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Lesson 3

The Holy Spirit


1

Many people mistakenly think of the Holy Spirit as a mysterious presence or invisible power.  They fail to see Him as a person with individual characteristics, who has his own work to do in God’s kingdom.  Sadly, some people do not realize that, if it weren’t for the Holy Spirit, there would be no Bible, no faith, no new birth, nor holiness.  Indeed, there would be no Christianity in the world at all  (see John 3:5-6)  It is important for us to learn who this vital quiet-working Person is, and what He does.  
1. The Holy Spirit is the Third Person of the Triune Godhead
· There are different kinds of gifts, but the same Spirit.  There are different kinds of service, but the same Lord.  There are different kinds of working, but the same God works in all of them in all men.  1 Corinthians 12:4-6

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2.  He is God
· The Peter said, “Ananias…you have lied to the Holy Spirit…You have not lied to men but to God.”  Acts 5:3-4

· Now the Lord is the Spirit…,2 Corinthians 3:17.  (See also 1 Corinthians 12:4-6)

· …the Lord, who is the Spirit.  2 Corinthians 3:18

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3.  He has all the divine attributes of God.  He is:
	Eternal
	· …Christ who though the eternal Spirit offered himself unblemished to God…Hebrews 9:14

· …He (the Father) will give you another counselor to be with you forever – the Spirit of Truth…John 14:16

	Omniscient
	· …The spirit searches all things, even the deep things of God…non one knows the thoughts of God except the Spirit of God.  1 Corinthians 2:10-11

	Omnipresent
	· Where can I go from your Spirit?  Where can I flee from your presence?  Psalm 139:7

	Omnipotent
	· “Not by might nor by power, but by my Spirit, “ says the Lord Almighty.  Zechariah 4:6


_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4.  The Holy Spirit Proceeds from the Father and the Son
· When the Counselor comes…the Spirit of truth who goes out from the Father, he will testify about me (Jesus).  John 15:26
· When you send your Spirit, they are created.  Psalm 104:30

· …till the Spirit is poured out on us from on high.  Isaiah 32:15

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

5.  The Holy Spirit is Submissive to the Father
· However, when He, the Spirit of truth, has come, He will guide you into all truth; for He will not speak on His own authority, but whatever He hears He will speak..John 16:13  (NKJV)

· And He who searches our hearts knows the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints in accordance with God’s will.  Romans 8:27


The Holy Spirit carries out the will of the Father, glorifies the /son, and does not speak of Himself or on His own.  The does not make Him inferior to the Father and the Son; it is simply the inner workings of the Godhead.  

We tend to think that being in submission to another person means being inferior.  But in God’s kingdom, submission is all a part of cooperation and coexistence.  What an example to the Christian of showing differences to one another.  (See Philippians 2:3)

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

6.  The Holy Spirit Was at Work in Old Testament Times
· For prophecy never had its origin in the will of man, but men spoke from God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit.  2 Peter 1:21

· …by your Spirit you admonished them through your prophets.  Nehemiah 9:30

· …yet the Spirit also rested on them and they prophesied in the camp.   Number 11:26

· Moses replied…”I wish that all the Lord’s people were prophets and that the Lord would put his Spirit on them!”  Numbers 11:29

· (David) gave (Solomon) the plans of all that the Spirit had put in his mind for…the temple of the Lord… 1 Chronicles 28:12
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

7.  His Work in Salvation

a.  He convicts us of sin.

· But when he comes, he will convict the world in regards to sin, righteousness, and judgment…he will not speak on his own; he will speak only what he hears, and he will tell you what is yet to come.  John 16:13

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


b.  He reveals the truth about Jesus Christ.

· But the Counselor, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you all things and will remind you of everything I have said to you.  John 14:26

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


c.  He gives us new spiritual birth

· I tell you the truth, no one can enter the kingdom of God unless he is born of water and the Spirit.  Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit gives birth to Spirit.”  John 3:5-6

· …Having believed, you were marked in him (Christ) with a seal, the promised Holy Spirit, who is a deposit guaranteeing our inheritance.     Ephesians 1:13

· We know that we live in him and he in us, because he has given us of his spirit.  1 John 4:13
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

d.  He joins us into the Body of Christ.

· And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, with whom you were sealed for the day of redemption.  Ephesians 4:30  (See Hebrews 10:29)

· For we were all baptized by one Spirit into one body…1 Corinthians 12:13

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


e.  He lives in the believer at the time of conversion.

· Guard the good deposit that was entrusted to you-guard it with the help of the Holy Spirit who lives in us.  (2 Timothy 1:14)

· The Spirit Himself testifies with our spirit that we are God’s children.  Romans 8:16

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

8.  His Work in the Believer

a.  He sanctifies the believer

· …But you were washed, you were sanctified, you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God.  1 Corinthians 6:11

· So I say, live by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the sinful nature.  Galatians 5:16

· Because those who are led by the Spirit are sons of God.  Romans 8:14

· …so that the Gentiles might become an offering acceptable to God, sanctified by the Holy Spirit.  Romans 15:16

Sanctification is a two-fold process:  It is:

1.  The believer’s separation from the world; being set apart to follow Christ  (See 1 Peter 2:9)

2. The believer’s continual cleansing from sin and progressive transformation into a life of holiness to God.  (See 2 Corinthians 3:18)

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


b.  He teaches and guides the believer into all truth.

· …for the Holy Spirit will teach you…what to say.  Luke 12:12

· But the Counselor, the Holy Sprit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you all things and will remind you of everything I have said to you.  John 14:26

· And I (Jesus) will ask the Father, and He will give you another Counselor to be with you forever – the Spirit of truth.  The world cannot accept him, because it neither sees him nor knows him.  But you know him, for he lives with you and will be in you.  Jon 14:16-17

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

CONCLUSION

It is essential that we, as believers, recognize the work of the Holy Spirit in our lives.  The more we allow Him to work in our lives, the more like Christ we will become.  It is God’s purpose and pleasure to give us the Holy Spirit to dwell in us in order to guide, direct, and motivate us to do the works that Jesus did.  
WE BELIEVE in the Holy Spirit, the third person of the triune Godhead, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, and is every present an active in the work of convicting and regenerating the sinner, and sanctifying and guiding the believer into all truth.  


SCRIPTURE REFERENCES:  John 14:26; John 16:8-11, 1 Peter 1:2, Romans 8:14
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