
 

 

You’ve been Drafted! 

We are rapidly coming to the end of our “Drafted” message 

series which has been revolutionary for our church community. 

Troy United Methodist Church has always had many unpaid 

servants, but as our ministry and outreach has grown, we’ve 

had many new opportunities emerge. And in this series alone 

we’ve had over 50 new volunteer roles filled – many by first 

timers! Praise God! 

 

Ministry Placement Class 

If you’d like to go deeper in discovering your spiritual gifts, personal 

style and passion, consider attending our upcoming Ministry 

Placement Class. This is a six-session class on Sundays in August 

(11th, 18th & 25th) and September (8th, 15th and 22nd) from  

10:30-11:45am. To sign up for the class, contact Deb Inman 

(deblaymin@gmail.com) or the church office at (618) 667-6241. 

 

Volunteer Party 

It’s because of YOU that the ministry of Jesus continues to change 

lives through our church. And our staff team wants to say THANK 

YOU! You and your family are invited to a special Volunteer 

Appreciation Picnic on June 30th from 4:00-6:00pm at the 

Recreation Complex. We want to say, “job well done.” You do so 

much for us and our church community, we would like to show you 

how appreciative we are. There will be food, games and lots of fun. Bring a lawn chair 

and come prepared to play GaGa (look it up), Giant Jenga, Connect 4, and more! RSVP 

to sharie@troyumc.org or on Facebook is appreciated, but not required. 

 

June 30th – Family Services 

Sunday morning, June 30th, each of our four worship times will be 

“Family Services” where children will accompany their parents to 

worship. Nursery and middle/high school will be offered, but our 

preschool and elementary ministry will not be offered.  

 

Parent Cue App 

And parents, this is a perfect time to download the Parent Cue App! 

When you link up with Troy United Methodist Church, you will be 

able to access the teaching videos from each Sunday along with 

follow up questions so you can nurture your kids’ spiritual lives at 

home. Don’t miss this fantastic and FREE tool. 
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Unstoppable God! 

In our 9:00 and 10:45 worship services on Father’s Day, the band led us in the song, Unstoppable God. 

One of the lines in the chorus proclaims, Unstoppable God, Let Your glory go on and on. Impossible 

things, in your name, they shall be done. Then the bridge goes like this: 

Nothing will be impossible 

Your Kingdom reigns unstoppable 

We’ll shout your name forevermore 

Jesus, our God unstoppable 

As I stood there and sang my heart out (it’s a miracle of God I can preach four times on a Sunday 

morning given how much I love singing in all our worship services!), I couldn’t help but reflect on the 

truth of these lyrics. In fact, I think we’ve witnessed God do the seemingly impossible in and through 

us over the last month in our Journey Kids ministry.  

 

As I write this, we’ve been six weeks without a Director of Children’s Ministry, and less than one month ago our volunteer base 

was at an all-time low (in numbers, not in quality!). On May 19th, I poured out my heart to you in all four worship services. I 

shared how God has entrusted us with children as possibly our greatest mission field and that raising them to know and love 

Jesus is the responsibility of our entire church, not just a select few. I expressed our collective hope that we don’t want our kids to 

grow up to be the unchurched adults that some other church has to reach, but instead, we want our kids to grow to be the 

committed, passionate adult leaders in their churches. That Sunday will forever be known around here as the “Orange Bucket” 

Sunday when I invited everyone to prayerfully consider serving our kids in one of ten different ways. Dozens and dozens of you 

responded – 137 different people to be exact. And from my perspective, what we’ve experienced in the last few weeks has been 

nothing short of miraculous.  

 

Troy UMC, you have shown me that when there is a need and a solid vision to meet that need, you will respond to the Holy 

Spirit’s leading. Nothing will be impossible! On our June-August schedule we have 67 different volunteers along with 30 

additional people on our prep team and 23 others who agreed to join us occasionally to pray. Impossible things, in your name, 

they shall be done!  

 

What can I say? Thank you! Great job! More than that I want to simply say this: Look at what can be done when we come 

together and let God’s Spirit move us. We haven’t arrived. We’re still learning as we go and there are improvements to make. And 

yes, we still need to hire a director. But take heart, God’s Kingdom reigns unstoppable! 

 

Faithfully,  

A MESSAGE FROM PASTOR ANDY  

Senior Pastor 

Rev. Dr. Andy Adams 
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Worship Services May Average 2019 Average 

8:00am 54 48 

9:00am 145 148 

10:15am 136 135 

10:45am 72 83 

Sunday Children 68 58 

Wednesday Youth 31 36 

St. Jacob 10:15am 14 16 

Total Weekly Worship 519 548 



 

 

Troy UMC “Micro Campus” coming soon to facebook LIVE! 

