
Episode 19 
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Should The Living Attempt To 
Contact The Dead? (Spiritism, Necromancy) 

 
 
We discovered last time that we do not pray for the dead, neither do we do not pray to the dead. The destiny of 
the dead is fixed so prayers will not help the dead.   
 
Plus we only pray to God, not to angels, saints, or any dead person. The Bible is clear! We pray to the Father, 
through the Son, by means of the Holy Spirit. 
 
The World Is Looking For Answers 
 
People today are looking everywhere for answers to the big questions of life. Is there any meaning whatsoever, 
where do go to find the answers.  
 
Should we attempt to contact the dead? 
 
If the dead still exist after this life is over, then an obvious question arises: Should we who are alive attempt to 
contact them? Since they are on the “other side,” and can tell us what it is like in the realm of the dead, should 
we reach out to them to discover truths we cannot know in this life?  
 
Would not our dead relatives, who are believers in Christ, help us if we contacted them? What, if anything, does 
the Bible have to say about this? 
 
Talking To The Dead: Spiritism 
 
Spiritism is the belief that the living can contact the dead. This is also called “necromancy.” Nekros is the Greek 
word for dead, while manteia has the idea of divination, or trying to contact someone.  
 
Communicating with the dead to know future events, hidden knowledge, etc. discover what life is like in the 
next world.  
 
Through a person called a “medium,” the living are supposedly able to speak to the spirit of a deceased person 
in the unseen world.  
 
As we will discover, the Bible condemns this practice in the strongest of terms. We find the following things 
taught in Scripture about this subject. This is also found in my book What Happens One Second After We Die 
Question 13) 
 
1. Spiritism Is Forbidden In Scripture 
 
The Bible is very clear that the living should never attempt to contact the dead. In ancient Israel those who 
practiced such things were put to death. Moses wrote. 
 
You must not allow a sorceress to live (Exodus 22:18 NLT).  
  
The death penalty was instituted for those who practiced sorcery. 
 



The Law also said. 
    
Don’t eat the blood of any animal. Don’t practice any kind of witchcraft   . . . Don’t make yourselves disgusting 
to me by going to people who claim they can talk to the dead (Leviticus 19:26,31 CEV)  
 
God said that He was disgusted by those who attempted to speak to the dead. 
 
Elsewhere in Leviticus it says. 
 
I will be your enemy if you go to someone who claims to speak with the dead, and I will destroy you from 
among my people.  . . . If you claim to receive messages from the dead, you will be put to death by stoning, just 
as you deserve (Leviticus 20:6,27 CEV).  
 
This is very strong language from Scripture. God says that He will be the enemy of those who try to speak with 
the dead! Consequently, those who practiced such things were to be put to death in ancient Israel. 
 
2. We Are Not To Imitate The Heathen 
 
The people of Israel were warned, before they entered into the Promised Land, not to imitate the ways of the 
heathen. This includes attempting to contact the dead. Scripture gives the following warnings to the people. 
 
When you enter the land the LORD your God is giving you, do not learn to imitate the detestable ways of the 
nations there. Let no one be found among you who sacrifices his son or daughter in the fire, who practices 
divination or sorcery, interprets omens, engages in witchcraft, or casts spells, or who is a medium or spiritist or 
who consults the dead. Anyone who does these things is detestable to the LORD, and because of these 
detestable practices the LORD your God will drive out those nations before you (Deuteronomy 18:9-12 NIV). 
 
The Levitical laws forbade any attempted contact with the dead. According to the Lord, this was a detestable 
practice. Indeed, the Lord said that He drove the people of the other nations out of the Promised Land for 
doing such things. 
 
3. The Prophets Spoke Out Against Spiritism 
 
The biblical prophets also spoke out against such practices. Isaiah wrote the following condemning words 
against mediums. 
 
So why are you trying to find out the future by consulting mediums and psychics? Do not listen to their 
whisperings and mutterings. Can the living find out the future from the dead? Why not ask your God? “Check 
their predictions against my testimony,” says the LORD. “If their predictions are different from mine, it is 
because there is no light or truth in them” (Isaiah 8:19,20 NLT).  
 
God’s spokesmen made it clear that spiritism, trying to contact the dead through a medium, should not be 
practiced by those who follow the Lord.  
 
Note also that the Lord says that their predictions will be different than His. In other words, any so-called contact 
with the spirits of the dead will result in them NOT telling the truth. Simply stated, they will lie. 
 
The Lord also warned the people through the prophet Jeremiah about this detestable practice. He 
said. 
 



So do not listen to your prophets, your diviners, your interpreters of dreams, your mediums or your sorcerers 
who tell you, ‘You will not serve the king of Babylon.’  They prophesy lies to you that will only serve to remove 
you far from your lands; I will banish you and you will perish (Jeremiah 27:9,10 NIV). 
 
Again, we have the warning from the Lord to His people. They are not to listen to these people 
because they lie to them! 
 
4. It Is Speaking To The Wrong Source 
 
The Bible forbids talking to the dead, not because it is necessarily a hoax on the part of the medium. Rather it 
is because humans are attempting to receive supernatural guidance from a source other the God. Whatever the 
ultimate source of their information may be, whether an evil spirit or a medium who is perpetrating a hoax, the 
end result is always the same, people will be led away from the living God. Indeed, their behavior after the 
encounter will be anything but godly. 
 
For example, in Second Chronicles we read of the detestable practices of the evil King Manasseh. Scripture 
says the following.  
 
He sacrificed his sons in the fire in the Valley of Ben Hinnom, practiced sorcery, divination and witchcraft, and 
consulted mediums and spiritists. He did much evil in the eyes of the LORD, provoking him to anger (2 
Chronicles 33:6 NIV). 
 
