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What are Proverbs? 

 
Proverbs are short, easy to understand sayings that give ethical direction in specific situations. They 
span from generation to generation. Because parables are easy to understand, they are usually 
applicable across cultures with little to no context needed. Parables aren't just something from history. 
There are still proverbs being coined today. 
 
Proverbs come from experience and observation of repeated patterns in daily life. A famous definition 
attributed to Miguel de Cervantes holds that "a proverb is a short sentence founded upon long 
experience." 
 
Proverbs occur most frequently in what is known as the wisdom literature of the Bible. Wisdom 
literature is a genre focused on practical strategies for daily living. Proverbs and parables come from the 
Hebrew noun mashal, the root of which (m-sh-l) means "to be like" (Scott, 1989, p. 9). Other names you 
may hear a proverb called include: maxim, aphorism, moral, lesson, adage, motto, axiom, etc. 
 
The Book of Proverbs is traditionally ascribed to Solomon (King David’s son). It is a collection of wisdom 
sayings which are passed down by the older and wiser to the younger and more foolish. These proverbs 
emphasize attitudes and behaviors that foster harmony and order, and contrast wise and foolish 
behavior in the sharpest of terms: "A wise child makes a glad father, but the foolish despise their 
mothers" (Prov. 15:20). They also express the superiority of wisdom to folly: "Better is a dry morsel with 
quiet, that a house full of feasting with strife" (Prov. 17:1). They come in the form of rhetorical questions 
that beg an obvious answer: "Can fire be carried in the bosom without burning one's clothes?" (Prov. 
6:27). 
 
A parable is a more expansive cousin to the proverb. It is a short, fictitious story that expresses a moral 
or religious lesson. Like the proverb, parables are memorable and engage the listener in applying the 
parable to situations in one's own life. Parables, however, sometimes have context that applies to the 
culture or era and are not as easily understood by those outside of the culture or era in which they were 
first told. 
 
While parables can be allegories, stories in which everything stands for something else, recent parables 
scholars agree that parables are better described as narratives with metaphorical qualities. Jesus' 
parables oppose traditional wisdom, making connections between everyday life and the kingdom of God 
(Scott, 1989, p. 14). 
 
New Testament parables are realistic, yet strange, metaphorical, paradoxical, challenging, and open-
ended. The paradox in Jesus' parables lies in their strange twists, often an equation of something we 
normally think of as odd or negative with something positive—something, in fact, that points to an 
aspect of God's presence and power in the world. 
 
 
 
 
Info found at: https://www.encyclopedia.com/environment/encyclopedias-almanacs-transcripts-and-maps/parables-and-
proverbs 
Reference use in above website: <Scott, Bernard Brandon. Hear Then the Parable: A Commentary on the Parables of Jesus. 
Minneapolis, 1989.> 
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A Note to Group Leaders 

The sermon series we are following in this Bible study is called OBJECTives, because the 
proverbs are objectives, and objects are used to give visuals in the sermon.  We would love for 
you to follow this as well as we go deeper into Jesus’ saying that add to the proverbs, bringing 
an object or visual to use as an opening for the week’s lesson.  This is a list of suggested objects 
to bring but feel free to tweak it or make any changes if you don’t have any objects or have a  
different idea.  We aren’t trying to give you a shopping list, just a visual to help the Bible verses 
stick in the minds of your group members. 

Week 1- Wise and foolish builders (Matthew 7:24-29) 
Bring sand, Orbeez™ (water beads), a bag of dried beans, beads, or whatever you have that has 

small parts that move around and a rock.  Show them and talk about which one is a stable 
foundation for our house/ life. 

Week 2- Parable of the talents (Matthew 25:14-30) 
Bring a cell phone and show it to the group.  Lead a discussion on ways distractions prevent us 

from using our “talents”. 

Week 3- The Rich Young Man (Matthew 19:16-20) 
Bring a box or Tupperware (“treasure box”) with a Bible and one with  money in it.  Discuss 

what is your treasure- there your heart is. 

Week 4- Sermon on the mount- anger (Matthew 5:21-26) 
Bring a candle.  Talk about putting out the “heat of anger” before lighting a candle of worship.  
You can light the candle to represent anger, blow it out, then light it again or just talk about it. 

Week 5- The Parable of the unforgiving servant (Matthew 18:21-35) 
Big pile of something and a small pile of something, to represent the small debt and the large 
debt.  It could be rocks, laundry, large pile of receipts and a single receipt, whatever you have 

that you want to use to represent the different sized debts. 

