
 

 

Focus Idea: God is inconceivably powerful, possessing majesty and authority that leave us awestruck and 

confident. 

The Context:  The book of Isaiah is one of the longest in the bible. A major work of prophecy, the 66 chapters that 

comprise Isaiah are filled with visions for the nation of Judah and for surrounding peoples. For some 

groups, this will mean destruction and gloom; for others, there is hope and joy on the horizon. The 

book of Isaiah has been sometimes divided into two or three segments. Chapter 40 is generally 

understood to be the first article of the second section of Isaiah. 

The Characters: The prophet who gave his name to the book of Isaiah was a leader in Jerusalem around 750 years 

before Jesus was born. It is believed by many that he worked in the temple, perhaps as a member of 

the king’s family. Isaiah was called to be a prophet and delivered a wide range of messages to the 

people. His career probably spanned decades. Many of his prophecies were delivered orally, others 

involved object lessons or dramatic deeds called prophetic enactments.    

The Core:  Isaiah 40 is a beautifully reassuring passage for believers. The opening verses echo some of what we 

read in Psalm 23, detailing the care and love God has for his children. Isaiah is told to “comfort, 

comfort” the people, for God’s love for them is about to be poured out. 

 Beginning in verse 12, Isaiah offers a dizzying demonstration of God’s incredible power. God can be 

trusted to care for and transform his people because he is the sovereign Lord of the Universe.  

 In a series of astonishing comparisons, Isaiah shows how God’s scale transcends the typical human 

frame of reference. The oceans, the prophet says, can be held in the palm of God’s hand. God can 

gather up and weigh the mountains like they are sand to be poured on a scale (vs. 12). Isaiah invites 

his listeners to look up at the skies, to see the sun and the moon and the thunderclouds, and to 

realize that God unfurls them like people open a tent at a campsite (vs. 22). Even the stars obey God, 

who calls each of them by name (vs. 26). 

 God’s authority is not limited to inanimate objects, however. He is Lord over the political powers as 

well. In an age of international posturing, the kings and their armies are brought low (vs. 23) and the 

nations that might strike fear into God’s people are no match for God (vs. 17).  

 For Isaiah, God’s power has three important implications.  

 First, God’s people should be moved to trust in God’s ways. He does not need advisers or teachers; he 

knows best and will do what is best (vs. 13-14). 

Second, God should never be insulted through comparison to (or representation as) an idol. God 

cannot be mentioned in the same breath as a wooden or metal object, whose best hope is not to tip 

over or rot (vs. 18-20).  

Finally, people should never wonder whether God is aware of their concerns or able to meet them. His 

abilities to call forth worlds and hold planets in his hand means that he is always sensitive to their 

needs and able to meet them (vs. 27-28).  


