
Episode 4   
 

The Four Things That Are Essential  
To Understand The Last Days 

 
Since there are always new viewers, we must continually mention that we have a website that contains 
a number of books that documents all these biblical points that we are making in these various 
episodes … educatingourworld.com has free resources that you can download. These books provide 
the biblical support for the references that we give.  
 
Click on the heading “download books” and then click on the banner that says, “Bible Prophecy.” 
This will give you access to the 10 books that we have on the subject. Feel free to download any or all 
of them, and please tell others about this free resource.  
 
Past Programs 
 
Episode 2 …. 11 assumptions of what the world will be like in the last days as well as 2 illustrations 
of what will happen when a “last days” invasion of Israel will occur… 
 
Episode 3… the reversal of the situation of various nations, Egypt, Iran, and Turkey, which now line 
up precisely with what the Scripture says will take place in the last days. 
 
Our idea is to demonstrate, at the outset, that we are not dealing with an ordinary book when we study 
the Bible.  Instead, we are examining a supernatural revelation from the living God. This has been the 
point of what we have shared so far. We want everyone to be convinced that Scripture is the divine 
revelation of the God of the Bible, the only God who exists. 
 
Context, Context, Context 
 
To sum up, what is important is not so much the particular story that we cite, because stories come 
and go… What is important is that all these stories need to be seen in a larger context … they support 
the major themes that the Bible lays out for us as to what our world will be like at the time of the end.  
 
The episodes are all pre-recorded and they are illustrated with stories that have recently taken place. 
Each story lends support to what the Scripture predicts of us in these “last days.” 
 
The prophet Isaiah wrote some 2,700 hundred years ago… 
 
The grass withers and the flowers fall, but the word of our God endures forever (Isaiah 40:8 NIV) 
 
The news stories fade, the characters disappear, but God’s Word stands forever. 
 
We have a great example of this happening right now… 

Headline: Pentagon… Russian Invasion of Ukraine ‘Could Happen at Any Time 

By Jack Phillips January 31, 2022 



February 2 

Headline: White House Awkwardly Walks Back Warning Of "Imminent" Ukraine Invasion 

On Wednesday the White House walked back its prior consistent assertions that a Russian invasion 
of Ukraine was "imminent". Spokeswoman Jen Psaki and other admin had in the last week or more 
doubled down on the word (which included Blinken in media statements) even as Ukraine's President 
Zelensky openly disputed the alarmist assessment, essentially telling Biden directly to 'calm down' the 
hyped rhetoric. 

Headline: Biden Administration Says Ukraine Invasion Could Come ‘Any Time Now’ 

February 6, 2022 Updated: February 6, 2022 

 

A top White House aide asserted on Feb. 6 that Russia could invade Ukraine at “any time now” amid 

a weeks-long standoff between Moscow and Washington.  “It could happen as soon as tomorrow or 

it could take some weeks yet,” Biden administration national security adviser Jake Sullivan told ABC 

News. Russian President Vladimir Putin, he said, “has put himself in a position with military 

deployments to be able to act aggressively against Ukraine at any time now.” 

“We believe that there is a very distinct possibility that Vladimir Putin will order an attack on Ukraine. 

It could take a number of different forms. It could happen as soon as tomorrow or it could take some 

weeks yet,” Sullivan said, stressing that the United States is still trying to pursue a path of diplomacy. 

Confusing signs from an administration that seemingly has no idea what they are doing, either 
domestically or internationally…. Contrast this to the unchanging Word of God…. 
 
Keep Watching!  
 
Since the subject of “last days” Bible prophecy is enormous we encourage you to keep watching. It’s 
easy to become overwhelmed with the totality of the material.  
 
The Importance Of This Episode 
 
Therefore, what we are going to do in this particular episode is crucial for us to understand as we 
evaluate the things taking place in our day and age. It puts the events we consider into a larger context 
that we should always keep in mind.  
 
Consequently, this particular program is one to which we will refer to often. 



The Four Points That Are Essential  
 
There are four points that are absolutely essential for us to understand when we examine what the 
Lord is doing in the world today. We have already briefly referred to three of them in previous episodes 
but here we are going to add a fourth. 
 
