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Next Steps in our “Comeback” Plan 
As the state of Illinois enters Phase IV of our re-entry plan, so are our United 
Methodist Churches. Although we won’t be able to immediately return to normal, 
we do have some exciting new steps over the next few months. Here’s a summary: 

• Beginning Sunday, July 5, we will be adding a NEW 9 a.m. outdoor worship 
service in the parking lot. Bring your own lawn chairs, practice social 
distancing, and please wear a mask for this 45-minute worship experience! 
We will continue our 10 a.m. online worship service for those who prefer to join 
in from home. 

• We will continue to offer Communion from Your Car services on Tuesday, July 
7, and Tuesday, August 4, at 6 p.m. in the church parking lots. 

• We will have TWO Comeback Sundays! On Sunday, September 6, we plan to 
offer a single outdoor worship service, and on Sunday, September 13, we will 
reopen in-person worship services in our building on our normal schedule (8 & 
10:15 in the Sanctuary; 9 & 10:45 in the Family Life Center; 10:15 in St. Jacob) 
with the following guidelines: 

• 25% capacity limits: 50 in the Sanctuary and 100 in the Family Life 
Center 

• Social distancing required and masks recommended 

• Advance sign-ups required (you’ll hear more as we get closer) 

• Modified children’s ministry 

• No congregational singing, donuts, handshakes, or Sunday School 
classes (sorry!) 

• Worship areas disinfected between services and common areas 
disinfected during services  

• Student Ministry will be back in person on Wednesday nights in September. 

• Weddings, funerals, or other events must observe social distancing guidelines 
and observe 25% capacity limits. 

• Journey groups, as well as serving and leadership teams, are still 
recommended to meet online, but can return to the building  if adequate 
space is available for your group to meet with social distancing. 

• The Church Office will re-open on July 6 with limited staff hours as some 
continue to work from home. 

In the coming weeks we will share more details about our Comeback preparation 
and what you can expect! 
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Reflections on the Protest in Troy 

On the afternoon of Sunday, June 7, between 150-200 people gathered along Market Street in front of the Troy Municipal 
Building to protest the unjust killing of George Floyd and many other people of color in recent history. Over 10% of those 
who attended call Troy United Methodist Church their home (22 overall). I was among them with the explicit goal of 
supporting our community, listening to those who are hurting, and praying with and for them. For me, it was a positive yet 
difficult experience. The vast majority of those attending were locals between the ages of 15 and 25, and many of them 
expressed tremendous pain. In the final hour of the protest, many shared hurtful experiences they had in our schools and 
community and how they felt unheard and disillusioned. I was able to share that I and many others from Troy UMC were 
there to proclaim that racism is sin and that our church is here to listen to their stories, pray for them, and to share the 
hope we have in Jesus. Many thanked us, and I was privileged to pray for a few people. Here are a few of my observations 
and reflections: 

• I spoke with and prayed for our Mayor and Chief of Police before the protest. Please pray for our leaders as they are 
appalled by police brutality, too. 

• I found I could, with biblical integrity, support about 80% of the chants and signs, although a few of the remaining 20% 
crossed some lines. 

• The large majority of passersby were supportive, although a handful were nasty. 

• I had some very good conversations with some of the protesters and was glad to positively represent Troy UMC to a 
demographic largely unrepresented in our church. 

• The most powerful moment for me occurred when I joined with the protestors lying face down on the ground for 8 
minutes and 46 seconds – the same amount of time that George Floyd had an officer’s knee on his neck. Acts like that 
cannot continue to take place wherever Christ followers are present. 

