
 

 

April 28th – Confirmation Sunday – Combined Worship at 10am 

Join us at 10am in the Family Life Center to honor our 2019 Confirmation class 

and reflect on Jesus’ call to follow him. Together we will worship and celebrate 

holy communion as well as support nine of our youth as they confirm their 

faith and become members of our church. We will also welcome more than a 

dozen other new members and their families that morning! 

 

This group of confirmands began meeting together last October. They have 

met weekly on Sunday nights to have their faith molded and shaped. They’ve 

also taken two retreats including one in March to Little Grassy United 

Methodist Camp near Makanda, Illinois. In addition to building community 

and connecting with God in nature at Little Giant State Park, the students 

served at “Joe’s Mall” and worshiped with Jesus Es El Senor (Jesus is Lord) 

United Methodist Church in Cobden, Illinois.  

 

Let’s all come together to worship God and uphold the next generation on 

this meaningful Sunday. 
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Students: Elaina, Ella, Riley, Phoebe, 
Alec, Austin, Alex 

Not pictured: Roxy Daugherty, Margaret 
Paty, and Caleb Durbin 

Students: Caleb Durbin, Phoebe Feldman, 
Ella Buck, Riley Bryant, Abi Zajac*, Megan 
Darby*, Alex Brault, Alec Kennett, Margaret 
Paty, Eli Kraabel*, Riley Bryant 

                * High School Student Leaders 

Not Pictured: Roxy Daugherty, Elaina 
Meznarich 



 

 

 

Easter Reflections 

I’ve waited until the last minute to finish this newsletter article in order to share about our amazing 

Easter worship services this past weekend. It was a full morning for sure, but my heart was even more 

full by the time I left for home. Here were some of the highlights for me. 

• Our Care Pastor, Rev. Dan Perry, gave a fantastic message at our Sunrise Service. He reminded us 

all that God is full of great surprises! 

• Our cook, and do-it-all servant, Loren Fear, prepared an amazing breakfast. I probably ate a little 

too much bacon and monkey bread coffee cake, but I have no regrets! If you get a chance, tell 

Loren, thank you, for serving us all by filling our bellies.  

• I was encouraged to see each worship service packed out. We hosted 993 people in attendance 

during the beautiful morning! We had another 134 people worship with us at our Good Friday 

service. What an amazing weekend! 

• Our worship teams brought their best in offering to the Risen Lord. Emily Ottwein and Mike 

Rogier accompanied by the vocal and bell choirs and brass led us to the throne of Jesus. Tim Price 

and support staff of Drew Allsman, Ava Andrews, Joshua Case and Nick Tipton along with a great cast of volunteers in the 

worship band and tech teams ushered us into God’s presence. I sang my heart out and loved every moment! 

• Our children’s ministry hosted 89 kids and volunteers on Sunday. Thank you to our Director of Children’s Ministry, Sarah 

Bohnenstiehl, for sacrificing her own opportunity to worship in order to point our kids to Jesus. We also have a dedicated 

nursery staff led by Kim Barnes who chased around several little ones. I loved seeing the pictures from the morning. 

• Speaking of pictures, I couldn’t get enough of everyone’s pictures uploaded to Facebook on Palm Sunday and Easter. Great 

job, Dave DeRemer and team! 

• I heard that St. Jacob and Worden also hosted good crowds celebrating the Empty Tomb on Sunday. Clint Benesh and Rev. 

Kurt Stone proclaimed the Risen Savior at each of those locations respectively.  

• Of course, I like many of you were heartbroken to hear about the bombings of churches in Sri Lanka on Easter morning. 

Although I wasn’t aware of it until after worship, I heard that Pastor David Roderick lifted them up in prayer at our 10:45am 

worship. Please keep praying for these brothers and sisters in Christ around the world. 

• As I’m acknowledging our top-notch staff team at Troy UMC, I don’t want to leave out Sharie Meyer and Courtney Bettis who 

hung out late on Saturday making sure the lilies were delivered and all our publications were ready. Also, our custodial team 

of David Barr and Jake Wetterlin had the facilities looking great! And I loved seeing Lisa Rayle and her family in the front row 

at 9:00am worship. Thank you for all you do! 

I can’t tell you enough how much I love sharing the good news of Jesus Christ. I had fun on Easter! God was present. And at least 

a handful of people responded to the gospel and experienced an eternity changing ‘moment’ of receiving God’s grace! For my 

part, these are some of the wonderful memories that I won’t soon forget. He is Risen! 
 

