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Who Or What Is Antichrist?  

Why Should We Study About Him? 
  
There are many questions which arise regarding this figure known as “Antichrist.” Is it a force, a 
religious system, or an actual person who is in view?  
 
If it is a person, is he a mere human being, or is he a supernatural character, perhaps even the offspring 
of the devil himself! Has this person already appeared on the stage of history, or should we expect to 
see him in the future? What does the Bible have to say about these questions? 
 
These matters have been debated throughout the centuries. Indeed, there is tremendous curiosity and 
fascination among believers and non-believers alike on this subject of Antichrist. Fortunately, the 
Bible gives us much detail about the origin, background, evil character, inglorious career and eventual 
doom of the final Antichrist, the coming Caesar. 
 
Our goal is to discover exactly how we should understand the biblical references to the Antichrist.    
 
Our Focus Is Upon Jesus 
 
The ultimate goal, however, is not to focus on Antichrist, but rather upon Jesus Christ. Antichrist will 
appear for only a short time while our relationship with Jesus Christ will last forever. Consequently, 
we should always have this eternal perspective as we study this subject. 
 
With this in mind, let us now look at what the Bible has to say about “The Final Antichrist: The 
Coming Caesar.” 
 

Who Or What Is Antichrist?  
Why Should We Study About Him? 

 
In the New Testament we find the term “Antichrist” used. What does it refer to? Is it a person or an 
impersonal force? If it is a person, can we know his identity? What can we learn about Antichrist from 
the Bible? 
 
The Meaning Of The Word Antichrist 
 
The word “Antichrist” is actually made up of two Greek words. The word “anti” can mean either, “in 
place of,” “instead of,” or “in opposition to.”  
 
The Greek word “Christos” means the “Messiah,” or “Anointed One.” He is the “Christ.” 
 
Therefore, the term Antichrist indicates someone, or some “thing,” that attempts to take the place of, 
usurp the authority of, or be in opposition to, the genuine Messiah, Jesus Christ. In other words, 
Antichrist is, in many ways, the opposite of Christ. 
 
 



The Term Antichrist Is Only Found In The Writings Of John 
 
The specific word “Antichrist” is only found in the New Testament writings of the Apostle John. He 
uses the term five different times in two of his letters, First John, and Second John. They are as follows. 
 
There Are Many Antichrists, A Final Antichrist Is Still To Come (1 John 2:18) 
 
In this verse, we have two different references to Antichrist. We discover that there are many 
Antichrists who will come and go, as well as one final Antichrist who is yet to appear. John wrote. 
 
Dear children, the last hour is here. You have heard that the Antichrist is coming, and already many 
such Antichrists have appeared. From this we know that the last hour has come (1 John 2:18 NLT). 
 
This first reference in this verse is singular, not plural. It is “the Antichrist” who is coming. This seems 
to be referring to something or someone very specific who has not yet arrived on the scene. 
 
There is also a plural reference in this verse. At the time of his writing, John reports that “many 
Antichrists” have already appeared. From this we can conclude that many Antichrists have appeared 
and will continue to appear until the final Antichrist arrives. 
 
Antichrist Denies The True Christ (1 John 2:22) 
 
John later said that anyone who denies Jesus is the Messiah, or the Christ, is “an Antichrist.” He put 
it this way.  
 
And who is a liar? Anyone who says that Jesus is not the Christ. Anyone who denies the Father and 
the Son is an Antichrist (1 John 2:22 NLT)  
 
If a person denies God the Father and God the Son, then they are considered to be an Antichrist; one 
who is opposed to the God of the Bible. 
 
The Spirit Of Antichrist Was Already Present (1 John 4:3) 
 
Though Antichrist was coming, we are also told that the spirit of Antichrist was already present at the 
time of John. He wrote. 
 
Every spirit that does not confess Jesus is not from God. This is the spirit of the antichrist, which you 
heard was coming and now is in the world already (1 John 4:3 ESV). 
 
There is such a thing as the “spirit of Antichrist,” and we are told that this particular spirit was in the 
world when John wrote. 
 
Present-day Deceivers Are Linked To Antichrist (2 John 7) 
 
In the Second letter of John, he warned about deceivers, or Antichrists, who are already in the world. 
He linked them to the final Antichrist. We read the following. 
 



For many deceivers have gone out into the world, those who do not confess the coming of Jesus Christ 
in the flesh. Such a one is the deceiver and the antichrist (2 John 7 ESV). 
 
Anyone who does not confess that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh, that God the Son became a 
human being in the Person of Jesus Christ, is called the deceiver, the Antichrist. 
 
Observations About What The Bible Says Concerning Antichrist 
 
From these writings of John, we learn the following things from the five times that he uses this 
expression “Antichrist.” 
 
