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Dear Hopegivers,

Greetings in the most precious name of Jesus!

Thank you for your prayers and for your support.  It never ceases to amaze me 
that when God gives us a vision, He also makes provisions for it. God has truly 
been faithful to this ministry since March 23rd, 1960. Hopegivers started with 
one church in 1960 amidst severe persecution; today, by the grace of God, there 
are several thousands of churches all over the nation.

Did you know that when you invest in this ministry, not only are you giving hope for today to children, wid-
ows, lepers, blind children, and burned women but also hope for all eternity? We do not believe in the social 
gospel, we believe obeying the commands of God by taking care of the orphans and widows who are in dis-
tress. 

Because of your gift of a well, today, we are able to start a church in a new community. Because of your gift for 
a church building, today, many are worshiping God in a group. Because of your gift of a bicycle, motorcycle, or 
jeep, the Gospel is spreading fast into those villages where the Gospel has not been preached. Because of your 
gifts of a Hope Chest and Hope Pack, the children have new clothes, blankets, shoes, toiletries, and individual 
text books for school. Because of your gifts of Hope, many have found Christ, the Hope of Glory.

Because of your support today, many children who came to us when they were very young are now grown up, 
married, and are running Christian ministries. In other words, this is just an example of the “Hope Impact.”
At Hopegivers, our philosophy in fundraising is to communicate our needs to people while fully trusting in 
God to meet that need. We are grateful to God for each donor; at the same time, we depend completely on 
God! We are praying for God to help us rescue and raise one million children as national leaders. We are full 
of praise for every angle of Hope Impact in this ministry. “His praise shall continually be in my mouth” 
(Psalm 34:1). It is possible to praise God too little, but we can never praise Him too much. David says, “from 
the rising of the sun unto the going down of the same the Lord’s name is to be praised” (Psalm 113:3). “Seven 
times a day do I praise thee” (Psalm 119:164). Because of our circumstances, we may forget to praise His Holy 
Name. I know this for a fact: our God is not limited by our circumstances, He is limited by our unbelief. When 
we learn to praise God, it gets our attention off ourselves and onto God’s miraculous power. Praise solves 
problems. Praise brings us into God’s presence and positions us for His favor and blessings. You may not un-
derstand how praise works, but do you understand aerodynamics? We just get on the plane, and the pilot takes 
you where you need to go. It’s the same when you praise God. Just do it, and you will get results.

We praise God for the hope we have in His name! We praise God for the impact the hope of Christ has in our 
lives. We praise God for the transforming power we have in Christ, who is our hope.

We praise Him for enabling Dr. M. A. and Ammini Thomas to start this work on the 23rd of March in 1960. 
We praise Him for all that he has done. We praise Him for what He is doing in our midst. We praise Him for 
what He is going to do through Hopegivers.
To God be all the glory for the great things He hath done!

Our Hope is in Him,
Dr. Samuel A. Thomas, President & CEO
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Each gift given by our donors impacts the ministry in one way or another. As a donor, you 
provide impact in the following ways:

   •   Provide three meals a day for over 6,000 abandoned and at-risk children in India, Burma,
        Nepal, and Haiti
   •   Give an opportunity to widows to learn a trade like sewing that they can use to earn    
        money to feed their families
   •   Supply a safe haven to the Dowry Castaway women who have been beaten and burned
        where they can heal while we care for their children
   •   Afford the opportunity for children to be sharpened and launched out as Pioneer 
        Missionaries

You may not have an opportunity to literally serve food to orphans, but you provide the food. 
You may not teach a widow to sew, but you give so that she can learn. You may not nurse a 
Dowry Castaway women back to health, but your gifts provide health care. You may not be the 
one to spread the Good News in India, but your faithful support sends Pioneer Missionaries 
throughout India and the world!

DONORS - THANK YOU FOR HAVING AN AMAZING IMPACT!