You may not be aware of our Methodist history, but we have a rich heritage of peacefully working for societal change in 
light of the gospel of Jesus Christ – particularly addressing the sin of racism and slavery. John Wesley’s last letter before 
his death was to William Wilberforce, encouraging him on his efforts to abolish the slave trade. Francis Asbury and 
Thomas Coke, the first Methodist bishops in the United States, condemned slavery. Many Methodists were at the forefront 
of the abolitionist movement. But, unfortunately, many Methodists have been complicit in racial injustice or, at least, 
complacent. We have dark stains in our past that led to African American Methodists leaving the church to start their own, 
church splits over slavery, and our own form of segregation: the creation of the Central Jurisdiction from 1939 to 1968. It is 
my hope and prayer that Christians, particularly Methodists, will work for racial justice and biblical reconciliation with God 
and neighbor and that Troy UMC will do her part. I invite you to join me in prayer as we learn, grow, and seek out more 
opportunities to do just that. 

Faithfully, 

A MESSAGE FROM PASTOR ANDY  
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STRATEGIC STATS 
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WORSHIP 

When your core is strong, your entire body benefits. 
Everyday tasks are easier, you decrease your risk of 
injury, you’re more stable, and you can better 
achieve your other physical goals. The same is true 
for your spiritual life. On our journey with Jesus, 
there are some Core Practices that bear great fruit 
in your life, decrease your risk of losing heart, and 
grow your intimacy with God. Our entire church 
family is invited to develop these Core Practices in 
an intentional way over the next two months. Will 
you join in? Here’s the work-out plan: 

• Sunday Worship – join one of our TWO worship 
services (9 a.m. – outdoors; 10 a.m. – online) in 
July and August as we learn the 8 Core 
Practices. 

• Daily 4:16s – this 15-20 minute spiritual workout 
(Mon-Fri at 4:16 p.m.) will take you deeper in 
some “how-tos” of the 8 Core Practices. 

• Bands – join with 2-3 others in this 2-month 
intensive spiritual workout (read more about 
bands below). 

For more information, visit troyumc.org/bands. 

Photo: Representatives from Troy United Methodist 
Church at the protest in Troy on June 7. 

http://www.troyumc.org/bands


 

 

Join a Band! We are praying that you will join a band during our upcoming Core Practices series.  

• What is a band? A band is a group of 3-4 people of the same gender who meet weekly as a way of intentionally 
growing in their faith. Bands can meet in small, safe groups or via video conferencing.  

• Why call it a “band”? The key to the spiritual revival in England and America during the Great Awakening of the 18th 
century was John Wesley, the father of Methodism, organizing Christians into various small groups called “bands.” The 
purpose was to pursue holiness together in a mutually accountable way with spiritual friends. By ordering people 
according to gender, Christians received an encouraging micro-community that catalyzed their spiritual growth and 
realigned the spiritual trajectory of entire nations. 

• How is a band different from a journey group? Journey groups are typically larger than bands and have a leader who 
facilitates the teaching and discussion around particular content. Bands are only 3-4 people, follow the same format 
for each meeting, and are self-led. 

• What happens in a band meeting? In a band meeting, each participant responds to the same series of questions and 
receives prayer. Each participant takes approximately 20-30 minutes sharing. For more specifics on the questions and 
the flow of a band meeting, go to troyumc.org/bands. 

• Should I be in a band? If you are ready to make an intentional investment in your spiritual life alongside others in 
encouraging, authentic, and accountable community, then YES! 

• Why now? Our church is ready for a Discipleship Revolution in which every member/attender is invited to take 
ownership over their own spiritual growth within community. We hope you get a taste of what a band is like during our 
Core Practices series in July and August so you can decide if you’d like to continue on beyond August (we hope you do!). 

• What are my next steps? If you’re ready to be in a band, your first step is to pray about who to be in a band with. You 
can form your own band with people you already know or ask us to place you in a band with others. Either works just 
fine, but whichever route you choose, please let us know!  