Week 6- The Prodigal Son (Luke 15:11-32) 
Bring party supplies- party hats, balloons, food to share with your group, whatever you have 

that feels party-ish.  Talk about how we are to welcome others who have sinned against us as 
God does. 

Week 7- Teachings about marriage/let the little children come to Me (Matthew 19:4-6,13-14) 
Bring a pile of kids’ toys/ a kid’s mess and talk about how Jesus said to let the little children 

come to me.  Jesus looks through the mess and sees the heart. 

Week 8- Ask, Seek, Knock (Matthew 7:7-12) 
Knock on the door to the room and enter in. 
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How to Get the Most out of this Curriculum 

Welcome to the Park Chapel One Church 2021 Curriculum!  This packet contains your parallel 
study guide to the OBJECTive sermon series spanning Sunday, September 12 to October 31, 
2021.  The weekly study and discussion templates that follow are here to assist you and your 
small group to dig deeper into God’s word together as a group and as individuals.  To 
accomplish this, you will find here 8 teachings of Jesus himself that correlate to the Proverbs 
that will be highlighted in the sermon series.  Immediately after this guide is Bible Reading Plan.  
This schedule highlights a handful of verses from the Old and New Testaments that correlate to 
the sermon and the small group discussion material.  I cannot encourage you enough to take 
10-15 minutes each week to read and reflect on these passages.   

Following the reading plan are weekly discussion and study guides. You’ll find an outline of 
material to be discussed and organized into 6 main sections. 

The first is “Getting Started.”  Here is a reminder to begin with prayer.  Our former Associate 
Pastor Jud Weece used to say that “Prayer is the Plan.”  We aim to see this legacy live on in our 
small groups.  Ice breaker questions and other discussion topics will follow to transition the 
group into the scripture.   

The bulk of a small group meeting is intended to take place in the next 3 sections:  Content, 
Context and Connection.  In these you’ll find a passage from the teachings of Jesus, an 
exposition from a prominent commentator, and a handful of prompts regarding the application 
of the scripture to your daily life. In each section is a large blank space to write notes and 
thoughts.  Some of the prompts therein are labeled “Prepare ahead.”  The idea here is, that as 
you take 10-15 minutes to read the scripture, you can jot some observations in this space and 
have some time as a group to think about them together.  Others are labeled “Discuss 
together.”  Again, the idea here is that these are to be discussed as group.  But the most 
important thing, regardless of how the structure of the curriculum is applied in your group, is 
that we all learn and grow together, gaining a better understanding of our Savior’s heart and 
loving Him more. 

The next two sections are a transition out of the dedicated small group time.  The prayer is a 
carefully constructed recitation of truth that can be prayed back to God individually or 
corporately.  If your group decides not to incorporate them in your discussion, it may be 
valuable to at least read them, reflect on the truth therein and worship God in your own words.  
Finally, the “Looking Ahead” section comprises a few reminders for the next week’s meeting.  
Take time to think about these and your next gathering will be enriched for it. 

We pray that this curriculum blesses you; that you grow because of your study and that God is 
glorified in your heart.  Blessings! 
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Bible Reading Plan 

With this Bible Study we would like for you to go deeper into the scriptures.  There are fewer 
verses to read each week with the goal that you will dive into these verses, meditate on them, 
study them, know them, and know God better through truly knowing His word.  There are places 
in the study guide to fill out before going to Bible study.  We want you to use your mind to love 
God (Matthew 22:37).  Some ways to go deeper into a single verse include reading it more than 
once, meditating on it ( thinking about what it says deeply), and asking yourself questions like 
what does this verse tell me about God?  What does it tell me about mankind?  How do I need to 
change to obey what God is saying in the verse?  Enjoy your time going deep into these words of 
wisdom. 

Before Bible Study begins: Read Proverbs 1:20 and Matthew 7:24-29 

Week 1: Proverbs 6:6-11; Matthew 25:14-30 
additional: Proverbs 10:4, 13:4, 31:15-17 

Week 2: Proverbs 3:9; Matthew 19:16-20 

Week 3: Proverbs 15:18; Matthew 5:21-26 

Week 4: Proverbs 31:8-9; Matthew 18:21-35 

Week 5: Proverbs 17:17; Luke 15:11-32 

Week 6: Proverbs 22:6; Matthew 19:4-6,13-14 

additional: Proverbs 6:20, 11:29, 15:20, 27 

Week 7: Proverbs 3:5-6, 10:3; Matthew 7:7-12 

Week 8:  Keep the habit going! 
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Week 1 – Wisdom:  Proverbs 1:20 
Getting Started:  Open with prayer! 