Faithfully, 

A MESSAGE FROM PASTOR ANDY  

Worship Services 

March 

Average 

2019 

Average 

8:00am 37 39 

9:00am 141 140 

10:15am 115 119 

10:45am 66 82 

Sunday Children 59 54 

Wednesday Youth 36 39 

St. Jacob 10:15am 17 16 

Dinner Church  22 22 

Ash Wednesday (3/6) 140  

Total Weekly Worship: 513 516 

Senior Pastor 

Rev. Dr. Andy Adams 
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On Ramp and Membership Class 

Are you new to Troy UMC?  Interested in becoming a member?  We’d love to spend some time 

with you to talk about our mission and vision to CONNECT, GROW, SERVE, SHARE & 

WORSHIP!  You are invited to attend our next On-Ramp Newcomer’s Orientation will be Sunday, 

May 19th from 12:00-2:00pm.  Lunch will be served and childcare can be available, if needed.  In 

addition to that, you are also invited to attend the next Membership Class on Sunday, June 9th 

from 12:00-2:00pm.  (NOTE: This was previously-scheduled and advertised for June 2
nd

 but now 

rescheduled for June 9th).  RSVP to dave@troyumc,org or andy@troyumc.org to sign up!  Please include any dietary restrictions 

or need for childcare so we can ensure menu items and staff are available. 

 

Did you know we are on Facebook? 

The Troy UMC facebook page is full or inspirational, motivating, and informative content!  You can SHARE in 

prayer, share and view photos, and even sign up and buy tickets for church events.  Make our facebook 

page and daily part of your routine!  Go to:  www.facebook.com/troyumc and click on the “Like” and 

“Follow” buttons to experience all the amazing things happening at Troy UMC! 

 

Connections Cards 

Thank you for the great response to our new CONNECTIONS cards!  Please 

remember to continue to fill out the cards to let us know where you’d like to 

SERVE.  Include your name, phone number and email (even if you’re a member) so 

we can put you in touch with the right people to get you started!  If you have any 

questions, please email: dave@troyumc.org for more info. 

 

United Methodist Women 

Troy UMW will be visiting Samaritan House in Granite City, IL on Thursday, May 9th.  The church bus will leave at 9:30am, tour the 

Samaritan House (a mission we support), have lunch at the Garden Gate Tea Room, and return to church around 2:00pm. 

Cost:  $5.00 for bus plus lunch. For those of you that have not signed up, please call Rita Brandt at (618)667-2123 or e-mail at 

ritabrandt@charter.net by Friday, May 3rd. The evening Fellowship Circle will meet on Thursday, May 16 at 7:00pm in Room 241. 
 

Also, the UMW Mississippi River District Spring meeting is Saturday, May 4th at Signal Hill UMC, Belleville, IL.  If you wish to go 

and have not signed up, please call Libby Gregg at (618)954-6263 or e-mail her at lgregg129@gmail.com by Friday, May 3rd. To 

UMW Members: Collections are underway to take to district for Lessie Bates Davis Neighborhood House which are Boy/Girl T-

Shirts (any size) and Men's underwear (any size) and for Cunningham Children's Home which are Toothpaste, Box Tops for 

Education and gifts cards from Dollar Tree, McDonalds, and Walmart. Please leave your donations in the mission collection area 

of the church.  For gift cards, leave them with the church office assistants or UMW officers. Thank you for giving! 

CONNECT 

We invite you to: 
 Connect to God and our faith community 

 Grow into a wholehearted follower of Jesus 

 Serve with your God-given gifts and passions 

 Share God’s love regionally and globally 

 Worship God in everything you say and do 

Our mission is to invite people on a journey with Jesus!  
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Mission 1:8 Next Steps 

Thank you for your generous giving to our general budget so far in 2019. 

