
 

 

Focus Idea: God is all-knowing and attentive. He is not an absent ruler, far off in another dimension; God is 

intimately aware of all of creation and knows best how to care and provide for all he has made. 

The Context:  Job (pronounced like Jobe) is an interesting book. Because of its literary format – Job is mostly lyrical 

– it is grouped together with books like Psalms and Proverbs in the middle of the Old Testament. 

Chapters 38-41 come at the conclusion of the book. But there aren’t clear indications about when the 

events it describes might have taken place. 

 Job’s story begins in a way that seems profoundly strange to many readers. Job is a successful Middle 

Eastern businessman – a sheikh or herdsman – who seems to have everything going his way. His 

farms are prosperous, his family is filled with talented and wonderful people, and because of his 

obedience, Job enjoys a deep and meaningful relationship with God.  

 One day, however, Job’s life changes. It seems that God, a bit like a proud dad, was pointing out the 

character and obedience of Job to a number of heavenly companions. One of the listeners there was 

Satan (I know, I said it sounds strange!). Satan was unimpressed by Job’s obedience, arguing that of 

course Job walks a straight line, because all he ever gets from God are blessings. Satan challenges 

God to introduce suffering into Job’s life because if God did, then surely Job would stop being such a 

fine citizen. 

 God agrees to this challenge – not only once, but twice. In short order, God allows Job’s businesses to 

be ruined, his Christmas-card family to die, and Job himself to be afflicted with a terrible skin disease. 

One by one, Job’s friends come and join him around the campfire and try to figure out what on earth 

Job had done to deserve God’s wrath. This speculation goes on for some 900 verses. Then, beginning 

in chapter 38, God addresses Job directly. 

The Characters: The speaker in this passage is God, with only a couple of verses attributed to Job.    

The Core:  Job 38-41 is one of the most fascinating texts in all of the Old Testament, as it features God – 

speaking out of a tornado – running through all of the global and cosmic responsibilities that he has. 

The intent is to show Job, who cannot understand the cause of his personal suffering, that God’s 

reasoning is God’s alone. He is Lord, he is wise, he knows what he is doing.  

 These chapters highlight God’s role in maintaining the order and operations of creation, including the 

tides (38:8-11), day and night (38:12-15), and the weather (38:22-30). God provides food for the living 

creatures (38:39-41) and gives the animals their unique abilities and responsibilities (39:1-30).  

 After a short dialogue with Job (the poor man can’t say anything except that he says he can’t say 

anything! – 40:4-5), God resumes describing his power over arrogant people (40:11-13) and over 

Behemoth and Leviathan, two of the mightiest beasts in the animal kingdom (40:15-41:34). 

 In the end, Job realizes that God’s wisdom is far too wonderful for him to understand or know. He 

realizes that what has learned about God’s ways has been for him a transformation as one who has 

only heard, but now truly sees how vast and glorious God’s plans are.  


