LFCC:  What We Believe
Lesson 15
Devine Healing

Lesson 15

Divine Healing


Matthew 1:21 (NKJV) 21 And she will bring forth a Son, and you shall call His name Jesus, for He will save His people from their sins.” 

Save:  sōzō  sode'-zo  From a primary word σῶς sōs̄ (contraction for the obsolete σάος saos, “safe”); to save, that is, deliver or protect (literally or figuratively): - heal, preserve, save (self), do well, be (make) whole.

The word save comes from the Greek word “sozo” (sode-zo) meaning “to save, deliver, protect; to heal, preserve, make whole; cause to do well”.  Full atonement and healing was accomplished through Christ at Calvary (John 3:14-16).  The New Testament calls it redemption, (Romans 3:24, Ephesians 1:7, Colossians 1:14 and Hebrews 9:15)

· John 3:14–16 (NKJV) 14 And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son of Man be lifted up, 15 that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life. 16 For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life. 

· Romans 3:24 (NKJV) 24 being justified freely by His grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 
· apolutrōsis  ap-ol-oo'-tro-sis  From a compound of G575 and G3083; (the act) ransom in full, that is, (figuratively) riddance, or (specifically) Christian salvation: - deliverance, redemption.

· Ephesians 1:7 (NKJV) 7 In Him we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of His grace 

· Colossians 1:14 (NKJV) 14 in whom we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins. 

· Hebrews 9:15 (NKJV) 15 And for this reason He is the Mediator of the new covenant, by means of death, for the redemption of the transgressions under the first covenant, that those who are called may receive the promise of the eternal inheritance. 

There can be different reasons for illness but all sickness is in the world because of sin and is among the works of Satan that Jesus came to destroy (1 John 3:8).  Thus, healing is included in Christ’s atonement.  When we say that Jesus came to save His people, we are saying that Jesus came to make us completely whole in body, soul and spirit.  

· 1 John 3:8 (NKJV)   8 He who sins is of the devil, for the devil has sinned from the beginning. For this purpose the Son of God was manifested, that He might destroy the works of the devil. 

1.  Some reasons for illness.  
a. Satanic Attack/Oppression

· Romans 5:12 (NKJV) 12 Therefore, just as through one man sin entered the world, and death through sin, and thus death spread to all men, because all sinned— 
· Acts 10:38 (NKJV)  38 how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power, who went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with Him. 
· Oppressed:  katadunasteuō  kat-ad-oo-nas-tyoo'-o  From G2596 and a derivative of G1413; to exercise dominion against, that is, oppress: - oppress.
· Luke 13:10–13 (NKJV) 10 Now He was teaching in one of the synagogues on the Sabbath. 11 And behold, there was a woman who had a spirit of infirmity eighteen years, and was bent over and could in no way raise herself up. 12 But when Jesus saw her, He called her to Him and said to her, “Woman, you are loosed from your infirmity.” 13 And He laid His hands on her, and immediately she was made straight, and glorified God. 

Satan brought sin, sickness and death into the world.  He has just one objective; to steal, kill, and destroy (John 10:10) and he will use sickness and disease to try to accomplish his purpose.  

· John 10:10 (NKJV) 10 The thief does not come except to steal, and to kill, and to destroy. I have come that they may have life, and that they may have it more abundantly. 

We must remember that, because we are God’s children, Satan must receive God’s permission before he can touch us.  (Luke 22:31), and God sets boundaries and limitations on how far he can go (Job 1:12 and 2:6-7)

· Luke 22:31 (NKJV) (Matt. 26:31–35; Mark 14:27–31; John 13:36–38 )  31 And the Lord said, “Simon, Simon! Indeed, Satan has asked for you, that he may sift you as wheat. 

· Job 1:12; 2:6-7  (NKJV) 12 And the Lord said to Satan, “Behold, all that he has is in your power; only do not lay a hand on his person.” So Satan went out from the presence of the Lord.   Job 2:6–7 (NKJV) 6 And the Lord said to Satan, “Behold, he is in your hand, but spare his life.”  7 So Satan went out from the presence of the Lord, and struck Job with painful boils from the sole of his foot to the crown of his head. 

b. Natural Consequences.

· Galatians 6:7 (NKJV) 7 Do not be deceived, God is not mocked; for whatever a man sows, that he will also reap. 

· Exodus 15:26 (NKJV) 26 and said, “If you diligently heed the voice of the Lord your God and do what is right in His sight, give ear to His commandments and keep all His statutes, I will put none of the diseases on you which I have brought on the Egyptians. For I am the Lord who heals you.” 