Feel free to contact Bonnie, our Minister of Discipleship, at bonnie@troyumc.org with any questions you may have. We 
believe that being in a band can change your life and transform our church into more wholehearted followers of Jesus!  
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SHARE 

Financial Assistance Fund 

Our Local Ministry Fund is being renamed and renewed to better express it’s missional purpose. The new “Financial 
Assistance Fund” is just that: a resource to assist you when you have a financial need. During the upcoming months, if you 
or someone you know has a need (i.e. rent/utility assistance, groceries, car repairs, etc.), then you can reach out to Bonnie 
at bonnie@troyumc.org or contact the church office. We are here to assist you as we move through these unprecedented 
times together. Remember, we are a church family, and family takes care of each other and our neighbors!  

Summer Lunch Program 
Every summer, Troy UMC joins with other local churches to provide lunches to children and families in our area. The 
summer lunch program has helped many families throughout the summer, but this year’s a little different – the ongoing 
pandemic has created an overwhelming need for meals. So, we’re asking for YOUR help to meet the need. Please see our 
program locations and greatest needs below. If you can fill a need, please contact the location leader. Thank you for your 
generosity!     

Troy St. Jacob Granite City 

Funding needed Funding needed Volunteers needed 

Meets Mondays, 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. Meets Mondays & Fridays Meets Mondays, 11 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 

Contact Bonnie at bonnie@troyumc.org Contact Clint at clint@troyumc.org   Contact Gerry Lentz at (305) 619-0123 

http://www.troyumc.org/bands
mailto:bonnie@troyumc.org
mailto:bonnie@troyumc.org
mailto:bonnie@troyumc.org
mailto:clint@troyumc.org
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UNITED METHODIST WOMEN 

Since the United Methodist Women were unable to host the Spaghetti Dinner and Silent Auction this year due to COVID-19, 
we are instead holding a "No Bake, Bake Sale” through September.  With this “bake sale,” you donate a monetary amount 
equal to what it takes for you to bake your favorite dessert (plus your time). Your donation goes to the UMW missions fund, 
which helps local and regional missions. 

Please send your donation (made payable to Troy UMW) to Becky Rushing, Treasurer, 309 E. Center Street, Troy, IL   62294, 
or send it to the church to the care of the UMW. You do not have to be a UMW member to donate. Thank you! 

Blessings,  

Troy UMW Board 

Thank you to everyone who came out to surprise the 
Rodericks with a car parade! It was a joy to bless 
Pastor David and his family as they begin their new 
appointment.  

 

Photo credit: Tina Benesh 



 

 

JOURNEY KIDS 

 

Director of 1st Step Learning Center 

Lisa Rayle 
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As the world slowly begins to re-open, summer still won’t look the same for many families. That’s why our children’s 
ministry will continue to provide weekly curriculum through lesson plans and videos, God Times to carry the lesson 
throughout the week, and other parent and faith resources via newsletters and social media.  

Children’s Ministry will hold Tuesday Zoom meetings to talk about the past Sunday’s lesson. There will be two meeting 
time options: a morning time that Miss Christine encourages Preschoolers to attend and an evening time for elementary 
kids. Keep an eye on your weekly newsletter for the Zoom invite!  

Don’t forget to keep logging your child’s Bible reading time! Remember, when you turn in those summer Bible reading 
challenge packets in August, there will be a special prize for your youngster! 

As of now, there are 84 kids registered for Vacation Bible 
School! This is incredible! We had to make our VBS virtual 
this summer so families could worship and have fun together 
in the safety of their own homes. Please pray for our 
children’s ministry the week of July 13 as we provide a fun 
and faith-filled week to our youngsters from a distance. You 
can pick up your VBS family box at church on Tuesday, July 
7, which is Communion evening. After you experience 
worship from your car, you will follow the parking attendants 
to exit, but instead of going right to leave the church, you 
will turn left to come back through the Sanctuary circle 
drive to grab your VBS box. If you can’t make it to 
Communion, you may still come by the church 7-7:30 that 
evening to get your box. Thursday, July 9, Christine will also 
be at the front Sanctuary entrance from 3 to 5 p.m. to hand out family boxes. If neither of these times work for you, please 
reach out to Christine so we can arrange something else. We cannot wait to FOCUS on Jesus for VBS 2020! 