The Troy UMC facebook page will soon be a new micro campus for guests to “attend” who can’t make 

it to the church for services on Sunday.  Details are currently being worked, in hopes to have the 

campus LIVE by Fall. You’ll be able to fill out online connections cards, give online, and even carry on a 

conversation with a live person at the church that morning as you worship and enjoy the message for 

the day! Make us a daily part of your routine! Go to: facebook.com/troyumc and click the “LIKE” 

button!  So many amazing, new things happening here at Troy UMC! 

 

Membership Class 

Membership Classes are offered in the Family Life Center four times per year (Sundays 12:00-2:00pm) 

to those considering taking the step of becoming official Troy UMC members. Taught by Pastor Andy, 

the class includes basic information about our Troy UMC and joining it. We share a delicious meal 

prepared by church cook, Loren Fear. During the after-meal class, childcare is provided as needed. 

RSVP to Dave DeRemer, dave@troyumc.org, for the next class, September 15th.  

 

Website Under Construction 

You may have noticed some changes to the troyumc.org website recently. Please bear with us as we are undergoing an “active 

construction” — meaning, the site will continue to be live (to provide you with important church information), but may have 

intermittent downtime and you may see some strange things happening as you visit the site! Don’t be alarmed — we’re just 

always improving and trying to provide you with information the best way possible!  

 

Connections Cards 

Thank you for the great response to our new CONNECTIONS cards! Please remember to continue to fill out the cards to let us 

know where you’d like to SERVE.  If you have any questions, please email: dave@troyumc.org for more info. 

 

Troy United Methodist Church Sightseers (age 55+) 

The Troy United Methodist Church Sightseers (TUMS) trip will be Tuesday, July 30th to Marcoot Jersey Creamery in Greenville, 

IL. This is a seventh generation family-owned dairy farm with handcrafted high-quality artisan and farmstead cheeses. We will 

have a private, informative one-hour tour plus visit their Country Store for samplings of artisan cheeses and ice cream. The tour 

will be followed by lunch at Lu-Bob's Family Restaurant. The church bus will leave at 9:30am and return approx. 2:00pm Cost of 

trip: $3 per person for tour, $5 for transportation (Total $8) plus lunch on your own. Please call Libby and Audie Gregg at (618)

954-6263 or e-mail at lgregg129@gmail.com for reservations by Friday, July 26th. Let's go, TUMS! 

 

United Methodist Women 

The July UMW meeting will be an Ice Cream Social on Thursday, July 11th from 1:00-3:00pm in the Family Life Center. Please 

invite a friend and come enjoy refreshments, faith and fellowship!  

CONNECT 

We invite you to: 
 Connect to God and our faith community 

 Grow into a wholehearted follower of Jesus 

 Serve with your God-given gifts and passions 

 Share God’s love regionally and globally 

 Worship God in everything you say and do 

Our mission is to invite people on a journey with Jesus!  

 

Director of Connections  

Dave DeRemer  
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Blessings Through Serving 

Why do we do the things we do? I think it’s because we want our lives to matter. We were made 

to build the Body of Christ. God made each one of with unique talents, personalities and skill sets. 

When we say yes to Jesus, we’re given at least one spiritual gift. We are energized, receive joy, and 

blessed when we use our God-given talents, gifts and abilities to build the church. (see Ephesians 

4:14-16). Here are a few benefits and blessings through serving. 

Through serving, we discover and cultivate our spiritual gifts. In 1 Corinthians 12, the apostle Paul 

compares the church to a human body. Our bodies are made of many parts with each serving 

specific functions; likewise, the church is made up with people all gifted with different skills and 

abilities.  

As we obediently serve others, we experience joy and peace. In 1 Peter 4:10-11 we read, “Each of 

you should use whatever gift you have received to serve others, as faithful stewards of God’s grace 

in its various forms... so that in all things God may be praised through Jesus Christ.” I have found 

serving is a form of worship, an expression of my gratitude for what Jesus has done for me, and sharing the love and grace I've 

been given.  

Serving helps us be less self-focused and more Christ-like. When we shift our focus off of ourselves and onto others through 

serving, we begin to see others through the eyes of Jesus and we see Jesus IN others.  

Serving strengthens our faith as we’re surrounded by other Christians who help us follow Jesus. When we’re working side by 

side with others, a bond is formed. That was part of God’s plan for how the church is designed to work.  

