
Focus Idea: Salvation in Jesus Christ is a free gift to persons who are dead in their sins; it is not as an act of the will 
or an award for perfect behavior. Good works, nevertheless, are central to Christian life and are part of 
God’s plan for believers.

The Context: The Epistle to the Ephesians is one of the most optimistic and beautiful pieces of early Christian 
literature. Traditionally ascribed to Paul, it celebrates God’s work among a mature body of believers in 
the city of Ephesus. It was addressed to a community of Jews and Gentiles living together and is likely 
one of the latest books in the New Testament to be written. 

The book opens with praise for the God who has chosen the Ephesians to be holy in his sight. Paul 
continues to be thankful for the faith of the Ephesians and offers prayers that they might better
understand the power of Jesus and the purpose to which they had been called.

The Characters: Ephesians was written by the Apostle Paul (Note: Many scholars have concluded, based on 
pronounced differences in writing style, that the author was actually another early Christian leader 
who wished to honor Paul by writing in his name).

The Core: Christian people are indelibly marked by a cosmic perspective. While they are deeply interested in and 
attached to events in this world, they view their daily experiences as expressions of an eternal 
movement of God. Ephesians 1 locates the happenings of the church somewhere between the 
predestining activity of God (vs. 1, 11) and the ultimate age to come (vs. 21). Everything Christians 
experience is part of a grander unseen plan.

Ephesians 2:1-10 fills out this vision with majestic detail. Salvation is a matter of God, through Jesus, 
rescuing persons who are lifeless because of sin (vs. 1, 5). Because they are dead, they cannot take the 
initiative to become saved; they “are” saved because of God’s approach. 

What prompts God to act in this way? It is God’s character: God is merciful and loving (vs. 4). What is 
God’s aim in redeeming those who are spiritually dead? It is to reveal the incomparable riches of his 
grace in the coming ages by seating those he chooses with Christ Jesus in the heavenly realms.

Grace is the theme of this text. Sometimes described as “unmerited favor” or “undeserved 
forgiveness”, grace is operative at every level of salvation. Vs. 8-9 reiterate that salvation comes by 
grace through faith - and importantly, that faith is not somehow conjured up in the heart of the 
believer. It is a gift from God. Faith is never the product of human effort. One cannot be saved 
without believing, and one cannot believe without the gift of faith. 

But Paul isn’t finished. Verse 10 notes that who the Ephesians are is a matter of God’s work, and that 
what they do is an outflow of God’s plan. It is not enough to be saved and then to go on as before. 
God has prepared good works in advance to be done and has created believers in Christ Jesus to be 
agents who do them. 

The everyday calling to Christian activity is therefore not inconsequential. Doing good works in the 
world is also, like salvation itself, a matter of cosmic significance and core to God’s predestined plan.


