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As we approach the Christmas
season we are excited to engage
in a church-wide Advent theme
called Peace on Earth! There are
so many great elements to this,
and I hope that you and your family are blessed by them. To be sure,
all of these elements of our Peace
on Earth series are meant to bless
you and your family and help you
lean into the Peace that Jesus so
desperately wants to offer you.
That being said, as we long for
and pray for the Peace of Christ,
there is a role that each of us can
play as well. If you are anything
like me, you don’t have to try too
hard to think of a name of someone that is struggling right now.
Maybe they are struggling with
their health, or maybe the domino effect of all the other things
that this year has brought has just
been more than they could handle. I know that for me, as I think
of these names that come to my
mind, I can feel helpless. Certainly,
I pray for them - and that is absolutely our first mandate as believers. However, at First Presbyterian
we want to encourage each other
to take a step further. One of the
elements of the Peace on Earth
series is “SHARE PEACE”. We want
to invite you and challenge you to
participate in sharing peace this
Advent season. With regards to
our Advent series, you can do that
in a couple of ways, and we hope
that you will pray and ask Jesus to
reveal which way he intends for
you to choose.
As you know we have a couple
of community partners here at
FPCE that we stay closely con-

nected with and intentionally make
sure that they have what they need
throughout the year. Those community partners are Central Middle
School and César Chávez Elementary. In October we launched a food
pantry at César Chávez Elementary School for them to use as they
needed for families that could use
some help with groceries. We will
continue to stock that food pantry
for the next couple of months as
we work to bring more community
partners alongside that effort. You
can contribute to that food pantry
by bringing non-perishable items
to FPCE throughout the Advent season or with you to our Christmas
worship night on December 11th.
We are also providing a breakfast
for the teachers of Central Middle
School on December 16th as a way
of encouraging them and saying
“Thank you” for the work they have
done this year. If you would like to
participate in that breakfast, please
contact Sharon Boecking at sboecking@fpcedmond.org.
Finally, I want to raise the challenge
level just a little bit. I want you to
think back on the names that may
have come to your mind when I
mentioned people who are struggling. As part of our Peace on Earth
series we want to encourage one
another to really take our role as a
“person of peace” seriously. Here is
how you can do that:
We are assembling a team to create
“Christmas peace baskets.” These
baskets will be available throughout the Christmas season for you to
pick up here at FPCE and drop off
at someone’s house that you know

could just simply use a little encouragement. If you would like to
participate in this, we have three
ways you can do that. First, you
can drop off a basket full of items
that you have already assembled
and that you think might encourage and make someone smile here
at the church; we will add that
basket to our collection and make
sure it arrives at someone’s door.
Second, you can simply drop individual items off that we could add
to a basket (candle, DVD, gift card,
etc), and we will use those items
to create and pack baskets. Third,
you can be on the team that is going to assemble all the baskets together and make them available
for people to pick up and drop off
at someone’s home. Again, here is
the idea: that we gather together
as many baskets of peace as possible, and then we collectively
distribute those baskets of peace
to our friends and neighbors
who could use a little encouragement. One question you may be
asking - “can I just create a basket
and drop it off to someone on my
own?” - YES! There are no rules
here! We want to create as many
avenues for loving and caring for
people as possible. Here’s the best
part - you may make a basket and
deliver it…. But you may get one
too! Someone may want to make
sure you know you are loved and
cared for, so don’t be surprised if
one shows up at your own door!
Together, we are loving our neighbors and being a light to the Edmond community. Let’s be people
of peace to one another!

On December 11th FPCE Family
Ministries will be handing out Takeout Boxes that will include a birthday cake recipe, candle, sprinkles,
monthly Bible study and invitation
to join us on Christmas Eve. If you are
not able to join us that night for the
Find Peace Christmas Night of Worship, email djones@fpcedmond.org
and our staff would love to deliver
one to your home.

At FPCE, we continually strive to SEEK
PEACE through Jesus’ example. Online is our FREE Advent Devotional to
help you focus your attention on the
peace that comes from Christ alone.
These are short devotionals written
just for you by people of our community who share their personal experiences seeking – and finding – God’s
peace in difficult times. We invite you
to take time each day during this
Advent season to spend some quiet
time reflecting on God’s peace as you
read through the devotion. Additionally, each day provides ways to share
peace with your family! There is a
suggested activity for families in the
Family Corner at the bottom of each
page. These are activities that can be
done with kids of all ages and parents
of all stages of life, designed to promote peace in your home!