Point 1: We Should Examine the Unique Claims of Scripture  
 
The God of the Bible knows the future and He wants us to know what will take place. In fact, we 
SHOULD know what to expect. We find this is true in both testaments.  
 
From our book, God Wants Us To Know The Future, we gave two illustrations of claims that the Lord 
made through the prophet Isaiah that He alone knows the future and correctly predicts what will occur 
(Isaiah 46:9-10; 48:3-6).  
 
Now we will add one that is found in the New Testament. 
 
The Emmaus Road (Luke 24 On Easter Sunday)  
 
On Easter Sunday, the resurrected Christ joined two of His disciples as they were leaving Jerusalem. 
Their eyes were supernaturally held back so that they would not recognize Him. After asking them 
their thoughts about Jesus, the Lord then said the following to them: 
 
So he said to them, “You foolish people—how slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have 
spoken! Wasn’t it necessary for the Christ to suffer these things and enter into his glory?” Then 
beginning with Moses and all the prophets, he interpreted to them the things written about himself in 
all the scriptures (Luke 24:25-27 NET). 
 
Observations On This Passage 
 
1. Like most of the nation, these two disciples were ignorant concerning what the prophets had taught 
about the coming Messiah.  
 
2. If they had believed everything the prophets had said, then they should have expected the Messiah 
to die.  
 
3. In fact, they should have known what to look for when the genuine Messiah arrived.  
 
4. Obviously, they did NOT believe everything that the prophets had written.  
 
5. The Lord then explained to them exactly what the Scriptures had predicted about Him and His 
coming into the world. 
 
Our takeaway: By not paying attention to what the totality of Scripture said about the first coming of 
the Messiah, they were ignorant of the necessity of His death on Calvary’s cross. 
 



We do NOT want to make the same mistake! We do not want to ignore what the Scripture says about 
what to expect when Christ returns the second time. In other words, we do NOT have to be ignorant!  
 
From understanding the claims of Scripture we move to our second point. 
 
Point 2: The Are Many Examples of Prophecy Fulfilled in the Past 
 
We document this in our book God’s Work In History: 50 Biblical Prophecies Made and Fulfilled. 
 
We will look at one particular example: Prediction 37: The Fate Of The Unbelieving Cities of 
Capernaum, Bethsaida, And Chorazin 
 
The greater the light that the Lord shines on us, the greater responsibility we have to respond to the 
light. There were several cities in Jesus’ ministry who should have responded to His mighty deeds in 
their presence, but they did not. Consequently, judgment was pronounced against them. 
 
The Background 
 
Jesus’ ministry covered the area of the Galilee. In fact, the Lord made one of the cities, Capernaum, 
His headquarters: 
 
Jesus climbed into a boat and went back across the lake to his own town (Matthew 9:1 NLT). 
 
Yet the people in Capernaum and the surrounding cities of the Galilee, Chorazin and Bethsaida, 
though seeing so many of His miracles, did not embrace Him as their Messiah. 
 
The Prediction 
 
The lack of belief caused the Lord to specifically pronounce judgment upon these particular cities: 
 
Then Jesus began to criticize openly the cities in which he had done many of his miracles, because 
they did not repent. “Woe to you, Chorazin! Woe to you, Bethsaida! If the miracles done in you had 
been done in Tyre and Sidon, they would have repented long ago in sackcloth and ashes. But I tell 
you, it will be more bearable for Tyre and Sidon on the day of judgment than for you! And you, 
Capernaum, will you be exalted to heaven? No, you will be thrown down to Hades! For if the miracles 
done among you had been done in Sodom, it would have continued to this day. But I tell you, it will 
be more bearable for the region of Sodom on the day of judgment than for you!” (Matthew 11:20-24 
NET). 
 
The predictions are clear. Strong words indeed from the Lord Jesus. These three cities would receive 
the punishment from the Lord for rejecting Him.  
 
Let’s go down the list as to what we find today with these cities that were so prominent in Jesus’ day. 
 
Capernaum 
 
Ruins. 
 



Chorazin 
 
More ruins. 
 
Bethsaida 
 
To this day, the exact location is unknown! 
 
