
Focus Idea: The Bible uses many word-pictures to describe the fractures created by sin; one of the most poignant 
depicts the people of God as an adulterous wife who steps out on her faithful husband.

The Context: English translations of the Bible contain seventeen prophetic books. The longer of these works, written 
by Old Testament leaders like Isaiah and Ezekiel, are called the “Major Prophets.” The twelve 
subsequent books are called the “Minor Prophets.” Hosea is among this group of shorter works. It was
addressed to people in the Kingdom of Israel and probably dates to the 700’s BCE.

The Characters: Hosea, whose name means “salvation,” was a prophet in the Northern territory of Israel during the 
reign of King Jereboam II. Beyond his father’s name, little is known about Hosea’s social context or 
whether he had a career beyond preaching. It is likely that he had a fairly long ministry tenure.

Gomer, Hosea’s wife, had been a prostitute before marrying Hosea. She bore three children, two sons 
and one daughter. The eldest of these was Hosea’s child.

The Core: Old Testament prophets went to extraordinary lengths to communicate God’s truth to the people. 
Jeremiah wore a cattle yoke around his neck (Jeremiah 27-28). Isaiah walked around naked (Isaiah 20). 
Ezekiel lay on his side for 390 days (Ezekiel 4).

But nobody quite had a preaching illustration like Hosea did. God took over his love-life (and 
procreative life) to make a point about Israel’s unfaithfulness to the covenant that God had 
established with his people. 

Hosea 1 describes how God instructed his prophet to go and wed a promiscuous woman (1:2-3; the 
King James Version calls her a “wife of whoredoms”!) This union produced a son, Jezreel, named after 
a massacre in the Jezreel Valley. I know; they did things differently back then.

After Jezreel came two other children. Lo-Ruhamah, a daughter, was named so that people would 
understand that God should neither love nor forgive Israel. A son, Lo-Ammi, followed. His name 
implied that God’s fatherly relationship with Israel was ending.

Chapter 2 is a poetic description of the idolatry of Israel. The people’s desires for other gods were like 
those of an indiscriminate woman whose sexual urges are for men other than her husband. The 
nation had become like one who chases after many lovers but never finds what she is looking for 
(2:7). Her lust had been for Baal (the Canaanite storm god); she had adorned herself with jewelry for 
him but had ignored her true Lord (vs. 13). The language is explicit and sad. 

But God will not give up on the people that he loves. He will “allure her” back to him (vs. 14) and will 
reinstitute their sacred marriage (vs. 16). Those who were not loved and who had not been the people 
of God will become his chosen once again (vs. 23).

In the following chapter, God tells Hosea to enact this movement of reconciliation (3:1-3) by going 
after his wife. Gomer, who has walked out on Hosea and committed adultery, is purchased back by 
her husband for fifteen pieces of silver. This action illustrates the self-sacrificing love of God for the 
nation that has been unfaithful to him.


