Indoor meals, meetings, and activities cancelled due to Covid-19 virus
December 6 - Sunday School drive up service, 12:15 pm
December 13 - Sunday School drive up service, 12:15 pm
December 20 - Sunday School drive up service, 12:15 pm
December 20 - Deacons Meeting, conference call, 12:15 pm
December 24 - Outdoor Christmas Eve Communion Service, 5:00 pm
December 25 - Christmas Day
December 27 - Sunday School drive up service, 12:15 pm

12/8 Charles and Elaine Alexander - 2 yrs
12/9 Hayden and Kakki Schertzer - 3 yrs
12/24 Hunter and Laurene Ennis - 70 yrs
12/24 Clay and Melissa Ewing - 25 yrs

The church office will
be closed on
Thursday, December
24th and Friday,
December 25th.

Christmas Eve
Communion Service
Please join us as we usher in the birth of
Christ with an
Outdoor Communion
Service on Thursday,
December 24th at 5 pm.

RADIO SPONSORS: If you can’t be present in the sanctuary for the worship service, listen to the broadcast on
WJSG, G-104 on your FM dial. The following area businesses sponsor the broadcast:
Jenkins Automotive and Industrial Supply, Medical Center Pharmacy and Carter Funeral Home.
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Resource Recording Team (cancelled)
Monday, Dec 7, 2020
Bonnie Barnes, Joanne Cadieu
Monday, Dec 14, 2020
Mary Joyner, Judy McEn+re
Monday, Dec 21, 2020
Charles Harrill, J.C. Lamm, Bill Featherston
Monday, Dec 28, 2020
Sally Pierce, Beverly Carnes

A endance Report
Sunday, Nov 1, 2020
Sunday, Nov 8, 2020
Sunday School - Canc
Sunday School - Canc
Worship Service – Radio Worship Service - Radio
Sunday, Nov 15, 2020
Sunday, Nov 22, 2020
Sunday School - Canc
Sunday School - Canc
Worship Service - Radio Worship Service - Radio
Sunday, Nov 29, 2020
Sunday School - Canc
Worship Service - Radio

Sunday, Dec 6, 2020 (cancelled)
Nursery: Cynthia Morris
2’s & 3s: Angela Cockerton/Leah Melvin
Children’s Church: TBA
Church Security: Jason Coen
Greeters: Janice Coen/Mary Joyner/Debbie Knight

Sunday, Dec 13, 2020 (cancelled)
Nursery: Elaine Wilson
2’s & 3’s: Debbie McIver/Sally Pierce
Children’s Church: Judy Harrelson/Lea Dietch
Church Security: Kenneth Robine9e
Greeters: Janice Coen/Judy Harrelson/Steve and
Cynthia Morris

Sunday, Dec 20, 2020 (cancelled)
Nursery: Mary Joyner
2s & 3s: Claudia Robine9e
Children’s Church: Bobbie Sue Ormsby/Madison
Jenkins
Church Security: Clay Ewing/Graham Jenkins
Greeters: Janice Coen/Frances Godwin/Bobbie Sue
Ormsby/Elaine Wilson

Sunday, Dec 27, 2020 (cancelled)
Nursery: Elaine Davis
2s & 3s: Debbie Knight/Mary Catherine Moree
Children’s Church: Debbie McIver/Kathy Griﬃs
Church Security: Joey Moree
Greeters: Janice Coen/Mandy Allen/Dennis
Holloway

Even in the midst of a
pandemic, we can often
become
distracted
with
busyness. We love our focus
on what is most important and
substitute it with lesser things.
The strategy then is find rest, peace, and joy. These items are
not found in shopping bags. They are not found under the tree.
They are not located within a secret recipe in a cookbook. They
are discovered in a relationship with the babe, the Savior of the
world.
In Matthew 11:28-30 MSG, it reads “Are you tired? Worn
out? Burned out on religion? Come to me. Get away with me and
you’ll recover your life. I’ll show you how to take a real rest. Walk
with me and work with me—watch how I do it. Learn the
unforced rhythms of grace. I won’t lay anything heavy or ill-fitting
on you. Keep company with me and you’ll learn to live freely and
lightly.”
May I offer a suggestion for this Advent season: seek His
rest in your life. Here are some gentle ideas on how to make this
happen. Celebrate and reflect on each day during this
Advent. Even before the days get going, turn the technology off
and open a devotional book such as Sherri Gragg's Advent: The
Story of Christmas. This season might even ignite a new passion
in your own desire to usher in His presence even beyond the
Christmas season.
Deliberately Plan No-Go Days. Between Thanksgiving and
New Year’s Day, it seems there’s a holiday event every day.
Often we feel obligated or compelled to attend each one,
regardless of the holiday stress we may be feeling. Ask the
question, “What if I don’t go? What will happen?” When we’re
honest with ourselves we realize that we may not be missed. We
need the downtime to better serve the Lord and others. Before
Thanksgiving, take out the calendar, mark three must do events
(the children’s Christmas play, for example). Now mark at least
three “reset” days and don’t make any plans for that day. Put
away the electronics, put phones on silent, and take some time to
be secluded and rest and rejoice in the season. Avoid these
becoming prep days, and be amazed when you see what
happens with the rest of your time. Instead of filling the reset days
with activities, fill the days with peace.
Have a safe and blessed Christmas season as we
remember and celebrate the wondrous gift in Jesus Christ as
Savoir.
Blessings, Jack

