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Family Worship Guide

Sunday, April 5, 2020 (Palm Sunday)

Read: Matthew 21:1-11

Prayer time: Thank God that Jesus was victorious from the beginning. Pray that God would draw you closer to
Him during the week. Pray that God would you give you His peace during this crisis of COVID-19.

It was  jubilant time. Great celebrations. Non-stop parties. Family. Friends. Family reunion to end all family
reunions. The intensity was never this strong. Something was definitely different this year.  This time Jesus was
physically present. The stories and rumors of a coming Messiah was at a fever pitch. Most of the Jews were
extremely tired of seeing and hearing the Roman soldiers. The mere presence of the outsiders often rekindled
their dislike, some hatred, of the foreigners. Relief was needed. Relief was desired. Relief was on the way.

The crowds welcomed Jesus on the way to Jerusalem with palms and branches as one would a king.  But this
king was riding on a donkey.  Anybody could have said, “That’s no king or anybody of any consequence, riding
on a donkey like that with a bunch of screaming kids following him.”  Actually, the Master was making his way
to Jerusalem, where he would soon suffer and die on the cross.  He was fulfilling his role as the Lamb of God
who takes away the sins of the world, as John the Baptist had proclaimed.  God, in his love for humanity – in his
love for you and me – provided us with a lamb.  This had been foreshadowed in the story of Abraham, who had
been told by God to sacrifice his only son.  Isaac was the son of promise and Abraham had the faith to believe
that God himself would provide the lamb for the sacrifice; and indeed God did provide a ram in the thicket as a
sacrifice that day.  And now here was the Lamb of God provided by the Father, not a ram in the thicket, not a
sacrifice that would have to be offered again and again, but as a sacrifice once and for all, paying the debt that
you and I owed, carrying every sin that we would ever commit.

But God didn’t just provide us with a lamb.  He knew that we also needed a king to rule over us, and that’s the
significance of the palms and the cries of “Hosanna” with which the people and the children greeted him.  You
may say, “I don’t want to be ruled by anyone.”  You don’t realize that you already are controlled by someone or
something.  That’s because everyone is ruled by something.  For some it may be a habit or hatred or jealousy
or prejudice or a bad temper or unforgiveness.  Jesus came not only to take care of our past sins, but to be lord
and king over us, enabling us to live an abundant life worthy of the gospel of Jesus Christ.  Some may want him
as a sacrifice for their sins, but then they want to live any way they want; they want to rule over their own lives. 
It doesn’t work that way.  He has to be not only Lamb, but King and Lord of all.

Application:
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Today, as we approach Palm Sunday, what is Jesus asking from you? What does He need from you, to fulfil
some part of His great plan in this broken world; in this prophetic age we are living in? Is it a gifting, a special
talent, your time, your career, maybe part of your finances? Does He need your knowledge, your wisdom or
your work experience? Whatever He needs, as He speaks to you, do not hold it back, but release it freely, just
like the village folk released the colt. If   ‘The Lord needs it’,  and you release it, He will do amazing things
through what you offer Him! 

I remember reading Pastor David Wilkerson’s powerful book ‘The Cross and the Switchblade’. In it, Pastor
Wilkerson shares about how, on a conviction from God, he took a decision to give up his time of relaxation in
the evening so that he could use that time to seek God’s face in a deeper way. As he kept honoring that
commitment to God, one night God spoke to him about ministering to street gangs. The rest is history, as that
was the moment when the worldwide ministry of Teen Challenge was birthed!! It all happened because he
responded to what God needed from him. 

You can put any text here
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Monday, April 6, 2020
Read: Matthew 21:12-13
Prayer time: ask that God would your house and church a "house of prayer" - ask that God would draw you
closer to Him during this week - ask God to show you how to be a blessing this week in light of COVID-19.

Jesus entered the temple and was angered that His Father’s house was being made into a “den of robbers.”
Jesus was angry when He saw that the temple in Jerusalem was being used for monetary gain instead of
being a house of prayer. He overturned the tables and drove out the money changers. He declared that His
Father’s house would be a house of prayer.   

