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Invite your friends and family to one of our five Christmas Eve candlelight services!
2019 Christmas Offering - Update
This year Troy UMC will be giving away 15% of our entire December offerings. In
partnership with non-profit group, RIP Medical Debt, this year’s offering will directly
pay off the outstanding medical debt for residents of Madison County. Through
December 15th our income stands at roughly $63,000 meaning about $10,000 will go
toward paying off approximately $1,000,000 of medical debt. Help us meet our goal of
paying off $2-3 million of debt for only $20-30 thousand! Read more about this
amazing witness of the good news of Jesus Christ who paid our sin-debt in full –
www.troyumc.org/Christmasmiracle
December 29th – Family Worship Services
Bring your entire family to one of our four Sunday morning worship services on
December 29th! Nursery will be available as normal, but our preschool, elementary and
student ministries will be on break and invited to worship together with their families.
Our Director of Children’s Ministries, Christine Lippert, will be sharing the sermon,
Three Men and a Baby from Matthew 2:1-12, and including a special children’s
moment in each service.
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A MESSAGE FROM PASTOR ANDY
2020 is almost upon us! The New Year is always an appropriate time to reflect back and look forward in prayerful anticipation of
the coming year. I invite you to do just that for the first 40 Days of 2020 focusing on the ministry of our church and broader
denomination. Whether you are aware or not, these are tumultuous times for the United Methodist Church. Our 40+ year debate
about same-sex sexual practice is coming to a head. I’ve been forthright in sharing that the United Methodist Church will likely
cease to exist as we know it after the upcoming General Conference in Minneapolis, Minnesota this May. Several legislative plans
for separation are on the table. Even if none of them pass, it is very likely that a non-legislated break-up will occur. And whenever
we face an uncertain future, it is wise practice to bathe our actions and our attitudes in prayer and
reflection on the Scriptures. Here’s how we’ll be doing that during the first 40 days of 2020:
A 40 Day Prayer and Scripture Reflection Journal – This will be available online after Christmas or you
can pick up a copy at worship on December 29th. Read more about it in our GROW section!
A Six-week Message Series
I have been studying and preparing for this series intensely for the last six months (and truthfully, for
years now). I’ve read over a dozen books and engaged in numerous conversations with people from a variety of theological
perspectives. I’ve also spent consistent time in prayer, fasting, study and reflection on the Scriptures. And I hope to share the
fruits of that journey with you in this message series. Here is some of what you can expect each week:
January 5th – A Biblical Worldview: Restoring the Image of God – I’ll frame the current debate within the narrative of the
Bible as we think about key questions theologically.
January 12th – A Clash of Worldviews: Why What We Do with Our Body Matters – We’ll look at our current Western
worldview and see how that conflicts with a biblical worldview, particularly around how we view our bodies.
January 19th – One Flesh: Holy Sexuality Defined – This week I’ll share the two paths of sexual expression the Bible
specifically affirms.
January 26th – Too Old to Matter? The Relevant Old Testament Texts – We will wrestle with the specific Old Testament
passages that address same-sex sexual practice.
February 2nd – Not New Enough? The Relevant New Testament Texts – We’ll study the specific New Testament passages
that address same-sex sexual practice.
February 9th – Next Steps: What Would Jesus Do? – How does all this affect our church’s ministry? I’ll share very specific
ways our church will move forward together.
Talkback Sessions with Q & A: Following the 40 days we will have group talkback sessions with a chance to ask me questions and
share your heart. Dates and times TBD.
A couple final notes. 1) It’s my hope to approach each week with compassion and humility while interacting with the Scriptures
from differing viewpoints. At the same time, I understand that this will be a difficult series for many of you for a variety of
reasons. Please know that I want to make myself available for one-on-one conversations as needed. Please don’t hesitate to
contact me. 2) I would rate this series as PG-13, so please consider that when making the choice whether to have your children in
worship. I will not be graphic but will regularly reference “same-sex sexual practice”. If you have any specific questions, again,
don’t hesitate to contact me. 3) Please pray for the heart and mind of Christ for our church and for me!
Faithfully,
Worship Services

STRATEGIC STATS
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8:00am
9:00am
10:15am
10:45am
Sunday Children
Wednesday Youth
St. Jacob 10:15am
Dinner Church
Worship & Prayer Night (10/9)
Thanksgiving Worship
Total Weekly Worship
Page 2

November
Average
51
173
147
68
74
51
17
28
42
62
622

2019 Year to
Date Average
46
138
127
74
62
38
14
26

518
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Our mission is to invite people on a journey with Jesus!