Judgment has indeed been meted out upon these unbelieving cities. 
 
Another City On The Sea Of Galilee: Tiberias 
 
What makes these predictions even more amazing concerns another city in Jesus’ day, in the same 
geographical vicinity as these three. This city, Tiberias, also located on the Sea of Galilee, is mentioned 
in the Gospel of John: 
 
Several boats from Tiberias landed near the place where the Lord had blessed the bread and the people 
had eaten (John 6:23 NLT) 
 
A thriving city in Jesus’ day, but with no judgment spoken against it by the Lord Jesus.  
 
In contrast to these other three cities, Tiberias has continued to exist throughout history, and is still a 
thriving city today! 
 
What are the odds that three of the four cities mentioned in the New Testament, the ones in which 
Jesus pronounced judgment upon, do not exist to this day? On the other hand, the fourth city, in the 
same immediate vicinity, which Jesus said nothing about with respect to God’s judgment, still exists. 
 
This is not a coincidence. Indeed, it is another example of the supernatural fulfillment of the various 
predictions made by Jesus. 
 
Our takeaway: We have many examples of past prophecies being fulfilled which testify to truthfulness 
of His claims to know the future. God’s existence, as well as His knowledge of the future and control 
of future events should be beyond all doubt. 

 
Point 3: We Should Pay Attention To What Is Going On Today (25 Signs We Are Near The 
End) 
 
God has made predictions about the future. We should NOT ignore them. Listen to the words of this 
Bible commentator writing about the importance of the subject of Bible prophecy: 
 
The supreme God has chosen to give revelations whereby He seeks to communicate his purpose to 
humanity, and thus, by a gentle process, to bend their minds to His mighty and irresistible will. 
Nevertheless, myriads of professing Christians are content to reach the end of life in total ignorance 
of these gracious disclosures, while accredited ministers of Christ are too frequently unable to expound 
them. 
But since God has thought fit to set them before us, are we not deliberately charging Him with folly 
while we neglect them? And is not the significance of our conduct much the same if we persist in 



perverting them from their proper meaning and use? (G.H. Pember, The Great Prophecies Concerning the 
Gentiles, the Jews, and the Church of God, 1881, p. 1). 
 
Excellent questions, and written in the year 1881! What are we saying about God and His Word if we 
neglect to study a large portion of Scripture—the portions containing Bible prophecy?  
 
In our book, 25 Signs We Are Near the End, appendix 2 is titled “Some Predictions by Past 
Commentators That Have Been Literally Fulfilled.” It contains 20 pages of predictions by ancient 
Bible commentators concerning events that were future to when they lived, but have now been literally 
fulfilled!  
 
How were they able to do this? The answer is simple. They studied the Scripture, and based upon its 
predictions these writers merely affirmed what the Bible had foreseen. They knew that sooner or later 
these prophetic words of Scripture would eventually come true. 
 
We have talked about these three points so far, but we now have something else to add to make the 
circle complete, the historical accuracy of the events recorded in Scripture. 
 
Point 4:   The Bible Is Historically Accurate With What It Says About The Past 
 
In our book, Ancient Mysteries of the Bible, Volume 1, we will put certain mysteries found in the Old 
Testament into perspective. As we answer a number of questions about this subject, we will make 
three major observations. 
 
First, the Old Testament records God’s dealing with the human race through a special group of 
people—the descendants of Abraham. The Bible says that the Lord called Abraham to go to a 
Promised Land which God would give to him and to his descendants.  
 
The Old Testament chronicles the dealings of the Lord with these chosen people. The people, places 
and events covered in the Old Testament are all assumed to be true—to be historically accurate. 
 
Furthermore, Jesus Christ, Himself, totally trusted the Old Testament. Indeed, in His public ministry 
He mentioned many Old Testament characters and some of the important events in their lives. In 
doing so, Christ always assumed that they were reliably recorded in the Hebrew Scriptures—the people 
existed, and the events took place.  
 
Second, though the Old Testament, as well as Jesus, consistently affirmed the truthfulness of what 
was recorded, there was a major problem—there was no confirming evidence! Therefore, it was 
basically the testimony of the Bible, and it alone, that the world had. Those who believed the accounts 
in the Old Testament did so “by faith.” 
 
