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Lesson 18

The Punishment of the Wicked



The concept of a loving God sending people to hell for eternal punishment is an unpleasant one that some people just cannot accept.  They believe that it would be inconsistent for a loving God to punish people; but that is human reasoning, appealing to the human idea of fairness.  Romans 11:22 says, “Consider therefore the kindness and sternness of God…”  We can see from this scripture that love and justice are compatible attributes of God.

The scriptures tell us that God is holy; incorruptible, perfect, pure, and unable to sin.  Holiness is the very nature of God’s character and His law.  God is also righteous; He will always do what is right according to the righteous Law He has set forth.  The Law of God is the standard of perfection because it is a reflection of God’s character; holy, perfect and righteous.  Since it is the Law there is punishment for lawbreakers, for without punishment there would be no Law.  Therefore, God must punish those who break His Law because it is the right (righteous) thing to do.  


Sin is so horribly bad because of Who it is against:  an infinitely pure, holy and righteous God.  If God excused sin, His attributes of love and justice would be out of balance, which would make Him less than perfect.  

1. What is God’s Punishment?
a. The Wrath and Indignation of God? (wrath:  violent passion, punishment, anger)
· Whoever believers in the Son has eternal life, but whoever rejects the Son will not see life, for God’s wrath remains on him.  John 3:36
· But for those who are self-seeking and who reject the truth and follow evil, there will be wrath and anger.  There will be trouble and distress for every human who does evil… Romans 2:8-9
· He, too, will drink of the wine of God’s fury, which has been poured full strength into the cup of his wrath.  Romans 14:10
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

b. Eternal Separation from the Presence of God.
· They will be punished with everlasting destruction and shut out from the presence of the Lord and from the majesty of his power.  2 Thessalonians 1:9
c. Outer Darkness

· …Tie him hand and foot, and throw him outside, into the darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.  Matthew 22:13, (see Matthew 25:30)
· They (Godless men) are wild waves of the sea, foaming up their shame; wandering stars, for whom blackest darkness has been reserved forever.  Jude verse 13

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

d. Eternal Fire
· (Sodom and Gomorrah) serve as an example of those who suffer the punishment of eternal fire.  Jude verse 7
· He will be tormented with burning sulfur in the presence of the angels and the Lamb. (Revelation 14:10 – The Mark of the Beast)
· (Satan) was thrown into the lake of burning sulfur….Revelation 20:10
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

e.  Wailing and Gnashing of Teeth
· The angels will come and separate the wicked from the righteous and throw them into the fiery furnace where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.  Matthew 13:49-50
· …Tie him hand and foot, and throw him outside, into the darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.  Matthew 22:13, (see Matthew 25:30)

· There will be weeping there, and gnashing of teeth…Luke 13:28
The term “gnashing of teeth” is from the Greek word, brugmos (broog-mos), “to grate or grind the teeth in pain or rage.”

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

f. Total Awareness and Sensory Perception
· "The time came when the beggar died and the angels carried him to Abraham's side. The rich man also died and was buried. In Hades, where he was in torment, he looked up and saw Abraham far away, with Lazarus by his side.  So he called to him, 'Father Abraham, have pity on me and send Lazarus to dip the tip of his finger in water and cool my tongue, because I am in agony in this fire.'  "But Abraham replied, 'Son, remember that in your lifetime you received your good things, while Lazarus received bad things, but now he is comforted here and you are in agony.   And besides all this, between us and you a great chasm has been set in place, so that those who want to go from here to you cannot, nor can anyone cross over from there to us.' "He answered, 'Then I beg you, father, send Lazarus to my family,  for I have five brothers. Let him warn them, so that they will not also come to this place of torment.'  "Abraham replied, 'They have Moses and the Prophets; let them listen to them.'  "'No, father Abraham,' he said, 'but if someone from the dead goes to them, they will repent.'  "He said to him, 'If they do not listen to Moses and the Prophets, they will not be convinced even if someone rises from the dead.'"
Luke 16:22-31
The Greek word for “hell” in verse 23 is “Hades”, a place of torment for the departed souls of the unredeemed dead.  It is not the lake of fire spoken of in Revelation 20:14 nor is it a place of purgatory.  It is a holding place for souls until they are resurrected to appear before God at the Great White Throne Judgment.

