
Today In Bible Prophecy 
 

Episode 15 
 

The Career of the Final Antichrist  
(Part 3) 

 
We now come to our final episode in our overview of the career of the final Antichrist.  
 
Reminder that we have two previous episodes that can be viewed as well as the transcripts on our 
website… educatingourworld.com 
 
All three parts can be found in our book The Final Antichrist Question 27. Please note that the digital 
edition of this book is in the process of being entirely rewritten.  
 
So Where Are We Now? 
 
As we concluded our last episode, we were introduced to a second beast, also known as the false 
prophet. The Scripture said that he was given the same authority as the first beast, “the Final 
Antichrist.” We now continue our account of the career of The Final Antichrist, the Coming Caesar. 
 
20.  The False Prophet Forces The People On The Earth To Worship The Final Antichrist  
 
Exercising his authority, this “second beast” causes the people of the earth to worship the first beast. 
 
And he required all the earth and its people to worship the first beast, whose fatal wound had been 
healed. He did astounding miracles, even making fire flash down to earth from the sky while everyone 
was watching. And with all the miracles he was allowed to perform on behalf of the first beast, he 
deceived all the people who belong to this world (Revelation 13:12-14 NLT) 
 
The Fatal Head Wound And Forced Worship 
 
Again the healing of the fatal head wound is highlighted. This will be the reason that this “second 
beast” will require the people to worship the “first beast.” Notice that the worship will be “forced 
upon” all the remaining people of the earth, though some will rebel.  
 
Fire Coming Down From Heaven 
 
Add to this, this second beast is able to do perform amazing signs. This includes bringing fire down 
from the sky to the earth. This fiery miracle would be reminiscent of two different previous biblical 
episodes.  
 
On one occasion, Elijah the prophet was able to call down fire from heaven to destroy his enemies: 
 
Then he [the king] sent an army captain with fifty soldiers to arrest him [Elijah]. They found him 
sitting on top of a hill. The captain said to him, “Man of God, the king has commanded you to come 
down with us.” But Elijah replied to the captain, “If I am a man of God, let fire come down from 



heaven and destroy you and your fifty men!” Then fire fell from heaven and killed them all (2 Kings 
1:9,10 NLT). 
 
Earlier in the Book of Revelation, the two witnesses were able to have fire come from their mouths 
to destroy their enemies. 
 
And if anyone would harm them, fire pours from their mouth and consumes their foes (Revelation 
11:5 ESV). 
 
Therefore, in the past, the God of the Bible has allowed his servants to call down fire and consume 
their enemies. 
 
Everything The False Prophet Does Is To Promote The First Beast 
 
Likewise, the false prophet exercises such power. Scripture informs us that he was allowed to do these 
deeds on behalf of the first beast.  
 
As the Holy Spirit does not speak about Himself, but only about Jesus, the purpose of second beast 
is to further the cause of the first beast. This is another indication that the First Beast and the False 
Prophet parody God the Son, Jesus, and God the Holy Spirit. 
 
We should also note that the word “miracles” is used in the plural. In other words, calling down fire 
from the sky is not the only amazing deed that he performs. 
 
The People Of Earth Are Deceived 
 
These astonishing deeds, as well as the healing of the fatal head wound of the first beast, will cause 
the people of the earth to be deceived. Consequently they will worship the first beast, the Final 
Antichrist.  
 
We should not miss the emphasis on the word “deception.” The entire career of the Final Antichrist 
will consist of one deception after another.  
 
This illustrates what Jesus said to the religious leaders of His day:  
 
For you are the children of your father the devil, and you love to do the evil things he does. He was a 
murderer from the beginning. He has always hated the truth, because there is no truth in him. When 
he lies, it is consistent with his character; for he is a liar and the father of lies (John 8:44 NLT). 
 
This is an important truth to remember. Satan, the devil, lies to everyone about everything. Indeed, 
“there is no truth in him.” 
 
The Entire World Sees This Event 
 
There is something else that we do not want to miss. This is another passage that seems to indicate 
the ability of the people on earth to view this event in real time. Something impossible for those living 
at the time John wrote the Book of Revelation.  



This is one of a number of passages that appears to present a world, with its technology, that we only 
have here in the 21st century.  
 
We examine this question in our book 25 Signs We Are Near The End, Sign 15, “There Will Be An 
Exponential Increase In Technology.” 
 
We will do a future episode on “Today In Bible Prophecy” as we go into this fascinating issue in more 
detail.  
 
21. The People Of The Earth Are Commanded To Make A Statue Of The Antichrist 
 
Not only are the people of the world ordered to worship the first beast, this second beast orders the 
people to make a great statue of this personage.   
 