As we prepare to receive the King of Kings, Jesus Christ, we must be willing to drive out or let go of those
things (sins) that separate us from Him. He offers us forgiveness for our sins, and when we receive Him, we
receive a new, cleansed life. Daily, we must remember to drive out those things that cause us to stumble, those
sins that ensnare us. As believers we are the temple of the Holy Spirit (I Corinthians 6:9), and our spiritual
temple needs to be kept clean. Sometimes our spiritual house gets filled up with the clutter of sin. Things like
lying, gossip, love of money, or anger can all clutter our temple. Jesus was angry that God’s house, intended to
be used for worship, was being used for selfish gain.   

God is calling believers to do a house inspection. He desires that our lives be centered on worshipping Him.
Anything that blocks our worship must be removed. Invite the Holy Spirit to examine your heart, confess sin,
and make room for the King of Kings: God is light; in him there is no darkness at all. If we claim to have
fellowship with him yet walk in the darkness, we lie and do not live by the truth. But if we walk in the light, we
have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus his Son, purifies us from all sin. (I John 1:5-7)

Application:
How awesome that in Christ we are made the dwelling place of God's Holy Spirit! Are we totally complicit with
His rigorous cleansing of His holy temple?
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Tuesday, April 7, 2020

You can put any text here
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Tuesday, April 7, 2020
Read: Matthew 22:1-4
Pray: ask God to give you eyes to see the lost and a heart to reach them - ask God to help you have
conversations with others about the true meaning of Easter.

Can you imagine being invited to a royal wedding? For most of us, our first response would be “But I have
nothing to wear!” Then we’d go to great lengths to prepare for the event, scouring all the best stores for the
most suitable gown or tuxedo, not to mention all the appropriate accessories!   

Well, the invitations have gone out, not for the wedding of the century, but for the wedding feast of the ages.
And you are invited! In the parable of the wedding feast, Jesus says that the King of kings has invited many to
come celebrate with Him, but some of them won’t come. So the King invites more to attend. Those who accept
the invitation must carefully choose what to wear. Would any store sell a dress fine enough? Would any tailor
sew an outfit appropriate for the great wedding feast of the Lamb? No, nothing we could find would be good
enough, so God Himself has provided a shining white robe for each of us to wear. 

That robe is the righteousness of Jesus Christ. It is the only proper outfit, and woe to the person who tries to get
into the banquet—heaven—without it. God will immediately spot those at the banquet who do not wear the
wedding garment. In the parable, the man without a wedding garment represents all those who have joined
the Church for reasons other than love for Christ. He represents all who profess what they do not possess.
Many people claim to be Christians, but they haven’t truly given their hearts to Jesus Christ. As the king in the
parable cast out the man without the wedding garment, so, too, will God cast from heaven those who do not
wear the robe of Christ’s righteousness.   

Don’t miss out on the wedding banquet. Dress for true success by taking Christ’s righteousness upon you.
Allow His grace to usher you in to the celebration of all time! "Morality may keep you out of jail, but it takes the
blood of Jesus Christ to keep you out of hell." —CHARLES SPURGEON

Application:
The most important thing in life is accepting God’s salvation invitation and then doing His will the rest of your
life. If you’ve done that, you’re on the right track and have a happy future indeed!
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Wednesday, April 8, 2020
Read: Matthew 26:6-16
Pray: ask God to help us love Jesus more than our possessions - ask God to help us follow Jesus even when
He's not working in the way we desire - ask God to help you have discussions about peace in the midst of
COVID-19 to help others discover the Prince of Peace,

The anointing of the Jesus brings out an important contrast, a contrast of the insight and devotion of Mary, and
the indifference and deadened responses of the disciples. The “alabaster vial” refers to a cruise or flask made
of white, semi-transparent stone which was used as a container for precious perfumes and ointments. It was
full of “very costly perfume of pure nard.” 