Accordingly, there were a number of ancient mysteries to which there was no answer. Were Moses, 
Abraham, David, Solomon, etc. actual historical characters? Did the nation of Israel settle into the 
Promised Land as the Bible says? Were the various episodes about Israel with their antagonistic 
neighbors genuine? In other words, was the Old Testament historically reliable? 
 



Many unbelieving scholars said, “No.” They believed that these biblical stories were myths which were 
written long after the alleged events occurred. Consequently, the Old Testament was not considered 
to be historically trustworthy. 
 
This, of course, would make Jesus either ignorant of the facts, or lying about them. Therefore, the 
stakes were high since the New Testament claimed that Jesus Christ was God the Son. Was He telling 
the truth about the Old Testament or was He not? There was no confirming evidence to answer this 
question. 
 
Our third observation reveals that help eventually arrived to solve these historical mysteries—the new 
science of biblical archaeology. In the last two hundred years, buried cities have been found, ancient 
monuments have been discovered, long-lost writings have been deciphered. All of this has helped us 
ascertain certain truths about the ancient world as recorded in the Old Testament and affirmed by 
Jesus.  
 
In our book we examine 12 “Ancient Mysteries of the Bible.” They include: 
 
Did Abraham and the Patriarchs exist? 
 
Was Moses an historical character? Did the Exodus from Egypt truly happen? 
 
Did Joshua enter the Promised Land as the Bible says? 
 
Were the accounts of the Kingdoms of Israel and Judah historically accurate? 
 
Is the story of the Prophet Jonah a myth? 
 
Did the prophets Isaiah, Jeremiah, and Daniel exist at the time the Scripture says? 
 
As we examined the evidence, we found the same pattern over and over again. Scripture records 
something, then there were always those people who ridiculed and doubted the truthfulness of the 
claims. Eventually, a discovery was made that confirmed the Bible’s accuracy. 
 
We concluded that the Scriptures were indeed trustworthy in all that it recorded. 
 
Summary of These Four Points 
 
To sum up, to correctly understand what is taking place in our world today we must appreciate the 
following four points. 
 
First, the claim that the God of the Bible knows the future and made predictions about “things to 
come.” 
 
Next, God’s track record of the Biblical predictions being literally fulfilled 
 
Third, the historical accuracy of the recorded events in Scripture is constantly confirmed. 
 



Finally, the present fulfillment of predictions made about what will occur in the “last days” give further 
proof to the Bible’s divine inspiration. 
 
We must always keep in mind these four essential points as we examine the totality of Scripture to 
discover what it says about God’s program for time and eternity.’ 
 
Historical Accuracy Proven Again 

And, we just happen to have some “breaking news” that supports point one of our points, the 
historical accuracy of past recorded events. Note the following headline: 

Accuracy Of Scripture Further Confirmed    
 
By ZVI KOENIGSBERG, The Jerusalem Report 
  
Published: JANUARY 26, 2022   
 

My Involvement 

First, a personal illustration. The date was October 13, 1983.  I was guest hosting a program in 
Southern California on KBRT radio called “Talk from the Heart. A news story came across the wire. 

Basically it claimed, “the site of Joshua’s altar, as recorded in Deuteronomy 27 and Joshua 8 had been 
discovered!”  

This was a huge story with many profound implications. Unfortunately, this story had been buried for 
all these years. However, this new discovery brought it back to light. 

The Discovery 

The following comes from the article in the Jerusalem Report where it explains what recently happened 
in a particular archeological dig and a new method in looking at the ancient material. We read: 

The project included wet-sifting of the dump material from Adam Zertal’s excavations on Mt. Ebal 
in the 1980’s. Zertal excavated a rectangular altar, which dated to the 13th century BC, but discovered 
an earlier, round altar underneath it and at the exact geometric center, which may date to the time of 
Joshua. This would be consistent with the biblical record, which states, “At that time Joshua built an 
altar to the LORD, the God of Israel, on Mount Ebal” (Josh. 8:30). 