OUR MISSION
Hopegivers International provides help for today and HOPE for eternity by rescuing orphaned, 
abandoned, and at risk children and assisting the needy 
and the oppressed in collaboration with our Ministry 
Partners. We are dedicated to fulfilling the Great      
Commission through the empowerment of the Gospel. 

OUR VISION
The vision of Hopegivers International is to rescue and 
train One Million Orphan Leaders Worldwide by 2020.  

For more information, please contact 
Hopegivers International at www.hopegivers.org
or email info@hopegivers.org

OUR DONORS

HAVE IMPACT!IMPACT!



Finding a Blessing 

T hat Flows Both Ways
By John Temple

In 2017, my heart was captured in India. Though not my 
first visit, personal contact with an individual consumed my 
concern and desire to make a difference if I could. It seems 
strange that one person could be seen among multitudes of 
many homeless and helpless people, and emerge from the 
crowd of them all. But that is exactly what happened to me.

This individual did not speak much, but her demeanor 
spoke volumes. On the side of her face was a scar. This 
scar dominated her appearance. From the corner of her 
mouth to behind her ear was a prominent reminder of pain 
and heartache. But this was not all her features illustrated. 
Peeking from a scarf and traditional dress, every inch 
of flesh revealed burns. This lady was one served in the 
“Hopegivers Dowry Castaway program.”

In India, a bride’s family is required to pay a dowry to the groom’s family for the privilege 
of giving their daughter in marriage. If the dowry is not paid, at some point, the groom’s 
family will cover the wife in kerosene and attempt to burn her to death as punishment 
for the dowry not being paid. Though illegal in India, many young beautiful women will 
experience this horrible nightmare.

Hopegivers serve as “Good Samaritans” by adopting these victims, offering medical 
care, and sharing Jesus. Many will not physically survive, but most come to a wonderful 
saving knowledge of Christ. It is the compassion shown amid unspeakable violence that 
the Gospel bears fruit and eliminates a fear of the future. To have Jesus as Lord is to have 
a secure future where love is guaranteed.

We were told of a “Dowry Castaway Victim” who needed medical attention. She needed 
surgery to help in restoration following a violent attack by her family. We were told 
that $300 was needed to cover the surgery. As I left for the airport in my hometown, a 
domestic abuse victim in my church had given me $300 to use “wherever God directed.” 
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As soon as I heard of the need, I knew that God had prepared for one victim to help 
another. I was just a messenger for God’s grace. So we offered to make the surgery 
possible.

I offered to pray with this lady who had been victimized this way. She reached out her 
hand and held my hand as we prayed. Grasping my hand, I could feel the scars and 
identified the fingers that would never flex as they once did. At that moment, I felt God 
encourage me to know others like this little saint who needed help too.

Today, my love for the Hopegivers ministry is more focused. I have committed myself 
to see that this ministry reaches other victims and shows them Jesus. Like the “Good 
Samaritan,” I know I can’t be the total solution, however, I am endeavoring to take those 
left for dead and care for them with a promise to pay whatever it takes when I return.

Throughout the ministries of Hopegivers, there is a possibility for all of us to exhibit our 
faith by delivering God’s grace in care and compassion to those in need. My dream is that 
others will join in supporting the work where God leads. There is nothing that will affirm 
your walk with God like seeing new hope radiate from eyes that have cried a thousand 
tears. 

Join us in a mighty work! It is the One who stops and cares that reveals they really have 
eternal life.

John Temple is a Christian writer, speaker, and Chaplain for 
the Sheriff Department of Lauderdale County, Mississippi 
and has taken several trips to India with Hopegivers.

Note: The lady in this article was of another faith from ours. 
Once we introduced her to the Good News, she accepted God 
as her Savior and has since that time led 40 other women 
to accept her God. The impact just keeps on spreading 
throughout India. 

