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It has been a fantastic 16 weeks of outdoor services at Troy UMC!
Thank you to everyone who has showed up and made outdoor worship special. As
we enter November, our indoor worship schedule is back to pre-pandemic normal
(with safety modifications, of course!). If you aren’t quite ready to worship indoors
or otherwise unable to, we will continue to hold two online worship options.
Worship Schedule (9 a.m. Service Updated!)
•
8 a.m. in the Sanctuary
•
9 a.m. in the Family Life Center (Children's Ministry Available) & Online
•
10:15 a.m. in the Sanctuary & Online
•
10:45 a.m. in the Family Life Center (Children's Ministry Available)
Registration
You can register for indoor worship at troyumc.eventbrite.com or call the office.
Registering helps us plan ahead, but you are welcome to show up anyway, and
we’ll register you at the door!
Safety Guidelines
As a reminder, we will continue to abide by the following guidelines to make sure
we can all worship in a comfortable and safe environment. Please wear the colorcoded wristbands so everyone will know your comfort level (provided at the door).
•
Indoor services are at 25% capacity of the worship space
•
Masks are required (if you forget yours, we will provide them at the door)
•
Only the worship leaders will sing
•
The seating is spaced out
•
There is a receptacle for your offering
•
The bathrooms are limited to one family at a time
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A MESSAGE FROM PASTOR ANDY
A Time for (Extra) Grace

Work at living in peace with everyone, and work at living a holy life, for those who are not holy will not see the Lord. Look
after each other so that none of you fails to receive the grace of God. Watch out that no poisonous root of bitterness
grows up to trouble you, corrupting many. (Hebrews 12:14-15)
Much could be said about the lack of peace and grace-giving as well as the roots of bitterness that have been built up
between people of faith in our current cultural climate around a myriad issues. Of course, our denomination has struggled
to live in peace over differences in belief about human sexuality. But that feels like old news these days! Now it’s about
COVID precautions, racism, who we’re voting for, or whether Christmas decorations should be displayed in stores before
Halloween (okay, maybe the last one isn’t that controversial...or is it?).
As we approach a season of gratitude and expectation of our Savior’s birth, I would encourage Christians everywhere, but
particularly in our congregation, to be extraordinary grace-givers to one another despite differing opinions or approaches
in the following arenas:
Masks: Please, let’s get over the mask-wearing arguments. As a church, we have guidelines we must follow, and we will do
so for the sake of one another.
Worship: I hope we can be gracious with one another about our comfort level regarding worshiping in person or online. It is
SO good to see people in the flesh (even with masks on)! But if you’re not yet comfortable being together in person, please
know you’re still loved. As a church we’re committed to continuing to offer excellent in-person and online worship.
COVID-19: Let us be gracious and non-judgmental toward one another about contracting COVID. I’ve spoken with several
people in our church who have caught the virus and common feelings include fear and shame. When anyone feels fear or
shame, that is when they need their church family the most. Let’s commit ourselves to loving one another instead of
judging.
The Election: Exercise your civic responsibility and be an informed voter. But let’s promise to love one another across the
aisle. There are faithful Christ-followers who vote red and who vote blue – oftentimes because of their Christian
convictions. No political party has the corner on the market for Christian values. I would encourage you to follow John
Wesley’s advice about voting:
1. “To vote, without fee or reward, for the person they judged most worthy,
2. To speak no evil of the person they voted against, and
3. To take care their spirits were not sharpened against those that voted on the other side.”
Race Relations: On October 25 we begin a new series about faith and race called Every Tribe. I invite you to come with a
heart bent toward God’s mission and with extra grace for one another as we seek Jesus’ Kingdom together.
Faithfully,

STRATEGIC STATS
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Every Tribe: A Series about Faith and Race
There is no denying that the subject of race is one of the most discussed topics in our culture today. The calls
for justice and equality for people of color have never been louder in politics, the arts, business, the media, and
especially social media. What role should Christians, particularly at our church, play in this arena?
Beginning October 25, we will form a scriptural framework for racial unity, understand what racism is from a
biblical perspective, and discover that the gospel of Jesus Christ brings people together under his Lordship,
despite culture, background, gender, and even race. This barrier-breaking reality is at the heart of God’s
mission—that people from every tribe, tongue, and nation will gather to worship Jesus!

