
Episode 7 
 

Israel Will Miraculously Return To  
Its Ancient Homeland In The “Last Days” (Part 1) 

 
It is clear from the Bible that Israel, as a nation, will still exist at the time of the end.  
 
Scripture also teaches that a number of specific enemies of Israel will cease to exist. In our last episode, 
we discovered that each of these predictions have literally come true.  
 
Five nations, Amalek, Philistia, Ammon, Edom, and Moab had judgment pronounced against them 
by the Lord. He made it clear that they would not exist any longer as a distinct people group. This has 
been literally fulfilled. 
 
We concluded that this is a warning to anyone who attempts to harm or destroy Israel. In particular, 
it is a warning for the United States. 
 
Now, we will look at one of the most remarkable predictions that we have in the entire Bible. Israel, 
after being gone from its ancient homeland for a long time, will return to their land in the “last days.” 
In fact, this is the key” to “last days” Bible prophecy. 
 
Since there is so much to the fulfillment of this particular sign of the end, we will do it in two parts. 
 
Prediction 1: The Scattering Of The People 
 
First, we have the predictions that the Lord will scatter His people for this “second exile.” Recall that 
the first exile was the 70-year Babylonian captivity. As predicted, the nation did return to their 
homeland after 70 years 
 
This prediction, of the scattering of Israel, at the time of the end, is found in both testaments. 
 
The first prediction of this scattering goes all the way back to the time of Moses! As the people were 
about to enter the Promised Land, the Lord, through Moses, laid out certain blessings and cursings. 
 
Previously, He promised to bless them if they remained obedient. 
 
In this instance, we read the following prediction of what would happen to the nation if they turned 
their back upon the Lord. Moses wrote: 
 
The Lord will raise up a distant nation against you, one from the other side of the earth as the eagle 
flies, a nation whose language you will not understand, a nation of stern appearance that will have no 
regard for the elderly or pity for the young. They will devour the offspring of your livestock and the 
produce of your soil until you are destroyed. They will not leave you with any grain, new wine, olive 
oil, calves of your herds, or lambs of your flocks until they have destroyed you. . .   
This is what will happen: Just as the Lord delighted to do good for you and make you numerous, he 
will take delight in destroying and decimating you. You will be uprooted from the land you are about 
to possess. The Lord will scatter you among all nations, from one end of the earth to the other. There 
you will worship other gods that neither you nor your ancestors have known, gods of wood and stone. 



Among those nations you will have no rest nor will there be a place of peaceful rest for the soles of 
your feet, for there the Lord will give you an anxious heart, failing eyesight, and a spirit of despair 
(Deuteronomy 28:49-51, 63-65 NIV). 
 
The choices for Israel were simple. God would bless them as long as they obeyed, but He would 
punish them if they disobeyed. This would include scattering them to the ends of the earth. 
 
Next, We Will Look At The Predictions Of Jesus 
 
After Jesus, was rejected by the people of Israel, He predicted the people would be scattered: 
 
When you see Jerusalem being surrounded by armies, you will know that its desolation is near. Then 
let those who are in Judea flee to the mountains, let those in the city get out, and let those in the 
country not enter the city. For this is the time of punishment in fulfillment of all that has been written. 
How dreadful it will be in those days for pregnant women and nursing mothers! There will be great 
distress in the land and wrath against this people. They will fall by the sword and will be taken as 
prisoners to all the nations. Jerusalem will be trampled on by the Gentiles until the times of the 
Gentiles are fulfilled (Luke 21:20-24 NIV). 
 
Note the specifics of Jesus’ prediction. Eventually, Jerusalem will be surrounded by armies. When the 
people view this siege occurring, then it is time for them to get out of the city. For, at that time, the 
nation will be punished for their rejection of Him as their Messiah.  
 
Christ called it a time of wrath and distress. The Lord predicted that the inhabitants would be carried 
away as prisoners into all the nations and Jerusalem would be trampled on by the Gentiles. 
 
Prediction 2:  God Has Not Cast Israel Off 
 
While both the Old and New Testament predicted the scattering of the people, Scripture also indicated 
that God had not entirely cast off His people. In other words, they still have a future in His plan for 
both time and eternity. The Apostle Paul wrote. 
 