We can damage our health through poor lifestyle choices.  For example, if we eat a poor diet and ignore the basic principles of health and hygiene we’ll be more prone to illness.  If we have too much stress in our lives it will eventually take its toll on our health.  (See Deuteronomy 34:7 and Mark 6:31), If we have a sensitive nature we will be prone to frequent illnesses (1 Timothy 5:23 and 2 Timothy 1:7),  There are basic natural laws that if ignored, can have a serious negative consequences.  

· Deuteronomy 34:7 (NKJV)  7 Moses was one hundred and twenty years old when he died. His eyes were not dim nor his natural vigor diminished. 

· Mark 6:31 (NKJV)  31 And He said to them, “Come aside by yourselves to a deserted place and rest a while.” For there were many coming and going, and they did not even have time to eat. 

· 1 Timothy 5:23 (NKJV)  23 No longer drink only water, but use a little wine for your stomach’s sake and your frequent infirmities. 

· 2 Timothy 1:7 (NKJV) 7 For God has not given us a spirit of fear, but of power and of love and of a sound mind. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

c. God’s Chastisement

· 1 Corinthians 11:29–30 (NKJV) 29 For he who eats and drinks in an unworthy manner eats and drinks judgment to himself, not discerning the Lord’s body. 30 For this reason many are weak and sick among you, and many sleep. 

· Deuteronomy 8:5 (NKJV)  5 You should know in your heart that as a man chastens his son, so the Lord your God chastens you. (Also Revelation 3:19)

Sometimes God does allow us to suffer illness or adversity as a corrective measure.  Both Solomon and the Apostle Paul said that we are not to lose heart when the Lord rebukes us because He disciplines everyone he loves and accepts as His children   (Psalm 94:12; Proverbs 3:11-12 and Hebrews 12:6-7)

· Psalm 94:12 (NKJV) 12Blessed is the man whom You instruct, O Lord, And teach out of Your law, 

· Proverbs 3:11–12 (NKJV) 11
My son, do not despise the chastening of the Lord, Nor detest His correction; 12For whom the Lord loves He corrects, Just as a father the son in whom he delights. 

· Hebrews 12:6–7 (NKJV) 6For whom the Lord loves He chastens, And scourges every son whom He receives.” 7 If you endure chastening, God deals with you as with sons; for what son is there whom a father does not chasten? 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

d. When Healing will bring glory to God.

· John 9:2–3 (NKJV) 2 And His disciples asked Him, saying, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?” 3 Jesus answered, “Neither this man nor his parents sinned, but that the works of God should be revealed in him. 

· Mark 2:12 (NKJV) 12 Immediately he arose, took up the bed, and went out in the presence of them all, so that all were amazed and glorified God, saying, “We never saw anything like this!” 

· John 11:4 (NKJV) 4 When Jesus heard that, He said, “This sickness is not unto death, but for the glory of God, that the Son of God may be glorified through it.” 

There is times when illness is an opportunity for God to be glorified.  God tells us he is the Great Physician, the lord who heals.  Exodus 15:26 and Psalms 103:3 indicates that it is God’s nature to heal.  
· Exodus 15:26 (NKJV) 26 and said, “If you diligently heed the voice of the Lord your God and do what is right in His sight, give ear to His commandments and keep all His statutes, I will put none of the diseases on you which I have brought on the Egyptians. For I am the Lord who heals you.” 

· Psalm 103:3 (NKJV) 3Who forgives all your iniquities, Who heals all your diseases, 

e. To get our attention; to bring us to repentance.  

· Revelation 3:19 (NKJV) 19 As many as I love, I rebuke and chasten. Therefore be zealous and repent. 

· Psalm 119:67,71,75 (NKJV) 67Before I was afflicted I went astray, But now I keep Your word. 71 It is good for me that I have been afflicted, That I may learn Your statutes. 75I know, O Lord, that Your judgments are right, And that in faithfulness You have afflicted me. 

· 2 Corinthians 7:10 (NKJV) 10 For godly sorrow produces repentance leading to salvation, not to be regretted; but the sorrow of the world produces death. 

· Isaiah 38:16–17 (NKJV) 16O Lord, by these things men live; And in all these things is the life of my spirit; So You will restore me and make me live. 17Indeed it was for my own peace That I had great bitterness; But You have lovingly delivered my soul from the pit of corruption, For You have cast all my sins behind Your back. 