Check out the FPCE Kids Facebook
page every Wednesday for our Online Experience! Your kids love the So
& So Show. Check it out with them! A
new episode will post each Wednesday at 6pm.

Christmas Breakfast for C.M.S.
FPCE has an opportunity to bless
Central Middle School’s Staff by serving them breakfast on Wednesday,
December 16. Our goal is to shower them with the love of Christ and
Christmas cheer! We will provide egg
casseroles, fruit, and muffins for 100
teachers and support staff. Please
contact sboecking@fpcedmond.org
or 341-3602 to help.

FIND PEACE is our Christmas Night
of Worship that’s happening on Friday, December 11th. We’ll have an
indoor, as well as an outdoor option for attending, and there will be
hot cocoa, Christmas carols, special
music, and even dessert! At 5:30pm,
we’ll have a time of fellowship with
hot cocoa available outside. Don’t
forget to bring your lawn chairs! This
is a great opportunity to invite your
friends and neighbors! Our pre-service show will begin at 6:45pm and
service will begin at 7:00pm. After
the service, we’ll have more time for
fellowship with a dessert truck in
the front parking lot and time for socially-distanced fellowship with our
neighbors.

We invite you to RECEIVE PEACE at
our Christmas Eve services, taking
place both live and online at 4:00pm
and 6:00pm on Thursday, December 24th. For those staying safe at
home this Christmas, you can reserve
a Christmas Eve box for your family
and then tune in to watch the Christmas Eve service – our prayer is that
all of this is a gift for you. Just contact
the church at 405.340.3602 to reserve
your Christmas Eve box, or email your
request to Chelsea Smith at csmith@
fpcedmond.org. We want you to experience the Peace that Jesus brings!

TIP OF TH E M O NT H:

Reach out to a friend that you haven’t spoken with in a while and invite them to
check out our Christmas4Edmond.com website or join you online for worship!

FIRST, BY THE NUMBERS
• Month of October:
• YouTube: 198 Views		

• Web/App Views: 470 Views

• Facebook: 136 Views

• Month of November:
• YouTube: 326 Views		

• Web/App Views: 361 Views

• Facebook: 247 Views

• 800 pounds of food items donated to César Chávez in the month of October
• Over 500 pounds of food items donated to César Chávez in the month of November

MINISTRY HIGHLIGHT
Peace on Earth
By: Kyle Own, Director of Music &
Worship Arts

The season of Christmas is upon
us! This much-awaited time has
been even more anticipated this
year as the world around us has
been incredibly unpredictable
in so many ways. Our hope – in
the year 2020 and always – lies
in the arrival of our Savior, Jesus
Christ. This miraculous event
is the very reason we celebrate
Christmas.
This fall at First Pres our sermon series, “Life on the Rock,”
has focused on building our
lives upon the rock. Based on
Jesus’ teachings in the Sermon
on the Mount, we have centered ourselves in God’s word.
Jesus shook the world when he
preached those words, and they
still shake us today. Everything
about Jesus is counter-cultural,
even today! Frankly, peace itself
is counter-cultural. Humans are
a mess, and our very nature is
prone to chaos and destruction.
It doesn’t take us too long to discover that wholeness and satisfaction is elusive on our own,
though some of us strive and

strive to achieve or
attain or secure whatever earthly treasures
we think will bring us
wholeness, satisfaction, and peace. Our
only hope for peace
of any kind in this life
is found in Jesus.
Sent as a baby to live
among us as a man,
Jesus lived out the
example of how God
wants us to live. He
was a person of peace to everyone
He encountered, though not everyone accepted His invitation to be in
relationship with Him. Judging not,
He dined with sinners; Sinning not,
He faced temptation and rejected
it. Jesus gave Himself as a living sacrifice for our sins so that we can be
joined in relationship with the Father. This is our only chance at finding peace this side of Heaven.
We hope that you will join us in our
continued journey for seeking the
peace that Christ alone brings as we
usher in the season of Advent. The
staff at First Pres has some new and
creative ways for you to begin to
prepare your hearts for the coming
of Jesus and the celebration of His
birth. In this edition of the First Look,

you will find details about all the
ways you can participate in our
Christmas at FPCE. Our hope, too,
is that you will feel led to reach
out to a friend or neighbor and
share opportunities for them to
find peace as well. The Christmas4Edmond.com website is a great
resource for passing along digitally or posting on your social media.
We will continue to give tips on
how to reach out to friends and
neighbors to share peace during
this time of social distancing.
When we model after Jesus, we
extend ourselves in service and
in love to those around us. This is
how we, as Christians, can bring
peace on Earth this Christmas and
until Christ comes again!