I am telling the truth in Christ (I am not lying!), for my conscience assures me in the Holy Spirit—I 
have great sorrow and unceasing anguish in my heart. For I could wish that I myself were accursed—
cut off from Christ—for the sake of my people, my fellow countrymen, who are Israelites. To them 
belong the adoption as sons, the glory, the covenants, the giving of the law, the temple worship, and 
the promises (Romans 9:1-4 NET). 
 
Note that Paul said these are the people who were given both the “covenants” and the “promises.” 
He is speaking, of course, of the descendants of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.  
 
Later, in chapter 11, the Apostle wrote the following: 
 
So I ask, God has not rejected his people, has he? Absolutely not! For I too am an Israelite, a 
descendant of Abraham, from the tribe of Benjamin. God has not rejected his people whom he 
foreknew! . . . I ask then, they did not stumble into an irrevocable fall, did they? Absolutely not! … 
For I do not want you to be ignorant of this mystery, brothers and sisters, so that you may not be 



conceited: A partial hardening has happened to Israel until the full number of the Gentiles has come 
in. And so all Israel will be saved (Romans 11:1-2,11,25 NET). 
 
The nation has not been rejected by the Lord. The fall of Israel is not irrevocable. Paul concluded by 
saying that a “partial hardening of Israel has happened until.” In other words, it is not forever. 
Eventually salvation will come to the nation! 
 
Jesus, as we have just noted said the same thing…  
 
Jerusalem will be trampled on by the Gentiles until the times of the Gentiles are fulfilled (Luke 21:24 
NIV). 
 
Therefore, Israel, as a nation, had not been completely rejected by the Lord.   
 
Prediction 3: Israel Will Be Brought Back To Their Land In The Last Days 
 
This promise, that Israel has not been completely rejected by the Lord, leads us to our next 
prediction—they will be brought back to their ancient homeland, specifically in the last days. There 
are numerous promises of this in Scripture. 
 
For example, in Ezekiel 38:8, the Lord is speaking to a future leader who will attack Israel in the “last 
days:” 
 
After many days you will be summoned; in the latter years you will come to a land restored from the 
ravages of war, with many peoples gathered on the mountains of Israel that had long been in ruins. 
Its people were brought out from the peoples, and all of them will be living securely (Ezekiel 38:8 
NET). 
 
Notice how this situation is described. First, the time frame will be, “after many days,” “in the latter 
years,” or “in the future years.” These phrases refer to the time of the end. In other words, when this 
event happens, we can know that we are at the time of the end. 
 
During these “latter years” the people of Israel will have been gathered from many nations back to 
their ancient homeland.  
 
The Holy Land, to which they will travel, will have been desolate for a long time. Furthermore, it will 
be recovering from wars. 
 
The people of Israel, the ones who have been brought out from these nations, will assume that they 
are living in safety in their ancient homeland. 
 
Jeremiah 
 
The Lord predicted something similar through Jeremiah.  
 
The Lord spoke to Jeremiah. “The Lord God of Israel says, ‘Write everything that I am about to tell 
you in a scroll. For I, the Lord, affirm that the time will come when I will reverse the plight of my 



people, Israel and Judah,’ says the Lord. ‘I will bring them back to the land I gave their ancestors and 
they will take possession of it once again’” (Jeremiah 30:1-3 NET). 
 
Here we have another specific promise from the Lord.  
 
We find that the Lord affirmed that a time would come when He will reverse the plight of Israel and 
Judah, the twelve tribes. Indeed, the Lord will bring the scattered people back to the land of their 
ancestors and they will take possession of it. 
 
Consequently, Scripture, in a number of passages, speaks of a return of Israel to their ancient 
homeland, but this will only happen in the “last days.” 
 
Prediction 4:  They Will Return From A Second Exile 
 
In another remarkable prediction, we read the following words that the Lord spoke through the 
prophet Isaiah. 
 