For more information, please contact Hopegivers International at
 www.hopegivers.org or email info@hopegivers.org
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HOPE CHEST CAMPAIGN
Our current campaign helps raise money to provide a Christmas gift to an abandoned 
and at-risk child in India. The Hope Chest is a special bag full of needed items such as:
    •   New clothing
    •   New socks and shoes
    •   Blanket
    •   Undergarments
    •   Toiletries
    •   Other necessities and perhaps a sweet
         or small toy

To give a Christmas gift online, go to 
www.hopegivers.org or send a check to: 
Hopegivers International, P. O. Box 8808, Columbus, GA  31909.

OTHER CAMPAIGNS
LAUNCH CAMPAIGN - provides funds for seminary students who are being sharpened to 
become Pioneer Missionaries. We would also like to support these students for the first 
year as they get established in their ministries.

RESTORE CAMPAIGN - a special campaign that helps restore funds for most URGENT needs 
of the ministry. 

HOPE PACK - provides needed school supplies for abandoned and at-risk children. This 
pack also includes some new clothing and other necessities.

CAMPAIGNS:

For more information, please contact Hopegivers International at
 www.hopegivers.org or email info@hopegivers.org
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For more information, please contact Hopegivers International at
 www.hopegivers.org or email info@hopegivers.org

HHow Has Hopegiversow Has Hopegivers

My Church?My Church?
IMPACTEDIMPACTED

By: Steve Griffith, Pastor
Osborne Baptist Church

Twenty years ago when I met Dr. Samuel Thomas, I had no idea how it would change my life 
or the life of the church I pastor. I was a young pastor, and God was blessing our church in so 
many ways.  I was passionate about the local church and the big things God was doing in a 
small town of North Carolina. Honestly, I never thought much beyond the local reach of our 
church. I talked about missions and we gave to missions, but we were not doing the work of 
missions. Then I met Dr. Samuel Thomas. His passion for the gospel to reach India through 
the ministry of caring for orphans did something inside of me. When he described the strategy 
of God’s Orphan Army reaching the lost, I was blown away. What a picture of Jesus: He takes 
the throwaways of a culture, redeems them, cares for them, equips them, and sends them 
out to change the very culture that discarded them. We have all been moved to tears seeing 
the faces of hungry children around the world. The Hopegivers strategy is far more than just 
feeling good about feeding a hungry child.  It certainly includes that but doesn’t stop there.  The 
Hopegivers strategy is gospel-centered, Kingdom-building, and eternal.  

Soon after being introduced to Hopegivers, we began sending short-term missions teams to the 
Orphanage in Kota. The impact on our church can’t be overstated. Our church was impacted 
in three ways. First, passion for missions was ignited in ways that reshaped the heart of our 
church.  Secondly, we were impacted by Hopegivers systemically. We restructured our church 
so that missions became a part of who we are instead of an activity we added if we had the 
time and resources. We began to see mission involvement as non-negotiable for Jesus’ church.  
Lastly, we began to see a real correlation between our involvement in missions and God’s 
blessing on our local church. The more we sent people out, the more people God brought in.  

Hopegivers forever changed the way we see the 
gospel and the great commission. Dr. Sam’s tireless 
work and heart for these orphans is inspiring and 
contagious. Dr. Sam and this ministry are not Hope-
promisors but Hopegivers. Our church is forever 
grateful for God connecting us to Hopegivers.

Pastor Steve has been the Senior Pastor at OBC 
since 1992. He is a graduate of Berea College and 
Southeastern Baptist Theological Seminary.



In February, we graduated 471 students from our Bible 
Seminary and launched them out as Pioneer Missionaries. 
They will IMPACT their world for Christ. Before graduating, 
they took a martyr’s oath that says they will give their lives to 
share the Gospel if needed. 

Prior to the graduation, there was a Pastor’s Conference where the Pioneer Missionaries came 
to be encouraged and refreshed to go out and spread the Good News. Excellent sermons were 
shared by two preaching teams: one from Baton Rouge, LA led by Dr. Tommy Middleton and 
another team from Eden, NC led by Ronnie Bullins. They shared the powerful message from 
Psalm 143:10 about “Knowing the Will of God.” 