12/2 Nan Bates
12/9 Joanne Cadieu
12/12 Diane Stokes
12/15 Bloddie Featherston
12/22 Carol Chappell
12/25 Helen Cox

12/6 Benjamin Ewing
12/10 Everly Pope
12/13 Gene Barnes
12/16 Susan Wheeler
12/23 Jacob Coen
12/30 Alex Cockerton

12/7 Pat Buckner
12/12 Leah Melvin
12/14 Kenneth Robine9e
12/22 Sco9 Emerson
12/24 Deborah Knight
12/31 Randy Warren

2020 has been challenging for all of us, in one way or another. There has been an
abundance of confusion, stressful situations, loneliness, and sickness. As Christians, we
have looked to find God’s peace and grace in every season we have encountered this year,
yet many who do not put their faith in God find themselves feeling utterly overwhelmed.
When we asked God to come into our lives, we became His salt and light. Every Christian
is called by God to be an influence on the world around them. In the Sermon on the Mount,
He used the illustrations of salt and light. (Matthew 5:13-16) Both salt and light have
properties which affect things around them. Salt is used to enhance flavor, and as a preservative. To 'be salt'
means to deliberately seek to influence the people in one's life by showing them the unconditional love of Christ.
Light is a symbol used to mean awareness, knowledge, and understanding. To 'be light' means to be a witness to
others concerning the truth of God's Word, especially about who Christ is and how He died and rose again for our
salvation.
We all need plenty of cheer this year. There is a quote from “Elf,” that stands out in my mind, “The best
way to spread Christmas cheer is singing loud for all to hear.” According to Healthline magazine, research shows
that even sad music can lift your mood, while other studies suggest music can boost happiness and reduce anxiety.
After reviewing 25 trials, researchers concluded that music is a valid therapy to potentially reduce depression and
anxiety, as well as to improve mood, self-esteem, and quality of life. Maybe this Christmas we should witness, be
God’s salt and light, by spreading cheer.
Christian music is a key component of this life. It proclaims that which bestows this life, namely the
goodness of God and the Gospel of Jesus Christ. Christmas music is full of life, joy, hope, truth, goodness, and
beauty. This does not mean it is all happy; rather, it tackles unhappiness and suffering head-on and offers answers
full of hope and truth. We should gather to sing. This may look different to a variety of people. Maybe your
intimate family could go caroling to the houses of those who are especially lonely this year (remember to keep
your distance). Maybe you could FaceTime or Zoom those you would typically spend Christmas with and sing
hymns together to bring a “distant connectedness”. If you have young children in your family, singing a hymn or
two throughout the season so they may learn the words and then can begin to experience and even spread cheer by
singing to others. Maybe your music, your cheer, will influence someone’s life who does not know Jesus Christ?
Pray, sing, get lost in God’s goodness. Merry Christmas! Carly

We hope everyone has a safe and joyful Christmas season.
FBC Staﬀ.

Rev. Jack Lee
Daniel Short

John Thompson
Carly McKay

Christmas is the season for giving. Because God gave the world His son and our Savior,
we also have the privilege, the blessing, and the responsibility to give our prayers and
money to support Bap+st Missionaries who seek to proclaim the gospel of Jesus Christ
through mul+ple avenues around the globe. Such a monumental task requires
par+cipa+on from every believer, and at FBC we have the opportunity to support
missions through two Bap+st groups:
The Global Missions Oﬀering (CBF)
The LoFe Moon Christmas Oﬀering (SBC)

Tithes and Offerings

Giving
Summary

October
2020

November
2020

General Fund
33,520
Challenge to Maintain
0
Missions (CBF)
0
Missions (SBC)
200
Memorials & Honor
684
Radio Ministry
800
Fellowship (Wed Meals)
0
Heating and Air Cond.
160
Organ Fund
50
Baptist Men
0
Sound/Light/Sponsor
400
Ramp Fund
0
Katy Yates Fund
0
Youth Ministry
0
Total Gifts
35,814

32,540
0
45
300
745
800
0
245
75
0
400
500
0
0
35,650

_______________________________________________________________________________________

Budget req. to date
Gifts to date
YTD req.
under actual gifts
% giving to req.

315,157
266,504
(48,653)
85%

As the Covid-19 virus continues to alter our church activities,
we want to remind you to keep your financial obligations to
First Baptist Church as current as possible. Also, do not forget
payments and pledges toward the HVAC loan. As you
continue to either mail or drop-off your gifts we want to thank
you for your support.
Finance Committee Chair, Judy McEntire

Wednesday Night Cook Teams
Due to ongoing efforts to curtail the
spread of the COVID-19 virus,
all Wednesday Night Meals
are
cancelled until further notice.