Serving increases our faith. When we move out of our comfort zone, God increases our faith and begins to reveal new gifts in us. 

“Now to him who is able to do far more abundantly than all that we ask or think, according to the power at work within us. 

(Ephesians 3:20).   

We experience God’s presence in new ways as we serve. As we encourage others, we’re encouraged, too. That’s one of the 

reasons why people who go on mission trips say they received more than they gave. 

Serving is good for your soul. Studies have shown that volunteering is good for our mind and our body. Using our gifts and 

passions builds self-confidence, energy, and strength. Serving others can also be the best distraction from our own worries.  
 

I invite you to experience these benefits and more by serving in the Troy UM CARE MINISTRY: 

CARE TEAM: Make calls, emails, & visits to individuals who have had health issues, surgeries or shut-in. 

MEAL MINISTRY: Members willing to help supply meals for families for a short period of time. 

CARD TEAM: Write and send cards to people going through Illness, death, & birth. Team members are asked to 

send 2 or 3 cards/week as God's Spirit moves them to send a card. 

BABY MINISTRY: Baby baskets to the homes of newborns. 

COMMUNION MINISTRY: Take communion to those who can't come to church due to a variety of issues. 

Some areas of our CARE TEAM MINISTRY can be done without ever leaving your home. Interested in how you can serve 

through our CARE MINISTRY? Contact Pastor Dan at (618) 667-6241 or dan@troyumc.org.  

 

Care Pastor 

Rev. Dan Perry 

Mission 1:8 Update 

March and April were each record-breaking giving months at Troy UMC. Thank you for your continued generosity toward our 

general budget in 2019. The faithfulness of this congregation enables us to continue to step forward in boldness with our Mission 

1:8 ministry initiatives. You may recall that one of those initiatives was to create a “master plan” for the future growth and usage 

of our grounds and facilities. In March our Church Council (the highest decision-making body in our church) established a Master 

Planning Team who began meeting in April. Thus far the team has met seven times, created a timeline and basic objectives, 

analyzed our current building usage and immediate needs, brainstormed possible next steps, and interviewed two architects 

specializing in churches. The team is excited to announce that we’ve hired the firm, Kouba and Knoop (koubaknoop.com) to 

guide us through the master planning phase anticipated to take the next 10-12 months with the intention of sharing the plans 

with the entire congregation in the second half of 2020. In the next few months there will be opportunities for the you to share 

thoughts and feedback about our most pressing needs, so stay tuned! In the meantime, please continue to pray for our Master 

Planning Team as they continue their work. If you have any thoughts or questions, please email masterplan@troyumc.org.  

MISSION 1:8 

SERVE 

https://www.bible.com/bible/59/EPH.3.20.ESV
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Basketball Camp 

Basketball Camp will be July 8-11th. We will have 2 sessions each evening, one for 4 years old - 

3rd grade on another for 4th-8th grade. This camp is for kids of all skill levels and will teach the 

basics of basketball. They will be given drills they can do on their own after camp for fun and 

improvement. In addition, they will learn about teamwork and leadership. You can register at 

troyumc.org/recreation 

 

 

Rec Camp 

Kids had a great time at our recreation camp in June. They played 

GagaBall, Giant Jenga, Capture the Flag and many other games. One 

highlight was the opportunity to build and fly their own kites. Another 

was our Ninja Line where kids had a chance to participate in an American 

Ninja activity. In addition to the games, they got to hear a devotion 

about how God loves them and how they are in turn to love others. 

Thanks to all of the youth and adult helpers that made the week so 

special. 

 

 

Pickleball 

Mike Stuart is our leader for PickleBall. It is open to anyone who would like to play. They are scheduled from 7:00-9:00pm on 

Thursdays in the Family Life Center through August 29th with the exception of July 11th and July 18th. For more information, you 

can contact Mike at mstuart71@charter.net. 

 

 

Volleyball 

We are in the process of organizing a co-ed volleyball league for this fall. 

Start recruiting your team now. If you are interested in helping coordinate 

this, please contact David Roderick at david@troyumc.org. 

Blood Drive 

Mississippi Valley Regional Blood Center will have 

a blood drive on Monday, July 22nd,  

3:00-600pm. To schedule an appointment call 

(866) 448-3253 or go online at 

bloodcenterIMPACT.org using sponsor code 

10010 to schedule.  

