
Episode 11 
 

The Russian Invasion Of Ukraine: 
What Does It Mean Biblically? 

 
On Wednesday, February 23, 2022, Russia, led by Vladimir Putin, illegally invaded a sovereign country, 
Ukraine. The reasons Putin gave for the necessity to invade were patently false.  
 
Putin did not limit his incursion to the two Russian-speaking regions that supposedly needed 
independence from Ukraine. Instead, his attack is upon the entire country.  
 
Scores of refugees have left Ukraine and have gone to neighboring countries such as Poland, Romania, 
and Moldova. In essence, this is an attack on the free world.  
 
Questions Abound 
 
So, are his intentions limited to Ukraine? What about other nearby countries, Estonia, Lithuania, and 
Latvia? He has already threatened any country or organization that stands in his way.  
 
Will this cause a World War?  Is this the Ezekiel 38,39 invasion? Will the world be destroyed with the 
threats Russia has made to use their nuclear weapons against any country who helps Ukraine?  
 
At the outset, two important observations are in order. 
 
Observation 1:  This Is Not The Ezekiel 38,39 Invasion 
 
This incursion has nothing to do with the Ezekiel 38,39 invasion. Scripture is clear that the Ezekiel 
38,39 is a “last days” invasion of Israel, and Israel alone. There are no other countries targeted. 
 
Add to this, the invasion consists of a “group of nations” invading. Only Russia is involved in this 
conflict with Ukraine. 
 
Observation 2: The World Will Not Be Destroyed 
 
While the Russians have threatened to destroy the world with nuclear weapons if the West does not 
give in to their demands, this will not happen. The Bible makes it clear that the Lord will intervene 
before something like this occurs.  
 
Jesus, in speaking of the time of the end, said the following: 
 
For then there will be great suffering unlike anything that has happened from the beginning of the 
world until now, or ever will happen. And if those days had not been cut short, no one would be 
saved. But for the sake of the elect those days will be cut short (Matthew 24:21,22 NET). 
 
Jesus has promised to return before the world finds a way to destroy itself. 
 
Scripture also records the Lord returning to a world that still exists. Upon His return, He sets up His 
eternal kingdom. We read about this in the Book of Revelation:  



Then I saw heaven opened and here came a white horse! The one riding it was called “Faithful” and 
“True,” and with justice he judges and goes to war. His eyes are like a fiery flame and there are many 
diadem crowns on his head. He has a name written that no one knows except himself. He is dressed 
in clothing dipped in blood, and he is called the Word of God. The armies that are in heaven, dressed 
in white, clean, fine linen, were following him on white horses. From his mouth extends a sharp sword, 
so that with it he can strike the nations. He will rule them with an iron rod, and he stomps the 
winepress of the furious wrath of God, the All-Powerful. He has a name written on his clothing and 
on his thigh: “King of kings and Lord of lords.” (Revelation 19:11-16 NET). 
 
The promise of Scripture is that Jesus will return someday as “King of kings” and “Lord of Lords.” 
Indeed, there will be a world, filled with people, to return to. 
 
So What Does This Mean Biblically? 
 
If this is not the Ezekiel 38,39 invasion, and the world will not be destroyed by nuclear weapons, then 
how shall we view this event of the Russian invasion of Ukraine in light of the Scripture? What should 
we conclude?  
 
There are a number of things that are necessary for us to understand as we indicate in the following 
nine points. 
 
Point 1: The Lord Is In Control of All Things 
 
This first point is essential. Above all, we must evaluate all the events taking place in our world in light 
of what the Scripture has to say.  
 
The Bible is very clear on this matter. The Lord, the God of the Bible, is indeed in control of all things.  
 
An Illustration From The Life Of Daniel 
 
To illustrate this truth, we can look at an episode recorded in the second chapter of the Book of 
Daniel. King Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon had a vivid dream that he knew meant something. He called 
all of his magicians and astrologers to tell him two things. First, exactly what he had dreamt, and 
second, what did it mean. 
 
Obviously, they could not tell him what he had dreamt so they continued to ask him to tell them the 
dream and then they would interpret it for him. Nebuchadnezzar would have none of this. Since they 
could not tell him what he had dreamt the king ordered them to be put to death.  
 
When Daniel heard about this he asked if the authorities would give him time to pray to the Lord for 
answers to these two questions.  
 
