
October 21, 2021 

Dear friends,

Let me begin by saying “Thank you” for your amazing generosity this 

year.  God is good and He has used you to provide financially for First 
Pres in an amazing way.  Thank you for being faithful and for your 
generous hearts.

We are entering our Annual Stewardship Campaign and our theme 

is “Blessed to be a Blessing.”  The theme is taken from the Lord’s covenant promise to Abraham when He placed a stag-
gering, purpose-filled call on his life and promised His faithfulness to him in living it out:  “And I will make of you a 
great nation, and I will bless you and make your name great, so that you will be a blessing.”   (Genesis 12:2).  God 
blessed Abraham and his family not for his own sake, but God blessed him so that all the families of the earth might be 
blessed through him.

In a few days you will be receiving your annual stewardship packet.  In that packet there will be some information about 
how Jesus has blessed us in 2021 and how we are anticipating Him to work in 2022.  There will also be an estimate of 
giving card and information on other ways to give.  You are welcome to give your estimate anytime, but we are building 
toward what we are calling our “Sunday of Thanks” on November 21.

At First Pres we seek to be a blessing not only to you but well beyond our walls.  That is the meaning of our vision, “New 
life, through Jesus, for Edmond and the world.”  We have seen that vision lived out this year in so many ways.   As we have 
worked hopefully toward what Jesus has for us amid the pandemic and cultural change, we have seen some amazing 
fruit.  Our relationships with our community partners like Cesar Chavez and Central Middle continue to strengthen and 
grow.  We have taken on new mission partners in 2021 like Hope Force, who does Christ-centered disaster relief and 
Bob and Pam Rognlien who are training pastors in the Middle East.   We’ve seen the growth of our ministry for Emerging 
Generations.  We also sent about 75 youth and leaders to Orange Beach, Alabama for camp.    New Life Weekend was 
a huge success that over 200 of you took part in. Hundreds of you participated in micro-groups and leaned into daily 
Lenten devotionals.    Our livestreaming of worship continues to grow and spread and is having an impact around the 
country.   We’ve seen the strong return of traditional ministries and events like Vacation Bible School and Sunday School 
and our Wednesday Night Gathering.  We have also seen a great many new faces in 2021, new individuals, and families 
joining us as well as new, dynamic members of our staff in some key positions.      

Your faithful generosity with your finances helps make all this possible.  You are using Jesus’ blessings in your life to be a 
blessing to others.  Scripture promises God’s faithfulness to us when we are generous with what He has given.  Malachi 
3:10-11 is just one place God makes this promise:

Bring the full tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in my house. And thereby put me to the test, says 
the Lord of hosts, if I will not open the windows of heaven for you and pour down for you a blessing until there is 
no more need. I will rebuke the devourer for you, so that it will not destroy the fruits of your soil, and your vine in 
the field shall not fail to bear, says the Lord of hosts.

God is so good and generous with us.  We cannot outgive our Heavenly Father.

Again, I am so grateful for all of you and thankful to serve as your Lead Pastor.  Thank you for your continued support in 
every way.

In Jesus,

 

Rev. Eric Laverentz, D. Min.

Lead Pastor

P.S.  We are sending this e-mail to our widest list of covenant partners and friends. If you do not wish to receive mail like this or you desire a 
pastor or other lead to contact you, please let the Church office know.