Your giving supports our Mission 1:8 ministry initiatives shared with the 

congregation last fall. In March, our Church Council took some important 

next steps toward these initiatives by establishing a “Master Plan” Team. Over 

the next 10-12 months this team will receive input from our leadership, staff 

and congregation, visit other church facilities, and hire and work with an 

architect to assess our overall ministry needs and develop a building and 

ground master plan as we live into God’s vision for our future. If you have thoughts and ideas that you would like to share with 

the team, you can email masterplan@troyumc.org. Here are the team members who represent a broad spectrum of our 

congregation: 

 

Barb Buck – 9am service, worship team, mission team, journey group leader, parent of youth 

Deb Ellis – 9am service, church council, lay leader, coordinator of journey groups 

Mickey Jackson – 10:15am service, church council, finance team chair, youth Sunday school teacher 

Mark Kleindorfer – 8am/10:15am service, church council, choir, journey group member 

Becky Luebbert – 9am service, new member in 2017, staff parish team, mission team, parent of elementary and middle 

schooler 

Don Satterlee – 9am/10:15am service, church council, annual conference rep, security team leader 

David VanMiddendorp – 9am/10:45am service, church council, parent of middle schoolers, youth volunteer 

Heather Wickersham – 10:45am service, church council, parent of preschoolers, children’s ministry volunteer 

 

These are exciting times at Troy UMC! Keep praying for our church to live into God’s vision for our future and please add this 

team’s work to your prayers too! 
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GROW 

Married People Ministry 

Whether you have been married 1 year or 50 Troy United Methodist would like to help you continue to grow and strengthen 

your relationship with your spouse! Here are two opportunities to be part of this new ministry: 

1. If you are interested in receiving a marriage ministry monthly email-newsletter and invitations to other events, please 

email marriage@troyumc.org to sign up! 

2. Participate in our next Date Night on Saturday, June 22nd from 5:30-8:30pm. Registration is not yet open, but you can save 

the date. Once registration is open, you can sign up to receive a date assignment and freely provided childcare at the 

church building. Stay tuned for more details! 

 

Vacation Bible School 

We want to invite you to check out our Vacation Bible School this summer!  It’s an awesome week 

of fun, learning and loving God! Vacation Bible School will be July 15-19th from 9:00am – 12:00pm. 

Online registration is a available, visit troyumc.org/vbs to register.  

Mission 1:8  
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Volunteer at Recreation Camp 

We are looking for people who like to play games, yard games that is!  Our summer recreation 

camp for ages 1
st
-5

th
 grade will be June 3-6.  We will gather each day from 9:00-11:30 am for fun 

games, snacks and devotions.  Examples could include Giant Connect 4, Giant Jenga, Gaga Pit, 

Croquet, Bocce, Frisbee Golf, Washers, etc. The purpose of this camp is for kids to learn games 

they can play for a lifetime.  If you are available to help in any way, please contact David Roderick 

david@troyumc.org. 

 

Boy Scouts Trivia Night 

Mark your calendar for the Boy Scouts annual Trivia Night on May 4, 2019 in the Family Life 

Center. Doors open at 6:00pm. To reserve a table, contact Toyi Reinneck at 618-978-0783 or 618-

978-2044.   

SHARE - OUTREACH 

 

Minister of Outreach and Mission 

David Roderick 

SHARE - MISSION 

May Mission Focus - Summer Lunch Program 

Twigs 

Twigs was started in 2011 by Lisa Guilliams, Pastor of Trinity United Methodist Church 

in Granite City, and provided 2,513 lunches at 4 locations in Granite City. In 2017 they 

distributed 103,871 lunches at 46 locations in 32 communities in the Metro-East. To 

learn more about Twigs: 

Volunteers are needed to distribute lunches on Fridays during the summer and to 

help with the ‘pack-a-sack’ program during the school year. They also accept 

donations (see below). 

To volunteer: Contact Gerry Lentz at 618-346-0714. 

To donate: Add any donation to your normal offering. Please indicate ‘Twigs’ and the additional amount on the envelope. 

Any amount contributed will be included in your annual giving summary. 

 

St. Jacob 

St. Jacob participates in the Twigs program and volunteers are needed to distribute food one day a week. 

To volunteer: Contact Clint Benesh (clint@troyumc.org) 

To donate: See the donation information for ‘Twigs’ above 

 

Troy Summer Food Program 

Troy UMC participates in the Troy Summer Food Program, which is a cooperative effort among the churches of Troy. Volunteers 

are needed to make the lunches at Troy UMC on Sunday and to distribute the lunches on Monday. You may volunteer for either 

or both activity. You can also make a donation of gift cards to Walmart or Aldi as directed below. 

To volunteer for Sunday lunch preparation: Contact David Roderick (david@troyumc.org). 

To volunteer for Monday lunch distribution: Contact David Roderick (david@troyumc.org).  