Time was granted, and Daniel was indeed given the answers. Scripture then explains what happened 
when Daniel was brought into the presence of the king: 
 
The king asked Daniel, who was also called Belteshazzar, “Are you able to tell me what I dreamed and 
what it means?” 
 



Daniel answered, “No wise man, magician, or fortune-teller can explain to the king the secret he has 
asked about. But there is a God in heaven who explains secret things, and he has shown King 
Nebuchadnezzar what will happen at a later time. This is your dream, the vision you saw while lying 
on your bed: O king, as you were lying there, you thought about things to come. God, who can tell 
people about secret things, showed you what is going to happen. God also told this secret to me, not 
because I have greater wisdom than any other living person, but so that you may know what it means. 
In that way you will understand what went through your mind (Daniel 2:26-30 NCV). 
 
There is indeed no human being who can know what will take place in the future, nobody. But there 
is God in heaven who certainly does know! When He chooses, the Lord reveals these mysteries to 
human beings. The God of the Bible is able to reveal the future because He knows all things.  
 
This should be our starting point as we seek to understand what is taking place with Russia and how 
it may fit in to what the Lord has said will happen in the “last days.” We go to Him and His Word, 
and it alone, for the answers! 
 
Point 2: Bible Believers Can Understand What Is Taking Place 
 
This brings us to our next point. Scripture is clear that believers, living in the last days, will be able 
understand what is going on. 
 
In fact, later in the Book of Daniel we read about a conversation that Daniel had with a heavenly 
being. The prophet had heard certain truths revealed to him, but he did not understand the meaning. 
He said: 
 
I heard the answer, but I did not really understand, so I asked, “Master, what will happen after all 
these things come true?” 
He answered, “Go your way, Daniel. The message is closed up and sealed until the time of the end. 
Many people will be made clean, pure, and spotless, but the wicked will continue to be wicked. Those 
wicked people will not understand these things, but the wise will understand them” (Daniel 12:8-10 
NCV) 
 
Three things stand out in this passage. 
 
This Portion Of Scripture Is Specifically For The Time Of The End 
 
Daniel was told that it would be impossible for anyone to understand these predictions “until” the 
time of the end. In other words, neither he, nor anyone else could understand the meaning of the 
events at any earlier time in history. 
 
The Wicked Will NOT Understand 
 
The second point is one that we cannot emphasize enough. Unbelievers will never understand what is 
taking place. While they will attempt to derive some meaning from earth-shattering events, at the end 
of the day, they will have no idea as to what is really happening. 
 
 
 



There Will Be Those Who Do Understand 
 
The third thing that we learn is that these biblical predictions can be understood. Daniel was told that 
the wise, those who take God’s Word seriously and humbly study it, will be able to understand the 
meaning of the events that are occurring. Again, this is a specific promise for only those who are living 
at “the time of the end.” 
 
Accordingly, we need to view the entire episode of this Russian invasion of Ukraine in light of what 
Scripture has to say about the time of the end. Otherwise, we will be groping in darkness. 
 
We Should Be Confident 
 
Knowing these first two points, that the Lord is in control of all things and that He had revealed 
certain things about the future to us, should cause believers to be encouraged, confident and fearless. 
Indeed, our God has prepared us for days like this! 
 
Let’s now look at some of the specifics as to what the Bible tells us about end time events. 
 
Point 3:  The Bible Indicates There Will Be A Strong Russian Leader At The Time of the End 
 
We read about a “last days” invasion of Israel in the Book of Ezekiel. The passage begins with the 
Word of the Lord addressing a particular man who will lead this invasion:  
 
Now the word of the LORD came to me, saying, “Son of man, set your face against Gog, of the land 
of Magog, the prince of Rosh, Meshech, and Tubal, and prophesy against him, and say, ‘Thus says the 
Lord GOD: “Behold, I am against you, O Gog, the prince of Rosh, Meshech, and Tubal (Ezekiel 
38:1-3 NKJV). 
 
What Do We Know About This Man? 
 
From a look at Ezekiel 38 and 39, we can make a number of observations about this evil individual. 
 
Observation 1: 
 
He is not named, but given a title—Gog.  
 
