OCTOBER 2019
VOLUME 31 • ISSUE 10
IN THIS ISSUE
Strategic Stats
Get Connected
Serve Opportunites
Mission Opportunities
Worship Info
Youth
Calendar
back

p. 2
p. 3
p. 4
p. 5
p. 6
p. 7
page

On September 29th, we begin a nine-week journey with Jesus as we come alongside
him during many memorable events in his ministry. We will get a more intimate look
at our savior’s heart, character and mission as we spend several “Days and Nights with
Jesus.” Our goal will be to paint a crystal-clear picture of Jesus because we believe if
people see Jesus for who he really is, they will want him. These nine weeks will help
you fall in love with Jesus all over again, or for the first time. It’s also a perfect time to
invite a friend or family member who is exploring faith. If you do so, you will be living
out our mission of inviting people on a journey with Jesus! Here’s some of what you
can expect:
September 29th – The Night Jesus Trashed a Party
October 6th – The Day Jesus Fed the Multitudes
October 13th – The Night Jesus Asked the Impossible
October 20th – The Day Jesus Made Trees Walk
October 27th – The Night Jesus Spooked his Friends
November 3rd – The Day Jesus Responded to Grumbles
November 10th – The Day Jesus Made Breakfast
November 17th – The Day Jesus Disappeared
November 24th – The Night Jesus Took Off his Mask
Here are a couple of schedule highlights to keep in mind:
October 6th – World Communion Sunday: Come prepared for a “hands on” worship
experience! People of all ages and physical ability can participate. No special attire
required. You may want to plan to stay an additional 30 minutes, but that isn’t
required either!
November 3rd – Preschool Sunday & Daylight Savings Ends: Enjoy an extra hour of
sleep and consider joining us to hear our 1st Step Preschool children sing at our 9am
worship service.
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A MESSAGE FROM PASTOR ANDY
Days and Nights with Jesus
Jesus said, “Anyone who has seen me has seen the Father” (John 14:9). From the beginning of my time
in ministry, I have always felt that my primary job was to help people see Jesus for who he really is.
Jesus is the single most compelling person in human history. That makes sense, since he is the
embodiment of God the Father. When people see the character of Jesus, they are inspired by him.
When people understand the mission of Jesus, they are drawn to him. When people grasp the heart of
Jesus, they tend to want him. That’s why I am so excited about our newest message series beginning
on September 29th: Days and Nights with Jesus
We sometimes assume that everyone knows all about Jesus, but I don’t think that’s true. When I look
Senior Pastor
around, I see a world that desperately longs for all that Jesus offers, they just don’t know where the
Rev. Dr. Andy Adams
answer to all their questions is found. Many people in our culture have taken some of the negative
things they perceive or have experienced of the church and projected that onto Jesus. When people feel the church is
hypocritical, graceless, judgmental, mean-spirited or selfish, they often associate those same feelings with God.
But you and I know that the Jesus of the Scriptures is NONE of that. So that makes the goal of this message series all the more
important – to make sure people see Jesus clearly. When we see Jesus clearly then not only will we want him, but we will want to
reflect his character, mission and heart in everything we do. Then we will truly be a community that is breathtakingly overflowing
with grace. Grace that just gushes out on everyone. Grace that makes no sense. Grace that is so amazing that it doesn’t fight for
its own rights. Grace that doesn’t judge or point a finger and say, “This isn’t fair!” because we don’t want fair. We want the cross.
The cross is never fair. If it were fair, we’d all be lost and without hope. We want what is gracious. We want the goodness of our
God and we, in turn, are called to overflow with that kind of love.
I also believe that when we see Jesus clearly, we become more fully aware of our desperate need for him. We begin to see
ourselves for who we really are – unconditionally loved, but deeply flawed. I expect that there will be times during these nine
weeks when you will recognize things in yourself that grieve the heart of God and situations in your life that need Jesus’ healing
touch. In anticipation of God’s Spirit moving, we will be offering time each week after the message where you can receive prayer.
Come prepared to be changed forever as we spend Days and Nights with Jesus.
Faithfully,
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Worship Services
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Our mission is to invite people on a journey with Jesus!
We invite you to:
Connect to God and our faith community
Grow into a wholehearted follower of Jesus
Serve with your God-given gifts and passions
Share God’s love regionally and globally
Worship God in everything you say and do

