LFCC:  What We Believe
Lesson 19
The New Heavens and New Earth

Lesson 19
The New Heaven and the New Earth



Hebrews chapter 11 is often called “The Hall of Faith,” because it is an extensive list of the Old Testament people of great faith.  One of these people was Abraham, who obeyed God implicitly when asked to move into something new and unknown.  The underlying motivation for Abraham’s unwavering trust in God was an understanding of the subject we will be discussing in today’s lesson.   

Abraham had a revelation of “the city which has foundations, whose architect and builder is God,” Hebrews 11:10.  Every earthly thing that we place our trust and confidence in will one day be destroyed.  But the true Christian, like Abraham, is a citizen of the Heavenly City, a city that will never be destroyed.  

1. God will create a New Heavens and a New Earth.

· Behold, I will create new heavens and a new earth.  The former things will not be remembered, nor will they come to mind.  Isaiah 65:17
· As the new heavens and the new earth that I make will endure before me,  declares the Lord, “so will your name and descendants endure.   Isaiah 66:22
· He who was seated o the throne said, “I am making everything new!”  Then he said, “Write down, for these words are trustworthy and true.”  Revelation 21:5
· Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and there was no longer any sea.  Revelation 21:1
· Nevertheless we, according to His promise, look for a new heavens and a new earth in which righteousness dwells.  2 Peter 3:13 (NKJV)
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. What will the New Heavens and the Earth be like?

The scriptures give us very little information about the new heavens and new earth.   As tempting as it is to speculate about what it might be like, in this lesson we will explore only what the scriptures do tell us about our new eternal home.  
· Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and there was no longer any sea.  Revelation 21:1

· I saw the Holy city, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride beautifully dressed for her husband.  And I heard loud voice from the throne saying, “Now the dwelling of God is with men, and he will live with them.  They will be his people, and God himself will be with them and be their God.  He will wipe every tear from their eyes.  There will be no more death or mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of things has passed away.”  Revelation 21:2-4

· And he carried me away in the Spirit to a mountain great and high, and showed me the Holy City, Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God. (11)  It shone with the glory of God, and its brilliance was like that of a very precious jewel, like a jasper, clear as crystal. (12)  It had a great, high wall with twelve gates, and with twelve angels at the gates. On the gates were written the names of the twelve tribes of Israel.  (13)  There were three gates on the east, three on the north, three on the south and three on the west.  (14)  The wall of the city had twelve foundations, and on them were the names of the twelve apostles of the Lamb. (15)  The angel who talked with me had a measuring rod of gold to measure the city, its gates and its walls.  (16)  The city was laid out like a square, as long as it was wide. He measured the city with the rod and found it to be 12,000 stadia in length, and as wide and high as it is long. (17)  The angel measured the wall using human measurement, and it was 144 cubits thick.  (18)  The wall was made of jasper, and the city of pure gold, as pure as glass. (19)  The foundations of the city walls were decorated with every kind of precious stone. The first foundation was jasper, the second sapphire, the third agate, the fourth emerald, (20)  the fifth onyx, the sixth ruby, the seventh chrysolite, the eighth beryl, the ninth topaz, the tenth turquoise, the eleventh jacinth, and the twelfth amethyst.  (21)  The twelve gates were twelve pearls, each gate made of a single pearl. The great street of the city was of gold, as pure as transparent glass.  (22)  I did not see a temple in the city, because the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb are its temple.  (23)  The city does not need the sun or the moon to shine on it, for the glory of God gives it light, and the Lamb is its lamp. (24)  The nations will walk by its light, and the kings of the earth will bring their splendor into it. (25)  On no day will its gates ever be shut, for there will be no night there. (26)  The glory and honor of the nations will be brought into it. (27)  Nothing impure will ever enter it, nor will anyone who does what is shameful or deceitful, but only those whose names are written in the Lamb's book of life.    Revelation 21:11-26
· Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, as clear as crystal, flowing from the throne of God and of the Lamb (2)  down the middle of the great street of the city. On each side of the river stood the tree of life, bearing twelve crops of fruit, yielding its fruit every month. And the leaves of the tree are for the healing of the nations. (3)  No longer will there be any curse. The throne of God and of the Lamb will be in the city, and his servants will serve him. (4)  They will see his face, and his name will be on their foreheads. (5)  There will be no more night. They will not need the light of a lamp or the light of the sun, for the Lord God will give them light. And they will reign for ever and ever.  (6)  The angel said to me, "These words are trustworthy and true. The Lord, the God who inspires the prophets, sent his angel to show his servants the things that must soon take place."   Revelation 22:1-6
The new heavens and new earth will surpass anything which man is capable of describing.  Pain, sorrow, tears, crying, and death will forever be abolished from this place where the redeemed will dwell with God, Himself, forever.  And the new heavens and the new earth will never pass away.