This was a highly perfumed ointment used for (1) cosmetic use for hot climates, (2) for anointing the dead for
burial, (3) for ritual uses for anointing priests and kings, and (4) was considered a wonderful gift for a king
because of its value. “Nard,” which defines the kind of ointment in the vial, was a plant found in the Himalayan
Mountains. It was hard to get and very expensive. According to verse 5, it was worth 300 denarii and the daily
wage of the average working man was only one denarii. What she poured on the Lord Jesus was worth an
entire year’s wages! We read that “she broke the vial.” This may refer to the small neck of the vial which she
broke that she might pour it freely. “The breaking of the flask was perhaps an expression of the whole-
heartedness of her devotion. 

Having served its purpose, it would never be used again” (Cranfield, p. 415). She then “poured it over His head.”
John 12 adds that she anointed His feet and wiped His feet with her hair.” Her actions obviously demonstrated
her deep devotion and love for the Savior, but it also demonstrated her keen insight into His true identity and
purpose. This is made clear by Christ’s own interpretation of her actions. What did she understand that the
others had been insensitive and blind to? This act revealed she knew Christ as: 1. King: Such an extravagant gift
was only lavished on a king. This was very appropriate in view of the fact that on the next day He would
proclaim Himself the King of Israel through his triumphal entry into Jerusalem. 2. Priest: John 12:3 and Mark 14:8
define this as an anointing. 
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As priests were anointed, this is in keeping with the fact that Christ was a Royal Priest and was about to make
atonement for His people. 3. The Savior Who Must Die: As He had told the disciples that He must die, so He
must have also told her. While they were unable to grasp this, Mary did. She undoubtedly recognized her sin
and need of a suffering Savior and did this as an act of faith and devotion. She understood the reason for His
death (her sin), and the significance of His death (her salvation).   

Application:
Three very important lessons come out of this passage. (1) We can be close to the Word physically, involved in
religious activity and works, and still be far, far away spiritually. We can be in the church, but lost. We can be in
the Word, but indifferent and closed. (2) We are and do according to what we think and believe. People act out
of their true beliefs which are often subconscious. We often hold contradictory beliefs, but one set of those
beliefs will dominate the other. (3) Who is Christ to me?

This will determine my world view. This will help shape my life.   This will guide my thoughts, habits, desires,
and decisions.  Choose Christ over the common.  Choose Christ for salvation.

You can put any text here

Page 8
Family Worship Guide

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r5L6QlAH3L4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3ENz8bk4H90%20(Shout%20Hosanna)


Family Worship Guide

Thursday, April 9, 2020
Read: Matthew 26:26-56
Pray: give thanks to God that every detail of His plan for Jesus' life and death was perfect - confess to God any
struggles you have had in denying who Jesus is to others or in your heart and mind - offer your words of
encouragement to others in this time of crisis, help others catch a glimpse of Christ at work in your life.

I remember a store called Things Remembered, which offers items that can be engraved to commemorate
special occasions. Many people give engraved items in honor of a special day or shared moment. If you have
received such a gift, you know what a treasure it can become. People like to remember happy times and
significant events. Memories are precious; they keep us connected to people, places, and events that have
shaped us and influenced our lives. We may wish we could forget some things, but even life's unpleasantries
can offer lasting lessons learned through adversity.   

At the Last Supper Jesus shared a meal with His disciples and then led them in the ancient observance of the
Feast of Unleavened Bread, or Passover. Jesus, the Master Teacher, used this opportunity to plant an important
memory in His disciples gathered in that upper room. Jesus shared this meal for their benefit and for ours. As
Jesus raised the bread and the cup in thanksgiving, He added new significance to this ancient ritual. Luke 22
records that Jesus told His disciples to observe the Passover "in remembrance of me." Jesus took an old
symbol and filled it with new meaning. 

The meaning of Jesus' words and actions is rooted in His command to remember. As today's disciples, we
observe the Lord's Supper in remembrance of Christ. Some congregations refer to this ordinance as the
Memorial Supper to highlight the significance of Christ's atoning work on the cross and to call believers to
remember His sacrificial death. Others call it Communion to highlight the believer's intimacy with Christ.
Whatever we call this observance, one thing is clear: It is a time to remember.