Come Back Participate Guide Survey
If you participated in our Come Back study at Troy UMC, either individually or in a
group, we need your feedback!
•
This week, please take about 10 minutes to complete the survey we shared in
the eReach and on Facebook.
•
Please consider leaving a 5-star review on Amazon.

Introducing Our New Administrative Assistant, Marie Brown!
A native of Godfrey, Illinois, Marie graduated from SIUE with degrees in Music
Education and Music Performance. She has a studio of cello students she teaches
locally; she also teaches for the Kirkwood School District in their beginning string
program. You may have seen Marie playing during worship services throughout the
year. She is excited to be a part of the Troy UMC staff team!

Administrative Assistant
Marie Brown

Our former Administrative Assistant, Courtney Bettis, had been hired as a Summer Intern in 2016 and then
offered a part-time position of Office Assistant while she was going to college. Courtney served the church in
that role until mid-August of this year and was Fields Manager until the end of October. She is now a math
teacher for Lebanon High School. We are all thankful for her hard work and wish her blessings in her new
career.
troyumc.org
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SHARE
Midwest Distribution Food Pack Event | Saturday, November 14
You’ve marked your calendars and now it’s time to sign up! This year, we will be packing meals for over 50,000
people! You and your family, band, or small group are invited to participate in this food packing event on
Saturday, November 14, in the Family Life Center. This is a great opportunity for people of all ages to be the
hands and feet of Jesus to our community!
Please register to volunteer for one or more of the following 90-minute time slots:
•
9-10:30 a.m.
•
11 a.m.-12:30 p.m.
•
1-2:30 p.m.
•
3-4:30 p.m.
To reserve a spot for yourself, family, or group, go to troyumc.eventbrite.com. We’ll set you at a table socially
distanced from anyone outside of your family group, and there will be good air flow through the FLC. Masks are
required for this event, and we will have them available at the door if you forget yours. If you’d like more
information, please reach out to Bonnie at bonnie@troyumc.org.

Photos from last year’s food packing event.
troyumc.org
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SHARE CONT’D
The holidays are approaching, and we have several opportunities for you to give back and make a difference locally,
regionally, and globally!
Share Thanksgiving | November 22
Our annual Share Thanksgiving event is a local ministry opportunity. You can give to this event by purchasing groceries,
giving financially, or by volunteering your time.
•
Donate groceries: You can find a list of the needed groceries at troyumc.org/missions. We ask that you let us know
what you plan to donate (fill out the Share Thanksgiving form on the church app or Missions web page).
•
Drop-off: Please drop your grocery donations off at the ballfields on Sunday morning, November 22, between 8 and
10:30 a.m.
•
Financial gift: If you’d like to contribute a financial gift, you can go to our app or troyumc.org/give and select “Share
Thanksgiving” from the Funds drop-down, OR make out a check payable to Troy UMC, memo “Share Thanksgiving.”
•
Volunteer: To volunteer, please contact the office.
Operation Christmas Child
Operation Christmas Child is an opportunity to impact the world on a global scale but in a very personal way. Packing a
shoebox is a chance to show the love of Christ to a child in need. You can pick up your shoebox in the FLC and Sanctuary
foyers on Sunday mornings or anytime during office hours throughout the week.
•
Collection: November 16-23 is collection week. Please drop off your filled shoeboxes in the foyer.
•
How to pack a box: Here is a list of suggested items to fill your shoebox with: samaritanspurse.org/operationchristmas-child/pack-a-shoe-box.
Angel Tree
In the upcoming weeks, you will find Christmas trees in both the FLC and
Sanctuary foyers adorned with angel ornaments. Each ornament represents
a child or older adult; simply take an ornament from the tree to see whom
you will bless this Christmas season!
Angel Tree is a regional ministry opportunity that blesses children that are a
part of the Lessie Bates Davis Neighborhood House and the residents of Liberty Village.
If you are not attending worship at the building, contact the office, and we
will email you an angel ornament.
If you have any questions about these holiday outreach opportunities, please
contact our Minister of Discipleship, Bonnie Abel (bonnie@troyumc.org).