He ordered the people to make a great statue of the first beast, who was fatally wounded and then 
came back to life (Revelation 13:14 NLT). 
 
We are not told exactly what the statue looks like. It may have been like the image Nebuchadnezzar 
commanded the people of Babylon to construct (Daniel 3). This was a giant statue of him made out 
of gold. 
 
In addition, we are not told where this statue is placed. It could be placed somewhere in the rebuilt 
temple in Jerusalem. 
 
Note that it is again emphasized that the “fatal” head wound that this first beast received was not fatal 
after all, he came back to life. This seemingly miraculous event was the prime reason that the statue 
was constructed. 
 
22. This Second Beast Is Allowed To Cause The Statue To Seemingly Come Alive 
 
Then we have this surprising statement: 
 
He [the second beast, the false prophet] was then permitted to give life to this statue so that it could 
speak. Then the statue of the beast commanded that anyone refusing to worship it must die 
(Revelation 13:15 NLT). 
 
We can only imagine the shock of the people when this huge statue seems to come to life and begins 
to speak.  
 
Does The Devil Have The Power To Do Miracles? 
 
This brings up another topic that warrants a future program on “Today In Bible Prophecy.” Was this 
a genuine miracles or was it some type of satanic deception? Did this image, whatever it was, actually 
come to life? If it was a genuine miracle, does this mean the devil is also a miracle worker?  
 
 
 
 



The Death Sentence Is Commanded 
 
This speaking image then gives the order that anyone refusing to worship the image of the beast must 
be put to death! 
 
23. Everyone Must Receive The Mark Of The Beast To Be Able To Buy Or Sell 
 
Scripture says that the false prophet, the second beast, then forces everyone to take a particular “mark 
of the beast.” Nobody is exempt. The Bible says. 
 
He required everyone-- great and small, rich and poor, slave and free--to be given a mark on the right 
hand or on the forehead. And no one could buy or sell anything without that mark, which was either 
the name of the beast or the number representing his name. (Revelation 13:16-18 NLT). 
 
The false prophet will attempt to make everyone on the face of the earth receive the “mark of the 
beast.” Nobody will be able to buy or sell without this mark. The mark will with be either the name 
of the beast or the number which represents his name. 
 
24. The Mark Of The Beast Is The Number 666 
 
The specific mark of beast is now explained to us. 
 
This calls for wisdom: Let the one who has insight calculate the beastʼs number, for it is manʼs number, 
and his number is 666 (Revelation 13:18 NET). 
 
This is one of the most famous verses in the Bible and has led to endless speculation. The beast, the 
Final Antichrist, has a number of 666. Those who live at this time will be able to understand how this 
particular number relates to this “first beast.” Until he arrives on the scene, it is fruitless to try to 
determine his identity by this number.  
 
We will do an entire episode on this issue for “Today In Bible Prophecy.” 
 
Seemingly at this time, the Final Antichrist, the “First Beast” goes on a rampage. 
 
25. He Subdues Three Of The Ten Kings In His Federation 
 
At some time during his rule, he subdues three of the ten kings of his ten-nation confederation. The 
Book of Daniel says. 
 
As for the ten horns, out of this kingdom ten kings shall arise, and another shall arise after them; he 
shall be different from the former ones, and shall put down three kings (Daniel 7:24 NIV). 
 
The Final Antichrist arises from this ten-nation confederation and will be in complete control of these 
nations. It seems that some sort of rebellion takes place with three of the nations which the Antichrist 
puts down. 
 
As to exactly when this happens during the final seven-year period is a matter of debate.  
 



26. He Desecrates The Temple In Jerusalem 
 
The holiest spot on the face of the earth for the Jews is the Temple Mount in Jerusalem. It was the 
site of the First and Second Temple and will also be the site of a future temple, the Third Temple.  
 
This Third Temple will become a place of desecration. The Final Antichrist, this man of sin, who is 
the unholiest of all the people on the earth, comes to the most Holy Place and desecrates it. Among 
other things, he will stop the sacrifices that will be taking place. It is also possible that the image that 
the false prophet ordered constructed of him will be placed somewhere in this coming temple. 
 
In five different places in Scripture we are told of a number of events that surround this future temple 
(Daniel 9:27; Daniel 12:11; Matthew 24:15; 2 Thessalonians 2:1-4; Revelation 11:2).  
 
For more information, see our book The Jews, Jerusalem, and The Coming Temple. We plan to do a number 
of episodes on this subject. 
 
27. He Will Claim That He Is Actually God Himself 
 
This beast will claim Deity for himself. Paul wrote. 
 