· Isaiah 48:10–11 (NKJV) 10Behold, I have refined you, but not as silver; I have tested you in the furnace of affliction. 11For My own sake, for My own sake, I will do it; For how should My name be profaned? And I will not give My glory to another. 

Satan’s desire is to torment and destroy people but God loves to turn illness and adversity into an opportunity to accomplish something great for Himself.  Job is an example of this.  Satan’s intent was to destroy Job, his faith, his health, and everything that pertained to him.  But God knew what the final outcome would be and He recorded Job’s experience in scripture as a lasting testimony to us.  

2.  The Atonement and Healing
    a.  In the Old Testament


Atonement referred to a ransom price paid for redemption and restoration.  The atonement of Leviticus 16 brought release from the penalty of sin and brought restoration of God’s favor.  This pointed to the redemption through Christ where He shed His blood on our behalf and in our place.  “God has set Him forth to be a propitiation (literally, mercy seat) through faith in His blood.  (Romans 3:25)

· Romans 3:25 (NKJV) 25 whom God set forth as a propitiation by His blood, through faith, to demonstrate His righteousness, because in His forbearance God had passed over the sins that were previously committed, 

· Propitiation:  hilastērion    hil-as-tay'-ree-on   Neuter of a derivative of G2433; an expiatory (place or thing), that is, (concretely) an atoning victim, or (specifically) the lid of the Ark (in the Temple): - mercyseat, propitiation.


Although atonement was primarily for the cleansing from sin, there are several recorded incidents which atonement was directly linked with healing as well as restoration, (Exodus 30:12,15; Numbers 16:47-48 and 21:9)
· Exodus 30:12 (NKJV) 12 “When you take the census of the children of Israel for their number, then every man shall give a ransom for himself to the Lord, when you number them, that there may be no plague among them when you number them. 

· Exodus 30:15 (NKJV) 15 The rich shall not give more and the poor shall not give less than half a shekel, when you give an offering to the Lord, to make atonement for yourselves. 

· Numbers 16:47–48 (NKJV)  47 Then Aaron took it as Moses commanded, and ran into the midst of the assembly; and already the plague had begun among the people. So he put in the incense and made atonement for the people. 48 And he stood between the dead and the living; so the plague was stopped. 

· Numbers 21:9 (NKJV)  9 So Moses made a bronze serpent, and put it on a pole; and so it was, if a serpent had bitten anyone, when he looked at the bronze serpent, he lived. 

b. Psalm 103:2-4

· Psalm 103:2–4 (NKJV) 2Bless the Lord, O my soul, And forget not all His benefits: 3Who forgives all your iniquities, Who heals all your diseases, 4Who redeems your life from destruction, Who crowns you with lovingkindness and tender mercies, 

· All:  from the Hebrew word “kowl” (kole) meaning complete; to make whole in every manner.  

· “Who forgives ALL your iniquities” – faults, sins, perversity.

· “Who heals ALL your diseases.” = grievous maladies; sicknesses.  

If we only believe that God wants to save us from  sin then we are neglecting some of His benefits and are missing out.  God wants to save us; he also wants to heal us.  Both are part of His benefits, or blessings, to us.

    c.  Isaiah 53:4-5

· Isaiah 53:4–5 (NKJV) 4Surely He has borne our griefs And carried our sorrows; Yet we esteemed Him stricken, Smitten by God, and afflicted. 5But He was wounded for our transgressions, He was bruised for our iniquities; The chastisement for our peace was upon Him, And by His stripes we are healed. 

	Term:
	Hebrew Word:
	Definition

	Grief’s
Sorrows

Transgressions

Iniquities

Chastisement

Our peace

Healed


	Choliy (khol-ee)

Makobah (mak-o-baw)

Pesha (peh-shah)

Avown (aw-vone)

Muwear (moo-sawr)

Shalom (shaw-lome)

Rapha (raw-faw)
	Maladies, anxieties, calamities, disease, sicknesses, griefs

Anguishes, afflictions, pain and grief

Rebellion, revolt, sins, and trespasses

Faults, sins, perversity; punishment of sin

Rebuke, to punish with blows for correction

Happiness, welfare, health, prosperity, to be a perfect peace; rest safely; wholly

To mend, repair, (cause to) heal; to cause symptoms to cease or abate.


The word “griefs” is the same word used for physical illness and disease in 2 Chronicles 16:12; 21:15; 18-19 and in Isaiah 38:9

· 2 Chronicles 16:12 (NKJV) 12 And in the thirty-ninth year of his reign, Asa became diseased in his feet, and his malady was severe; yet in his disease he did not seek the Lord, but the physicians. 

