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December 30 - Huntly Brown, Pianist at Troy United Methodist Church
Huntley Brown, internationally known
pianist, will be at Troy UMC to share in
worship on Sunday, December 30 at 10am.
You won’t want to miss the music on this
special Sunday (a combined worship
service in the Family Life Center). Only Nursery available during the service (children
age 3+ welcome in worship). The music of Huntley Brown has been described as
inspired, anointed, powerful, and explosive. His electrifying playing earned him the
Top Caribbean Gospel Instrumentalist Award for 2005 and 2006. In 2009 he was
appointed musical ambassador for CTS TV Station in Seoul Korea and in 2010 he was
inducted into the Fox Valley Arts Hall Of Fame and the youngest person to be
inducted into the hall of fame. Huntley is an ordained minister. He was ordained in
2007 by the Evangelical Church Alliance International and now serves on the board. In
2011 Huntley became an Artist Ambassador for Kids Alive International a group
dedicated to rescuing kids around the world. He has recorded many CD’s that cover a
wide range of musical styles. Find out more at troyumc.org.

Beginning January 13th
The God of the Bible is a God of all Generations. What if the church was too? Join us
in the New Year as we step into God's vision for a church of all generations. We will
learn how life events formed each generation and how they each reflect God's
Kingdom uniquely. You'll definitely want to invite your parents, grandparents or kids!
January 13th - The Builders (age 75+)
January 20th - The Boomers (age 53-74)
January 27th - Generation X (age 34-52)
February 3rd - The Mosaics (age 16-33)
*February 10th - From Generation to Generation
*One worship service at 10am with a free lunch to follow
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A MESSAGE FROM PASTOR ANDY
What will 2019 Bring?
By now you should have heard about our church’s amazing response to Mission 1:8. Between
committed and anticipated giving our leadership has projected a two-year giving total between $1.95
and $2.07 million. This exceeds our $1.9M goal with enough margin that our church council approved
funding our full Mission 1:8 vision! How exciting is that?! Here is some of what you’ve stepped up to
resource for our church in 2019:
• All of our current ministries
• 7.5% income going to missions (up from 5%) – approximately $38k more!
• 100% of our mortgage payment (up from 25%) – approximately $28k more!
• Additional staff positions and hours
• A men’s retreat & more Journey Groups
• Dinner Church in St. Jacob
• Facebook Live worship to start in 2019
• An architect to develop amaster plan
• And more!

Senior Pastor
Rev. Dr. Andy Adams

This is amazing news. In the first part of this year, our vision team stepped out to simply answer the question, “What ministry
initiatives do we feel God would want us to take IF we had more financial resources to do so?” The team answered that question
with input from across the congregation, the church council agreed with the plan, and YOU stepped up and made it possible.
I think God LOVES it when we risk stepping out of our comfort zones for the sake of his Kingdom. I imagine God smiling every time
his people make themselves available to be used for his purposes. And I believe wholeheartedly that Troy United Methodist
Church is doing just that – saying “Jesus, here we are. You’ve been good to us! We have an amazing church family that we would
love to invite more people to be part of! What next steps would you have us take as we reach widely to invite more people on a
journey with you?”
Church, you have made yourself available to be used by God. But your generosity is just the first step. Next comes the even more
fun part! Next, we get to LIVE IT OUT! I encourage each and every one of you reading this to ask God to speak to your heart and
reveal to you the answer to this question in your life: “Lord, what next step would you have ME take as you call me to follow you
more wholeheartedly in 2019?” And if the answer to that question isn’t just a little bit risky and lead you out of your current
comfort zone, then hit your knees again and ask God to speak louder! That might sound scary, and it can be. But here’s the fun
part. We get to step out and follow Jesus TOGETHER. And for my part, I can’t wait!
Faithfully,

Worship Services

November
Average

2018 Year to
Date Average

8:00am

42

47

9:00am

153

156

10:15am

126

152

10:45am

60

81

Sunday Children

67

62

Wednesday Youth

42

40

M1:8 Leader's Worship (11/1)

55

Dinner Church (11/4)

55

Thanksgiving Worship (11/21)

74

Total Weekly Worship:

524
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545

Our mission is to invite people on a journey with Jesus!