We invite you to:
Connect to God and our faith community
Grow into a wholehearted follower of Jesus
Serve with your God-given gifts and passions
Share God’s love regionally and globally
Worship God in everything you say and do

CONNECT
Jason Gray Concert at Troy UMC – January 30th
Come for an up close and personal concert with songwriter and
recording artist Jason Gray! Jason's music career features hits
you've heard on the radio, like Remind Me Who I Am, Sparrows,
and With Every Act of Love. The concert begins at 7:00pm but
doors will open at 6:30pm. Cost is $10 per ticket through January
29th. $30 VIP tickets are also available, which include an early
"Meet & Greet" with priority seating from 5:30-6:30pm. Follow
this URL to buy tickets: https://www.eventbrite.com/e/jason-grayconcert-tickets-85130023191

Blessings to Dave DeRemer
Our Director of Connections, Dave DeRemer, stepped down from his position effective December 15th to pursue new personal
and career opportunities. We are appreciative of the many ways Dave contributed to the ministry of Troy United Methodist
Church and we wish him the best in his future endeavors! Our current staff will be picking up many of Dave’s responsibilities until
the New Year when we will evaluate our needs and open our search for a new team member.
United Methodist Women
The January 9th UMW meeting will be a 2020 Kickoff Soup and Chili luncheon in the Family Life Center from 12:30-3:00pm. Our
guest speaker will be the Director of Volunteer Services at Anderson Hospital with a business meeting following the lunch and
program. Your new 2020 Program booklets will also be available to pick up. The evening Fellowship Circle will meet at 7:00pm. in
Room 241. Plan to bring in the New Year with Food, Fellowship, and Fun! Thank you for making 2019 a great year for our mission
giving!
Troy United Methodist Sightseers (age 55+)
Calling all TUMS (55 & Over) to the January planning meeting! We will meet in the Family Life Center at noon on January 29,
2020 for a luncheon and planning session for our monthly excursions for 2020. Please put this on your calendar! Come with ideas
for our expeditions. Cost will be $12 per person for lunch, catered by Mother’s. Please contact Becky Rushing at (618) 667-8191,
or (618) 792-0020 by January 22nd for reservations.
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Where Do We Begin?
By Bonnie Abel (Ministry Intern)
Oftentimes as New Year’s Eve approaches, we look back and review the previous year. We celebrate our victories and mourn our
losses. Then, we look to the freshness of a new year full of possibilities. Personally, I am all about New Year’s goals. There’s
something about having a fresh start in life to refocus and redefine what is important to us.
As a social worker I taught others about the importance of wholistic care. We focused on our health by looking at our physical,
mental, spiritual, emotional, financial, environmental, social and occupational wellbeing. Personally, as I look to a new year, I look
at these eight areas and try to determine ways to enhance my overall well-being by strengthening up each area. In the end, I
tend to have a lot of goals, which can get very overwhelming.

Last year, I decided that out of the eight areas of wellness I would focus first on my spiritual health and my relationship with God.
I worked on my prayer life, consistently spent time in the Bible, and invested in my church community. Now, I wasn’t perfect from
day one, and I’m still not; but something happened over time. Not only did my relationship with God become priority in my life,
the other areas of my overall well-being fell into place as well.
It’s amazing how making time for God can change every area of our lives.
So, I challenge you this January to start out the New Year with God. Pastor Andy and I have worked together to provide you with
a 40-day prayer journal to accompany you through this first six-week sermon series. Let this be a starting point for you and your
personal spiritual growth.

SERVE
Fire-Up Conference Serving Opportunity
For more than twenty years, Troy UMC has hosted the Fire-Up Conference, a weekend of
worship, prayer, preaching and teaching for high school students. Church student
ministries from around the region attend this event and we are delighted to be able to
create a space for students to hear God’s voice clearly and follow Jesus. This original
event also birthed a couple other spring conferences including The Light Kids
Conference and the Girls Conference, which also happen in the Spring semester. Events
like these are not only great for children and students who attend from around the region, but a blessing for those who serve in
them. If you’re interested in volunteer to serve for any of these conferences, send a note to Tim Price (tim@troyumc.org).

