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Lesson 17

The Millennium



In our last lesson we talked about the Second Coming of Christ being in two separate phases.  The rapture of the church will happen first.  Later Christ will return to the earth with His saints to remove His enemies, set up His kingdom, and to rule the earth for a thousand years.  Today we will take a look into this period of time commonly referred to as “The Millennium Reign of Christ,” or simply, “The Millennium.”  


Our English word “millennium”, meaning one thousand years, comes from the Latin words “mille” (thousand) and “annum” (year).  The word “millennium” is not found in scripture, but references to a period of one thousand years when Christ shall rule the earth are found six times in Revelation chapter 20.  Other references to that time also occur in some of the Old Testament books of prophecy and Jesus made references to it in His teaching.  Since it is not possible to explore the many scriptures on this subject in one brief lesson, we will focus today on some of the more widely known passages.  

1. The Millennium Reign of Christ Begins With:
a. The Visible Return of Christ with His Saints
· Matthew 24:29–30 (NKJV) 29 “Immediately after the tribulation of those days the sun will be darkened, and the moon will not give its light; the stars will fall from heaven, and the powers of the heavens will be shaken. 30 Then the sign of the Son of Man will appear in heaven, and then all the tribes of the earth will mourn, and they will see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of heaven with power and great glory. 

· Revelation 1:7 (NKJV) 7 Behold, He is coming with clouds, and every eye will see Him, even they who pierced Him. And all the tribes of the earth will mourn because of Him. Even so, Amen. 

· Zechariah 14:5 (NKJV) 5
Then you shall flee through My mountain valley, For the mountain valley shall reach to Azal. Yes, you shall flee As you fled from the earthquake In the days of Uzziah king of Judah. Thus the Lord my God will come, And all the saints with You. 

2.  A Battle
· Zechariah 14:3–4 (NKJV) 3Then the Lord will go forth And fight against those nations, As He fights in the day of battle. 4And in that day His feet will stand on the Mount of Olives, Which faces Jerusalem on the east.   And the Mount of Olives shall be split in two, From east to west, Making a very large valley; Half of the mountain shall move toward the north And half of it toward the south. 

· Revelation 19:11,14-15,19-21 (NKJV) 11 Now I saw heaven opened, and behold, a white horse. And He who sat on him was called Faithful and True, and in righteousness He judges and makes war. 14 And the armies in heaven, clothed in fine linen, white and clean, followed Him on white horses. 15 Now out of His mouth goes a sharp sword, that with it He should strike the nations. And He Himself will rule them with a rod of iron. He Himself treads the winepress of the fierceness and wrath of Almighty God.  19 And I saw the beast, the kings of the earth, and their armies, gathered together to make war against Him who sat on the horse and against His army. 20 Then the beast was captured, and with him the false prophet who worked signs in his presence, by which he deceived those who received the mark of the beast and those who worshiped his image. These two were cast alive into the lake of fire burning with brimstone. 21 And the rest were killed with the sword which proceeded from the mouth of Him who sat on the horse. And all the birds were filled with their flesh. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2.  Satan will be Bound and Imprisoned for One Thousand Years

Revelation 20:2–3 (NKJV) 2 He laid hold of the dragon, that serpent of old, who is the Devil and Satan, and bound him for a thousand years; 3 and he cast him into the bottomless pit, and shut him up, and set a seal on him, so that he should deceive the nations no more till the thousand years were finished. But after these things he must be released for a little while. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3.  Christ will Rule Over the Earth
· Daniel 2:44 (NKJV) 44 And in the days of these kings the God of heaven will set up a kingdom which shall never be destroyed; and the kingdom shall not be left to other people; it shall break in pieces and consume all these kingdoms, and it shall stand forever. 

· Daniel 7:14 (NKJV) 14Then to Him was given dominion and glory and a kingdom, That all peoples, nations, and languages should serve Him. His dominion is an everlasting dominion, Which shall not pass away, And His kingdom the one Which shall not be destroyed. 

· Zechariah 14:9 (NKJV) 9And the Lord shall be King over all the earth. In that day it shall be “The Lord is one,” And His name one. 

· Isaiah 9:7 (NKJV) 7Of the increase of His government and peace There will be no end, Upon the throne of David and over His kingdom, To order it and establish it with judgment and justice From that time forward, even forever. The zeal of the Lord of hosts will perform this. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4.  Jerusalem will be the Capital City

· Micah 4:2 (NKJV) 2Many nations shall come and say, “Come, and let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, To the house of the God of Jacob; He will teach us His ways, And we shall walk in His paths.” For out of Zion the law shall go forth, And the word of the Lord from Jerusalem. 

· Micah 4:7 (NKJV) 7I will make the lame a remnant, And the outcast a strong nation; So the Lord will reign over them in Mount Zion From now on, even forever. 

· Zechariah 14:7 (NKJV) 7It shall be one day Which is known to the Lord Neither day nor night. But at evening time it shall happen That it will be light. 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

5.  His Saints will Rule with Him

· Daniel 7:27 (NKJV) 27Then the kingdom and dominion, And the greatness of the kingdoms under the whole heaven, Shall be given to the people, the saints of the Most High. His kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, And all dominions shall serve and obey Him.’ 

· Revelation 20:4 (NKJV) 4 And I saw thrones, and they sat on them, and judgment was committed to them. Then I saw the souls of those who had been beheaded for their witness to Jesus and for the word of God, who had not worshiped the beast or his image, and had not received his mark on their foreheads or on their hands. And they lived and reigned with Christ for a thousand years. 