Observation 2: 
 
He is from the land of Magog. This region would seemingly be in what is now parts of southwestern 
Russia, Georgia, eastern Turkey, Armenia, and Azerbaijan (see what we have written about this in our 
book The Ezekiel 38,39 Invasion, page 112). 
 
Observation 3: 
 
Gog is directly addressed by the Lord in this passage. He is singled out as a person that the Lord is 
“against.” So obviously he is an important character in the scheme of events as far as the Bible is 
concerned. 
 



Observation 4: 
 
He is a leader who will arise from modern day Russia (see Appendix 1 of our book, The Ezekiel 38,39 
Invasion). 
 
Observation 5: 
 
This assumes Russia is a leading nation at this time in that part of the world. 
 
Observation 6: 
 
Gog alone puts together this coalition of nations that will invade Israel. They are named for us in 
Scripture:  
 
I will turn you around, put hooks into your jaws, and bring you out with all your army, horses and 
horsemen, all of them fully armed, a great company with shields of different types, all of them armed 
with swords. Persia, Ethiopia, and Put are with them, all of them with shields and helmets. They are 
joined by Gomer with all its troops, and by Beth Togarmah from the remote parts of the north with 
all its troops - many peoples are with you (Ezekiel 38:4-6 NET). 
 
When we look at an ancient map, we find that the geographical areas include modern day Iran and 
Turkey. Note that there are many people involved with this coalition. 
 
Observation 7: 
 
He will obviously be a powerful leader to be able to put together such a large group of nations. 
 
Observation 8: 
 
These nations obey him. Obviously, Gog has some type of sway over them. This further indicates his 
power. 
 
Observation 9: 
 
This next observation is crucial! He only arises in the “last days.” In other words, we should NOT 
expect him to come on the scene before the time of the end. The Bible says: 
 
After many days you will be summoned; in the latter years you will come to a land restored from the 
ravages of war, with many peoples gathered on the mountains of Israel that had long been in ruins. 
Its people were brought out from the peoples, and all of them will be living securely. You will advance; 
you will come like a storm. You will be like a cloud covering the earth, you, all your troops, and the 
many other peoples with you (Ezekiel 38:8-10 NET). 
 
Observation 10: 
 
He has evil thoughts, namely, to take something from Israel that does not belong to him. He has no 
problem doing this: 
 



This is what the sovereign LORD says: On that day thoughts will come into your mind, and you will 
devise an evil plan. You will say, “I will invade a land of unwalled towns; I will advance against those 
living quietly in security - all of them living without walls and barred gates - to loot and plunder, to 
attack the inhabited ruins and the people gathered from the nations, who are acquiring cattle and 
goods, who live at the center of the earth” (Ezekiel 38:10-12 NET). 
 
Observation 11: 
 
Ezekiel 38:8 tells us that the people of Israel will be living securely, or living in confidence at that time. 
One translation puts it this way: 
 
But they have been taken out from the peoples, and they will be living in confidence (Ezekiel 38:8 
The First Testament) 
 
This tells us that they are NOT expecting to be invaded. Since this individual will catch the people of 
Israel unaware, it seems like he will have some type of relationship with them to the place where Israel 
thinks that they can trust him to protect them. 
 
These are some of the basic observations that we can make about this man from what the Bible tells 
us. 
 
Is Vladimir Putin Gog? 
 
Because of the events in Ukraine, as well as his past actions in Crimea and Georgia, the question arises 
if Putin is the Gog of Ezekiel 38,39. 
 
We can make this conclusion at the outset: It is NOT possible for us to know! While a case could be 
made for Putin, there are a few things that we must remember. 
 
Though he has the characteristics of this evil individual, he could be deposed and replaced by someone 
else, or he could die, or he could lose his power.  
 
Also, at the time of this invasion he is 69 years of age. Some have speculated that he has some 
debilitating disease, although we cannot say this for certain. Though he is the “President for Life” in 
Russia, we simply do not know if he is the personage that Scripture is speaking of! 
 
Hence, we do not want to make the same mistake with the “Gog” of Ezekiel that others in the past 
have made who have tried to identify the “final Antichrist.” As we are well aware, all of them were 
proven to be wrong (see our book The Final Antichrist for documentation). 
 
So let’s be careful out there about any speculation we may make! 
 
