
Family Footwashing Liturgy  

Note: As many “Individuals” as necessary can be involved. 

 

Leader: How do we honor and serve one another in humility, 

following the example of Jesus? 

Especially in our family relationships, 

how can we serve humbly, joyfully? 

 

Individual: Help me to hear and to answer you when you call; I won't pretend I did not 

hear because I would rather do something else. 

 

Family: Like Jesus, we'll offer humble, joyful, loving service! 

 

Individual: Come to me with your requests for help, even while I'm on the phone! 

 

Family: Like Jesus, we'll offer humble, joyful, loving service! 

 

Individual: Forgive me when I am defensive because I hear an answer which challenges 

my intellect. 

 

Family: Like Jesus, we'll offer humble, joyful, loving service! 

 

Individual: Challenge my attitude that "I know better than you;" I will pay attention to 

your opinions. 

 

Family: Like Jesus, we'll offer humble, joyful, loving service! 

 

Individual: Be patient with me as I am patient with you as we face difficult decisions 

together. 

 

Family: Like Jesus, we'll offer humble, joyful, loving service! 

 

Individual: Forgive my "Been there, done that" attitude; let me offer my wisdom freely 



and respectfully. 

 

Family: Like Jesus, we'll offer humble, joyful, loving service! 

 

Wash Each Others' Feet: When everyone in the family has had a chance to take their 

part in the Family Litany, the footwashing may begin, with humble, joyful, loving care! 

Each family can figure out how to proceed; perhaps everyone will pour a little water on 

the feet of the one being washed; perhaps one will pour water and another dry; 

members should freely help each other. 

 

Gather Together for the Closing Prayer: As families finish the footwashing, 

encourage them to gather back in the large circle. Clean up can wait until everyone 

has gathered, and the concluding prayer has been said. 

 

Closing Prayer 

 

Leader: O Jesus, in this Holy Week you prayed 

that we would love one another 

as you have loved us. 

Tonight we have tried to practice what you have taught us! 

Let the love, joy and humility 

we have known here with our families 

continue to bless us, 

and let us share that blessing with world 

you love and gave your life for. 

May the peace we feel together in this place 

Point us toward the hope of Easter. 

 

Amen. 

 

 

Adapted from (And Credits to) the United Church of Christ: 

https://www.ucc.org/worship/worship-ways/year-c/le/easter-with-humility-and.html 

https://www.ucc.org/worship/worship-ways/year-c/le/easter-with-humility-and.html