· 2 Chronicles 21:15 (NKJV) 15 and you will become very sick with a disease of your intestines, until your intestines come out by reason of the sickness, day by day. 

· 2 Chronicles 21:18 (NKJV) 18 After all this the Lord struck him in his intestines with an incurable disease. 

· 2 Chronicles 21:19 (NKJV) 19 Then it happened in the course of time, after the end of two years, that his intestines came out because of his sickness; so he died in severe pain. And his people made no burning for him, like the burning for his fathers. 

Here we see a direct connection between sin and sickness and that Jesus paid for both.

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

    d.  Matthew 8:16-17
· Matthew 8:16–17 (NKJV) 16 When evening had come, they brought to Him many who were demon-possessed. And He cast out the spirits with a word, and healed all who were sick, 17 that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by Isaiah the prophet, saying: “He Himself took our infirmities And bore our sicknesses.” 

Matthew refers to the awesome Isaiah passage and declares that Jesus was fulfilling this prophecy, thereby confirming that he is the Son of God and it was God’s will to heal the sick through His ministry.
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

    e.  Matthew 9:35

· Matthew 9:35 (NKJV)  35 Then Jesus went about all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues, preaching the gospel of the kingdom, and healing every sickness and every disease among the people. 

The word “every” comes from the Greek word “pas” meaning “who so ever, all manner of , whatsoever”.  At the same time that Jesus preached repentance He healed everyone, who put their faith in Him, of every sickness and disease.  His power to heal was a witness of his authority to forgive sins.  (Mark 2:5-12)

f. Matthew 10:7-8 and Luke 9:6

· Matthew 10:7–8 (NKJV) 7 And as you go, preach, saying, ‘The kingdom of heaven is at hand.’ 8 Heal the sick, cleanse the lepers, raise the dead, cast out demons. Freely you have received, freely give. 

· Luke 9:6 (NKJV) 6 So they departed and went through the towns, preaching the gospel and healing everywhere. 

Jesus commissioned His disciples, giving them authority to:  1) preach the gospel of salvation through Jesus Christ and, 2) heal every (pas) sickness and every (pas) disease.

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

g. Matthew 11:5

· Matthew 11:5 (NKJV) 5 The blind see and the lame walk; the lepers are cleansed and the deaf hear; the dead are raised up and the poor have the gospel preached to them. 

Jesus spoke of Himself as One who 1) heals the sick and performs other miracles and, 2) preaches the gospel of salvation.  

3.  The Means of Healing

To make sure that we stay focused on the “Healer” and not on the means, God has provided many avenues that lead us to our healing.  


Prayer combined with faith is the most common means of healing.  The scriptures promise that the prayer of faith will save the sick (James 5:5).  The necessity of faith for divine healing is conformed by the fact that unbelief hindered Jesus from healing in Nazareth (Mark 6:5-6)  lack of faith prevented the disciples from casting out a demon (Matthew 17:19-20), and Jesus removed an unbelieving crowd before He raised a girl from the dead.  (Matthew 9:24-25)

a. The Atonement

· Matthew 8:17 (NKJV) 17 that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by Isaiah the prophet, saying: “He Himself took our infirmities And bore our sicknesses.” 

· Infirmities:  from the Greek word “astheneia” (as-then-i-ah) meaning feebleness of body or mind.  Maladies, sickness, diseases, weakness.  (See also Luke 13:11-12, John 5:5 and Hebrews 4:15)

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

    b.  Prayer by other believers

· Mark 16:17–18 (NKJV)  17 And these signs will follow those who believe: In My name they will cast out demons; they will speak with new tongues; 18 they will take up serpents; and if they drink anything deadly, it will by no means hurt them; they will lay hands on the sick, and they will recover.” 
    c.  Prayer by the Church Elders

· James 5:14–15 (NKJV) 14 Is anyone among you sick? Let him call for the elders of the church, and let them pray over him, anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord. 15 And the prayer of faith will save the sick, and the Lord will raise him up. And if he has committed sins, he will be forgiven. 

The oil (which represents the Holy Spirit) does not bring healing; it is the prayer of the faith that does.  