Application: 
The author of Hebrews wrote, “We have become partakers of Christ” (Hebrews 3:14, NASB). One of the greatest
truths of the New Testament is that Jesus lives inside of everyone who truly believes in Him. Now Christ in us
wants to live through us. Our job is to allow Him to do just that. 
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Friday, April 10, 2020
Read: Matthew 27:1-2, 45-54
Pray: give thanks to God that He works through things that may seem terrible - ask God to help you remember
how brutal the death of Jesus was, and that suffering brought about freedom and life for all believers.

Because the process of crucifixion is foreign to our experience, it is easy to overlook just how terribly painful
this method of death was. It could take days for the crucified person to die from a combination of asphyxiation
and exposure. People were hung on a cross in a position that forced them to use their arms to lift their body
weight in order to draw a breath, causing the nails driven through their wrists and feet to tear at their flesh. If
Rome wanted to prolong suffering, rope was used instead of nails to attach the person to the cross.   

God’s condemnation of our sin in the flesh of Jesus (Rom. 8:3) was signified by the physical pain our Lord
endured on the cross. At the same time the Romans were nailing Jesus to the cross, the Father was pouring His
wrath upon Christ. Yet we cannot limit Jesus’ experience of His Father’s wrath to bodily pain. Our Savior also
suffered spiritually as God punished the sin of His people in His Son, as Matthew 27:46 reveals. In fact, the
physical suffering of crucifixion was nothing compared to the God-forsakenness Jesus experienced. Reckoning
the sin of His children to Christ on the cross (2 Cor. 5:21), the Father cursed Jesus in our place (Gal. 3:10–14). After
centuries of passing over His people’s transgressions (Rom. 3:21–26), God satisfied His wrath, pouring upon
Jesus His unmitigated anger over the sins of His elect. In Jesus’ offering up of Himself as a substitute, the
Father lays upon Him all the curses of His covenant with Israel (Deut. 28:15–68; Isa. 53; Rom. 5:12–21). Our holy
Creator would compromise His character if He forgave us without removing our sin and demanding that the
curses of His covenant be fulfilled. His faithfulness to that covenant requires that we be punished for rejecting
Him (Prov. 16:5), but God condemned our sin in Christ, and therefore His pardon of us does not violate His
faithfulness. 

John Calvin writes, “In order that Christ might satisfy for us, it was necessary that he should be placed as a
guilty person at the judgment seat of God.” Furthermore, Calvin also reminds us, “nothing is more dreadful than
to feel that God, whose wrath is worse than all deaths, is the Judge.” In His marvelous grace, Jesus, not we His
family, bore the wrath of God for us.   
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The darkness over the land in the three hours before Jesus dies (Matt. 27:45) is a sign of God’s anger at those
who kill His Son as well as the curse upon humanity. “The darkness [cries] out against the blackness of our sin
and [testifies] to the tremendous cost to God of our redemption” (James Boice, The Gospel According to
Matthew, vol. 2, p. 623). Let us never take for granted the high price of the curse Jesus took in our place.

Application:
Take a moment and give thanks to God for the precious blood of Christ. Are you redeemed?   Are you "born
again" through Christ?  As you reflect on second chances, do you know Christ as your Savior? If not, then why? 
Why have chosen to ignore the voice of God?  It's so simple to know what to do.

You can put any text here

Page 12
Family Worship Guide

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4_2Ri6k_N74
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3ENz8bk4H90%20(Shout%20Hosanna)


Family Worship Guide

Saturday, April 11, 2020
Read: Matthew 27:62-66
Pray: ask God to help you become more thankful for the death of Jesus - ask God to help you be more aware
of why Jesus had to die - ask God to help you reach out to someone today through email, text, phone call and
convey appreciation/love/support/care for them.

If we had any doubt that Pilate had Jesus executed to prevent a riot, rather than because Christ was guilty of
attempting to overthrow Rome (Matt. 27:11–26), the circumstances of our Lord’s burial prove that the governor
believed Jesus was innocent as charged. Most crucified victims in ancient Rome were left on the cross even
after they were dead, and the elements and the animals took care of the mess that was left. It was not unusual,
however, for Roman authorities to grant the body of a crucified person to his friends or family, provided he was
not guilty of high treason. Pilate evidently did not think Jesus was guilty, otherwise he would not have given
Christ’s body to Joseph of Arimathea (vv. 57–60).   