Icebreaker:  Who was your wisest teacher and what attributes did they have? 
 

 
Content:  wise and foolish builders (Matthew 7:24-29) 

“Therefore everyone who hears these words of mine and puts them into practice is like a wise 
man who built his house on the rock.  The rain came down, the streams rose, and the winds 
blew and beat against that house; yet it did not fall, because it had its foundation on the 
rock.  But everyone who hears these words of mine and does not put them into practice is like 
a foolish man who built his house on sand.  The rain came down, the streams rose, and the 
winds blew and beat against that house, and it fell with a great crash.”  When Jesus had 
finished saying these things, the crowds were amazed at his teaching, because he taught as 
one who had authority, and not as their teachers of the law. 

Prepare ahead:  make 3 observations about this passage below: 
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Context 
Jesus closes out His sermon, picturing two builders and two foundations.  According to The 
4thBlogDave, there are three important observations.  1.) Everyone builds their lives on 
something; 2.) The storms of life are approaching; 3.)  Choosing a firm foundation allows 
growth in this life and beyond.   The development of wisdom, as seen in Proverbs, takes the 
builder to new levels of excellence despite life’s interferences. 
 
Prepare ahead:  what are 3 follow up questions that you can ask about the passage and the 
comments above? 
 
 
 
 
 
       Discuss together: 

1.)  How does the parable add to your understanding of the Proverb? 
2.) What questions come to your mind as you reflect on these passages? 

 
Connection 

1. How do we apply wisdom to our everyday walk with Christ? 
2. What does the bible say about not heeding God's wisdom? 
 
What is one specific way you can apply this to your life? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Prayer 
Dear Father in Heaven, we praise You the creator of all things, including wisdom. Help us to seek 
wisdom in all areas of our lives to build Your kingdom here on earth. I pray that You would give us 
the wisdom we need each day to tackle what is before us in a way that glorifies You. Lead us in 
Your ways of wisdom, Lord, as we seek to build our lives on the wisdom of Your truth. Amen. 

Looking Ahead 
• Select volunteer for next week’s ice breaker. 
• Challenge:  What item in your life most symbolizes laziness? 
• Read:  Proverbs 6:6-11, 10:4, 13:4, 31:15-17 and Matthew 25:14-30 for next week. 
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Week 2 – Laziness:  Proverbs 6:6-11 

Getting Started:  Open with prayer! 

Icebreaker by _________ 

What items in your life symbolize laziness? 
 

Content:  Parable of the talents (Matthew 25:14-30) 
“Again, it will be like a man going on a journey, who called his servants and entrusted his 
wealth to them. To one he gave five bags of gold, to another two bags, and to another one 
bag, each according to his ability. Then he went on his journey.  The man who had received 
five bags of gold went at once and put his money to work and gained five bags more. So also, 
the one with two bags of gold gained two more. But the man who had received one bag went 
off, dug a hole in the ground and hid his master’s money.  After a long time the master of 
those servants returned and settled accounts with them.  The man who had received five bags 
of gold brought the other five. ‘Master,’ he said, ‘you entrusted me with five bags of gold. See, 
I have gained five more.’  His master replied, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant! You have 
been faithful with a few things; I will put you in charge of many things. Come and share your 
master’s happiness!’  The man with two bags of gold also came. ‘Master,’ he said, ‘you 
entrusted me with two bags of gold; see, I have gained two more.’  His master replied, ‘Well 
done, good and faithful servant! You have been faithful with a few things; I will put you in 
charge of many things. Come and share your master’s happiness!’  Then the man who had 
received one bag of gold came. ‘Master,’ he said, ‘I knew that you are a hard man, harvesting 
where you have not sown and gathering where you have not scattered seed.  So I was afraid 
and went out and hid your gold in the ground. See, here is what belongs to you.’  His master 
replied, ‘You wicked, lazy servant! So you knew that I harvest where I have not sown and 
gather where I have not scattered seed?  Well then, you should have put my money on 
deposit with the bankers, so that when I returned I would have received it back with interest.  
So take the bag of gold from him and give it to the one who has ten bags.  For whoever has 
will be given more, and they will have an abundance. Whoever does not have, even what they 
have will be taken from them.  And throw that worthless servant outside, into the darkness, 
where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’” 

Prepare ahead:  make 3 observations about this passage below:  
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Context 
The word talent historically referred to unit of value.  Over time its monetary emphasis was 
gradually expanded to include a gift or skill.  This parable was one of several that encouraged 
believers to hone a productive work ethic materially as well as spiritually.  Likewise, the 
efforts of a mere ant were recognized as worthy of study and combine the tangible with the 
intangible outcomes. 
 
