
Focus Idea: God reveals his vision for community, family, and personal faithfulness in the revealed words of the 
Torah – the divinely revealed law codes. 

The Context: The first five books of the Bible are sometimes called the Pentateuch or the Torah. Deuteronomy – a 
Greek word for “second law ” – completes this five-part series. Known to the Hebrews as Ha-Devarim, 
or “The Words,” Deuteronomy provides the most exhaustive and inspiring record of the religious and 
social codes that would guide the people of Israel.

The Characters: The passage before us conveys God’s purpose for his people as it is articulated by Moses, God’s 
chosen representative to the Israelites.

The Core: Deuteronomy 5-6 live at the pulsing heart of a book that reiterates God’s great dreams for his people. 
According to the opening verses of the book (1:1-3), Moses preached Deuteronomy as a sermon (or 
series of sermons) to a people at the doorstep of the Promised Land. After 40 years of wandering in 
the wilderness, the nation of former slaves had assembled on the eastern side of the Jordan River. 
Rising before them was the country that had been promised first to Abraham. One can hardly imagine 
their expectation and joy – the waiting was finally over!

Now 120 years old, Moses offers a final set of reminders to the people. Central to his message was the 
call to remain faithful to God in the land God would give them. In the desert, the people had no 
choice but to rely on his provision; they had been fed by manna and quail from heaven and were 
guided to cool, fresh water by God’s loving care. But on the other side of the Jordan, they would 
possess an abundance of milk and honey. They would also encounter nations who worshipped false 
but enticing gods. Remaining faithful to the Lord, their Great Deliverer, would be a bigger challenge.

Chapter 5 opens with Moses repeating the words of the Ten Commandments (5:6-21; see Exodus 20). 
Scholars have often noticed the presence of two “tables” here. Commandments 1-4 detail the 
expectations for living in right relationship with God. They are to worship him only, revere his name, 
make no idols, and rest on the seventh day. Commandments 5-10 offer guiding codes for 
interpersonal conduct: murder, theft, and perjury are among the prohibitions placed on the people. 

These commandments find their authority in God’s power (5:22-27) and God’s desire for their 
prosperity (5:22-6:3) in the land they will possess.

Deuteronomy 6:4-5 represents one of the most important passages anywhere in scripture. Called the 
shema (the Hebrew word that begins this section; it means “Hear!” or “Listen!”), this text is the central 
profession of faith for the Biblical nation of Israel and for observant Jews living today. The shema 
recognizes that this is a world filled with idols and false gods. All of these will want demand our 
attention and our allegiance. 

The Greatest Commandment – for Jews and Christians alike – is to remain faithful to the Lord alone. 
Believers are called to love and worship him only, drawing on all their heart, soul, and strength to live 
out this call. Children must be instructed about this, homes must tell the story, conversations should 
center on this conviction. Doing so will yield blessings for the obedient.