CONNECT
Dinner Church
It’s hard to believe that our eight-week stretch of Dinner Church is nearly here! A lot of preparation
has gone into the upcoming Dinner Church schedule and we are praying for changed lives!
We will be meeting every Sunday evening throughout October and November at the St. Jacob
Activity Center (108 N. Douglas St.) from 6 to 7:15 pm, where we will enjoy a free meal and view the
upcoming message series “Days and Nights with Jesus”. We have had two successful trial runs
leading up to this important full launch and I am excited to see what will happen from it!
The team and I canvassed the community, hanging door hangers to invite residents to attend. We
are also going to be placing an invite card inside every bulletin on Sept. 29. This is going to be an
excellent opportunity to encourage a friend who might benefit from the message series “Days and
Nights with Jesus” to attend. It is also a reminder that if you are not able to make it to one of the
Sunday morning worship services at Troy UMC, you are always invited to join the worshipping
community at St. Jacob Dinner Church!

St. Jacob Ministry Leader
Clint Benesh

Not only are you invited to come and experience Dinner Church with us, but we also ask that you pray for this new ministry as we
reach into the community and share the love of Christ. For more info be sure to check out troyumc.org/DinnerChurch
Troy United Methodist Sightseers (age 55+)
The TUMS Hot Dog Roast will be October 11th, from 4:00-10:00pm at Ray & Susan Suhre’s home. Hot dogs and drinks will be
provided. Please bring a dish to share and a lawn chair. All seniors are invited. Hope you can come. Call (618) 667-6241 for the
address and to RSVP.
United Methodist Women
The October UMW meeting will be the annual UMW Cluster Meeting held at New Bethel United Methodist Church in Glen
Carbon, IL. on Thursday, October 10th. Members of Troy UMW, St. John's UMW Edwardsville, Immanuel UMW Edwardsville, and
New Bethel UMW Glen Carbon will gather for dinner, fellowship, and entertainment. Our members will carpool at 5:30pm to New
Bethel. Gathering at 6:00pm with dinner served at 6:30pm. This is always a good way to visit with our neighbor Christian women.
This is a free event. If you have questions, please contact Libby Gregg at lgregg129@gmail.com or (618) 954-6263 for more
information. Hope to see you there!
On Ramp and Membership Class
Are you new to Troy UMC? Interested in becoming a member? We’d love to spend some time with you to talk about our mission
and vision! You are invited to attend our next On-Ramp Orientation on Sunday, October 20th from 12:00-2:00pm. Lunch will be
served and childcare can be available, if needed. In addition to that, you are also invited to attend the next Membership Class on
Sunday, November 10th from 12:00-2:00pm. RSVP to dave@troyumc.org or andy@troyumc.org to sign up! Please include any
dietary restrictions or need for childcare so we can ensure menu items and staff are available.
troyumc.org
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GROW
15-Minute Marriage Makeover Event
When he was a teen, Dustin Riechmann saw marriage as a trap -- he had witnessed his parents'
dysfunctional marriage and eventual divorce, so Dustin thought the best way to avoid divorce and
trauma was to avoid marriage. That was before he met Bethany. She introduced him to what
marriage could be and made him believe healthy marriage was possible and worth it!
Amazingly, Dustin is now the author of the helpful and hopeful book, The 15 Minute Marriage
Makeover. He and his wife are presenters who have spoken at numerous events and have been
featured on several media outlets. They are bringing their story and wisdom to share at Troy United Methodist Church on Sunday
October 20th from 3:00-6:00pm.
The Riechmanns realize couples are stretched thin with commitments and the expectations of life, which is why they have devised
a plan that only requires 15 minutes a day to refresh your relationship, add sizzle to your love life, and make you happier in your
marriage. The plan is easy to implement and follow.
The 15-Minute Marriage Makeover event will include great information and a Q&A with the Riechmanns followed by a coffee
and dessert hour to visit with other married couples. Each attendee will also receive a copy of Dustin's book "The 15 Minute
Marriage Makeover."
This event is free to attend for all Troy UMC members and their guests. Registration is required! Email marriage@troyumc.org to
reserve your spot(s). Registration is limited to 80 people. For those in need of childcare, FREE TO YOU childcare will be available
at the church building for children 6 months - 13 years. Advanced registration for childcare is required, (email
marriage@troyumc.org).