 
Already at that initial meeting, Zertal told me about a site he had discovered in 1980 during his survey 
of the biblical territory of the Tribe of Manasseh, the northern part of Samaria. The site was on a slope 
of Mount Ebal near its peak, marked by a large pile of stones, surrounded by a series of walls jutting 
out. It was also marked by thousands of pieces of pottery, almost all belonging to the period known 
as Iron I, which according to many scholars is the period of the Israelite Settlement under Joshua. 
 
The abundant pottery shards and the jutting walls were important parts of Zertal’s desire to excavate 
the site. But what was particularly intriguing to him was the huge pile of stones at the center of the 
site, because he thought it might be covering something important. 
 



Unfortunately, those exhilarating moments were followed by a barrage of disappointments that have 
continued to this day. Despite the convincing evidence in the preliminary excavation report (1987), 
Zertal’s identification of the site as “Joshua’s Altar” (Deuteronomy 27 and Joshua 8), has mostly been 
met with scorn or been ignored. 
 
Why? The site and Zertal’s conclusions contradict many of the entrenched scholarly theories about 
the historical legitimacy of the earliest biblical texts. Simply put, the construction of an altar at Mt. 
Ebal had long been considered by most a figment of the biblical authors’ imaginations. 

The altar is described in Deuteronomy 27 as part of a ceremony marking the final covenant in the 
Torah between God and the People of Israel.   
An ancient Hebrew amulet has been found among the remains of an excavation carried out at the 
Mount Ebal archaeological site in Samaria, where the biblical altar of Joshua is located. 
 
And we have more about the amulet in this story… 

Amulet with Possible Hebrew Inscription Discovered on Mt. Ebal 
 
An amulet that was recently recovered from the site known as Joshua’s Altar on Mt. Ebal appears to 
contain the Hebrew letter aleph, along with a mark resembling a lotus flower. The amulet was 
discovered during the Mt. Ebal Dump Salvage project conducted by Associates for Biblical Research 
under the direction of Dr. Scott Stripling in December 2019 - January 2020. The lead amulet is roughly 
2 cm by 2 cm (slightly larger than 3/4" by 3/4") in size and was folded in half, hiding the inscription. 
In order to avoid destroying it by trying to open it, the amulet was analyzed by a lab in Prague which 
performed sophisticated photography and the construction of a three-dimensional model of it. Their 
findings, which are yet to be published, revealed the possible Hebrew letter and the image of the lotus 
flower, an important symbol in the ancient Near East, particularly in Egypt. Biblearchaeology.org…. 
 
To Summarize The Discovery 

Here’s what we learn. The evidence for the discover of Joshua’s altar was made available almost 39 
years ago. But “scholars” who rejected the biblical account of Joshua entering the Promised Land in 
1400 B.C. were not interested in the find. So they ridiculed it. However, it seems that the truth is finally 
coming out. 

Why It Matters 

If this is indeed Joshua’s altar, then it confirms the biblical chronology of Joshua’s entry into the 
Promised Land in 1400 B.C. It is impossible to overestimate the importance of this since it 
demonstrates the accuracy of the entrance of the nation into the Promised Land at that particular time 
in history. Simply put, it gives further confirmation that the Bible deals with genuine historical events, 
not myths and legends. 

Conclusion To This Episode 
 
Here’s our takeaway… We have the claims of the God of Scripture, found in both testaments, that 
He is the only God who exists, who knows the future, who controls the future, and has told us certain 
things that will happen in the future… 
 



The Bible records many predictions that have already been fulfilled in the past; demonstrating that the 
God of the Bible does indeed exist and has already predicted many events that have come to pass. 
 
Add to this, the Bible has shown to be historically accurate in what it records about past events.  
 
The Bible also speaks of events that are to take place in the distant future from the time of their 
writing. These will occur in the “last days.” Consequently, we should pay attention to these predictions 
of Scripture. When we do, we find that they too are being literally fulfilled. 
 
To sum up, everything we study, whether it be past or present, speaks volumes of the trustworthiness 
of Holy Scripture. It is the Word of God, we can trust it, we should study it, and we should use it as 
our guide on how to live in these “last days.” 
 