Prepare ahead:  what are 3 follow up questions that you can ask about the passage and the 
comments above? 
 
 
 
 
  
       Discuss together: 

1.) How does the parable add to your understanding of the Proverb? 
2.) What questions come to your mind as you reflect on these passages? 

 
Connection 

1. How do we overcome laziness through teachings in the bible? 
2. What do you think is the importance of excellence in work? 
 
What is one specific way you can apply this to your life? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Prayer 
Dear Heavenly Father, how holy is Your name! Let Your kingdom come through us Lord. Help us 
to use what You have given us for Your glory. Keep us from laziness, distraction, and lack of trust 
in You and Your plan. Thank you, Lord, for the blessings you have given us in talents and 
resources to be used for Your glory. You are so good and so worthy of all glory and honor and 
power, forever and ever. Amen. 

Looking Ahead 
• Select volunteer to organize a Community Impact project. 
• Challenge:  Consider how tightly you hold onto money and what God asks from you. 
• Read:  Proverbs 3:9 and Matthew 19:16-24 for next week (extra James 5:1-6). 
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Week 3 – Money:  Proverbs 3:9 

Getting Started: Open with prayer! 

Discuss what community impact project the group would like to undertake and when. 

What are the challenges you face in letting God control your money? 
  

Content:  The Rich Young Man (Matthew 19:16-24) 
 Just then a man came up to Jesus and asked, “Teacher, what good thing must I do to get 
eternal life?”  “Why do you ask me about what is good?” Jesus replied. “There is only One who 
is good. If you want to enter life, keep the commandments.”  “Which ones?” he inquired.  
Jesus replied, “‘You shall not murder, you shall not commit adultery, you shall not steal, you 
shall not give false testimony, honor your father and mother,’ and ‘love your neighbor as 
yourself.’”  “All these I have kept,” the young man said. “What do I still lack?”  Jesus answered, 
“If you want to be perfect, go, sell your possessions and give to the poor, and you will have 
treasure in heaven. Then come, follow me.”  When the young man heard this, he went away 
sad, because he had great wealth.  Then Jesus said to his disciples, “Truly I tell you, it is hard 
for someone who is rich to enter the kingdom of heaven.  Again I tell you, it is easier for a 
camel to go through the eye of a needle than for someone who is rich to enter the kingdom of 
God.” 

Prepare ahead:  make 3 observations about this passage below:  
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Context 

GotQuestions.org points out two important thoughts.  “First, we are not to devote our lives 
to gathering an accumulation of wealth.”  Many generations have gone by since the life of 
Jesus and yet societies still see personal wealth as a sign of prestige, power, and influence.  
Second, “…we are to be a blessing in the lives of others, and we are blessed to build the 
kingdom of God.” 
 
Prepare ahead:  what are 3 follow up questions that you can ask about the passage and the 
comments above? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Connection 
1. What comes to mind when you think of money and Jesus' attitude towards it? 
2. How does stewardship reflect the nature of your heart? 
 
What is one specific way you can apply this to your life? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Prayer 
Our holy Father, let Your kingdom come and Your will be done in our hearts. I pray that You and 
Your word would be our greatest treasures and You would open our eyes to any idols we put 
before You in our lives. Give us the ability to love You more, to trust You more, to have a heavenly 
perspective every day. We praise You, Father. You are so good!  Amen. 

Looking Ahead 
• Select volunteer to open with next week’s ice breaker. 
• Challenge:  Think about what positive actions/responses you can use to work through anger. 
• Read Proverbs 15:18 and Matthew 5:21-26 for next week’s session. 
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Week 4 – Anger:  Proverbs 15:18 

Getting Started: Open with prayer! 

Icebreaker by _______ 

What are positive actions/responses you practice when working though anger? 