To donate: You can purchase gift cards to Walmart or Aldi and give them to David Roderick. If you want the value of the 

gift cards to be included in your annual summary of giving, please be sure to put the cards in an envelope with your 

name and amount. Please do not put the gift cards in the offering plate. 
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Upcoming Worship Schedule Highlights 

April 28
th

 – 10:00am Confirmation Sunday – See front page for more details 

May 5
th

 – 10:45am – 2019 Graduate Recognition – We will recognize graduating high school and college students during our 

10:45am service in the Family Life Center. We will offer a delicious lunch immediately following worship for students, parents and 

members of their family. 

May 19
th

 – Beginning of a New Series – You have the gifts to be part of a winning team, but will 

you get out of the stands and onto the field? No matter who you are, your role is crucial to the 

purpose of the Church. When you said YES to Jesus, you were DRAFTED into the body of Christ. 

Join us as we explore all that means and answer Jesus’ call!  

JOURNEY KIDS MINISTRY 

New Children’s Ministry Director  

We are excited to announce the hiring of Jill Waldis as our Director of Children’s Ministry! Her 

official first day will be Monday, May 13th. In her position she will oversee ministry to our youngest 

attenders from birth through fifth grade! You can send a note of welcome to her new email 

address, jill@troyumc.org! 
 

Jill is from Mascoutah. She and her husband, Mark, have been married for 33 years. They have two 

married children Zachary and Caitlin. They have four amazing grandchildren Miriam, Claire, Mark, 

Ruby and one on the way in May! Jill was raised in the Methodist Church in Southern Illinois with 

Jim Sloan being her most influential pastor. Jill held a similar position at Bethel UMC in Mascoutah 

from 2011-2016. She loves going to the YMCA, cooking for anyone, baking pies and hanging out 

with friends, old and new! 
 

New Curriculum Reveal 

Sunday, June 2nd, 12:00 – 1:00pm, Family Life Center 

Jill Waldis brings five years of experience leading a thriving children’s ministry using “Orange” Curriculum. The idea of Orange 

is that it is the intersection between the light of Christ in the church (yellow) and the heart of the family (red). Orange is designed 

to be a fun and engaging curriculum that is easy for volunteers to lead and provides resources for parents to continue the 

discipleship of their kids at home. 

Jill is looking forward to sharing the Orange ministry philosophy with parents, current and prospective volunteers and anyone in 

the congregation on Sunday, June 2nd from 12:00 – 1:00pm. Lunch will be provided! This will not be a boring meeting! You will 

get to experience a taste of Orange and catch the vision for the future of our children’s ministry. Kids are welcome too! 
 

Part-Time Nursery Staff 

We are in search of some good people to join our Nursery Staff. These are part-time, hourly positions primarily on Sunday 

mornings, but with occasional opportunities for childcare work throughout the week. You do not need to be a member to apply, 

so spread the word! Responsible volunteers are also appreciated. If you are interested, please email jill@troyumc.org.  
 

Kid’s Summer Camps 

One great way for kids to grow in faith and in friendships is summer church camp! This summer, Journey Kids Ministry will be 

traveling to Beulah Camp in Eldorado, IL. There are two different time age group / time slots: 

Beulah Bible Camp: Monday, June 24 - Thursday, June 27 is for current 4th and 5th graders 

Beulah Beginning Camp: Friday, June 28 - Saturday, June 29 is for current 1st, 2nd and 3rd graders 

If you have questions or need to register, contact Courtney, courtney@troyumc.org. 
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Director of Children’s Ministry  

Jill Waldis 

A big thanks to each person who served during the Easter Season!  It took a small army of 

volunteers to provide hospitality, parking, refreshments, music, teaching, reading, 

greeting, ushering, decorating, serving, security, cleaning and leading! Thanks for using 

your gifts in ministry.  
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With just a few weeks of this school year to complete, summer is on the horizon!  Troy UMC’s 

New Life Student Ministry for all current 6
th

 through 12
th

 graders is geared up for terrific 

summer activities!  Our May through August schedule includes the Sunday Morning Class, a 

Wednesday Night Summer Series of trip and service projects, mission retreat weekend and 

church camp for middle schoolers, and high school Red Bird Mission trip! 

 

Sunday Morning Student Classes  9:00-10:00am Youth Area (Upper Family Life Center) 

MAY: This unit dives into the Book of Romans and showcases Paul’s presentation of the good 

news that salvation is available to all who have faith in Jesus.  Paul acts like a skilled lawyer as he 

makes a case for the gospel to include Gentiles and Jews.  He emphasizes that faith is more than 

simple believing – it requires action!  Therefore we act as a living sacrifice by putting God’s will 

above our own.  Our faith inspires us to use our gifts to bless others as one body in Christ. 
 