CONNECT
Upcoming Membership Class | November 1
Our next membership class will be Sunday, November 1, from 12:30-1:30 p.m. Please email bonnie@troyumc.org and get
signed up for this online class. We will meet via Zoom, and you will receive an email with the link and password along with a
resource guide and videos as soon as you sign up. The three teaching videos and resource guide will take approximately
one hour for you to delve into prior to our meeting. Please be sure to sign up even if you have previously told a staff member that you are interested in this class so we can get you all the details you will need.
Looking to Connect?
Are you still thinking about joining a band? Would you like to be in fellowship with others in a journey group? It’s never too
late! We completed the Comeback series, so journey groups and bands will be moving into new studies! If you’d like to get
connected or you have questions, please don’t hesitate to reach out to Bonnie or Pastor Andy. We love answering questions
as you ponder what your next step in your journey with Jesus might look like.

troyumc.org
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JOURNEY KIDS
Did you know you have four options to get the most out of children's ministry during this season?
1. Online via our weekly newsletter. Watch the videos, then use the parent guides to talk with your child for an additional
few minutes about the week's lesson.
2. Monthly "take-out church" box. You still watch the video links in the newsletter, but the other resources, activities,
games, or crafts are right there in your box (email christine@troyumc.org if you would like one).
3. Busy bags during all four Sunday services. Look by the check-in area for a bin labeled "busy bags." Each bag has
crayons, coloring sheets, busy activities, and fruit snacks.
4. Sunday morning. Please pre-register your children to attend nursery, preschool, or elementary during the 9 a.m. or
10:45 a.m. service at troyumc.eventbrite.com. Please try to register by Thursday each week so we can have all the
materials ready for your child.

NEW LIFE STUDENT MINISTRY
Troy UMC’s New Life Student Ministry (NLSM) provides each student opportunities to journey with Jesus through worship,
engaging the Scriptures, and serving others. Student ministries include Sunday Morning Worship, Sunday Night Confirmation Class, Wednesday Night Youth Group, and monthly special events (service projects, conferences, and recreation).
In November, NLSM has a variety of opportunities for students to grow in faith and be involved in the life of the church!
Wednesday Night Youth Group
Students can meet in-person or online for Youth Group.
Wednesday Night Schedule
5:30-6:30 p.m. Sr. High Praise Band
Family Life Center
5:30-6:30 p.m. Jr. Praise Band
Children’s Area
6:30-7:00 p.m. Worship – All Students
Family Life Center and Facebook Live
6:50-7:45 p.m. High School (HS) Students
Family Life Center
6:50-7:45 p.m. Middle School (MS) Students Children’s Area
6:50-7:45 p.m. Online Small Group
Zoom Meeting
Themes for November
IT’S PERSONAL: A Series about Zacchaeus
READ: Luke 19:1-10
Remember this: “For the Son of Man came to seek and save those who are lost.” – Luke 19:10
November 4
It’s personal because Jesus understands your story.
November 11 It’s personal because Jesus loves you no matter what.
November 18 It’s personal because Jesus knows your potential.
November 25 NO Youth Group – Thanksgiving Holiday
Safety Guidelines
•
We practice social distancing require face masks.
•
We provide online access for students at home.
•
If you have a fever or feel sick, please stay at home.
2021 Confirmation Class
Confirmation fall sessions will come to a close before Thanksgiving with the following lessons:
November 8
Session 10: The Local Church
Unit 3: OUR LIFE TOGETHER
Session 11: The Connection
November 15 Session 12: Simple Worship
Session 13: Music and Lyrics
Our 2021 Confirmands include: Andrew Adams, Luci Klingensmith, Drake Luebbert, Jackson Reiter, Reid Repp, Rex Repp,
Declan Rose, Marek Rose, Derrian Sanders, Blaine Stolle, and Jack Wilbur.
High School Confirmation Student Leaders are: Megan Darby, Eli Kraabel, Anna Leitner, Ruby Price, and Abi Zajac.
Confirmation sessions resume January 3, 2021.
troyumc.org
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NLSM CONT’D
November Special Events
IGNITION Middle School Conference
•
Presented by Harvest Ministry at Troy UMC
•
Sunday, November 1, 3–5:45 PM
•
$10/student with student registration
•
Students may attend in-person or online
•
See details and register at this link: harvestministryteams.com/ignition
Midwest Distribution Food Pack Event (see page 4)
This is a great opportunity for students to get involved on mission with the church!
Share Thanksgiving (see page 5)
This is another excellent opportunity for students to volunteer to sort food, pack boxes, and help deliver
them after Sunday worship on November 22.