In that day the Lord will reach out his hand a second time to reclaim the surviving remnant of his 
people from Assyria, from Lower Egypt, from Upper Egypt, from Cush, from Elam, from Babylonia, 
from Hamath and from the islands of the Mediterranean. He will raise a banner for the nations and 
gather the exiles of Israel; he will assemble the scattered people of Judah from the four quarters of the 
earth. (Isaiah 11:11,12 NIV). 
 
Here we have a specific prediction of the return of the people from a “second exile.” There are several 
things that we should observe from this passage.  
 
First, the prophetic words, “on that day,” are speaking of that future era before the Lord will return 
to earth, and then set up His kingdom.  
 
Also, the fact that it is called a “second regathering” assumes that there will be a first. Remarkably, 
when Isaiah gave this prediction, a first regathering had not yet taken place! 
 
Furthermore, we find that this passage specifically predicts that this will be a worldwide regathering 
of the people of Israel. In fact, we are explicitly told that they will come “from the islands of the sea 
as well as from the four corners of the earth.” In addition, he mentions the specific countries from 
which the Jews will return.  Thus, this will not be merely a local gathering of the people. 
 
Finally, and of utmost importance, it concerns the scattered from both Israel and Judah. The northern 
kingdom of Israel was taken captive by the Assyrians in 721 B.C, never to return.  
 
The southern kingdom of Judah experienced a seventy-year captivity in Babylon. Some of them 
returned to their homeland but the northern kingdom did not return at that time. This prediction 
specifically states that both Israel and Judah will return. Therefore, it speaks of a return that was never 
fulfilled in biblical times.  
 
In 1890, David Baron wrote the following words about these promises. 
 



Now, there has been no second Restoration as yet; neither could the return from Babylon be said to 
be a gathering from the “four corners of the earth;” that captivity having been local in its character, 
and of short duration. Never before the dispersion inaugurated by Titus, could be the scattering of the 
people be said to have been universal; hence could never before have been gathered from the four 
corners of the earth (David Baron, The Jewish Problem, It’s Solution, or Israel’s Present and Future, 1890, p. 
21). 
 
In other words, as of 1890, this prediction of the second restoration had not yet been fulfilled.  
 
Prediction 5:  The People Will Never Be Removed 
 
We learn elsewhere, that once back, the people of Israel will be back to stay. This is their final return 
to their ancient homeland. Indeed, for once they are in the land, they will not be removed. The prophet 
Amos recorded the Lord saying. 
 
I will bring back my people, Israel; they will rebuild the cities lying in rubble and settle down. They 
will plant vineyards and drink the wine they produce; they will grow orchards and eat the fruit they 
produce. I will plant them on their land, and they will never again be uprooted from the land I have 
given them,” says the Lord your God (Amos 9:14,15 NIV). 
 
The prediction is clear. Once the people return to their ancient homeland they will never be uprooted. 
 
Prediction 6: The Lord Will Do This For His Sake 
 
According to the Lord, this return of the Jewish people to their ancient homeland will be for His sake, 
not theirs. Ezekiel records Him saying: 
 
Therefore this is what the sovereign Lord says: Now I will restore the fortunes of Jacob, and I will 
have mercy on the entire house of Israel. I will be zealous for my holy name. They will bear their 
shame for all their unfaithful acts against me, when they live securely on their land with no one to 
make them afraid. When I have brought them back from the peoples and gathered them from the 
countries of their enemies, I will magnify myself among them in the sight of many nations. Then they 
will know that I am the Lord their God, because I sent them into exile among the nations, and then 
gathered them into their own land. I will not leave any of them in exile any longer. I will no longer 
hide my face from them, when I pour out my Spirit on the house of Israel, declares the sovereign 
Lord (Ezekiel 39:25-29 NET). 
 
Hence, from this passage, we find the motivation for the return of the people to their ancient 
homeland. The Lord will cause this to happen so that all the nations will know that He is God. He 
sent them into exile, He allowed them to return from exile.  
 
Furthermore, a time will come when the Lord will protect them from being destroyed and eventually 
He will pour out His Spirit upon them. 
 