JUNE-AUGUST: this quarter will teach how Jesus fulfilled the law in the sense that it was given 

full meaning.  Jesus emphasized the deep, underlying messages of the gospel and this same 

message is continued through the apostle Paul and the writer of Hebrews.  Relationships of faith empower us to live the 

covenant and spread the gospel message. 
 

Bible Lessons 4 Youth is designed to help students understand and apply the Scriptures to their lives, using a “Bible-to-life” 

approach.  The Sunday Morning Student Classes are taught by Carol Sisson, Sharon & Mickey Jackson, and Noah Durbin. 

 

May Special Events 

2019 Graduate Recognition – honoring high school and college graduates! 

Sunday, May 5th   RSVP, no cost 

10:45am Worship, with lunch for graduates and their families plus interested Troy UMC members. 

Elaine Joyce, retired teacher and principal is the keynote luncheon speaker. 

 

Lewis & Clark Adventure (3
rd

 time’s a charm!)  

Saturday, May 11th    RSVP + $40 

ALL Middle & High School Students 

Details to be announced (TBA) 

The trip for all students; includes stops at Camp River Dubois, The Captain’s Return, Burial Sites, and Voyager Canoeing with 

Big Muddy Adventure paddling the last 11 miles of the Missouri River and beyond the Confluence Point of the Mississippi 

River.  See special event flyer for additional details. 

 

Summer Mission Trips & Church Camp! 

June 7-9th: Middle School Summer Weekend Retreat at Midwest Mission Distribution Center (MMDC) in Springfield, IL 

June 23rd-29th: High School Red Bird Mission Trip to southeastern Kentucky 

July 9-13th: Jr. High Alive at Beulah Holiness Camp in Eldorado, IL 

See troyumc.org/students for complete calendar, registration forms, and trip details! 

 

Associate Pastor - Student Ministry 

Rev. Kurt Stone 
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UPCOMING MAY EVENTS 

 

Church Information 

Phone 618-667-6241 

Fax 618-667-7748 

Staff 
*Senior Pastor                              

 Andy Adams 

*Associate Pastor of Outreach and Missions 

 David Roderick 

*Associate Pastor, Student Ministry 

  Kurt Stone 

*Care Pastor 

 Dan Perry 

*Minister of Modern Worship Arts 

 Tim Price 

*Director of Traditional Worship Arts 

 Emily Ottwein 

*Director of Connections  

Dave DeRemer 

*St. Jacob Ministry Leader 

 Clint Benesh 

*Director of 1st Step Learning Center 

 Lisa Rayle 

*Director of Children’s Ministry  

 Sarah Bohnenstiehl 

*Office Manager       

 Sharie Meyer 

  Nursery Manager 

 Kim Barnes

 (kim.barnes@troyumc.org) 

*Administrative Assistant 

 Courtney Bettis  

*Accompanist 

 Mike Rogier 

*Sound Technician 

 Josh Case  

*Worship Design Coordinator 

 Drew Allsman 

  Worship Tech  

 Nick Tipton 

*Worship Intern 

  Ava Andrews 

Custodians     

 David Barr, Loren Fear, Jake Wetterlin  
 

*Staff E-mail [firstname]@troyumc.org 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday School 
8:00am (adult); 9:00am (all ages) 

10:15am & 10:45am (children)   

www.facebook.com/troyumc 

www.twitter.com/troyumc 

www.troyumc.org 

2 Trustees Meeting 7pm (Conference Room) 

4 Triad Pancake Breakfast 8-11am (family Life Center) 

4 Congregation Mission Trip to Midwest Mission Distribution Center 

4 Scouts Trivia Night - Doors Open at 6pm (Family Life Center) 

5 Graduation Sunday - Graduate Lunch at 12pm (Family Life Center) 

7 Mission Team Meeting 7pm (Upper Family Life Center) 

9 Preschool Graduation 6:30-7:45pm (Family Life Center) 

11 NLSM - Lewis & Clark Adventure 

13 Blood Drive 3-6pm  

19 On Ramp Gathering 12-2pm (Upper Family Life Center) 

20 Church Council Meeting 7pm (Rehearsal Room) 
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