Event dates:
Fire-Up February: 21-23
The Light Kids Conference: March 28
Girls Conference – Becoming: April 4
Care Ministry
As the year comes to an end, I want to express a HUGE Thank YOU to so many in this congregation
who make it possible for us to care for and assist individuals and families in need of a visit, a card, a
phone call, encouragement, a meal, new birth baby gift bags, and/or a compassionate expression
of sympathy. Also, to all who contributed emotionally, financially, gave of their time, talents, and
skills.
And a heartfelt THANK YOU to this entire congregation for your faithful support of others through
our local mission projects, Mission Team, Care Team, Children’s Ministry, Food packing project,
food baskets at Thanksgiving, Operation Christmas Child Shoe boxes, Angel Tree, AND so much
more.
Care Pastor
Rev. Dan Perry

In service to our Savior,
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SHARE - OUTREACH
Volunteers Needed as the 2020 Upward Season Tips Off January 18th
You are invited to volunteer as a part of our team as we seek to serve the hundreds of visitors to
our church on Saturdays for Upward Basketball and Cheerleading. Our goal is to provide great
hospitality to the players and their family and friends that attend the games each week. The
season lasts for 8 weeks ending on March 7th. The 2 primary roles that we need help in filling are
greeters and concessions workers. We divide the day into shifts, so if you have 3 hours to give on
a few Saturdays this winter, you can make a huge impact on our program. If you would like more
information or to volunteer, contact David Roderick, david@troyumc.org.

Minister of Outreach and Mission
David Roderick

SHARE - MISSION
Spots are Still Open for Puerto Rico Mission Trip - April 20-28, 2020
Applications are now available for the Puerto Rico Mission Trip. Adults age 18 and up are invited to participate in a trip to Puerto
Rico to help with the ongoing work to repair damage done by Hurricane Maria in 2017. There are only 11 spots available so
submit your application soon.
Troy UMC is partnering with Matt Henson and Living the Adventure Ministries to support the United Methodist Committee on
Relief as they continue to show God’s love to the people of Puerto Rico by repairing homes and building relationships. After
subsidies from our Mission Team your individual cost should not exceed $750.
For an application or for more information, contact David Roderick david@troyuymc.org.
Thank you for participating in Missions
Thank you for your generosity in helping make it a Merry Christmas for the children of the Lessie Bates Davis Neighborhood
House (LBDNH) and the seniors at Liberty Village in Maryville by participating in our Snow Angel project. As a church, we also
provided Thanksgiving meals to 60 families as a part of Share Thanksgiving. These projects along with the 200 Operation
Christmas Child boxes that were packed will show God’s love to people in our neighborhood and around the world.

Pictures on the left are of the
group who Christmas Caroled
at Liberty Village.

Pictures on the right are from
Share Thanksgiving.
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WORSHIP
Worship and Prayer Night – January 8th, 6:30-7:30pm – Sanctuary
Every Worship and Prayer Night has grown since we started in October! Let’s continue that into the new year on January 8th. We
will spend the first half of our time worshiping God through music and then our prayer focus will align with our 40 Days of Prayer
journey. We will spend time praying specifically for the witness of our church and broader denomination. Children’s activities will
be offered simultaneously. No student ministry or choir practices on this day, so everyone can join us!

1ST STEP LESRNING CENTER
1st Step Registration/Open House
1st Step Learning Center is a ministry of Troy United Methodist Church open to children ages 2
through pre-Kindergarten. We offer a loving environment where children can learn and explore
new things as well as begin their journey with Jesus.
1st Step Learning Center opened in 1984. Prior to the development of the preschool, it was a
Mother’s Day Out program. Since its inception, 1st Step Learning Center has been serving the
learning needs of preschoolers and their families. The program not only teaches children about
colors, shapes, letters and numbers, but also Biblical concepts of love, joy, peace, patience,
kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control. At 1st Step Learning Center, the
children are actively involved in learning; the lessons are written to reach all types of learners.
Director of 1st Step Learning Center Whether a child learns by hearing, seeing, or doing, 1st Step strives to meet the needs of every
Lisa Rayle
student enrolled.
We will begin registering for the 2020/2021 school year on January 23rd for all families currently enrolled at 1st Step as well as
members of the congregation. You may call the office at 667-6241 ext. 13 to request a packet to be mailed to you or stop by
Monday-Thursday between 7:00am and 2:00pm to pick one up. You may also visit our website here http://
www.troyumc.org/1ststep/ to download a copy for yourself.
Our Open House for everyone will be on January 28th from 5:30 to 7:00pm. We look forward to meeting new faces during this
time. You will get to meet all of our teachers, tour the classrooms and ask any questions that you need answered. You can look
for some of the fun we have at school on our Facebook page here https://www.facebook.com/1ststeplearningcenter/
If you would like to connect with 1st Step in some way, feel free to reach out to me at lisa@troyumc.org.