1. The Final Antichrist Is Yet To Come 
 
The first use of the term is to designate some person or some “thing” which will rise up and oppose 
Christ in the future. At the time John wrote, this final Antichrist had not yet appeared. Therefore, 
Antichrist was still to come.  
 
What is interesting to note is that the people to whom John was writing had already heard about this 
coming Antichrist. John himself may have been the one who taught them about this personage. The 
subject was well-known to the people at that time in the early church. 
 
2. Presently There Are Many Antichrists 
 
Although there will be a final Antichrist, the second usage of the term informs us that many Antichrists 
have come and will continue to come before the appearance of the final one. In other words, every 
generation has “an Antichrist.” This is what John is emphasizing in his letter. Many types of this future 
Antichrist, the coming Caesar, have already appeared and are still appearing. Believers need to be 
aware of this. 
 
These truths about Antichrist are in harmony with what Paul wrote to the Thessalonians about the 
spirit of lawlessness which was already at work. He wrote. 
 
For the secret power of lawlessness is already at work; but the one who now holds it back will continue 
to do so till he is taken out of the way. And then the lawless one will be revealed, whom the Lord 
Jesus will overthrow with the breath of his mouth and destroy by the splendor of his coming (2 
Thessalonians 2:7,8 NIV). 
 
This lawless power of Antichrist has been at work since the beginning of the Christian church through 
many individual Antichrists which have come and gone. This same spirit of Antichrist will continue 
until the arrival of the final Antichrist. 
 
3. Antichrist, By Nature, Is A Liar 
 
The third use of the term Antichrist by John points out one of the basic qualities of this adversary of 
the Lord; Antichrist is a liar. It is one who denies that Jesus is the Christ, the Messiah. Therefore, the 
Antichrist denies both God the Father and God the Son.   
 
 



4. The Message Of Antichrist Is A Denial Of Jesus 
 
The fourth usage informs us of the message of Antichrist. The spirit of Antichrist will not confess 
that Jesus Christ actually came in human flesh. It is a denial that God became a human being in the 
Person of Jesus Christ. This is crucial to understand. Antichrist denies the very reason for which Jesus 
Christ came into our world. 
 
5. Antichrists Deny The Christ Has Actually Come Into The World 
 
The fifth usage of the term Antichrist also emphasizes the denial of this personage that Jesus Christ 
has come in the flesh.  
 
Some attempt to find a denial of Jesus’ Second Coming in this statement. They translate 2 John 7 as a 
future tense, “Jesus Christ is coming.” This would have Antichrist denying the Second Coming of 
Christ, as well as his First Coming.  
 
While this is possible, it seems more likely that Antichrist is denying the fact that God became a human 
being in the Person of Jesus Christ.  
 
Thus, the specific denial of Antichrist is the denial of the coming of Christ the first time around; a key 
truth of the New Testament.   
 
This sums up some basic facts we learn about Antichrist from John’s use of the term.  
 
Is Antichrist A Person, Religious System, Or Influence? 
 
The term Antichrist has been subject to a number of different interpretations among Bible believers. 
Some see it as referring to a false religious system while others believe it refers to an evil influence or 
spirit that is against Jesus Christ.  
 
There is also the view that Antichrist refers to an actual person, who has already come upon the scene 
of history, or who will come in the future. We will examine each of these possibilities as we look at 
what the Scripture has to say about this important topic. In doing so, we will conclude that the coming 
Antichrist is actually a person who has yet to appear on the stage of history. 
 
Antichrist Is Prominent In Scripture 
 
While John is the only biblical writer to use this particular term “Antichrist,” we will discover that the 
subject of the coming “Antichrist” is actually found throughout the entire Scripture.  
 
Indeed, one may be surprised to learn that there are over one hundred references to the future 
Antichrist in the Bible.  
 
Thus, Antichrist is a very important subject. This being the case, the entire scope of biblical teaching 
on this subject should be thoroughly examined.  

 
 
 



Why Is It Important To Study About Antichrist? 
 
Before we engage in a detailed study of the subject of Antichrist, it is important that we understand 
why we ought to do so. Why should we take our time and study such an evil subject? Shouldn’t our 
time be better spent by studying certain truths about God? Shouldn’t we concentrate on the good 
instead of the evil?  
 
There are, however, a number of reasons as to why the subject of Antichrist should get our attention. 
 
1. The Subject Of Antichrist Is Part Of Holy Scripture 
 
To begin with, the subject of Antichrist is contained in the Bible, the Word of God. Since it is recorded 
in Holy Scripture it should not be neglected, rather the subject of Antichrist should be thoroughly 
studied.  
 
In fact, the Bible is clear that all Scripture is profitable for our study. Paul wrote to Timothy. 
 
All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for 
training in righteousness, that the man of God may be competent, equipped for every good work (2 
Timothy 3:16,17 ESV). 
 