3.  The New Earth:

a.  It is a new earth created by God.  (Revelation 21:1; Isaiah 65:17; 66:22; 2 Peter 3:1) ____________________________________________________________________________________


b.  ..in which righteousness dwells (2 Peter 3:13) ______________________________________ ____________________________________________________________________________________


c.  It is eternal (Isaiah 66:22) _______________________________________________________ _____________________________________________________________________________________


d.  It will have nations (Revelation 21:24,27,27; see 2 Peter 3:13) _________________________ _____________________________________________________________________________________


e.  There will be some form of government (Revelation 21:24) ____________________________ _____________________________________________________________________________________


f.  Its people are “only those which are written in the Lamb’s book of life” (Revelation 21:8,27) _____________________________________________________________________________________


g.  “…the nations will walk by its light” (Revelation 21:24)________________________________ _____________________________________________________________________________________


h.  They will be able to transport back and forth to the New Jerusalem.  (Revelation 21:24)_____ _____________________________________________________________________________________

 4.  The New Jerusalem:

a.  It will be huge (Revelation 21:16-17) ______________________________________________ _____________________________________________________________________________________


b.  It will be beautiful beyond imagination (Revelation 21:11-14, 18-21)_____________________ _____________________________________________________________________________________


c.  It will have uncompromised security (Revelation 21:12), yet the twelve gates to the city will never be closed (verse 25) _______________________________________________________________ _____________________________________________________________________________________


d.  The river of the water of life will flow continuously (Revelation 22:1-2) __________________ _____________________________________________________________________________________


e.  The tree of life will bear a new crop of fruit every month; its leaves for the health of the nations.  (Revelation 22:2) _______________________________________________________________ _____________________________________________________________________________________


f.  God Himself will live with His people (Revelation 21:3) ________________________________ _____________________________________________________________________________________


g.  God’s people will serve Him and will reign eternally (Revelation 22:3-5) __________________ _____________________________________________________________________________________


h.  The kings and the nations will bring their glory and honor into the New Jerusalem (Revelation 21:24,26) _____________________________________________________________________________ _____________________________________________________________________________________


i.  “…the old order of things has passed away,” (Revelation 21:4) One of the great principles of sciences is the second law of thermodynamics, the law of entropy, the fact that everything is wearing down.  No matter how good things are, they do not eventually get better, they get worse.  They lose energy, wear out, fall apart, or die out.  That law is universal.  But in the new heavens and earth, it will be exactly the opposite.  Things will start and get better and better, and richer and sweeter, fuller and more exciting.   ________________________________________________________________________ _____________________________________________________________________________________
5.  What will not be in the New Heavens and New Earth?

a.  Nothing impure (Revelation 21:4,8,27; 22:15) ______________________________________ ____________________________________________________________________________________


b.  No physical temple in the city (Revelation 21:22) ___________________________________ ____________________________________________________________________________________


c.  No sun, moon or other supplemental lighting (Revelation 21:23) _______________________ ____________________________________________________________________________________


d.  No night (Revelation 21:25) ____________________________________________________ ____________________________________________________________________________________


e.  No more tears, death, sorrow, crying, pain or regrets (Revelation 21:4) _________________ ____________________________________________________________________________________


f.  No fear (Revelation 21:12) ______________________________________________________ ____________________________________________________________________________________


g.  No more disease, injuries, illness or death (Revelation 22:2) ___________________________ _____________________________________________________________________________________


h.  There will be no sea on the new earth (Revelation 21:1)  The word “water” was not used, but “sea.”  There are many interpretations of what this verse means.  Some believe the word “sea” is symbolic for a world of unrest, turmoil and instability, (see Revelation 13:1)  Others cite that the oceans of our world are salt which, in some ways, helps prevent the spread of decay and corruption that would otherwise have eliminated the human race centuries ago; there will be no need for them on the new earth.  Still others point out that the oceans of our present earth divide people and nations.  Since there will be no division in that day having no sea means there will be more land space in which to accommodate everyone. ________________________________________________________________ _____________________________________________________________________________________  

CONCLUSION

Have you ever felt that all the best parts of your life are behind you instead of in front of you?  Here is good news:  you real life, the greater portion of your eternal existence is still ahead of you.  We will enjoy a new life in a new world – forever.  Life will be full and interesting.  What a beautiful hope!  Only those who have come to know the Redeemer, our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ have any possibility of experiencing this hope that lies before us.


For those of us who have accepted Jesus Christ as our Lord and Savior, our treasure is not in this world.  Our treasure is where moths, rust, and thieves have no access.  Everything in this present world will one day be destroyed but everything we lay up in heaven will be enjoyed eternally.  So let us always keep our perspective right and do God’s important work while we still have time.  
WE BELIEVE according to His promise, look for a new heavens and a new earth wherein dwelleth  righteousness.  2 Peter 3:13 (NKJV)





SCRIPTURE REFERENCE:  2 Peter 3:13; Revelation Chapters 21 and 22		
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