JOURNEY KIDS MINISTRY
Spring Children’s Ministry Serving Opportunity
Do you have a love of children? Do you like to teach or serve with kids? We are seeking small
group leaders and assistants for our 10:45am children’s Sunday school hour. Please call
Christine, (618) 667-6241 or email christine@troyumc.org if you would like more information.

Winter Mission Opportunity
Epworth family services have showers for homeless youth to use, so we are seeking donations
for winter blessing bags: Toothpaste and toothbrush kit at dollar store; Trial size cans of
shaving cream for both men and women; Package of men’s disposable razors; Package of
women’s disposable razors; Deodorant for men and women; Combs; Long socks to put these
items in. We will collect through January. There will be a tote for donations near the check in
Director of Children’s Ministry
Christine Lippert

troyumc.org

table in the children’s area.
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NEW LIFE STUDENT MINISTRY
Happy New Year! Welcome 2020!
Troy UMC invites all middle school students (6th-8th grade) and high school students (9th-12th
grade) to continue the journey with Jesus in this new year full of opportunities to worship God,
engage the Scriptures, share meals together, and serve others. Come and see what this vibrant
and growing student ministry is all about and discover the ways you will be encouraged in the
Christian faith. The beginning of a new year is the perfect time to meet with other students and
make new friends on Sunday Mornings for Class, Wednesday Nights for Youth Group, and
monthly for special events!
Spring 2020 Student Ministry Overview

For 6th-12th grade students, their parents, and adult sponsors
Wednesday, January 15

Associate Pastor - Student Ministry

6:00 pm – dinner in the Family Life Center
Rev. Kurt Stone
6:45 pm – Overview Session in the Sanctuary: Preview January through May schedules and
details for Sunday Morning Student Classes, Wednesday Night Youth Group, & monthly Special Events!

Sunday Morning Student Classes
9:00-10:00am Youth Area (Upper Family Life Center)
Throughout the Bible, God established covenants, or promises, with a variety of individuals and groups. I addition, some
individuals made covenants between each other. The promises can teach us a lot about healthy, committed relationships. Within
each covenant we see certain skills and qualities highlighted that help to strengthen these relationships. Some of these qualities,
such as trust, loyalty, listening, and forgiveness, are crucial elements of both covenants from ancient times and the relationship
we have with God and others today.

Bible Lessons 4 Youth is designed to help students understand and apply the Scriptures to their lives through engaging the Bible
Lesson concept, focusing on the message, connecting the message to daily life, and practicing a spiritual discipline. These
enjoyable Sunday Morning Student Classes are effectively taught by Sharon & Mickey Jackson, Carol Sisson, and Noah Durbin.

PROMISE – Unit 2: Covenants: The Basis for Committed Relationships
January 5th
January 12th
January 19th
January 26th

Genesis 15:1-21
Ruth 1:1-18
2 Samuel 7:1-17
Jeremiah 31:31-37

God’s Covenant with Abram
Ruth’s Covenant with Naomi
God’s Covenant with David
God’s Covenant with Us

Wednesday Night Youth Group
January 1st – NO Youth Group
January 8th – NO Youth Group, INSTEAD students are encouraged to attend Worship & Prayer Service; 6:30pm in the Sanctuary.
January 15th – Spring 2020 Student Ministry Overview for students, their parents, and adult sponsors
January 22nd – begins the typical Wednesday Night schedule shown here:
5:00 – 5:55 pm Sr. High Praise Band Rehearsals – Sanctuary
5:15 – 5:55 pm Jr. Praise Band Rehearsals – Youth Area
6:00 – 6:25 pm Snack Supper – Family Life Center
6:30 – 8:00 pm Worship, Small Groups, Activity, & Closing Circle Prayer –
Sanctuary
2020 Confirmation Class
Sessions resume Sunday, January 12th; 5:30-7:00 pm in the Youth Area

Advent GO Series to McKendree University to
deliver 72 Care Bags filled with snacks to college
students preparing for final exams!