· Revelation 2:26 (NKJV) 26 And he who overcomes, and keeps My works until the end, to him I will give power over the nations— 

· Revelation 3:21 (NKJV) 21 To him who overcomes I will grant to sit with Me on My throne, as I also overcame and sat down with My Father on His throne. 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

6.  What the Millennium World will look like:

a.  It will bring the Salvation of National Israel

· Ezekiel 38:23 (NKJV) 23 Thus I will magnify Myself and sanctify Myself, and I will be known in the eyes of many nations. Then they shall know that I am the Lord.” ’ 

· Romans 11:26–27 (NKJV) 26 And so all Israel will be saved, as it is written: “The Deliverer will come out of Zion, And He will turn away ungodliness from Jacob; 27For this is My covenant with them, When I take away their sins.” 

· Zechariah 12:10 (NKJV) 10 “And I will pour on the house of David and on the inhabitants of Jerusalem the Spirit of grace and supplication; then they will look on Me whom they pierced. Yes, they will mourn for Him as one mourns for his only son, and grieve for Him as one grieves for a firstborn. 

· Zechariah 13:1 (NKJV)  “In that day a fountain shall be opened for the house of David and for the inhabitants of Jerusalem, for sin and for uncleanness. 

b.  It will bring About Universal Peace
· Isaiah 11:9 (NKJV) 9They shall not hurt nor destroy in all My holy mountain, For the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the Lord As the waters cover the sea. 

· Micah 4:3–4 (NKJV) 3He shall judge between many peoples, And rebuke strong nations afar off; They shall beat their swords into plowshares, And their spears into pruning hooks; Nation shall not lift up sword against nation, Neither shall they learn war anymore. 4But everyone shall sit under his vine and under his fig tree, And no one shall make them afraid; For the mouth of the Lord of hosts has spoken.  (see also Isaiah 2:4)

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

7.  How will it End?

a.  Satan will be released for a short time.

· Revelation 20:7–8 (NKJV) 7 Now when the thousand years have expired, Satan will be released from his prison 8 and will go out to deceive the nations which are in the four corners of the earth, Gog and Magog, to gather them together to battle, whose number is as the sand of the sea. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

c.  The Final Confrontation of Good and Evil.

· Revelation 20:7–10 (NKJV) 7 Now when the thousand years have expired, Satan will be released from his prison 8 and will go out to deceive the nations which are in the four corners of the earth, Gog and Magog, to gather them together to battle, whose number is as the sand of the sea. 9 They went up on the breadth of the earth and surrounded the camp of the saints and the beloved city. And fire came down from God out of heaven and devoured them. 10 The devil, who deceived them, was cast into the lake of fire and brimstone where the beast and the false prophet are. And they will be tormented day and night forever and ever. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

d.  The Judgments of the Wicked (Lesson 18)

· Revelation 20:11–12 (NKJV) 11 Then I saw a great white throne and Him who sat on it, from whose face the earth and the heaven fled away. And there was found no place for them. 12 And I saw the dead, small and great, standing before God, and books were opened. And another book was opened, which is the Book of Life. And the dead were judged according to their works, by the things which were written in the books. 
· Revelation 20:14–15 (NKJV) 14 Then Death and Hades were cast into the lake of fire. This is the second death. 15 And anyone not found written in the Book of Life was cast into the lake of fire. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

e.  Cleansing and Purification by Fire

· Matthew 24:35 (NKJV) 35 Heaven and earth will pass away, but My words will by no means pass away. 

· 2 Peter 3:10–12 (NKJV) 10 But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night, in which the heavens will pass away with a great noise, and the elements will melt with fervent heat; both the earth and the works that are in it will be burned up. 11 Therefore, since all these things will be dissolved, what manner of persons ought you to be in holy conduct and godliness, 12 looking for and hastening the coming of the day of God, because of which the heavens will be dissolved, being on fire, and the elements will melt with fervent heat? 

· 1 Corinthians 3:10–13 (NKJV) 10 According to the grace of God which was given to me, as a wise master builder I have laid the foundation, and another builds on it. But let each one take heed how he builds on it. 11 For no other foundation can anyone lay than that which is laid, which is Jesus Christ. 12 Now if anyone builds on this foundation with gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, straw, 13 each one’s work will become clear; for the Day will declare it, because it will be revealed by fire; and the fire will test each one’s work, of what sort it is. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

f.  A New Heaven and Earth (Lesson 19)

· Isaiah 65:17 (NKJV) 17“For behold, I create new heavens and a new earth; And the former shall not be remembered or come to mind. (see also Isaiah 65:17-25)

· Revelation 21:1 (NKJV) Now I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away. Also there was no more sea. (see also Revelation 21-22:5)
· 2 Peter 3:13 (NKJV) 13 Nevertheless we, according to His promise, look for new heavens and a new earth in which righteousness dwells. 

CONCLUSION

The Millennium will be a time when the world will finally function the way God intended it to.  Peace, justice and prosperity will be the hallmarks of this age.  What a joy and privilege it will be for us to rule and reign over the earth with Christ.  It is a privilege reserved only for the faithful servants of the Lord Jesus Christ.  If we serve Him now, we will live to reign with Him later.   

WE BELIEVE in the return of the Lord Jesus Christ to establish His millennial reign on this earth.


SCRIPTURE REFERENCE:  Zechariah 14:5; Daniel 7:22; Revelation 5:9-10; Psalm 96:10-13; Psalm 11; Revelation 20:1-10		
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