 

Content:  Sermon on the mount (Matthew 5:21-26) 
You have heard that it was said to the people long ago, ‘You shall not murder, and anyone 
who murders will be subject to judgment.’  But I tell you that anyone who is angry with a 
brother or sister will be subject to judgment. Again, anyone who says to a brother or sister, 
‘Raca1,’ is answerable to the court. And anyone who says, ‘You fool!’ will be in danger of the 
fire of hell.  Therefore, if you are offering your gift at the altar and there remember that your 
brother or sister has something against you, leave your gift there in front of the altar. First go 
and be reconciled to them; then come and offer your gift.  Settle matters quickly with your 
adversary who is taking you to court. Do it while you are still together on the way, or your 
adversary may hand you over to the judge, and the judge may hand you over to the officer, 
and you may be thrown into prison.  Truly I tell you, you will not get out until you have paid 
the last penny. 

Prepare ahead:  make 3 observations about this passage below:  
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Context 
Reactions to adversity, stress and/or greed bring out the strongest negative emotions, no 
matter where in time one reads about them.  Anger is the basis of the negatives but through 
the examples given in the Old and New Testaments we realize the relief of waiting to react, 
of allowing the light given to us through the Holy Spirit to shine, and of seeking the power of 
God to enter our minds. 
 
Prepare ahead:  what are 3 follow up questions that you can ask about the passage and the 
comments above? 
 
 
 
 
 
       Discuss together: 

1.) How does the parable add to your understanding of the Proverb? 
2.) What questions come to your mind as you reflect on these passages? 

 
Connection 

1. Do you struggle with anger? If so, how do we apply our faith to get a grip on our tempers? 
2. What does righteous anger look like? 
 
What is one specific way you can apply this to your life? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Prayer 
Dear Heavenly Father, You are so holy. Let Your kingdom come and Your will be done in our 
hearts. Do not let unrighteous anger and unforgiveness dwell in our hearts. Purify us Lord. Let us 
live in unity as far as it is dependent on us. Help us to bring peace to others and rid us of any 
hypocrisy. We praise Your name. Amen. 

Looking Ahead 
• Volunteer Opportunity: identify one person in the group to organize a Fellowship Gathering for the group 
• Challenge: Look to scripture for a verse or story that talks about righteous justice to discuss next week. 
• Read Proverbs 31:8-9 and Matthew 18:21-35 for next week (extra: Jeremiah 22:3, Psalm 146:7-9). 
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Week 5 – Justice:  Proverbs 31:8-9 

Getting Started:  Open with prayer! 

Discuss what Fellowship Gathering your group would like to do and what date works for everyone. 

What verse or story did you find that talks about righteous justice? 

 

Content:  The Parable of the unforgiving servant (Matthew 18:21-35) 
Then Peter came to Jesus and asked, “Lord, how many times shall I forgive my brother or 
sister who sins against me? Up to seven times?”  Jesus answered, “I tell you, not seven times, 
but seventy-seven times.  Therefore, the kingdom of heaven is like a king who wanted to 
settle accounts with his servants.  As he began the settlement, a man who owed him ten 
thousand bags of gold was brought to him.  Since he was not able to pay, the master ordered 
that he and his wife and his children and all that he had be sold to repay the debt.  At this the 
servant fell on his knees before him. ‘Be patient with me,’ he begged, ‘and I will pay back 
everything.’  The servant’s master took pity on him, canceled the debt and let him go.  But 
when that servant went out, he found one of his fellow servants who owed him a hundred 
silver coins. He grabbed him and began to choke him. ‘Pay back what you owe me!’ he 
demanded.  His fellow servant fell to his knees and begged him, ‘Be patient with me, and I will 
pay it back.’  But he refused. Instead, he went off and had the man thrown into prison until he 
could pay the debt.  When the other servants saw what had happened, they were outraged 
and went and told their master everything that had happened.  Then the master called the 
servant in. ‘You wicked servant,’ he said, ‘I canceled all that debt of yours because you begged 
me to.  Shouldn’t you have had mercy on your fellow servant just as I had on you?’  In anger 
his master handed him over to the jailers to be tortured, until he should pay back all he owed.  
This is how my heavenly Father will treat each of you unless you forgive your brother or sister 
from your heart. 

Prepare ahead:  Make 3 observations about this passage below:  
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Context 
This parable targeted the inner circle of disciples and wasn’t meant to confuse the masses. 
Yet its clarity was distinct and clear.  No hidden meanings.  The Working Preacher emphasizes 
that the beautiful gift of forgiveness far outweighs any almost unsurmountable debt owed. 
Second, forgiveness is explained as a reciprocal act:  one gets forgiveness as one gives 
forgiveness. Furthermore, broadening forgiveness positions us at the heart of our faith in 
God and our love for one another.  
 
Prepare ahead:  what are 3 follow up questions that you can ask about the passage and the 
comments above? 
 