Since the subject of Antichrist is part of Scripture, it will be profitable for us to study. For this reason 
alone, it should not be neglected.  
 
Furthermore, as we shall see, there are a number of practical benefits which will result from a look at 
what the Bible has to say about the coming Antichrist. It is not merely an academic exercise. 

 
2. Antichrist Is Highlighted In Scripture 
 
There is something else. The final Antichrist, this coming Caesar, is not an obscure subject in the 
Bible. Indeed, as we shall discover there are a number of passages, over one hundred of them in both 
testaments, which talk about the coming Antichrist.  
 
The fact that Scripture gives such attention to this subject is another reason why we should also. 
Indeed, apart from Jesus Christ, Antichrist is the most written about character in the entire Bible. 
 
3. He Is Prominent In End-Time Events 
 
Not only is Antichrist highlighted in Scripture, he is also “the” prominent figure on the earth with 
respect to end-time events. Paul wrote about this to the Thessalonians. 
 
Don’t let anyone deceive you in any way, for [that day will not come] until the rebellion occurs and 
the man of lawlessness is revealed, the man doomed to destruction. He will oppose and will exalt 
himself over everything that is called God or is worshiped, so that he sets himself up in God’s temple, 
proclaiming himself to be God (2 Thessalonians 2:3-4 NIV). 
 
Since Antichrist is the major figure on the earth during the predicted end-time events, we should want 
to know as much as we can about him.  



4. Some Christians Think We Will Live To See Him 
 
There is the perspective, held by many Christians, that the church of Jesus Christ, the true believers, 
will actually still exist on the earth during the reign of the final Antichrist. We do know that there will 
be saints, or believers, during this period of time.  
 
In fact, we read in the Book of Revelation that this personage persecutes and actually kills many of 
the saints of God. Scripture says. 
 
When he opened the fifth seal, I saw under the altar the souls of those who had been slain for the 
word of God and for the witness they had borne. They cried out with a loud voice, “O Sovereign 
Lord, holy and true, how long before you will judge and avenge our blood on those who dwell on the 
earth?” (Revelation 6:9-10 ESV). 
 
Many think this refers to the believers which are part of the New Testament church. Since the church 
will be around during the career of a personal Antichrist, then we should do everything that we can to 
prepare for this difficult period. This includes knowing what we can about this personage. 
 
Even if we will not be around to see Antichrist, at the very least, this man of sin will come shortly 
before the Lord returns. Either way, we need to know about him. 
 
5. The Subject Is More Than Something Of Mere Curiosity Or Sensationalism 
 
The study of such a character as Antichrist, therefore, should be more than a mere exercise in curiosity. 
It has many practical implications. Consequently, if we want to study the entire counsel of God, we 
should not neglect this important subject. This is especially true if we may believe the church will 
suffer its worse persecution ever through the final Antichrist.  
 
Therefore, it is not a subject merely for the sensationalist or for the curious. It is a subject which every 
serious student of the Word of God should investigate. 
 
6.  Antichrist Has Been A Subject Of Study By Believers From The Beginning 
 
The fact that we are embarking on a study of Antichrist is not something novel. Indeed, from the very 
beginning of the Christian church there have been those who have been exploring the subject.  
 
For example, the second century church father, Irenaeus, wrote a work titled Against Heresies. In this 
particular volume, this early churchman discussed the person of Antichrist as well as the subject of 
the “mark of the beast.” 
 
One of the immediate disciples of Irenaeus, a man named Hippolytus, wrote a work called On Christ 
and Antichrist. This detailed volume was entirely devoted to the subject of the coming man of sin. 
Many other references could be cited. The point is this: Antichrist has been a subject of interest among 
Bible-believers from the very beginning of the New Testament church. 
 
 
 
 



Conclusion: This Subject Should Be Properly Studied 
 
These are a few of the many reasons as to why this subject should not be neglected. As can readily be 
seen, it is important that we take the time to understand what the Scripture says about this topic.  
 
Sad to say, it actually promotes the interests of the devil to keep people in ignorance about the coming 
man of sin. Satan would love people to neglect this subject, or cloud it with unwarranted speculation 
or sensationalism.  
 
Unfortunately, there has been too much sensationalism on this subject. The tragic fact is that many 
books have been written which claim to identify the long-awaited Antichrist. These writers believe 
that they have determined the personage whose name equals the number 666.  
 
When these writers are eventually shown to be incorrect, as all of them have been, their 
misidentification has caused many people to ignore the topic, or assume nothing can be accurately 
known about it. This is heartbreaking. There is much to learn from a proper study of Scripture on this 
issue.  
 
Our goal, therefore, should be to get a comprehensive understanding of Antichrist from a study of 
the Bible and then draw conclusions from what we have learned. In this way, we can do justice to this 
extremely important subject. 
 


