
Focus Idea: At just the right time, God sent his Son to transform the relationship between God and humankind. 
Whereas the Old Testament law bound and enslaved people, Jesus Christ brought freedom, 
transformation, and a new status of sonship.

The Context: Galatians is one of a library of letters that the Apostle Paul sent to churches in the Mediterranean 
world. In the opening chapters of the book, Paul expresses “astonishment” (1:6) that the gospel he 
had preached there was being subverted by undermining messages. He offers a refresher course on 
his own journey away from Judaism (1:11-24) and makes it clear that he possessed apostolic authority, 
even to the point of challenging the Apostle Peter (called “Cephas” in 2:11). In chapter 3, Paul talks 
about the curse of being under the law and proclaims that salvation comes not through adherence to 
the law but through faith (3:10-12).

The Characters: Whereas other New Testament epistles were composed to specific churches, Galatians probably 
circled among a handful of small congregations what is today called Turkey. In all likelihood, this letter
was written earlier in Paul’s ministry career; its aim was to admonish Galatian Christians who were 
being enticed to leave their faith in Jesus for stricter Jewish legalism. Called “Judaizers,” preachers of 
this subversive message often entered towns after Paul had departed them, sowing seeds of doubt 
about Paul’s authority and about his declaration that salvation comes through grace.

The Core: Galatians 3:23-4:7 is a magnificent explanation of salvation through Jesus Christ. Writing perhaps 25 
years after Jesus’ ministry, Paul looks back at the legacy of Judaism and – as someone raised in that 
tradition itself – marks out why it was incomplete without Christ. 

In 4:4, the Apostle writes that when “the time had fully come,” God sent his Son so that others could 
be his “sons” as well. It’s important to note that Paul is not using a gender-exclusive term here; “sons” 
and “sonship” are technical words that describe a legal status conferred in the Roman Empire. “Sons” 
were heirs, adopted into a family, able to receive all the rights and blessings of biological children.

Even slaves could become legal “sons” if a sponsoring family chose to adopt them. When they 
transitioned from slavery to family, they became fully vested members of that home. 

This legal illustration was for Paul the best way of articulating the transformation in humanity’s 
relationship with God that arrived when Jesus was born. Going back to Moses, that relationship was 
defined by rules and obligations. This legal code ultimately made the people slaves to performance 
and purity. The law was not all bad, it was “our guardian” (3:24) for a time, but it would not be 
sufficient to deliver humans from their sins. The coming of Christ was necessary so that salvation 
might come through faith in him alone.

A world in need of love was a world in need of a Savior. At just the right time, God sent him, and 
everything changed. Slaves became sons and daughters, ethnic and gender boundaries were erased 
(3:28), and those in bondage became recipients of a precious inheritance. Now those who are the 
children of the promise can address God as Abba (2:6), because they live in an intimate relationship 
with him.