As always, reach out to Christine at christine@troyumc.org if you haven’t yet been added to our children’s newsletter email 
list, and make sure to follow TUMC Children’s Ministry on Facebook. 

1ST STEP LEARNING CENTER 

1st Step Learning Center has been closed since mid-March due to COVID-19.  So, we are excited to be getting ready to open 
our doors again!  Our teachers cannot wait to see all of those smiling faces again! 

Our June camp was pushed back to August, and we’re still on for our July camp as well. If you were signed up, you will 
receive an email very soon with the details for both of these camps.  You will also receive information on all of the extra 
steps we are taking to follow the guidelines we have been given. 

As we look towards the start of our 2020/2021 school year, we have been working hard to put new procedures in place to 
keep everyone safe.  We have pushed our start and end dates out two weeks.   

Our first day of school will be Tuesday, September 1.  A few of the procedures are: 

• We have condensed our 2’s classes into one class in order to help us keep all toys and 
spaces clean, sanitized, and used by only one class.   

• We have added extra cleaning and sanitizing throughout each school day.  

• We will also avoid having school-wide events for the foreseeable future. 

• All staff will wear masks while indoors and will have temperature checks at the be-
ginning of each school day. 

• Parents will not be allowed inside the building. We’ll give all families a drop-off and 
pick-up procedure guide before the start of the school year. 

We still have a few spots open, so if you are interested or know someone else who is, 
please call (618) 667-6241 ext. 13 or email Lisa at lisa@troyumc.org today to ensure a 
spot. Of course, none of us know what the future may hold, but we hope with these proce-
dures in place that we can begin the new year with as much normalcy as possible.  

mailto:christine@troyumc.org
mailto:lisa@troyumc.org


 

 

NEW LIFE STUDENT MINISTRY 
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Wednesday Night Youth Group 

Free People is our first theme using the Orange curriculum for students.  This is a study of 
Paul’s letter to the church in Galatia. Clint Benesh is coordinating the transition to Orange and 
resourcing the Small Group Leaders.  We will continue meeting via Zoom for the month of July 
(see below).  

It’s easy to see faith as just a list of "dos" and "don’ts" we have to keep in order to make God 
happy. But what if this view of faith is missing the mark? In the Free People series, as we take 
a look at Paul’s letter to the church in Galatia, we will discover Jesus did not come to keep us 
captive to a list of rules. In fact, just the opposite is true! Because of Jesus, we get to live as 
free people. 
Free People Series Schedule 

July 01                   Galatians 1:10; 6:4-5       Free people live for Him, not them.                          

July 08                   Galatians 6:7-9                Free people know their now affects their later.  

July 15                   Galatians 5:13-15             Free people put others first.                                        

July 22                   Galatians 5:22-23           Free people stay close to the Source of their 
freedom. 

Explained: A Series About the Bible 

July 27                   John 1:1; Colossians 1:15        The point of the Bible is to know God better. 

 

Wednesday Schedule – at home via Zoom 

6:30-7:10 p.m. | Worship, Lesson, & Prayer for ALL STUDENTS 

Zoom ALL STUDENTS                     

Meeting ID: 245 085 454                

Password: 541799 

7:15-7:55 p.m. | Small Group – Activity & Discussion for High School Students 

Zoom HIGH SCHOOL GROUP       

Meeting ID: 863 8379 9347           

Password: 685725 

7:15-7:55 p.m. | Small Group – Discussion & Activity for Middle School Students 

Zoom MIDDLE SCHOOL GROUP  

Meeting ID: 969 726 252                

Password: 944915 

 

SERVICE PROJECT: St. Louis Area Foodbank Mobile Pantry 

Wednesday, July 8 from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. in Hardin, IL (typically done by noon) 
Parents and students are invited to voluanteer with another food distribution. 
Hardin is 1 hour and 15 minutes from the church; since we can’t use the church 
bus yet, you’ll have to provide your own transportation. Bring a mask to wear 
during the distribution. Arrive by 9 a.m., and meet us in the large parking lot by 
Illinois Riverdock Restaurant (501 S Park St, Hardin, IL 62047).  If you plan to vol-
unteer, please RSVP with Rev. Kurt Stone—(618) 407-7586. 