Point 4: By Default, The Bible Assumes Weak American Leadership. There Is No Superpower 
To Combat The Invading Force 
 
This is assumed by the lack of response from any country coming to the aid of Israel. There are none! 
While a few nations protest, none will come to their aid. 
 



Indeed, it seems that Gog doesn’t even give a second thought about anyone coming to the aid of 
Israel. He is not worried that the world will rise up in defense of this tiny country. And from Scripture, 
we know that nobody does back them militarily. 
 
This tells us that there is no superpower in the world that Russia is afraid of. The current Biden 
administration certainly fits the scenario. They have caused our energy independent country to now 
become energy dependent. Indeed, we now have to buy oil from other countries, including Russia. 
 
Add to this the debacle in Afghanistan where the world learned that the United States, at least this 
administration, cannot be trusted to follow through with their promises of protection for those who 
have helped them. The list goes on and on. 
 
From a position of strength in the previous administration, the United States has become a weak, 
laughingstock in the eyes of the world.  
 
Of course, Gog doesn’t count on the Lord, the God of the Bible, coming to the defense of Israel!  
 
Point 5:   There Is No World Leader Who Can Guide Us Out Of This Dilemma  
 
One thing that becomes obvious is that there is no “world leader” who can or will solve these types 
of international problems. Consequently, the world is “hungering” for someone who can be the 
“guiding light” when problems like this arise. In other words, someone who will provide real 
leadership. 
 
The Bible says that such a man is coming—one that the world will listen to will arise who seemingly 
will have all of the answers. Jesus said: 
 
I have come from my Father and speak for him, but you don’t accept me. But when another person 
comes, speaking only for himself, you will accept him (John 5:43 NCV) 
 
We have explained in great detail what the Scripture has to say about this coming world leader in our 
book, The Final Antichrist. 
 
Point 6: The Move Toward Digital Currency 
 
There is another fallout that we will see from this invasion. In the future, nations, who wish to do 
such adventurism as Russia, need to be somewhat invulnerable financially. In other words, the world 
banks must NOT be able to totally shut them down economically.  
 
The sanctions against Russia from the major banks will cause these despots to do more things with 
digital money that nobody can trace. 
 
This further sets the stage for what is assumed in Revelation 13 where nobody can buy or sell without 
the “mark of the beast.” To monitor something like that, some type of digital currency, is a must.  
 
 
 
 



Point 7: The Trickle-Down Effect…China 
 
There is also the possibility that such an invasion by Russia, and the lack of any real response from a 
powerful USA, will cause China to feel that they can invade Taiwan. There are many who predict that 
if Ukraine falls to Russia, Taiwan is next. 
 
If so, this will cause greater chaos in the world than the invasion of Ukraine. While this is not a 
certainty, it is indeed a much greater possibility with this weak U.S. administration. 
 
Point 8: Russia Rejects Israel’s Right To Golan and Jerusalem 
 
Since Israel did not side with Russia when they invaded Ukraine, we find that the Russians showed 
their true colors. Consider the following headline and story. 
 
Russia takes issue with Israel's sovereignty over Golan Heights and Jerusalem 
 
Russia doesn’t recognize Israel’s sovereignty over Golan Heights that are part of Syria,” its deputy 
ambassador, Dmitry Polyanskiy, told the UN Security Council, which held a debate on the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict on Wednesday. Polyanskiy spoke just hours after Israel broke its neutrality on the 
conflict, as it gave a nod in support of Ukraine…  
He also indirectly took issue in his comments with Israeli sovereignty over Jerusalem, including west 
Jerusalem. 
In 2017, Moscow said it recognized west Jerusalem as Israel’s capital. But Polyanskiy appeared on 
Wednesday to ignore that recognition of Israel’s government, using Tel Aviv as a synonym for Israel’s 
government. 
It is a phrase used only by those countries who mean to convey that they do not recognize Israeli 
sovereignty over any part of its capital city (The Jerusalem Post, February 24, 2022). 
 
Let us remember that Israel mistakenly assumes that Russia is their friend.  
 