Additionally, the first Women’s Conference was held. This conference 
encouraged the women, as many of them serve alongside their Pastor 
husbands. They were encouraged to “learn the steps, feel the rhythm, 
and allow God to lead the dance of their lives.” Two groups of women 
took part in the conference assisted by Dr. Susan Raj in India and 
several interpreters: one from Columbus, GA led by Pam Ward and 
part of the group from Eden, NC led by Ronnie Bullins. They were 
elated to have over 250 women attend the conference.

All of the teams also participated in a variety of other activities to include a medical clinic in 
several locations, visiting Hope Homes, sharing with the lepers at the Leper Colony, leading 
workshops, and ministering to children.

If you are interested in going on a mission trip with your congregation, we ask that you reach 
out to us well in advance so we can tailor the trip just for you.

Quotes from Trip Participants:
“It’s hard to know the impact that you leave with others, which is why I pray that God magnifies every effort and step 
of obedience for His glory and kingdom. However, I can speak for how I was impacted by the people of India. In every 
place we visited I was impacted by the abundant generosity shown to us, the joy in suffering that we witnessed, and the 
depth of the relationships that God continues to grow even now thousands of miles away.” 

   ~ Christina Davis, Member of Osborne Baptist Church, Eden, NC

 “In my mind, the expectation was to go to India and teach and serve. However, I never considered just how much I 
would be taught and changed; and that is a gift I can continually pay forward to anyone I’m surrounded by for the 
rest of my life.” 

~ Andie Hardage, Member of Spring Road Christian Church, Lanett, AL
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2020 Graduation
Pastor’s Conference and Women’s Conference



Motorcycles Given during the Pastor’s Conference 2020
Dr. Tommy Middleton, Executive Director 
of Missions of the Baptist Association of 
Greater Baton Rouge, is also a Board Member 
of Hopegivers International. He has been 
instrumental, along with other board members, 
in helping to provide Pastors with a new 
motorcycle for use in their ministry.

The Pioneer Missionaries are given a bicycle to 
use in establishing their ministries, but once they 
have established up to five (5) ministries, our goal 
is to provide them with a motorcycle to aid them in the travel for their ministry.

At this year’s Pastor’s Conference, Dr. Middleton and others awarded ten (10) Pastors with new 
motorcycles.

Dr. Tommy says, “Motorcycles are wonderful tools in advancing the gospel but also in allowing 
pastors to have a greater impact on their ministries over a larger area. In giving motorcycles, this 
affirms these men in their service for the Lord. Although they would continue their  ministry 
with or without a motorcycle; we are honoring what the word of God says in Galatians 6:10,
‘So then, while we have opportunity, let us do good to all people, and especially to those who 
are of the household of faith.“ Also, in Prov. 3:27, the Bible tells us, “Do not withhold good from 
those to whom it is due, when it is in your power to do it.’
As the Lord prompts us, may we continue to support the great work in India.”

Girl’s Hostel Progress 
The Georgia Team made up of Pam Ward (COO), 
Andie Hardage, Beverly Gray, and Neal Gray 
(Board Emeritus Member) toured the expansion 
of the believers meeting location in Kota which 
will accommodate 1,500, and it is also connected 
to the girl’s hostel for the Bible seminary. They 
are making progress, and we only need $150,000 
to complete the project. If you are interested in 
helping fund this project, please contact us at 
info@hopegivers.org.
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For more information, please contact Hopegivers International at
 www.hopegivers.org or email info@hopegivers.org



Ways YOU Can 
          GET INVOLVED:GET INVOLVED:

For more information, please contact 
Hopegivers International at

 www.hopegivers.org or 
email info@hopegivers.org
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Prayer Team
Our Prayer Team is a community of people 
from all over the U.S. who are passionate about 
what God is doing through our ministry. They 
are also passionate about lifting up the needs of 
the mission fields and the U.S. through prayer. 
The Prayer Team connects through a monthly 
email of prayer needs for the ministry in India, 
our donors, and ministry partners. If you have a 
passion for prayer and are interested in joining 
our Prayer Team, please contact us at 
info@hopegivers.org.