January 2020 Special Event
MLK Day of Volunteering at the Midwest Mission Distribution Center – ALL Students
Monday, January 20, 2020 | RSVP + $15.00 | 7:00am-6:30pm
Middle School and High School students will travel the MMDC in Chatham, IL, for a day of volunteering. The various work
assignments may include: sorting donated materials for education bags, assembling student education bags, repairing bikes,
servicing electric sewing machines, and pre-assembling student desks. The group will enjoy early dinner at Jubelt’s Restaurant &
Bakery along historic U.S. Route 66 in Litchfield, IL.
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Church Information
Phone (618) 667-6241
Fax (618) 667-7748
Staff
*Senior Pastor
Andy Adams
*Associate Pastor of Outreach and Missions
David Roderick
*Associate Pastor, Student Ministry
Kurt Stone
*Care Pastor
Dan Perry
*Minister of Modern Worship Arts
Tim Price
*Director of Traditional Worship Arts
Emily Ottwein
*Director of Children's Ministry
Christine Lippert
*St. Jacob Ministry Leader
Clint Benesh
*Director of 1st Step Learning Center
Lisa Rayle
*Office Manager
Sharie Meyer
*Administrative Assistant
Courtney Bettis
*Accompanist
Mike Rogier
*Sound Technician
Josh Case
Worship Tech Coordinator
Nick Tipton
*Ministry Intern
Bonnie Abel
Custodians
David Barr, Loren Fear, Penny Stone
*Staff E-mail [firstname]@troyumc.org
www.troyumc.org
www.facebook.com/troyumc
www.twitter.com/troyumc

Sunday School
8:00am (adult)
9:00am (all ages)
10:45am (children)

UPCOMING JANUARY EVENTS
1

Church Office Closed

6

Upward Practice 6:00-9:00pm (Family Life Center)

6

Trustees Meeting 7:00pm (Conference Room)

7

Sew Much Joy 10:00am-2:00pm (Johnson’s Home)

7

Upward Practice 6:00-9:00pm (Family Life Center)

7

Master Panning Meeting 7:00pm (Conference Room)

8

Worship & Prayer Night 6:30pm (Sanctuary)

9

United Methodist Women Soup & Chili Kickoff 12:30-3:00pm (Family Life Center)

9

Chicks with Sticks 3:00-4:30pm (Room 241)

9

Upward Practice 6:00-9:00pm (Family Life Center)

9

United Methodist Women Evening Circle 7:00-9:00pm (Room 241)

12

Confirmation Class 5:30-7:00pm (Upper Family Life Center)

13

Upward Practice 6:00-9:00pm (Family Life Center)

13

Staff Parish Meeting 7:00pm (Conference Room)

14

Upward Practice 6:00-9:00pm (Family Life Center)

15

New Life Student Ministry Spring Kickoff 6:00pm (Family Life Center)

16

Chicks with Sticks 3:00-4:30pm (Room 241)

16

Upward Practice 6:00-9:00pm (Family Life Center)

18

Upward Games 8:00am-2:00pm (Family Life Center)

19

Confirmation Class 5:30-7:00pm (Upper Family Life Center)

20

New Life Student Ministry - Volunteering at Midwest Mission Distribution Center

20

Upward Practice 6:00-9:00pm (Family Life Center)

21

Sew Much Joy 10:00am-2:00pm (Johnson’s Home)

21

Upward Practice 6:00-9:00pm (Family Life Center)

23

Upward Practice 6:00-9:00pm (Family Life Center)

25

Upward Games 8:00am-2:00pm (Family Life Center)

26

Confirmation Class 5:30-7:00pm (Upper Family Life Center)

27

Upward Practice 6:00-9:00pm (Family Life Center)

27

Finance Team Meeting 7:00pm (Rehearsal Room)

28

Upward Practice 6:00-9:00pm (Family Life Center)

30

Jason Gray Concert 7:00pm (Family Life Center)