The fear of Russia also led to the lack of mention of Russia by Prime Minister Bennett in his initial 
comments on the invasion. Note this story: 
 
Bennett stops short of condemning – or even mentioning – Russia; Calls on Jews to leave 
 
Israeli Prime Minister Naftali Bennett offered a cryptic criticism of Russia’s military invasion of 
Ukraine but stopped short of naming the country in remarks this afternoon about the unfolding crisis. 
“The world order as we know it is changing,” Bennett said. “The world is much less stable, and our 
region too is changing every day.” 
“These days teach us that war between armies is not, unfortunately, a feature of the past,” he said. 
He also called on Israelis who are still in Ukraine to leave the country and for Jews to come to Israel. 
. . “These are difficult, tragic times. Our hearts are with the civilians of eastern Ukraine who were 
caught up in this situation.” (The Jerusalem Post, February 23, 2022). 
 
This issue has caused much concern in Israel. Note this headline and the comments. 
 
 
 



Will Israel Find Itself on the Wrong Side of the ‘Changing’ World Order? 
 
With fighting raging in Ukraine, Israel finds itself torn between supporting independent Ukrainian 
sovereignty and not wishing to anger a newly belligerent world power in Russia. 
Should the Jewish state support a diminishing world order led by the United States and Western 
European powers, or an emerging order in which a China- and Russia-led axis now seeks to dominate 
international affairs? Must Israel choose? (the algemeiner, February 27, 2022). 
 
Recall that the Biden Administration, when they came into office, was asked if they agreed with 
Trump’s decisions about the Golan Heights rightly belonging to Israel.  
 
They did NOT say “yes,” that they do agree with his decision. Instead they merely said that we should 
leave the status quo in place for now. In other words, it is possible that they would agree with Russia 
that the Golan is not legally in the hands of Israel. 
 
This does not bode well for either Israel or the United States. 
 
Point 9: Iran is now in a position to attack Israel without repercussions 
 
This invasion by Russia has emboldened Iran to move forward with its worldwide terroristic 
campaigns. Note the following headline and story: 
 
How war in Ukraine increases Iran’s threat to Israel - analysis 
 
There is a chance that the war in and US focus on Ukraine could lead Iran to believe it can exploit this 
chaotic time to encourage its proxies to attack Israel. 
  
Reports on Thursday morning showed Russian attacks across Ukraine including against key airports 
and military sites. Air raid sirens were heard in western Ukraine and in Lviv, where some countries, 
including Israel, have relocated their embassies. 
The message that Russia’s unprovoked attack has for the world is clear: other countries can do the 
same. 
In the Middle East, Iran understands that the Russian operation gives it a blank check to continue 
attacking countries throughout the region. This has potential repercussions for Israel. Jerusalem has 
always behaved as if it will have to face Iran alone, but the conflict in Ukraine is yet another message 
for the Middle East (Jerusalem Post, February 24, 2022) 
 
Israel will certainly be more vulnerable. 
 
Consider this headline and article about the supportive nature of Iran to Russia with respect to their 
invasion: 
 
Iran supports Russian invasion of Ukraine, orders Iranians not to protest against Putin, but 
they defy the order 
 
This is yet another sign of the deep unpopularity of the Islamic regime in Iran. It might have fallen if 
Biden’s handlers hadn’t thrown it a life rope in the form of billions in sanctions relief (Jihad Watch, 
February 27, 2022, by Robert Spencer). 



There is also this: 
 
Beijing, Moscow, and Tehran Coordinate the Destruction of Democracy 
 
As deadly missiles rain upon Ukraine from a fateful and ill-conceived decision by Vladimir Putin to 
invade, one prominent country stands with the Russian dictator: China. 
Having just signed a wide-ranging strategic agreement with Putin on Feb. 4, Xi Jinping is effectively 
joining a Moscow pact against the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO). China’s junior 
ally Iran also signaled support for the dictators by condemning NATO as at fault for Russia’s crime 
(The Epoch Times, February 25,2022) 
 
Sadly, one of the differences in attacking Israel as opposed to attacking Ukraine is the hatred for Israel 
among almost all of the countries of the world.  
 
Summing Up:  
 
As we have seen, these events fit well into the biblical scenario of the world as it will exist in the last 
days. Therefore, the words of Jesus should ring true in our hearts as we look at them from a biblical 
perspective. 
 
These things I have spoken to you, that in Me you may have peace. In the world you will have 
tribulation; but be of good cheer, I have overcome the world” (John 16:33 NKJV). 
 
Indeed, He has…lest we forget! 
 