A study of what Hades is like reveals that it is a terrible place of unending torment.  These souls have all their senses, intellect and perceptive capacities.  That is, they can hear, speak, see and reason.  They have knowledge, understanding and awareness and they remember people and events from their lifetime (Greek:  eido).  But are now just a passive, or mechanical, observer, unable to participate in or influence events (Greek:  optomai).  From the passage of scripture above we see that they can also feel pain, heat and thirst.  

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

g. Eternal Torment
· And the smoke of their torment rises for ever and ever.  There is no rest day or night…Revelation 14:11
· ….They will be tormented day and night for ever and ever.  Revelation 20:10
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. The Second Death.
· Then I saw a great white throne and him who was seated on it. The earth and the heavens fled from his presence, and there was no place for them.   And I saw the dead, great and small, standing before the throne, and books were opened. Another book was opened, which is the book of life. The dead were judged according to what they had done as recorded in the books.   The sea gave up the dead that were in it, and death and Hades gave up the dead that were in them, and each person was judged according to what they had done.  Then death and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire. The lake of fire is the second death.  Anyone whose name was not found written in the book of life was thrown into the lake of fire.  Revelation 20:11-15

The first death is the death of the physical body.  At the time of death there is a separation of the just (the believer) from the unjust, or unbeliever.  The souls of the just go to heaven to be with the Lord (2 Corinthians 5:8) while the unjust go to Hades, a holding place for the dead, (see Luke 16:22-23).


The just will be resurrected at the Second Coming of Christ, (Lesson 16).  From the scriptures referenced above we see that the unjust will be resurrected at the end of the Millennium (see Revelation 20:5) to appear before God at the Great White Throne Judgment (verse 11)  At this judgment, their  lives and their deed will be exposed before God (verse 12).  Standing before God to give account will be so terrifying that they will not be able to speak to refute God’s judgment.  Indeed, even the earth and sky will flee from Him, (verse 11).  There will be no recourse for the unjust as they are judged for their deeds done while alive, (verse 13).  Their final sentence will be the lake of fire which burns with sulfur and fire, (see Matthew 25:46 and Revelation 20:10)

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. Who will be Punished?
	a.  Those who do not know God.
	2 Thessalonians 1:8

	b. Those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ.
	2 Thessalonians 1:8

	c. Those who have sinned.
	Romans 6:23

	d. Those who take the mark of the beast.
	Revelation 14:9-11

	e. All whose names are not in the book of Life.
	Revelation 20:15

	f. The devil, the beast and the false prophet.
	Revelation 20:10

	g. The cowardly (Luke 12:8-9) unbelieving, the abominable; murders, sexually immoral, sorcerers, idolaters and liars.
	Revelation 21:8

	h. The demons (fallen angels).
	Jude verse 6


_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4. The Duration of Punishment.

· Multitudes who sleep in the dust of the earth will awake; some to everlasting life, others to shame and everlasting contempt.  Daniel 12:2
· Then they will go away to eternal punishment, but the righteous to eternal life.  Matthew 25:46
Throughout the Bible the same words are used to define eternity for both the wicked and the righteous.  The Old Testament uses the Hebrew word, “owlam,” a mathematical term for infinity.  It is continuance, unending, always.  In the New Testament the Greek word “anionios,” meaning “for ever and ever,” is used to describe eternity.  

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

CONCLUSION

Jesus spoke more about God’s judgment and punishment of the wicked than any other New Testament preacher did.  And He demonstrated God’s infinite love by giving His life to save us from eternal punishment.


As terrifying as the prospect of eternal suffering is, we should never stop warning people of this certain fate if they reject the Lord Jesus Christ.  May we never speak of eternal punishment without ardent compassion and spirits aflame with the desire to see that no one is condemned to such a fearful eternal judgment.  
WE BELIEVE in the everlasting punishment of the wicked, (the sense of eternal torment), who willfully reject and despise the love of God manifested in the great sacrifice of  His Only Son upon the cross for their salvation.


WE BELIEVE that the devil and his angels and whosoever is not found written in the Book of Life shall be consigned to everlasting punishment in the lake that burns with fire and brimstone, which is the second death.  


SCRIPTURE REFERENCE:  Matthew 25:46; 13:49-50; Luke 12:47-48; 2 Thessalonians 1:8-9; Romans 6:23; Revelation 20:11-15, Revelation 19:20 and 20:10-15		
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