SHARE - OUTREACH 

 

Minister of Outreach and Mission 

David Roderick 

SHARE - MISSION 

Troy Summer Food Program  

Thanks to all the volunteers and donors we have had so far in support of the Summer Food Program here in Troy. We partner 

with other churches in Troy to help fill the void during the summer when kids are not receiving school lunches. Troy UMC 

provides lunches on Monday’s at Meadow Park and the Library. We are averaging over 100 meals each Monday. Please pray for 

the impact of this mission. If you would like to donate, you can do so in the offering with a check or cash. You can also support 

the work through gift cards from Aldi, Sam’s and Walmart. Thank you for being such a generous and serving congregation. If you 

have any questions or would like more information, please contact David Roderick, david@troyumc.org. 

 

 

Help Quilters Support Missions  

TUMC Quilters will be selling some small plants for $5.00 (Rose of Sharon bushes, Red Bud trees and small ornamental grass). All 

proceeds will be used for the missions they support. The quilters meet on Tuesday mornings from 9:00am-1200pm in Room 247. 

If you are interested in one of these plants or more information about the Quilters, please call Sue Suhre at (618) 667-7716 or call 

the church office at (618) 667-6241. 
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Baptism Sunday, September 1st – 10:00am  

Our next combined worship service will be on Labor Day weekend. We will be celebrating new life in 

Christ with several baptisms and baptism remembrances. You will not want to miss this special Sunday 

as we hear personal stories of how God continues to change lives! In fact, maybe YOU would like to be 

part of this amazing day. Have you recently surrendered your life to Christ? Have you already been 

baptized, but would like to remember your baptism? Are you wanting your child to be baptized? 

Young, old or in between, if you are ready to take this next step in your journey with Jesus by sharing 

your faith publicly through baptism, please contact Pastor Andy. 

 

 

 

If you feel like you have gifts for worship or hospitality ministry and would like join a team, we 

would love to explore the possibility with you! 
 

There are countless ways to serve in worship ministry, from behind the scenes, to prep, to tech, 

to helping to provide music on Sundays.  
 

Sometimes people have asked about the process for joining the Family Life Center Worship 

Team. Here are the steps:  

1. The first step is connect with Drew Allsman (drew@troyumc.org) or Tim Price 

(tim@troyumc.org). Let us know about your interest and your experience (instrument, 

vocal, tech, etc). 

2. Next is an observation of the Wednesday evening rehearsal to see what all goes on and see 

how you like it. You see the flow, see if the rehearsal time slot works out (currently from 

7:15-8:45pm on Wednesday evenings) and meet everyone on the team for that week. 

3. After visiting the rehearsal, we will set a time to do some music (and or tech) with the 

leaders. 

4. If all goes well, we will set you up with a login to Planning Center (if you don’t already have 

one) and schedule a Sunday to serve! 
 

To find out more, visit: troyumc.org/join-the-team 
 

If you would like to find out more about other aspects of worship ministry – choirs, bells, drama, design, lighting or other arts, 

talk with connect with Emily Ottwein or Tim Price.  
 

Also, a special invitation to join the worship choir on Sunday, August 11th for the 9:00am and 10:45am services. If you’re 

interested, send Tim (tim@troyumc.org), we will send you the music to listen to then we will meet the Wednesday evening before 

to run through it and do a sound check for the Sunday services. Time Commitment: Wednesday, August 7th from 7:00-8:15pm 

and Sunday from 7:45-11:45am. We’d love to have you!  

 

Minister of Modern Worship Arts 

Tim Price 

JOURNEY KIDS MINISTRY 

Vacation Bible School  

We want to invite you to check out our Vacation Bible School this summer! It’s an awesome week of fun, learning and loving 

God! Vacation Bible School will be July 15-19th from 9:00am-12:00pm. Online registration is a available, visit troyumc.org/vbs to 

register.  
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Sunday Morning Student Classes  9:00-10:00am   Youth Area (Upper Family Life Center) 

“A Heartfelt Covenant” – the studies during July examine the Sermon on the Mount, a passage 

that echoes Moses receiving the Law at Sinai as Jesus gave the Law new meaning. Take-away 

lessons for students include: God’s standards are not the world’s standards; the way we live 

reveals God to others; Jesus cares about what is inside our hearts as much as he cares about our 

actions; we must grow in our love and include the unlovable; and we easily see other’s flaws, but 

don’t see our own failings. The Sunday Morning Student Classes are taught by Carol Sisson, 

Sharon Jackson, and Mickey Jackson. 

