
Focus Idea: The intimate community of Jesus’ followers that existed after Easter and his ascension to heaven
exploded into a regional movement when the Holy Spirit, promised by Jesus before his death, came 
powerfully on the disciples at Pentecost.

The Context: The book of Acts (full name: The Acts of the Apostles) tells the story of the expansion of Jesus’ 
movement of grace and love into the Mediterranean world. In chapter 1, Jesus marks his friends as 
”witnesses” (1:8) whose ministry will take them from Jerusalem to Judea and Samaria and to the ends 
of the earth. These rings of impact, extending outward from the capital, will bring both Jews and 
Gentiles into contact with a movement that declares that Jesus is Lord.

The Characters: While Simon Peter, the loquacious disciple of Jesus, is most visible in the story, the real carrier of 
action (as in the book of Acts generally) is the Holy Spirit. Promised by Jesus as the “Comforter” or the 
“Advocate” (John 15:26-16:15), the Spirit comes upon the gathered in Jerusalem, transforming 
previously reserved followers into emboldened apostles, ready to move out into the world. 

The Core: Though Jesus’ resurrection had turned the disciples’ grief into joy, and his ascension (Acts 1:6-11) had 
demonstrated his Lordship, the followers of Jesus remained cautious in their public witness. Jesus had 
instructed them to wait in Jerusalem until they received “power from on high” (Luke 24:49). 

This power came in an astonishing way at Pentecost. In an astonishing display of sight and sound (vs. 
1-4), the Spirit descended on the disciples, launching them into the city and the world beyond.

The swelling gospel joy was witnessed by a myriad of “God-fearing Jews” in the city. Gathered there 
for a harvest celebration called the Feast of Weeks, they were supernaturally empowered to 
understand the testimony of the disciples in their own languages. The God-fearers were amazed at 
what they heard, despite the presence of a contingent of cynics in the area (vs. 12-13).

The next section of the text (vs. 14-39) records the incredible Pentecost sermon of Simon Peter. The 
same disciple who denied knowing Jesus for fear of the Jewish authorities (see Mark 14:30-72) stood
up in conviction and authority, declaring that the wonders they were witnessing represented the 
fulfillment of ancient prophecy (vs. 16-21). This was happening, he explained, because of God’s plan of 
salvation, carried out in Jesus, the one who some of those presently listening had put to death (vs. 23).

But Jesus was raised, and Peter’s speech returns multiple times to the centrality of Easter to the 
church’s story. Even David, the great and high king of the people, did not return to life after death. 
But Jesus did, and this served as a verification of his Messiahship (vs. 29-36).

The sermon penetrated to the hearts of the hearers (vs 37). When they asked him what they ought to 
do next, Peter told the gathered in Jerusalem that they must repent, be baptized, and be saved from 
the present “corrupt generation.” Three thousand responded in faith (vs. 41).

The effects of Pentecost carried forward into new living for the converted: vs. 42-47 offer a glimpse at 
what the first communities of faith looked like. The new believers’ dedication to communal sharing, 
worship, learning, and growth has, for two thousand years, represented a model for the ideal church 
fellowship.