He will exalt himself and defy every god there is and tear down every object of adoration and worship. 
He will position himself in the temple of God, claiming that he himself is God (2 Thessalonians 2:4 
NLT). 
 
He defies the living God and makes outrageous claims. Included is his claim to Deity. This beast offers 
himself to the world as a god in the place of Jesus Christ, the true and living God. He is truly an “anti” 
Christ. Indeed, he promotes himself instead of the true Christ, Jesus. 
 
The Book of Daniel emphasizes that this personage speaks boastfully about himself. We read. 
 
While I was thinking about the horns, there before me was another horn, a little one, which came up 
among them; and three of the first horns were uprooted before it. This horn had eyes like the eyes of 
a human being and a mouth that spoke boastfully (Daniel 7:8 NIV). 
 
Thus, his arrogance to speak boastfully is emphasized in both testaments. 
 
28. The Jews Will Be Persecuted 
 
During this period, the remaining Jews upon the earth will be persecuted.  In one instance, it is the 
devil himself who attempts to annihilate the Jews. We read of this in the Book of Revelation. It says 
the following. 
 
Its tail swept a third of the stars out of the sky and flung them to the earth. The dragon stood in front 
of the woman who was about to give birth, so that it might devour her child the moment he was born. 
She gave birth to a son, a male child, who “will rule all the nations with an iron scepter.” And her child 
was snatched up to God and to his throne. The woman fled into the wilderness to a place prepared 
for her by God, where she might be taken care of for 1,260 days (Revelation 12:4-6 NIV). 
 



In this context, the dragon is the devil, the woman refers to the nation of Israel. The Jews are his 
special target. This is not surprising since the devil has targeted the chosen people, from the very 
beginning. 
 
The Final Antichrist will continue his persecution of the Jews, along with those who have believed in 
Jesus (We deal with this issue of Jewish persecution in our book 25 Signs We Are Near The End, Sign 
21, “There Will Be A Rise In Anti-Semitism”). 
 
29. The Beast Will Attempt To Make Changes In The Calendar   
 
In his persecution of believers, it seems that the Final Antichrist will also attempt to make changes in 
the calendar that humans use: 
 
He will speak words against the Most High. He will harass the holy ones of the Most High continually. 
His intention will be to change times established by law (Daniel 7:25 NET). 
 
This could refer to the calendar itself or it may be a specific reference to changing “holy days.” In 
other words, he may change the calendar from A.D. and B.C., refuse to recognize Easter and 
Christmas, etc.  
 
In sum, there will be no acknowledgement of Jesus Christ as long as he is ruling. 
 
Interestingly, there was an unsuccessful attempt during the French Revolution to replace the Christian 
(Gregorian) calendar with a Revolutionary calendar. It seems the Antichrist will do something similar. 
 
30. He Wages War On The Believers In Christ, The Tribulation Saints 

 
The man of sin, the first beast, also wages an all-out war on the people of God.  The Bible describes 
it as follows. 
 
This means that God’s holy people must endure persecution patiently, obeying his commands and 
maintaining their faith in Jesus. And I heard a voice from heaven saying, “Write this down: Blessed 
are those who die in the Lord from now on. Yes, says the Spirit, they are blessed indeed, for they will 
rest from their hard work; for their good deeds follow them!” (Revelation 14:12,13 NLT). 
 
This is not referring to those who have believed in Jesus Christ during the “church age.” It started on 
the Day of Pentecost and will end with the rapture of the church. Once this takes place, the final 
seven-year period begins.  
 
This Antichrist will persecute those who come to faith in Jesus during this final period. These believers 
are known as the “tribulation saints.”  
 
Simply put, he attempts to destroy all those who belong to the Lord. 
 
31. He Gathers All Nations Against Jerusalem 
 
The preparation is now made for a final war. All nations are gathered against Jerusalem in the final 
conflict, the War, or Campaign, of Armageddon. In the Old Testament, we read. 



A prophecy: The word of the LORD concerning Israel. The LORD, who stretches out the heavens, 
who lays the foundation of the earth, and who forms the spirit in human beings, declares: I am going 
to make Jerusalem a cup that sends all the surrounding peoples reeling. Judah will be besieged as well 
as Jerusalem (Zechariah 12:1-2 NIV). 
 
Later in the Book of Zechariah we read about this conflict. It says: 
 
A day of the LORD is coming, Jerusalem, when your possessions will be plundered and divided up 
within your very walls. I will gather all the nations to Jerusalem to fight against it; the city will be 
captured, the houses ransacked, and the women ravished. Half of the city will go into exile, but the 
rest of the people will not be taken from the city. Then the LORD will go out and fight against those 
nations, as he fights on a day of battle (Zechariah 14:1-3 NIV). 
 