 

2019 Wednesday Night Summer Series! 

July 3rd – “Double Feature!”: Morning: volunteer with STL Mobile Food Pantry in Hardin, IL 

Evening: cheer for Gateway Grizzlies baseball team (RSVP + $10) 

July 10th – Recreational Night at Spero Family Services children’s home in Mt. Vernon, IL 

July 17th – painting used furniture at Restore Décor in Edwardsville 

July 24th – ride tram & watch movie at the all new Gateway Arch National Park (RSVP + $10) 

July 31st – Kaskaskia Dragon, Cross, and Sculptures on the Avenues (Vandalia and Effingham) 

 

Summer 2019 Church Camp! 

• July 9-13th: Jr. High Alive at Beulah Holiness Camp in Eldorado, IL 

 

See troyumc.org/students for complete calendar, registration forms, and trip details! 

Contact Rev. Kurt Stone with your comments or questions regarding student ministry opportunities. 

                Cell (618)407-7586 or via email: kurt@troyumc.org 

 

 

Associate Pastor - Student Ministry 

Rev. Kurt Stone 
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Troy UMC Middle School students, 

adult sponsors, & Harvest Ministry 

Team from Summer Weekend 

Retreat at the Midwest Mission 

Distribution Center. MMDC is a 

mission ministry of the North 

Central Jurisdiction of The Unite 

Methodist Church.  

Troy UMC students volunteering at the 

St. Louis Foodbank during a recent 

Summer Wednesday Night! 

Students along with a few children 

volunteers and several adults from 

Boeing packed 475 cases of food 

sourced from recent Food Drives.  

The 9,500 pounds of food will provide 

7,755 meals for people in the bi-state 

region served by the foodbank. 

T.J.’s Eagle Scout project was designing, 

funding, and constructing a Gaga Ball Pit (think 

Dodge Ball below the knees) for Troy UMC. 

The new pit is located directly behind the bus 

port, adjacent to one of the ballfields. 

Congratulation to 

T.J. Biagi on 

earning the rank 

of Eagle Scout! 
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UPCOMING JULY EVENTS 
 

Church Information 

Phone (618) 667-6241 

Fax (618) 667-7748 

Staff 
*Senior Pastor                             

 Andy Adams 

*Associate Pastor of Outreach and Missions 

 David Roderick 

*Associate Pastor, Student Ministry 

  Kurt Stone 

*Care Pastor 

 Dan Perry 

*Minister of Modern Worship Arts 

 Tim Price 

*Director of Traditional Worship Arts 

 Emily Ottwein 

*Director of Connections  

Dave DeRemer 

*St. Jacob Ministry Leader 

 Clint Benesh 

*Director of 1st Step Learning Center 

 Lisa Rayle 

*Office Manager       

 Sharie Meyer 

*Administrative Assistant 

 Courtney Bettis  

*Accompanist 

 Mike Rogier 

*Sound Technician 

 Josh Case  

*Worship Design Coordinator 

 Drew Allsman 

Worship Tech Coordinator  

 Nick Tipton 

Communications Intern 

  Ryan Nelson 

Custodians     

 David Barr, Loren Fear 
 

*Staff E-mail [firstname]@troyumc.org 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday School 
8:00am (adult) 

9:00am (all ages) 

10:45am (children)   

www.facebook.com/troyumc 

www.twitter.com/troyumc 

www.troyumc.org 

2 Mission Team Meeting 7:00pm (Upper Family Life Center) 

3 New Life Student Ministry - Foodbank 7:30am  

3 New Life Student Ministry - Grizzlies Game 5:15pm 

8-13 New Life Student Ministry - Jr. High Alive (Beulah Camp) 

8-11 Basketball Camp 6:00-9:00pm (Family Life Center) 

9 Sew Much Joy 10:00-2:00pm (jane Johnson’s home) 

10 New Life Student Ministry - Rec Night (Mt. Vernon Children's Home) 

11 United Methodist Women Meeting 1:00-3:00pm (Family Life Center) 

11 United Methodist Women Evening Circle 7:00-9:00pm (Room 241) 

15-19 Vacation Bible School 9:00am-12:00pm (Family Life Center) 

17 New Life Student Ministry - Restore Décor 5:15pm 

17 Security Team Meeting 7:00pm (Conference Room) 

22 Blood Drive 3:00-6:00pm  

23-25 Preschool Camp - All About Bugs 9:00-11:30am  

24 New Life Student Ministry - Gateway Arch National Park 5:15pm 

31 New Life Student Ministry - Kaskaskia Dragon, Cross & Sculptures Ave 

5:15pm 
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