 
 
       Discuss together: 

1.) How does the parable add to your understanding of the Proverb? 
2.) What questions come to your mind as you reflect on these passages? 

 

Connection 
1. What are some things the bible says about justice? 
2. Are there any ways we can pursue justice in our everyday lives? 
 
What is one specific way you can apply this to your life? 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Prayer 
Lord God, we are so unworthy to come before You. You are so good and holy, and we are sinners.  
We get upset with people for sinning against us a little when every sin we commit is against You.  
Lord forgive us. Change our hearts. Let mercy and grace flood our hearts with compassion and 
forgiveness towards one another. Life isn’t fair and it is in our favor because You do not give us 
what we deserve: eternal punishment because of what Jesus did by dying for us on the cross.  
Thank you, Lord, thank You. Amen and amen. 

Looking Ahead 
• Get a volunteer to do next week’s Icebreaker. 
• Challenge: Think about your healthiest relationship. Pick the most important attribute that 

supports this relationship to discuss next week. 
• Read Proverbs 17:17 and Luke 15:11-32 for next week’s session. 



 18 

Week 6 – Healthy Relationships:  Proverbs 17:17 

Getting Started: Open with prayer! 

Icebreaker by _________ 

Describe your healthiest relationship and what is the most important attribute that supports it? 
 

Content:  The Prodigal Son (Luke 15:11-32) 
Jesus continued: “There was a man who had two sons.  The younger one said to his father, ‘Father, 
give me my share of the estate.’ So he divided his property between them.  “Not long after that, the 
younger son got together all he had, set off for a distant country and there squandered his wealth in 
wild living.  After he had spent everything, there was a severe famine in that whole country, and he 
began to be in need.  So he went and hired himself out to a citizen of that country, who sent him to his 
fields to feed pigs.  He longed to fill his stomach with the pods that the pigs were eating, but no one 
gave him anything.  “When he came to his senses, he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired servants 
have food to spare, and here I am starving to death!  I will set out and go back to my father and say to 
him: Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you.  I am no longer worthy to be called your 
son; make me like one of your hired servants.’  So he got up and went to his father.  “But while he was 
still a long way off, his father saw him and was filled with compassion for him; he ran to his son, threw 
his arms around him and kissed him.  “The son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and 
against you. I am no longer worthy to be called your son.’  “But the father said to his servants, ‘Quick! 
Bring the best robe and put it on him. Put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet.  Bring the 
fattened calf and kill it. Let’s have a feast and celebrate.  For this son of mine was dead and is alive 
again; he was lost and is found.’ So they began to celebrate.  “Meanwhile, the older son was in the 
field. When he came near the house, he heard music and dancing.  So he called one of the servants 
and asked him what was going on.  ‘Your brother has come,’ he replied, ‘and your father has killed the 
fattened calf because he has him back safe and sound.’  “The older brother became angry and refused 
to go in. So his father went out and pleaded with him.  But he answered his father, ‘Look! All these 
years I’ve been slaving for you and never disobeyed your orders. Yet you never gave me even a young 
goat so I could celebrate with my friends.   But when this son of yours who has squandered your 
property with prostitutes comes home, you kill the fattened calf for him!’  “‘My son,’ the father said, 
‘you are always with me, and everything I have is yours.  But we had to celebrate and be glad, because 
this brother of yours was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found.’” 
 
Prepare ahead:  make 3 observations about this passage below:  
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Context 
According to Anciizar Skelly there are two main lessons in the story of the Prodigal Son.  First, 
the recognition of God extending open arms to repentant sinners.  Second, there is the 
underlying lesson that we should not be jealous when God blesses and saves others who 
come to him wholly and sincerely. 
 
Prepare ahead:  what are 3 follow up questions that you can ask about the passage and the 
comments above? 
 
 
 
 
 
       Discuss together: 

1.) How does the parable add to your understanding of the Proverb? 
2.) What questions come to your mind as you reflect on these passages? 

 
Connection 

1. What are things we can do to build deep, meaningful relationships?  
2. How can we be better at building deep relationships within the church? 
 
What is one specific way you can apply this to your life? 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Prayer 
Father God, You are so forgiving and good. As the father in the prodigal son story, You are 
forgiving to us, sinners before a holy God. Let us to bring your kingdom to earth by loving and 
forgiving others with Your love and forgiveness. Let our relationships go deep and let our actions 
point to Jesus. Allow others to see us love in a way that is unselfish and doesn’t make sense. Let 
them question how we live so we may give an answer- it is all because of Jesus. Give us wisdom to 
live out Your love and to witness Your love in words to those around us. Every good thing we have 
is from You Lord.  You are a good, good Father.  Amen. 