Again, we find spiritism linked with all sorts of evil. The two go hand in hand. Those who attempt to speak to 
the dead go astray in many other ways. 
 
One Final Matter: It Is Not Possible To Contact  
A Specific Person In The Realm Of The Dead  
 
If someone does have a conversation through a medium, in an attempt to summon up a dead friend or relative, 
the end result will always be the same; they will NOT be speaking to the person whom they wish to speak to!  
 
Either they are the victims of a hoax on the part of a medium or they are speaking to a lying spirit who is 
pretending to be the person they are seeking. Whatever the case may be, they are being lied to. In other words, 
it is not possible for the living to contact the dead. 
 
Therefore, from looking at what the Bible has to say about this topic, we conclude that spiritism, the attempt 
of the living to contact the dead, is not something which human beings should dabble in. It only leads to 
destruction. 
 
Summary Should The Living Attempt To Contact The Dead? (Spiritism, Necromancy) 
 
From Scripture we know that the deceased do not go out of existence. Indeed, their spirits are very much alive 
in the unseen realm of the dead. Consequently, the question arises about contacting them. Since they are in a 
firsthand position to tell us about present conditions in the afterlife should we attempt to contact them? Should 
we ask them for information that we ourselves cannot obtain here upon the earth? 
 
The practice of attempting to contact the dead is not something new. Indeed, in biblical times, like today, there 
were people who attempted to contact the spirits of the dead. A person, known as a “medium” usually acts as 
a go-between between the spirits of the dead and those attempting to contact these spirits. Among other things, 
this practice is known as “spiritism” and “necromancy.” 
 



Consequently, the Bible has much to say on the matter. We find that the Scripture, in the strongest of terms, 
forbids consulting the spirits of the dead. In fact, the Lord told the nation Israel that the other nations were 
driven out of the Promised Land for engaging in such practices.  
 
The Lord then warned the people of Israel that they were not to imitate unbelievers in doing such evil things. 
 
It is possible to see how much the Lord detested those who practiced spiritism. Indeed, He ordered the death 
penalty for those who attempted to contact the spirits of the dead. We also discover that seeking supernatural 
guidance from a source other than the Lord will cause the person to be led astray. Indeed, the Bible calls them 
“lying spirits” because they will never tell the truth to those who are asking them for guidance.  
 

A Similar Question: Can Forbidden Knowledge Actually Be Obtained By Occultic Practices? 
 
The Bible says that people in the ancient world used magical practices in an attempt to gain forbidden 
knowledge. They used such things as divination, omens, magic, and sorcery in an attempt to discover things 
which could not be learned on a natural level. 
 
We also find that the God of the Bible completely and thoroughly condemned such practices. Indeed, those 
from Israel who were engaged in these things were to be put to death. 
 
Did They Really Obtain Such Knowledge? 
 
The obvious question that arises is this: “Were these practitioners able to gain this knowledge?” In other words, 
did such magical practices work? The answer is a resounding, “No.” This can be seen by the following 
observations.  
 
1. These Things Have No Power To Know The Future 
 
First, there is no power to read the future, or to gain hidden knowledge in any physical object such as livers, 
clothing, the entrails of owls, etc. They cannot tell anyone, anything. The idea that reading them has some type 
of access to hidden knowledge is absolute nonsense. Consequently, the entire ritual of attempting to divine the 
future through any physical object is worthless. 
 
2. Deception Often Occurs Among Those Who Practice Such Things 
 
Second, much that goes under this category is sheer deception. Instead of contacting the spirit of some dead 
man or woman, the practitioner is intentionally deceiving the person or persons who are trying to gain this 
forbidden knowledge. They tell the people what they want to hear but they are not in contact with any type of 
entity that can give them this knowledge. The entire process is a fraud. 
 
3. The Demon Spirits Are Lying Spirits 
 
Third, even if the practitioner came into contact with demonic spirits they would not be able to obtain this 
secret knowledge. Demonic spirits, by definition, are “lying spirits.” In other words, they do not tell the truth.  
Whatever information they may divulge will be deceitful. This is something which we can be certain about. 
 
The Bible warns of the possibility that lying spirits may speak to people. We read about this in Timothy. 
 
Now the Spirit expressly says that in later times some will renounce the faith by paying attention to deceitful 
spirits and teachings of demons (1 Timothy 4:1 NRSV). 
 



These spirits lie. Therefore, we should not expect to get the truth from them. Indeed, they will only lead people 
astray. 
 
4. Only God Knows The Future 
 
In addition, while demonic spirits may have knowledge of things that other humans do not 
know, they have no knowledge of the future. They are not God. Only the God of the Bible 
is omniscient or has “all knowledge.” Therefore, it is only the God of the Bible who can 
accurately predict the future.  
 
In fact, this is the claim of the God of Scripture. Notice what He says about Himself. 
 
Remember the things I have done in the past. For I alone am God! I am God, and there is none like me. Only 
I can tell you the future before it even happens. Everything I plan will come to pass, for I do whatever I wish . 
. . Long ago I told you what was going to happen. Then suddenly I took action, and all my predictions came 
true (Isaiah 46:9,10; 48:3 NLT). 
 
Consequently, anyone seeking knowledge about the future, apart from what the God of the Bible has revealed 
in Scripture, is not only practicing something that is forbidden, they are seeking something that is unobtainable.  
 
In sum, let us stick to what the Bible tells us about the afterlife, and whom, in the unseen world we should try 
to contact.  
 
Indeed, it is only God that we are to address. Never should we to try to communicate without any other being 
whether human or angelic through a medium or through any supposed magical object or device. 
 
 
 
 
 


