
Focus Idea: A world devastated by suffering and sin can be hopeful because God’s grace establishes a new 
covenant and new blessings among his people. 

The Context: Jeremiah is one of the longest and most intense books in the New Testament. Fifty-five chapters in 
length, it incorporates both prophetic verse and narrative prose. The historical portions describe the 
last days of the Kingdom of Judah, a period in which threats from Babylonian armies from the east 
tightened military and political nooses around the weakened kings of Jerusalem. Eventually, the 
capital city will fall to Babylon’s commander, a man named Nebuchadnezzar. 

The poetic elements of the book of Jeremiah address the spiritual battle afoot, intepreting the 
approach and power of the Babylonians as connected to Judah’s idolatry and faithlessness.

The Characters: More is known about Jeremiah as a historical figure than is known about most Old Testament 
prophets. Jeremiah was called to prophetic ministry around 626 BCE. At first, Jeremiah was reluctant 
to serve in this role; he was very young and his message of coming destruction was sure to be
unpopular. But Jeremiah preached nonetheless. 

His predictions of impending doom and calls to repentance made him few friends, and Jeremiah was 
subject to several rounds of persecution by local authorities. In the end, the prophet’s words went 
unheeded, and Jeremiah witnessed the obliteration of Jerusalem, the holy temple, and many of the 
people of Judah. 

The Core: While a good deal of Jeremiah’s prophetic words demand ethical change and point to coming 
dangers, chapters 30-31 speak about renewal and hope. While the people have been unfaithful to 
God and deserve the punishments the Babylonians will deliver, there is hope in a new covenant of 
love that God will establish. 

Chapter 30 paints a picture of a nation restored to life and gladness. Return from captivity is promised 
(30:3; 10), and extraordinary blessings will break out. Though the fall of the city will be painful (vs. 5-7) 
and the injury to the people of God is severe (vs. 12-15), God will roar back on behalf of his people (vs. 
23-24), healing their wounds (vs. 17), rebuilding their cities (vs. 18), and spreading joy through their 
communities (vs. 20-22).

Chapter 31 begins with more visions of fertile lands and celebratory dances. God will tenderly lead 
those who are weeping and vulnerable (31:8-10) as a loving father. Hurting and lost people – even 
those who suffer as the result of their own sin (vs. 18-19) will experience joy and love. 

31:31-37 is an especially noteworthy section. In these verses, God establishes the New Covenant with 
Israel and Judah. It will not be like the agreement that God made with his people at Sinai, for that 
covenant has been broken (vs. 32) and is obselete. 

In the New Covenant, God’s law will not exist on stone tablets but will reside in the hearts of his 
people (vs. 33). God will live intimately among his children and will forgive their past transgressions. 
This covenant, based not on human obedience but on God’s character, offers a foretaste of the 
Christian understanding of grace.