SERVE
Work Day – October 5th, 8:00am
At the end of 2018, St. Jacob United Methodist Church donated all its assets and property to Troy United Methodist Church. The
congregation still worships at 10:15am on Sunday mornings and the ministry of the church continues, but the administration and
oversight of that ministry has been entrusted to Troy UMC. In order to more fully utilize the St. Jacob church facility, we need to
redirect water away from the building’s foundation. Our trustees have organized a workday on Saturday, October 5th to cut
down bushes, move gravel and relocate dirt in order to solve some basement leaking problems. We could use 1-2 dozen able
bodied servants with shovels and gloves to help! If you are willing and available, please contact our church office
(sharie@troyumc.org; 618-667-6241). Our plan is to meet at 8:00am at the St. Jacob church building (406 Jacob Street, St. Jacob).
Top 5 “First Serve” Opportunities
Are you looking to make an immediate impact within our church family? Here are the top five serving opportunities that you
could step right into!
1. Children’s Ministry – Serve as a Small Group Assistant of approximately 8-10 kids by facilitating pre-planned activities and
engaging them in conversations. Contact christine@troyumc.org
2. Dinner Church – Help in a variety of practical ways any Sunday night from October 6th – November 24th. Contact
clint@troyumc.org
3. Care Team – Write cards, prepare meals, or visit shut-ins of our congregation. Contact dan@troyumc.org
4. Tech Ministry – Join a team that runs media slides, lights, and dabbles with video for our worship services. Contact
tim@troyumc.org
5. Lawn Mowing – The season is almost over, but there is still a need to help mow and trim around church grounds 1-2 times
per month. Contact sharie@troyumc.org

troyumc.org
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SHARE - OUTREACH
Upward Basketball and Cheerleading
The 2019 Upward Basketball and Cheerleading League is fast
approaching. Last year we had nearly 200 kids involved and
hope to continue to grow this year. There are several ways you
can help. . If you are on Facebook, please share about the
league when it shows up on the Church page. Consider being a
part of this important outreach ministry of our church The most
important thing is to pray. Pray for the leaders as they begin
promoting and organizing the league, for families to sign-up
and for the volunteers. We have a place that everyone can
serve. You can sign up to volunteer at registration.upward.org/
UPW69811/volunteeradd

Tent or Treat
Tent or Treat is a safe, inside, fun family event. It is hosted 5:007:00pm on Thursday, October 31st. How can you, as a member
help?
• Pray for tent & treat
• Invite some people to attend
• Sign up to decorate and staff a canopy
• Bring a pop up canopy to be used
• Bring candy to use as tents run low
• Help with food that evening
• Take posters to area businesses, libraries, etc.

SHARE - MISSION
Become a Safe Family - Informational Meeting 12:00-1:30pm on September 22nd
Has God blessed you with a stable home life? Would you be willing to share that with a child in need for even just two weeks?
Become a safe-family! Safe Families is a ministry of partnering stable Christian homes with children whose parent(s) are in a
temporary, yet challenging circumstance. If you’ve ever felt like God was calling you to open up your home and provide love and
support for a family in need OR to support those in our church who do, this could be just what you’re looking for. On Sunday,
September 22nd, Troy UMC will be hosting Troy and Keri Kemper who will share more with us about Safe Families. Stick around
after service for lunch and further conversation about next steps in becoming a Safe Family or supporting those who are. In order
to have enough food, please RSVP to Becky Luebbert, beckyluebbert@yahoo.com.
Share Thanksgiving
Participate in 'Share Thanksgiving' on November 24. This is an annual event where Thanksgiving meals are distributed to area
residents in need. You can donate items for the meals and help prepare and distributed them. Look for more information in the
next newsletter.
Hurricane Dorian Response
United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR – www.umcor.org) is already on the ground in the Bahamas responding to the
devastation of Hurricane Dorian. Here’s how you can help!
PRAY for those whose lives are impacted by current disasters
MAKE relief kits and send them to our relief-supply depots or an affiliate warehouse. Learn more about how to assemble
and send a kit by visiting our website.
GIVE toward the efforts of UMCOR and its partners. Donate to U.S. disaster response, international disaster response, or
to the UMCOR undesignated fund on the mobile giving platform by visiting our website and clicking “Current Disaster
Response.”
Rummage & Bake Sale
The UMW annual Rummage and Bake Sale is on October 4th from 3:00-7:00pm and October 5th from 8:00am-12:00pm.
Donations may be brought to the Family Life Center on Wednesday October 2nd from 5:00-8:00pm, Thursday October 3th from
8:00am-7:00pm, or Friday October 4th from 8:00am-12:00pm. We have also added two tables of arts and crafts by our own ladies
of the church. Please come! Your donations help to supply needed funding to the missions we support!
troyumc.org
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WORSHIP
It’s amazing thing to think that for more than 175 years, Troy UMC has been meeting together
every week to worship. Let’s continue to grow in it - allowing our worship to be a genuine
response to God’s faithfulness and goodness. Let’s pray our worship is a witness to those who
experience it. Let’s worship God in spirit and truth as we authentically seek the Lord together.
As we come together in worship, we remember the promise that where two or three are
gathered in the name of Jesus, his presence is there (Matthew 18:20). This changes how we
sing, praise, worship and respond. There are many scripture references to active response in
worship. A few examples include: Singing (Psalm 95:1); Make Music (Ephesians 5:19); Clap your
hands (Psalm 47:1); Lifting Hands (Psalm 28:2, Psalm 141:2, Lamentations 3:41, 1 Timothy 2:8);
Shouting (Psalm 95:1); Praise (Psalm 100:4) and others.
Minister of Modern Worship Arts
Tim Price