Looking Ahead 
• Select a volunteer for next week’s icebreaker. 
• Challenge:  Do something special for those who are family in your life this week. 
• Read Proverbs 22:6 and Matthew 19:4-6, 13-14 for next week (extra: Proverbs 6:20, 11:29, 15:20, 27) 
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Week 7 – Family:  Proverbs 22:6 

Getting Started:  Open with prayer! 

Icebreaker by _______ 

What special something did you do for those who are family this past week? 
 

Content:  Teachings about marriage and let the little children come to Me 
(Mathew 19:4-6,13-14) 

“Haven’t you read,” he replied, “that at the beginning the Creator ‘made them male and 
female,’ and said, ‘For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his 
wife, and the two will become one flesh’?  So they are no longer two, but one flesh. Therefore 
what God has joined together, let no one separate.” 

Then people brought little children to Jesus for him to place his hands on them and pray for 
them. But the disciples rebuked them.  Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me, and do 
not hinder them, for the kingdom of heaven belongs to such as these.” 15 When he had placed 
his hands on them, he went on from there. 

Prepare ahead:  make 3 observations about this passage below:  
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Context 

“One of the best aspects of being a part of the Christian community is that you always have a 
helping hand – in the form of a fellow believer - whenever you need it the most.”  
(SpiritualBridge.org)  That union has grown in strength and determination to provide 
encouragement, teaching and support to offspring. 
 
Prepare ahead:  what are 3 follow up questions that you can ask about the passage and the 
comments above? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
       Discuss together: 

1.) How does the parable add to your understanding of the Proverb? 
2.) What questions come to your mind as you reflect on these passages? 

 
Connection 

1. Why is God's design of the family an integral part of society? 
2. What does secular society say about the family? 
 
What is one specific way you can apply this to your life? 
 
 
 
 

 

Prayer 
Heavenly Father, holy is Your name. Let your kingdom come in our family relationships in the 
body of Christ. Let our marriages, parents and children, and every other family relationship align 
with Your will. Give us wisdom in teaching our children and other children. Help us to be 
welcoming to children and look at their hearts and not the difficulties they can bring. Each of 
them is a blessing. Help us to teach them and to learn from them, as You tell us to become like 
little children. We praise You, God! Amen. 

Looking Ahead 
• Select a volunteer for next week’s icebreaker. 
• Challenge:  Do you trust God with everything in your life?  Spend time this week letting go 

and giving God the authority over your life. 
• Read Proverbs 3:5-6, 10:3 and Matthew 7:7-12 for next week’s session. 
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Week 8 – Trust:  Proverbs 3:5-6; 10:3 

Getting Started:  Open with prayer! 

Icebreaker by _______ 

What is the hardest thing to trust God with and how do you give it to Him? 
 

Content:  Ask, Seek, Knock (Mathew 7:7-12) 
“Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and the door will be opened to 
you.  For everyone who asks receives; the one who seeks finds; and to the one who knocks, the 
door will be opened.  “Which of you, if your son asks for bread, will give him a stone?  Or if he 
asks for a fish, will give him a snake?  If you, then, though you are evil, know how to give good 
gifts to your children, how much more will your Father in heaven give good gifts to those who 
ask him!  So in everything, do to others what you would have them do to you, for this sums up 
the Law and the Prophets. 

Prepare ahead:  make 3 observations about this passage below:  
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Context 

The R.H. Carroll Theological Institute published an article about this teaching of Jesus.  We 
are to be reassured that we are on the right track when we follow Him.  As reminders of this 
fact, we read of who God is and what God wants for us.  With this understanding, we can rest 
knowing that God is so good that we should seek His kingdom first. 
 
Prepare ahead:  what are 3 follow up questions that you can ask about the passage and the 
comments above? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
       Discuss together:  

1.) How does the parable add to your understanding of the Proverb? 
2.) What questions come to your mind as you reflect on these passages? 

 
Connection 

1. What are some reasons that non-believers might not trust the gospel? 
2. Can you recall a time when you first began to trust God? 
 
What is one specific way you can apply this to your life? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Prayer 
Lord God, You are in heaven. You are worthy of all praise. You are the giver of every good gift.  
Help us to trust You and rely on You, and not ourselves. Help us to acknowledge you in everything 
we do and lean not on our own understanding. Help us to ask, knock and seek- to fervently 
pursue You and gain wisdom from You. We can trust You - help us to trust You more. We love You 
so much Lord. We praise Your name. Amen and amen. 