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

    d.  Confession of sins to one another.
· James 5:16 (NKJV)  16 Confess your trespasses to one another, and pray for one another, that you may be healed. The effective, fervent prayer of a righteous man avails much. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

    e.  The gifts of healing
· 1 Corinthians 12:9–10 (NKJV) 9 to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healings by the same Spirit, 10 to another the working of miracles, to another prophecy, to another discerning of spirits, to another different kinds of tongues, to another the interpretation of tongues. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4.  14 Reasons Why We Should Pray for the Sick.
1) One of the covenant names of God is Yahweh Rophe – “I am the God who heals you.” (Exodus 15:26)

2) Sickness is the work of the devil (Luke 13:6, Acts 10:38) – Jesus came to destroy the works of Satan.  (1 John 3:8)

3) Sickness causes sorrow – God wants to give us joy.  (John 15:11)
a. John 15:11 (NKJV) 11 “These things I have spoken to you, that My joy may remain in you, and that your joy may be full. 

4) Sickness stops us from having abundant life – God wants us to have abundant life.  (John 10:10)

5) Sickness takes away our peace – God wants us to have peace.  (John 15:11)

6) Sickness takes our resourses (time, money, energies) – God wants to increase our resources.  (3 John 2)
a. 3 John 2 (NKJV) 2 Beloved, I pray that you may prosper in all things and be in health, just as your soul prospers. 

7) Sickness saps our strength and hinders our effectiveness – God wants to renew our strength and increase our effectiveness.  (Isaiah 40:31)
a. Isaiah 40:31 (NKJV) 31But those who wait on the Lord Shall renew their strength; They shall mount up with wings like eagles, They shall run and not be weary, They shall walk and not faint. 

8) Sickness is a curse – God wants to bless us  (Deuteronomy 18:1-14)

9) Sickness is degenerative and destructive – God wants to regenerate, restore, and recreate goodness in our lives.  (Joel 2:25)

10) Sickness is bondage  (Luke 13:6) – Jesus came to loose the captives and set them free from bondage.

11) Sickness is oppression (Acts 10:38) – Jesus was anointed to heal the oppressed.

12) Jesus called healing “the children’s bread” (Mark 7:27).  Because I am a child of God, healing is rightfully mine.

13) Jesus gave every believer authority to lay hands on the sick and see them recover (Mark 16:18).  This means “I have been commissioned by Jesus to pray for the sick.

14) Jesus healed all the people who came to Him of all manner of sickness (Matthew 8:16-17, 9:35-36; 12:15; 14:14; 19:2).  No where do we see Jesus giving people the impression that it wasn’t God’s will to heal them.

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

5.  Should We Seek the Help of Doctors?
Physicians through their skills, have brought help to many.  It is true that the Lord is the Great Physician.   It is also true that King Asa was condemned because “in his disease he sought not to the Lord, but to the physicians” (2 Chronicles 16:12).  But in an earlier incident Asa had sought help from Syria in an act of unbelief and disobedience when he refused to rely on the Lord.  (2 Chronicles 16:7).  The emphasis here is not that he sought the help of physicians but rather that he refused to seek and obey God.  (Luke 17:14)

It is evident that the physician had an honorable place in Israel (Jeremiah 8:22).  Jesus also presented the medicinal use of oil and wine by the Good Samaritan in a favorable light (Luke 10:34) and he recognized that human diagnosticians have a valid place when He sent the ten lepers back to show themselves to the priests.  (Luke 17:14)  


The woman with the issue of blood had been to many doctors and has spent all her money trying to find a cure yet she only grew worse (Mark 5:26)  Jesus didn’t condemn her for seeking medical care, instead he commended her for her faith in Him.    Today, God still performs miracles of healing when there is no medical cure for a disease.

Conclusion

The scripture tell us that we are to pray for the sick.  Divine Healing is part of our Pentecostal heritage and a teaching that should never be watered down.  We recognize that we do not understand all that pertains to divine healing.   We do not understand why some people are healed and some are not.  The scriptures make it clear however, that God wants us to preach the Gospel, pray for the sick and expect signs and miracles to follow as a sign to the world that Jesus is still alive and is the same yesterday, today and forever.  (Hebrews 13:8)

· Hebrews 13:8 (NKJV) 8 Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today, and forever. 

WE BELIEVE that divine healing for the body, soul and spirit, as with all redemptive blessings of God, has been provided for us by the atoning death and victorious resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ.  It is the privilege of all believers and is appropriated by faith in our heavenly Father’s unfailing promises.  Thus, in accordance with the teachings of the scriptures, we trust our Heavenly Father to protect and heal our bodies from sickness and disease.  


SCRIPTURAL REFERENCES:  Exodus 15:26; Isaiah 53:26; Isaiah 53:4-5; Matthew 8:16-17; 1 Peter 2:24; Psalm 103:3; James 5:14-16; mark 16:17-18
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