There isn’t one particular right way to worship Jesus. And you don’t have to do all these things
all the time. But you’re invited to continue to be a part of a worshipping church, actively
responding as we witness to our love for Jesus and thankfulness for all God has done.

New Worship & Prayer Nights!
Prayer changes things. Prayer changes our hearts, leads us to action and invites God's supernatural presence into our everyday
lives and circumstances. Currently there is significant conflict in our United Methodist denomination around issues of human
sexuality, general dysfunction and decline. Our highest decision making body, the General Conference, meets again in May 2020,
and there is very real possibility of denominational division.
We believe God moves mightily through prayer, so we, as a church family will begin meeting monthly for Worship & Prayer
Nights to pray for the future of our church and the effectiveness of our mission. We're trusting that God will move mountains and
renew and revive our hearts. Everyone is invited to participate as we spend the first part of the gathering in music worship and
the second part in directed prayer led by Pastor Andy and others.
Our first Worship & Prayer Night will be held in the Family Life Center on Wednesday, October 9th at 6:30 pm. Each gathering will
be an hour or less and children’s activites will be available. Let's come to the cross together!
Here are fall Worship & Prayer Nights:
October 9 (Family Life Center)
November 13 (Family Life Center)
December 11 (Sanctuary)

A huge thanks to the worship tech team for the updated video
project in the Family Life Center. We’re in the process of building
the worship tech team, which involves serving about once a
month in both Family Life Center services (7:45-11:45am) or
serving at 8:00am or 10:15am to operate the computer/screens.

JOURNEY KIDS MINISTRY
It has been a great September thus far. Children are back in school and more families are back
to church. This past Sunday we had over 60 kids in Nursery though 5th grade. This month we
are on a "trek" learning to trust in God. Nursery and Preschool are "counting with me" through
the days of creation. Next month Nursery and Preschool are going to be "super kids!"
Kindergarten through 5th grade will be "talent show-brave the stage." If you are interested in
volunteering in the children's ministry as a greeter, group assistant, leader or in the nursery
please reach out to me at christine@troyumc.org.