Summarizing The Various Predictions  
 
These passages contain a number of specific predictions about the future of the nation Israel. They 
are as follows: 



 
1. Through disobedience, and the rejection of the Messiah, the nation of Israel will be removed from 
their homeland and scattered throughout the world. 
 
2. The Lord, however, made it clear that He had not cast off His people— they will still have a future! 
 
3. In fact, the Lord promised that He would bring them back one day. 
 
4. This return would involve all twelve tribes. 
 
5. This would only take place in “the last days.” 
 
6. The return in the last days would be from a “second exile.” 
 
7.  The land to which they are returning had been devastated by war. 
 
8. Once they come back to their land, they would never be uprooted. 
 
9. The Lord will do all of this as a testimony for His holy name.  
 
10. When this marvelous event occurs, the nations will then know that He is the Lord. 
 
11.  Once they are back in the land, the time will eventually come when He will pour out His Spirit 
upon them.  
 
The Fulfillment 
 
As the Lord promised, the people have miraculously returned to their ancient homeland. We can 
summarize the highlights of their return as follows. 
 
The Second Exile 
 
When the people of Israel rejected Him, Jesus predicted that the city of Jerusalem, as well as the 
Temple, would be destroyed. 
 
Now as Jesus was going out of the temple courts and walking away, his disciples came to show him 
the temple buildings. And he said to them, “Do you see all these things? I tell you the truth, not one 
stone will be left on another. All will be torn down!” (Matthew 24:1-2 NET). 
 
With The Destruction Of Jerusalem, The Second Exile Begins 
 
In A.D. 70, as the Lord predicted, the city of Jerusalem, as well as the Temple were destroyed. This 
began the second exile for the Jewish people. While the first one lasted some seventy years, this one 
would last almost one thousand nine hundred years! 
 
 
 
 



The Wandering Jews 
 
From the time of the destruction of the Second Temple, the Jews, as a people wandered across the 
face of the earth. With no specific place to call home, they settled in all parts of the globe.  
 
God’s Miraculous Preservation 
 
Yet throughout all of this, the Lord has miraculously preserved them. Bible commentators have noted 
that even with this scattering of the people to the various nations around the world, there has been 
the remarkable preservation of the Jewish people.  
 
One writer put it this way: 
 
The Apostle Paul said: ‘Nevertheless God left not Himself without witness.’ What witness of Himself 
has He given to the Jewish race since the destruction of Jerusalem, in A.D. 70, and the scattering of 
its inhabitants to the four corners of the globe? 
It might seem that He has kept silent and that His hand has been withheld from them during all these 
nineteen centuries. This, however, is merely in appearance. His silence has been singularly eloquent, 
like that of a mother who for a little time turns her face away from the child she adores. God has 
hidden His face from His people, but in reality His word has never ceased to govern them, or His 
hand to weigh heavily upon them. 
Israel has ever been the race of miracles. That there should be any Jews alive in the twentieth century 
is a great miracle in itself. Five times in the course of their history have they been threatened with 
complete extermination. . . 
No other race subjected to such trials could have resisted. Many nations, indeed, have completely 
disappeared, though not one has been so frequently threatened with annihilation. The Jewish nation, 
after the rage of Titus, was blotted out of the pages of history, but not out of the memory of God and 
His prophetic scheme. During these nineteen long centuries Israel has witnessed the fulfilling of more 
than one divine oracle and been unceasingly tormented by misfortunes against which God through 
Moses had warned them . . .  
This historical period of the Jewish race has lasted up to the present time: Israel has lived as predicted, 
being scattered among all peoples (Paul Perret, Prophecies I Have Seen Fulfilled, London, Marshall, 
Morgan & Scott LTD., 1939, pp. 17,18).  
 
Observe that these words were written while there was no such thing as a state of Israel. In fact, the 
Holocaust of the Second World War, that would eventually take six million Jewish lives, had already 
begun and would continue for a number of years. Yet the nation survived. 
 
There is so much more to this story, we will continue it with our next episode…. the key again is that 
the Lord has promised something to happen and, as we have emphasized, sooner or later it will indeed 
happen, this is not only true for our world, it is also true in the lives of those who have trusted Him. 
God’s promises always come to pass! So stay tuned! 


