
Focus Idea: Unlike other ancient religious traditions, Christian faith is not predicated on earning God’s favor. God’s 
requirements for men and women are humility, justice, and mercy in their relationships with others.

The Context: The book of Micah is one of a group of twelve Old Testament writings known as the Minor Prophets. 
Like Hosea (Core40 Week 12), Micah receives this designation not because the book is of lesser 
importance but because it is shorter in length than the extended prophecies of Isaiah, Jeremiah, and 
Ezekiel. 

Chapter 6 follows two significant sections in Micah’s book. In the first (chapters 1-3), Micah offers 
harsh rebukes to the cities of Jerusalem and Samaria; residents of these capital cities have practiced 
idolatry, prostitution, oppressive leadership, and false teaching. Chapters 4-5 offer a more hopeful 
long-term view of Jerusalem as a place of learning, reconciliation, and healing. Leadership will be 
provided by one from Bethlehem (5:2) who will “stand and shepherd the flock.” Christians have long 
understood this to point forward to Jesus Christ.

The Characters: Micah, whose name means “Who is like God?”, was a prophet from the town of Moresheth in 
southwest Judah. He witnessed the final destruction of the northern kingdom of Israel in 722 BCE and 
then ministered to several kings in Judah afterward.

The Core: What is expected of men and women in this world? To what ethical standard are people called? This is 
an ancient question. It is a question that is in many ways connected to the query What does it take to 
please God? 

Ancient peoples answered this question in different ways. Some believed that satisfying the gods 
meant elaborate ritual sacrifices or the destruction of a certain group of enemies. Others thought that 
they could earn the attention and good graces of the deities by subjecting their bodies to 
disfigurement (see 1 Kings 18:25-29). 

Micah 6 begins with God’s case against Israel. He has been tender to them. He has led them out from 
Egypt and given them good leaders (vs. 1-5). How can God’s people respond appropriately?

Micah rhetorically ponders several options. Perhaps burnt offerings of young calves will please God? If 
that is insufficient, maybe thousands of rams? Or ten thousand outpourings of precious olive oil? The 
prophet even considers whether child sacrifice (a common practice in the ancient Middle East) could
cover his sins. 

In the end, Micah preaches that three things are required of people wishing to live in right standing 
before God. First, they must act justly; this entails living a life of righteousness and treating others with 
fairness in all economic, political, and social settings. Second, they are to love mercy, not repaying evil 
for evil, but forgiving one another and allowing grace and reconciliation to transform their 
relationships. Finally, they are instructed to assume a posture of humility before God, trusting and 
obeying his law and leadership.

Christians understand that God cannot be “repaid” for his acts of love, deliverance, and re-creation. 
He does not desire the slaughter of animals but asks for a kind heart and forgiving spirit. 