New Life Student Ministry Bike Ride 

Sunday, July 26 from 4 to 5:30 p.m. in Edwardsville, IL 
Parents, students, and siblings are welcome to ride a 6-mile loop on the Madison 
County Bikeway Trails. Bring your own bike and helmet, and meet us at Hoppe 
Park, Watershed Nature Center (1571 Tower Avenue, Edwardsville, IL  62025). 

 

Photos: Students helping at the St. Louis Area Foodbank food distribution on 
June 3 in Hardin, IL. 
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Staff 
 
*Senior Pastor                           
 Andy Adams 
*Associate Pastor, Student Ministry 
  Kurt Stone 
*Care Pastor 
 Dan Perry 
*Minister of Modern Worship Arts 
 Tim Price 
*Director of Traditional Worship Arts 
 Emily Ottwein 
*Director of Children's Ministry 
 Christine Lippert 
*Director of Communications  
 Anna Belmonte 
*Minister of Discipleship 
 Bonnie Abel 
*St. Jacob Ministry Leader 
 Clint Benesh 
*Director of 1st Step Learning Center 
 Lisa Rayle 
*Office Manager       
 Sharie Meyer 
*Administrative Assistant 
 Courtney Bettis  
*Accompanist 
 Mike Rogier 
*Sound Technician 
 Josh Case  
Worship Tech Coordinator  
 Nick Tipton 
Custodians     
 David Barr, Loren Fear, Penny Stone, 

Noah Durbin 
 

*Staff E-mail [firstname]@troyumc.org 
 
 
 
 
Connect with us! 
 
@troyumc 

CONNECT 

Date Event 

July 2 Church office closed 

July 5 NEW 9 a.m. outdoor worship services begin, in addition to 10 
a.m. online service—see front page 

July 6-9 Zoom Q&A Conversations with Pastor Andy—see below 

July 7 Communion from Your Car—6 p.m in the church parking lots 

July 8 Student Ministry service project—see page 7 

July 13-17 Virtual VBS—see page 6 

Week of 
July 19 

The Sanctuary will be open for prayer—see below 

July 26 Student Ministry bike ride—see page 7 

JULY SCHEDULE HIGHLIGHTS 

Purposeful Prayer as We Come Back to Church 

On Sunday, July 19, we will hear about the Core Practice of Prayer and the im-
portance of prayer in our personal life and the life of the church. Therefore, the 
week following the 19th, we will open the Sanctuary for prayer and contemplation.  

In the upcoming weeks, you will have the opportunity to sign up for a time slot to 
come to the church and pray during that week. There will be a staff member pre-
sent if you would like someone to pray with you. This is an opportunity for individu-
als or families to come and pray as we prepare our hearts for what God is doing in 
our midst.  

Oswald Chambers said, “Prayer does not fit us for the greater work; prayer is the 
greater work.” So, lets get to work, church family! 

 

Zoom Conversation and Q&A with Pastor Andy  

We miss connecting with you and want to make sure that all of your questions are 
answered about the life of our church. No topics are off-limit! Each session (below) 
has limited capacity, so sign up now by contacting sharie@troyumc.org or calling 
618-667-6241. 

Monday, July 6 | 9 to 10 a.m. 

Tuesday, July 7 | 11 a.m. to 12 p.m. 

Wednesday, July 8 | 3 to 4 p.m. 

Thursday, July 9 | 6 to 7 p.m. 

Thursday, July 9 | 7:30 to 8:30 p.m. 

mailto:sharie@troyumc.org