Volunteer Team
If you are eager to use your talents and interests 
to further the Gospel, we want to hear from you! 
We are growing our Volunteer Team and soon 
will offer online options for volunteering, along 
with our local volunteers, in Columbus, GA. If 
you have a gift of writing, office skills, making 
phone calls, or any other talent that would be 
helpful to the ministry, please contact us.

Hopegivers International provides Help for 
Today and Hope for Eternity in collaboration 
with our Ministry Partners.

Volume 20, Number 1

Contact Us:
Hopegivers International, Inc.
P.O. Box 8808, Columbus, GA 31908
Toll-free (866) 373-4673
www.hopegivers.org
info@hopegivers.org

Staff:
Dr. Samuel A. Thomas, President & CEO
Pam Ward, Chief Operating Officer
Jamie Cole, Donor Relations Manager
Misty Shoemaker, Administrative Manager
Abigail Johnston, Intern

Change of Address:
info@hopegivers.org

Make a Donation:
www.hopegivers.org

International Needs List:
If you would like to donate items that are needed 
in India, go to our website and click on the 
item to see the best place to order, the number 
needed, and the cost. Contact us if you have any 
questions or need help.

Blood Pressure Monitors 
Blood Pressure Cuff ’s (adult & children)  
Forehead Thermometers
Relion Prime Glucose Monitoring System   
Relion Lancing Device   
Battery Operated Printing Calculator  
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First Redeemer Church of Cumming, GA sent sports equipment to our sports teams in India. 
The teams are not accustomed to playing with the top-notch equipment that the fine folks 
of Redeemer provided. As you can see from the pictures, the equipment put a smile on their 
faces and had an impact on their game!

First Redeemer also raised money to provide FIVE (5) wells in India. This great gift will 
impact not only the children we serve but also the surrounding communities. Thank you, 
First Redeemer, for giving a gift that keeps on giving.

Dr. Larry Aultman, Missions and Adult Education 
Pastor, and Dr. Jeff Cornelison, Deacon, of First 
Redeemer Church are also Board Members of 
Hopegivers International. They are seen in this 
picture dedicating a well given by First Redeemer 
Church.

Madisyn Stimson made an impact while doing her school work. 
She chose Hopegivers International as a special project at her 
school and raised over $700 to help provide food and clothing 
for the children in India. Madisyn is a member of Christian 
Fellowship Church in Scotland, CT.

IMPACTIMPACTT here are many ways to... 

   MAKE AN   MAKE AN

For more information, please contact
Hopegivers International at

 www.hopegivers.org or email info@hopegivers.org



PO BOX 8808 • COLUMBUS, GA 31908
TOLL-FREE: 1-866-373-4673

View podcast by Dr. Samuel A. Thomas on WYTV7 Christian Broadcasters Network, Inc. 
located in Charlotte, NC. https://www.spreaker.com/user/wytv7 The podcast will begin 

airing on September 8 at 8:00 p.m. EDT. The podcast name is “Journey of Hope.”

“It’s difficult to describe, not because of a lack of impact, but rather, because of limited vocabulary, the way God used 
the time and people in India to change my perspective and ambitions in life. When I reflect upon the stories of the 

brothers and sisters in India, their prayers, the singing of the children, and the preaching of His Word, the words that 
come to mind are challenged, humbled, encouraged, and changed. As I sat in the midst of hundreds of men and women 
who have each surrendered all to Jesus, God opened my eyes to the impact He can make through a life fully surrendered 
to His will. That’s the life I desire to live; a life in which every moment, every action, and every word is for the glory of 
His name and the spread of His Gospel. While I pray that I was used by God to encourage my brothers and sisters in 

India, I am certain of this: He used them to impact my life in ways that I will never forget.” 

   ~ Ryan Burris, Pastor of Baptist Temple Church, Reidsville, NC

Journey
of

HOPEDr. Samuel A. Thomas

In Celebration of 60 Years of Ministry