Director of Children’s Ministry
Christine Lippert

troyumc.org
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NEW LIFE STUDENT MINISTRY
All middle school and high school students affiliated with Troy UMC are invited on a journey
with Jesus! New Life Student Ministry offers Sunday Morning Classes, Wednesday Night Youth
Group, and monthly special events for students. Come and see what the journey of faith is all
about! See troyumc.org/students for complete calendar, registration forms, and trip details!
Sunday Morning Student Classes
9:00-10:00am | Youth Area (Upper Family Life Center)
October - In God’s Image: This month students will take a look at sin and how it separates us
from God. They will also explore how that gap can be bridged only by God’s acts of grace and
mercy through Jesus Christ. While we were created in God’s image, sin caused such a
separation we need lots of help getting back to the place God intended for us. Students will
also practice the spiritual discipline of confession. While we are always offered forgiveness,
confessing our sins is part of the journey to redemption that leads us back to God.
Associate Pastor - Student Ministry
Bible Lessons 4 Youth is designed to help students understand and apply the Scriptures to their
Rev. Kurt Stone
lives, using a “Bible-to-life” approach. Noah Durbin, Carol Sisson, and Sharon & Mickey Jackson
serve as teachers for the Sunday Morning Middle School and High School Student Classes.
Wednesday Night Youth Group
5:15 – 5:55pm Praise Band Rehearsals
Middle School Students – Youth Area; High School Students – Sanctuary
6:00 – 6:25pm Snack Supper – Family Life Center
6:30 – 8:00pm Worship, Small Groups, Activity, & Closing Circle Prayer – Sanctuary
“Do we always eat on Wednesday Night!?” asked a delighted middle school boy holding a full plate.
I replied, “Yes, we eat together every Wednesday Night during Youth Group. Sharing a meal together and table talk are vital to
building friendships.” Loren Fear, Karen & Mike Leitner, Suzanne Price, Sharon Jackson, Carol Sisson, and Dale Storey prepare
and serve a delicious rotating menu of pizza, breakfast for dinner, hot of the grill, international night, cook’s choice, and always a
salad. We’ll save a seat at the table for you!
Wednesday Nights this fall feature a series of Bibles stories with a twist! During October students will engage Jesus’ teachings
from the gospels of Luke and Matthew with the Parable of the Prodigal Son, Parable of the Pharisee and the Tax Collector,
Parable of the Wedding Banquet, Parable of the Prodigal Son’s Older Brother, and Parable of Laborers in the Vineyard.
Special Events
IGNITION Middle School Student Conference – worship, guest speakers, groups, games, & food!
Saturday, October 26, 2019
$45 + RSVP form due by October 9th for free t-shirt
9:00am-4:30pm
Troy United Methodist Church
Service Project – Recreation & Lunch: High School Students Trip to Spero Family Services
– recreation & lunch with residential students at the children’s home
Saturday, October 26, 2019
RSVP form
9:00am-2:00pm
Mt. Vernon, IL
Please contact Rev. Kurt Stone if you have student ministry questions: kurt@troyumc.org or cell (618) 407-7586.
Holiday World & Splashin’ Safari Trip - September 14th
A group of 52 students and adult sponsors traveled to Santa Claus, IN to enjoy a day at Holiday World and dinner at the Log Inn.

troyumc.org
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UPCOMING OCTOBER EVENTS

Church Information
Phone (618) 667-6241
Fax (618) 667-7748
Staff
*Senior Pastor
Andy Adams
*Associate Pastor of Outreach and Missions
David Roderick
*Associate Pastor, Student Ministry
Kurt Stone
*Care Pastor
Dan Perry
*Minister of Modern Worship Arts
Tim Price
*Director of Traditional Worship Arts
Emily Ottwein
*Director of Connections
Dave DeRemer
*Director of Children's Ministry
Christine Lippert
*St. Jacob Ministry Leader
Clint Benesh
*Director of 1st Step Learning Center
Lisa Rayle
*Office Manager
Sharie Meyer
*Administrative Assistant
Courtney Bettis
*Accompanist
Mike Rogier
*Sound Technician
Josh Case
*Worship Design Coordinator
Drew Allsman
Worship Tech Coordinator
Nick Tipton
Custodians
David Barr, Loren Fear, Penny Stone

2

Worship Leader Meeting 6:00-7:45pm (Children’s Area)

4

Rummage & Bake Sale 3:00-7:00pm (Family Life Center)

5

Rummage & Bake Sale 8:00am-12:00pm (Family Life Center)

5

Work Day 8:00am (St. Jacob)

6

World Communion Sunday

9

Worship & Prayer Night 6:30pm (Family Life Center)

10

United Methodist Women 1:00-3:00pm (Family Life Center)

10

United Methodist Women Evening Circle 7:00pm (Room 241)

15

Sew Much Joy 10:00am-2:00pm (Johnson’s Home)

19

15-Minute Marriage Makeover Event 3:00-6:00pm (Family Life Center)

20

On Ramp 12:00-1:30pm

21

ALICE Training 6:00pm (Family Life Center)

26

Ignition 9:00am-4:30pm (Family Life Center)

26

NLSM High School Project 9:00am (Spero Family Services, Mt. Vernon)

31

Tent or Treat 5:00-7:00pm (Family Life Center)

*Staff E-mail [firstname]@troyumc.org
www.troyumc.org
www.facebook.com/troyumc
www.twitter.com/troyumc

Sunday School
8:00am (adult)
9:00am (all ages)
10:45am (children)

