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Lesson 8

Salvation of Man


The word sin comes from an old archery term meaning “to miss the mark”.  We, in our natural human condition, miss God’s mark for righteousness no matter how good, kind, or altruistic we may be.  

The theme of the Old Testament is, “Mankind is born in sin,”, while the central message of the Gospel is, “How Mankind can be redeemed”.  

In today’s lesson we will look at what we must do to be saved from sin. 

1. The Two Requirements for Salvation.

· I have declared to both Jews and Greeks that they must turn to God in repentance and have faith in our Lord Jesus Christ.  Acts 2:21.

This was the basis message that the Apostle Paul preached wherever he went:  repent and have faith in the Lord Jesus Christ and you will be saved, (see 1 Corinthians 1:17)

The word repent comes from the Greek word “metanoia,” meaning, “a change of mind”.  To repent literally means to change our minds about sin, to renounce and turn away from sin, and to turn toward God.  
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2.  The Five Signs of Complete Repentance


a.  Remorse for our sins.

· Godly sorrow brings repentance that leads to salvation and leaves no regret, but worldly sorrow brings death.  2 Corinthians 7:10

True godly sorrow is not just being sorry for the consequences of sin.  It is a deep inner sorrow that comes from the understanding of being wrong.  

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

b. Hatred of Our Sins

· Have mercy on me, O God, according to your unfailing love; according to your great compassion blot out my transgressions.  Wash away all my iniquity and cleanse me from my sin.  Psalms 51:1-2

David wrote Psalm 51 after his sin with Bathsheba was exposed.  The entire psalm clearly shows the heart of a truly repentant sinner.  

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

c. Confession of our Sin

· If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.  1 John 1:9, NKJV
Confession is accepting the responsibility for our sins.  It says, “I am guilty and I ask for forgiveness.”  It is not shifting the blame onto someone else or making excuses for mitigating circumstances.  

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

d. Renouncing Our Sin

· Stop doing wrong….Isaiah 1:16

· Let the wicked forsake his way… Isaiah 55:7

· You were taught, with regard to your former way of life, to put off your old self… Ephesians s 4:22

Renouncing sin is to make the conscious decision, “I am not going to deliberately sin anymore.”

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

e. A Desire to Make Restitution

· Zacchaeus.. said to the Lord…”if I have cheated anybody out of anything, I will pay back four times the amount.  Luke 19:8

· …I preached that they should repent and turn to God and prove their repentance by their deeds.  Acts 26:20.  

If we are able to restore something back to its rightful place, then restitution becomes a demonstration of our true repentance.  

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3.  Faith in Our Lord Jesus Christ.


a.  What is Faith?

· Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.  Hebrews 11:1

The dictionary defines faith as ”complete trust or confidence, especially without logical proof.”

Belief is sometimes mistaken for faith.   Although the two are similar, they are not the same thing.  Belief is having a firm opinion about, or acceptance of, something.  James 2:19 tells us that even the demons believe in God and tremble.  But they are not saved.
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


b.  Our Faith Must be Directed Toward Jesus Christ.

· Yet to all who received him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God.  John 1:12

· Through him everyone who believes is justified from everything you could not be justified from by the law of Moses.  Acts 13:39

Jesus is the only way to God (John 14:6)  To place our faith in Christ means renouncing any other gods, deities and belief systems that opposes Christianity.  (2 Corinthians 10:5)

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


c.  Faith Must be Combined with Positive Action.

· That if you confess with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved.  For it is with your heart that you believe and are justified, and it is with your mouth that you confess and are saved.  Romans 10:16

Becoming born again, or saved, is not a passive thing that just happens to us.  It is a conscious life changing choice we make to release ourselves to Jesus Christ, allowing Him to be sovereign over our lives.

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4.  New Testament Words that Describe Salvation.  

a.  Born Again, The New Birth, New Creation.

· I tell you the truth, no one can see the kingdom of God unless he is born again.  John 3:3

· Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new has come!  2 Corinthians 5:17

When we repent and have faith in Jesus Christ, a second; spiritual birth happens.  We become children of God  (John 1:12)  We are separated from our old life and are now a new creation in God’s Kingdom.
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


b.  Regeneration.

· And you He made alive, who were dead in trespasses and sins.  Ephesians 2:1, NKJV.

· We were therefore buried with him through baptism into death in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new life.  Romans 6:4

This is an act whereby God gives us a new supernatural life.

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


c.  Justification.

· As far as the east is from the west, so far has he removed our transgression from us.  Psalm 103:12

· Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ.   Romans 5:1

· God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.  2 Corinthians 5:21

Justification involves two very important events – the forgiveness of our sins and the imputation of Christ’s righteousness.   God no longer looks at us and sees a sinner forgiven; He sees a person who is a righteous at Christ – as though we had never sinned.

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

To summarize:

	Regeneration
	Justification

	1.  That which takes place in a believer’s heart
	1.  That which takes place before God

	2.  The granting of a new life from God
	2.  Being declared righteous in God’s eyes

	3.  God’s answer to spiritual death
	3.  God’s answer to the problem of guilt.



d.  Adoption into God’s Family.
· …you received the Spirit of sonship.  And by Him we cry, “Abba, Father.”  The Spirit himself testifies with our spirit that we are God’s children.  Romans 8:15-16

In the Romans system, an adopted son was established into an identical position in the family as a son of natural birth.    God has placed us into a very intimate position with full family rights, even to the extend of being  joint heirs with His only begotten Son Jesus Christ.  

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

5.  Some of the Benefits of Salvation.
· Our name is in the Lambs Book of Life


Luke 10:20

· We are the temple of the Holy Spirit


1 Corinthians 6:19-20

· We have direct access to God



Hebrews 10:19

· No condemnation for our past



Romans 8:1

· We won’t suffer eternal punishment


Revelation 20:15

· We are heirs to eternal life



Titus 3:7

· We share the rights to God’s inheritance

Romans 8:14-17

6.  Terms.
	Term
	Origin
	Meaning

	Justified

Sanctified

Redeemed

Washed

Accepted
	Legal term

Temple term

Slave market term

Cleaning term

Family term
	Pronounced not guilty

Made holy

Bought back, no longer a slave

Made clean

Mae a part of a family


_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

CONCLUSION

How wonderful it is to have experienced the grace of God that leads to salvation!  Our desire should be that everyone be able to hear this marvelous message with the opportunity to respond.   My prayer is that God will raise up every believer and send us out as messengers of this exciting, life changing message.  
WE BELIEVE salvation is received through repentance toward God and faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.  This experience is also known as the new birth and is an instantaneous and complete operation of the Holy Spirit where upon the believing sinners regenerated, justified, and adopted into the family of god and becomes a new creation in Christ Jesus and an heir of eternal life.  


SCRIPTURAL REFERENCES:  Titus 2:11; 3:5-7; 1 Peter 1:23; 1 John 5:1
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