Looking Ahead 
• Challenge:  Give God authority over everything in your life and be in continuous prayer this week. 
• Continue to read your bible, pray, and build your relationship with God. 
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Evangelism | Sharing your Testimony  
 
”But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my 
witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.” – Acts 1.8 
 
Fill in the following blanks, then practice sharing your testimony in 2-3 minutes. 
 
 
My name is            
 
Before following Christ          
 
             
 
             
 
             
 
I realized I needed           
 
             
 
             
 
             
 
How I became a Christian (or when I became intentional about following Jesus)   
 
             
 
             
 
             
 
             
 
Today my life is           
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Evangelism | Sharing the Gospel 
Resources to equip to you to share God’s story 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Pray for your Neighbors | BLESS EVERY HOME 
 
Blesseveryhome.com gives you the tools to become a Light for Christ in your neighborhood.  Go 
to blesseveryhome.com to begin praying for your neighbors by name. 
 

  

Three Circles 
Life on Mission (download the app) 
 

The Bridge Illustration 
Romans 6:23 



 26 

Community Impact 
Serving the community together with your Connect Group.  Here are some local outreach ministries your 
group can contact to find a way to serve together.  Also, consider meeting the need of a neighbor, 
widow, or elderly couple. The information below can be found at parkchapel.org/serve-others.   
 
Family Hope 
bringing hope to families through caring, connective relationships formed in the redemptive love of 
Jesus by providing a Church-Led, Preventative, Double-voluntary model of care 
familyhope.info 
 
God's Open Arms Ministry 
passionate individuals on a mission to be the hands and feet of Jesus, serving the needs of the 
communities around them 
godsopenarms.org 
 
Hancock County Hope House 
providing hope and shelter to the homeless of our community 
hancockhopehouse.org  
 
Hancock Food Pantry 
secure and distribute food to the needy in an effort to alleviate hunger in our community 
hancockcountyfoodpantry.com 
 
The Hope Center 
impart hope and healing to every heart with special emphasis on services to women coming out of 
human trafficking, addictions, and other life-dominating issues 
hopecenterindy.org  
 
KBM Soup Kitchen 
serving all people without bias by providing their immediate need for nutritious meals  
kbmsk.org 
 
The Landing 
a safe place for teenagers to be real about the issues they are facing 
thelandingplacehc.com 
 
Life Choices Care Center 
providing assistance, education and counseling for pregnant women and young mothers 
lifechoicescarecenter.org 
 
Love INC (Love in the Name of Christ) 
helping churches help people in the hope of transforming lives and communities 
loveinc-ghc.org   



 27 

Connect Group Progress Chart 
 
Five Expectations for Connect Groups 
1. Bible Study – Our Connect Group will study the scriptures together for at least 30 minutes each 

week. 
2. Evangelism – Our Connect Group will practice knowing other members' stories, sharing our story & 

sharing God’s story once a month. 
3. Fellowship – Our Connect Group will gather outside of regular scheduled group meetings at least 

once during each group season (fall, winter, spring) for the purpose of encouraging one another and 
building one another up. 

4. Benevolence – Our Connect Group will meet the tangible needs (meals, childcare, financial) of group 
members during times of need (hospitalization, funeral, sickness, job loss). 

5. Community Impact – Our Connect Group will serve together as a group at a local ministry or a 
neighbor in need at least once during each group season (fall, winter, spring). 

 
 
Evangelism 
o Practice sharing your testimony  
o Practice sharing the gospel 
o Praying for your neighbors 
o Inviting someone to church 
 
 
Fellowship 
o Plan a time to gather/fellowship as a group outside of regular meeting (Sept-Nov) 
 
Location, Date & Time:           
 
 
Community Impact 
o Plan a time to serve together as a group before 2021 ends (Sept-Dec) 
 
Service, Date & Time:           
 
 
Benevolence 
o Group members meet the needs of other group members (show kindness as needs arise) 
 

Kindness shown to:            
 
 
Bible Study 
o Complete Wk 1 Study Guide   
o Complete Wk 2 Study Guide 
o Complete Wk 3 Study Guide 
o Complete Wk 4 Study Guide 

o Complete Wk 5 Study Guide 
o Complete Wk 6 Study Guide 
o Complete Wk 7 Study Guide 
o Complete Wk 8 Study Guide



 