In these references, we are told that all nations, those regionally, as well as those in the entire world, 
will gather against Jerusalem. 
 
We also read about this awesome conflict in the Book of Revelation. 
 
Now the spirits gathered the kings and their armies to the place that is called Armageddon in Hebrew. 
(Revelation 16:16 NET). 
 
The beast then attempts to make war with the Living God. Scripture speaks of this feeble attempt. 
 
Then I saw the beast and the kings of the earth and their armies gathered together to make war against 
the rider on the horse and his army (Revelation 19:19 NIV). 
 
All of this is in preparation for the final battle. 
 
32. He Attempts To Fight The Lord Himself 
 
This beast foolishly attempts to fight the Lord Jesus, the rider on the horse, as He returns to the earth 
with His saints. The Book of Revelation explains it this way. 
 
And I saw the beast and the kings of the earth with their armies gathered to make war against him who 
was sitting on the horse and against his army (Revelation 19:19 ESV). 
 
As can be imagined, this will be a one-sided battle. 
 
33. He Is Captured And Then Cast Alive Into The Lake Of Fire 
 
The end to the beast was predicted long ago. We first read about it in Daniel. It says: 
 
I looked then because of the sound of the great words that the horn was speaking. And as I looked, 
the beast was killed, and its body destroyed and given over to be burned with fire (Daniel 7:11 ESV). 
 
His end is also recorded in the book of Revelation. The Bible says the following about his demise. 
 



Now the beast was seized, and along with him the false prophet who had performed the signs on his 
behalf signs by which he deceived those who had received the mark of the beast and those who 
worshiped his image. Both of them were thrown alive into the lake of fire burning with sulfur 
(Revelation 19:20 NET). 
 
This is the inglorious end to the Final Antichrist, the beast, and his cohort the “False Prophet.” 
 
The List Of Our Main Points 
 
1.  He Will Appear At The Time Of The End 
2.  His Arrival Will Signal The Beginning Of The Prophetic Period, The Day Of The Lord 
3.  He Is Presently Being Restrained By Someone Or Some “Thing” 
4.  He Will First Appear As An Inconspicuous Figure 
5.  He Will Appear As A Man Of Peace 
6.  He Will Seemingly Make A Peace Treaty With Israel 
7.  This Treaty Will Likely Involve Jerusalem And The Temple Mount 
8.  He Will Head Up A Ten Nation Political Confederacy 
9.  The Confederacy Will Become A World Power 
10.  He Will Break The Agreements He Made With His Allies 
11.  He Will Break The Covenant With The Jews 
12. The Beast Kills The Two Witnesses 
13. The Antichrist Rises From The Abyss, The Bottomless Pit 
14. He Also Arises From The Sea 
15.   He Is Further Described As Having Ten Horns, Seven Heads With Ten Diadems 
16. He Will Receive Some Type Of Fatal Head Wound 
17. He Becomes The Beast, A Man Controlled By Satan 
18. A Second Beast Arrives On The Scene: The False Prophet 
19.  The False Prophet Forces The People On The Earth To Worship The Final Antichrist  
20. The People of the Earth Are Commanded To Make A Statue of the Antichrist 
21. Somehow, This Second Beast Is Allowed To Cause The Statue To Come Alive 
22. Everyone Must Receive The Mark Of The Beast To Be Able To Buy Or Sell 
23. The Mark Of The Beast Is The Number 666 
24. He Subdues Three Of The Ten Kings In His Federation 
25. He Desecrates The Temple In Jerusalem 
26. He Will Claim That He Is Actually God Himself 
27. As Antichrist Rules Politically He Curses The Living God 
28. The Jews Will Be Persecuted 
29. The Beast Will Attempt To Make Changes In The Calendar   
30. He Wages War On The Believers In Christ, The Tribulation Saints 
31. He Gathers All Nations Against Jerusalem 
32. He Attempts To Fight The Lord Himself 
33. He Is Captured And Then Cast Alive Into The Lake Of Fire 
 
Summary To The Career Of The Final Antichrist 
 
These 33 points give us the main emphasizes of the Scripture of the personage who is to come, the 
Final Antichrist. As we noted, his ignominious career consists of one evil deed after another.  
 



Fortunately, his time on the earth is limited. However, it will be the worst period in the history of the 
world. The good news for believers in Jesus Christ, is that we will not be on the earth to experience 
it. 
 
In our next episode, we are going to look at as to why we should assume these events will literally 
occur, and if so, the lessons that we learn from them. 
 