Like many other first-century Jews, Jesus was buried outside the city in a cave hewn in a limestone hill. The
“great stone” (v. 60) that sealed His grave site was set on an incline in a channel cut in the rock, making it easier
to cover the tomb by rolling the stone downhill. It took several men to roll the stone back up the incline, which
discouraged grave robbers and wild animals from trying to enter the tomb. This refutes any theory that Jesus
swooned, and, not having died, regained consciousness and rolled the stone away Himself. Other details that
corroborate the historicity of the resurrection are the seal and contingent of soldiers placed at the entrance to
the tomb (vv. 62–66). The seal was a soft, plyable substance, probably clay, that was imprinted with the Roman
imperial seal and attached to the stone with a rope. Breaking the seal would incur the Empire’s wrath — if
someone could get past the guards.   

The heavy stone should have been good enough for the religious authorities, but their paranoia that a story
might circulate about a resurrected Jesus prompted them to seal His grave. They took these extra measures to
prevent the theft of Jesus’ body, so fearful were they of losing their esteem. Yet ironically, we find proof of
Christ’s resurrection in that their deeds were overcome. The timid disciples surely could not have broken
through the guards and seal. Jerome aptly writes, “The greater their precautionary care, the more fully is
revealed the power of the resurrection” (Commentary on Matthew, 4.27.64).   

Application:
The death and resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ is not a myth invented by His disciples. He really died and
He really rose again. There are many plausible arguments for the resurrection of Jesus, and many Christian
apologists have put together helpful presentations of these details. This week, try to find a good resource on
the evidence for the resurrection and arm yourself to defend its historicity should an opportunity ever present
itself.
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Sunday, April 12, 2020
Read: Matthew 28:1-8
Pray: give thanks to God for the empty tomb and the truth that Jesus defeated sin, death, and the grave - ask
God to help you remember this great truth of God's salvation is available for all: your family, friends, and
neighbors, and your co-workers.

But he said to them, “Do not be alarmed. You seek Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified. He is risen! He is not
here. See the place where they laid Him. But go, tell His disciples—and Peter—that He is going before you into
Galilee; there you will see Him, as He said to you.” - (Mark 16:6–7) 

Do you need a second chance today? On the first Easter morning, Peter needed one. There in the Upper Room,
he had insisted that he would never deny Christ. But just as Jesus had predicted, Peter not only denied the
Lord, but he denied Him three times. The last glimpse Peter had of Jesus before His crucifixion was in the glow
of the fire in the high priest’s courtyard, where he actually made eye contact with Jesus. And then he went out
and wept bitterly. What kind of look do you think Jesus gave Peter when their eyes met? Do you think it was
one of those I-told-you-so looks? Do you think it was one of scorn, as if to say, “How could you betray Me?” I
don’t think it was either one. I think it was a look of love, a look of compassion that said, “I still love you, Peter.”
And I believe that is why Peter went out and wept bitterly. 

He had failed the Lord so miserably. He probably thought there was no hope for him. But then a message went
out from the empty tomb that Jesus had risen, followed by these instructions, “Go, tell His disciples—and Peter.
. . ” It was not, “Go tell the disciples, including Peter, James, and John. . .” It was just Peter, because Peter
needed a special word of encouragement. Do you need encouragement today? Maybe you have fallen short.
You didn’t plan on it, but it happened. And like Peter, maybe you ended up with the wrong people in the wrong
place at the wrong time, ultimately doing the wrong thing. God gave Peter a second chance. And He will give
you one, too—because Easter is for the person who needs a second chance. 
Summary sentence: Do you need a second chance? Easter is for you!

Are you in need of a second chance? Are you in need of a mulligan?  Are in need of do-over?  Now, more than
ever, God had met your need of salvation. Beginning in the garden, God sought to bring a Savior for all who
would be willing to believe. Do you believe?   Christ accomplished forgiveness for all. Christ brought you
another chance to live again. Another opportunity to get things straight. However, you must be willing to
accept the great gift of salvation. Will take a moment and trust Christ as your Savior?
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