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Faith Ministry Training Institute


REDEMPTIVE  TRUTH:  Lesson One


Our Covenant With God

I.
What is a covenant?

A.
Definitions:

1.
Webster’s New World Dictionary - “a binding and solemn agreement made by two or more individuals, parties, etc. to do or keep from doing a specified thing; compact.”

2.
Strong’s Concordance - O.T. -1285  beriyth (ber‑eeth');   from 1262 (in the sense of cutting [like 1254]); a compact (because made by passing between pieces of flesh): ‑confederacy, [con‑] feder [‑ate], covenant, league.                                           Note the references to cutting.  This is part of the very nature of the word.
3.
Strong’s Concordance - N.T. - 1242  diatheke (dee‑ath‑ay'‑kay); from 1303; properly, a disposition, i.e. (specially) a contract (especially a devisory will):  KJV‑‑ covenant, testament.                                                      Note the use of the term as the last wishes of one who dies as to the disposition of the estate. 

4.
COVENANT - An agreement between two people or two groups that involves promises on the part of each to the other.   The concept of covenant between God and His people is one of the most important theological truths of the Bible.  (from Nelson's Illustrated Bible Dictionary)  (Copyright (C) 1986, Thomas Nelson Publishers)

5.
A covenant is a binding agreement between two parties with exacting requirements and penalties for default.    It is generally ratified by a blood oath.

B.
Characteristics of a covenant

1.
Established between two individuals.    These persons may serve as representatives of tribes, groups or nations.    They have the authority to do business for the group.    They are sometimes referred to as the “federal head”.    Those in the group are then part of the covenant “in” the head.

2.
A statement or proclamation of conditions- blessings of conformity, and cursings of non-compliance.

3.
A real or ceremonial bloodletting signifying the exchange of life force.    This may be wrought by the killing of a representative sacrifice known as a testator.

4.
Any of a number of ritual exchanges signifying the one-ness of the parties.    The idea is that the two lives are now one.    For example:

a.
Cutting flesh and holding wounds together.

b.
Cutting flesh and dripping blood in a ceremonial cup to be shared.

c.
Exchange of weaponry or clothing.

d.
An exchange of treasured items as surety for the covenant, a symbol of the seriousness and intimacy of the new relationship.

e.
Sharing in a covenant meal.

f.
Establishing a token or symbol of the covenant: a pile of rocks, a ring, etc.

C.
Covenant terms and practices are reflected in many modern customs.    EXAMPLE:  Treaties between nations, marriage ceremony, etc.  

1.
HOMEWORK - Name at least two more:

II.
Examples of covenant in the Bible.

A.
David and Jonathan       1 Samuel 18:1-4

B.
God and Adam      Genesis 3:14-24                                            God promised a Messiah to bruise the serpent’s head and clothed Adam in skins  - blood was shed.

C.
God and Noah       Genesis 8:20 - 9:17                                         The rainbow is the token of the covenant promise that nature’s judgment will be restrained. 

D.
God and Abraham      Genesis 15                                                   A covenant of blood promising to make a nation out of which covenant blessing will come to the world.   The geographic promises of this agreement are yet to be fulfilled to the nation of Israel.     The Mosaic covenant, or the law of Moses, is an addition to the covenant with Abraham.                                            NOTICE:     Galatians 3:16-19

E.
God and David       2 Samuel 7:14-16                                            A promise of an everlasting kingdom from the lineage of David.       See Luke 1:32  and  Acts 2:29-30

III.
Our Covenant with God

A.
Jesus Christ established a New Covenant for mankind by the shedding of His own blood.       Luke 22:20  

1.
His blood is representative of His life given for us.                 Leviticus 17:11

2.
His blood testifies before the throne of God that the work of redemption is complete.       Hebrews 9:11-15

3.
When we partake of the Lord’s table, we are remembering or calling back into our minds the reality of the covenant in His blood.    This is an important Biblical principle.                     Psalm 103:1-5

4.
This is our covenant meal which we may partake of at any time.

B.
The New Covenant is established between God and Jesus.    Jesus is our representative head.    We are part of the covenant “in Him”. 2 Corinthians 5:17          Galatians 3:26-29

C.
Jesus Christ is the representative sacrifice of the New Covenant.    Hebrews 9:16-22

1.
Notice the play on words.     He is the sacrifice which ratifies the covenant through shedding of blood, and He is also the one who died, leaving His last will and testament to us, His heirs.     He is the only man ever to be the living executor of His own will.

2.
Note the word “testament” is the same as covenant.

D.
Hebrews 7:22       Jesus Christ, alive and at the right hand of the Father to make intercession for us, is the surety or guarantee of the New Testament.

E.
He has given us the Spirit as the token, or guarantee, of our Covenant.      Ephesians 1:13-14

F.
The New Covenant is inscribed, not on stone, but on our hearts.     Hebrews 8:7-13

G.
We have exchanged garments.       2 Corinthians 5:21                     Isaiah 61:10           Romans 3:22

H.
Hebrews 8:6       Our Covenant is better than the previous one because it is established on better promises.     Our job as believers is to find what is ours in the agreement we have with God. 

Key Concepts





Define the term “covenant.”


Know general characteristics of a covenant.


Give examples of covenant traditions reflected in modern life.


Give examples of covenant from the Bible.


Know scriptures that tell us about our New Covenant in Jesus Christ.


Know what it means to be “in Christ.”