UNITED METHODIST WOMEN
UMW Monthly Meeting | Thursday, November 12, at 1 p.m. in the Family Life Center
This is World Thank Offering month, and our guest speaker will be Pastor Dan Perry. The UMW also want to
thank each and every one of you who contributed to the No Bake Bake Sale, general donations, Oasis Women's
Center, and to the ongoing nut sales that drive funds to important missions efforts.
Fall/Winter Fundraiser: Holiday Nut Sale
The UMW are now taking orders for cashews and mixed nuts. These nuts have been very popular for holiday
gatherings or as gifts.
•
•

•
•

•

Price: $11 per 1-lb. bag
Choices: Toasted & salted cashews, gourmet mixed nuts, mammoth pecan halves, and medium pecan pieces
(limited pecan quantities available).
Payment: Required in advance (make checks payable to Troy UMW)
Order: By November 13, email your order to Diane Jones (drasplicajones@gmail.com) OR fill out and mail in
the form on the back page of this newsletter.
Delivery: Late November

All proceeds go to the many missions sponsored by the UMW, including Lessie Bates Davis Neighborhood
House, Oasis Women’s Center, Cunningham Children’s Home, Midwest Mission Distribution Center, Ministries
Unlimited, Spero Family Services, and Red Bird Mission. Due to COVID-19, this is the only fundraiser the UMW
will be able to hold this year.

troyumc.org
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Church Information
Phone (618) 667-6241
Fax (618) 667-7748
troyumc.org
Staff
*Senior Pastor
Andy Adams
*Associate Pastor, Student Ministry
Kurt Stone
*Care Pastor
Dan Perry
*Minister of Modern Worship Arts
Tim Price
*Director of Traditional Worship Arts
Emily Ottwein
*Director of Children's Ministry
Christine Lippert
*Director of Communications
Anna Belmonte
*Minister of Discipleship
Bonnie Abel
*St. Jacob Ministry Leader
Clint Benesh
*Director of 1st Step Learning Center
Lisa Rayle
*Office Manager
Sharie Meyer
*Administrative Assistant
Marie Brown
*Accompanist
Mike Rogier
*Production Coordinator
Josh Case
Worship Tech Coordinator
Nick Tipton
Custodians
David Barr, Loren Fear, Penny Stone,
Noah Durbin
*Staff E-mail [firstname]@troyumc.org

Connect with us!
@troyumc

NOVEMBER SCHEDULE HIGHLIGHTS
Date

Event

Nov. 1

Membership Class (see page 5)

Nov. 1

IGNITION Middle School Conference (see page 7)

Nov. 12

UMW monthly meeting (see page 7)

Nov. 13

Deadline to order holiday cashews & mixed nuts

Nov. 14

Midwest Distribution Food Pack Event (see page 4)

Nov. 16

Blood Drive

Nov. 16-23

Operation Christmas Child shoebox collection (see
page 5)

Nov. 22

Share Thanksgiving (see page 5)

Purchase Pecans/Cashews/Mixed Nuts
Cut out and complete the form below and mail it, along with payment, to
Diane Jones (131 Cedar Lane, Glen Carbon, IL, 62034). Make checks
payable to Troy UMW.

United Methodist Women Fundraiser
Nut Order Form
$11 per 1-lb. bag
Name:
Phone:
Email:
Toasted, Salted Cashews:

# bags

Gourmet Mixed Nuts:

# bags

Mammoth Pecan Halves:

# bags

Medium Pecan Pieces:

# bags

Total Order Amount: $