We invite you to:
Connect to God and our faith community
Grow into a wholehearted follower of Jesus
Serve with your God-given gifts and passions
Share God’s love regionally and globally
Worship God in everything you say and do

CONNECT
Welcome our New Director of Connections
Dave DeRemer grew up in Watertown, NY where he was raised in the church. In 1993, Dave joined
the Air Force which took him all over the world for 23 years of highly decorated service until his
retirement in 2016. During his tenure, Dave held various positions related to video production,
marketing, public relations and social media. Dave earned a Master of Arts Degree in Human Services
Counseling from Liberty University, a Bachelor of Arts Degree in Organizational Management from
Ashford University and an Associates of Applied Sciences Degree in Audiovisual Production Services
from the Community College of the Air Force.
After surrendering his life to Jesus at Christ’s Church of the Valley in Glendale, Arizona in August
2015, things completely changed for Dave. After retirement from the Air Force later that year he
started to sense a strong call to ministry. While Dave was trying to find his true purpose, his
younger brother Mark moved to Illinois with his family and led Dave to Troy UMC where he learned
of this position. Dave truly feels that God has led him to Troy UMC, to join in our mission of inviting
people on a journey with Jesus.

Director of Connections
Dave DeRemer

Dave has three daughters: Logan Erin (23), Jordan Elizabeth (20), and Allison Leigh (18) – and has a grandson, Carter Wayne, (18
months). Dave currently holds four fitness related ISSA certifications, and is an author, avid sports fan and athlete – and is also a
retired professional bodybuilder in the Men’s Physique class. In his spare time, Dave enjoys writing, speaking, playing sports,
eating OREOS and spending time with his family.
On January 1st Dave officially begins his new 35 hour/week role as Director of Connections where he will administer church and
community connections primarily through communications, marketing and overseeing our new guest follow-up, On Ramp,
membership class and other special events! Be sure to welcome him in person or by email at dave@troyumc.org.
United Methodist Women
The 2019 UMW Soup and Chili Kickoff luncheon meeting will be Thursday, January 10 from 12:30 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. in the FLC.
Our guest speakers will be Jeff and Jane Johnson, our church mission team coordinators. The UMW Fellowship Circle will meet at
7:00 p.m. in Room 241. Please plan to attend one or both meetings to enjoy food, faith, and fellowship!
Troy United Methodist Sightseers (age 55+)
The T.U.M.S. luncheon and planning meeting will be Wednesday, January 16 in the Family Life Center at 12noon. Mother’s
catering service will provide the meal. Reservations are $12 per person to Louise Rinkel, (618)667-9335, by January 10.
On Ramp and Membership Class
We invite you to attend our next On Ramp and Membership Class. The next On Ramp (for those fairly new to the church) will be
Sunday, January 27, 12-1:30pm and the next Membership Class will be Sunday, February 2, 12-2pm. RSVP to andy@troyumc,org.
Page 3

2019 Men’s Retreat – mark your calendars
Men of Troy UMC! The time has finally come for our first Men’s Retreat! We’re praying for a full bus-load of men to travel to
Eagle Crest Camp near Washburn, IL for a 24-hour retreat where we will worship together, hear a great speaker, play some games
and EAT like the kings we think we are! This is a perfect opportunity to get to know some other guys from Troy UMC in a fun
environment. We will be joining with the men of Crossroads United Methodist Church in Washington, Illinois. More details to
come, but we will depart from Troy around 4pm on Friday, March 1st and return by 6pm on Saturday, March 2nd. Mark your
calendars and contact Andy (andy@troyumc.org) if you’re interested.
New Groups Starting in 2019
Our Journey Groups will launch their new semester studies in late January and early February. Stay tuned for details in the coming
weeks and in next month's newsletter. The new year is a perfect time to get connected and grow in community by joining a
Journey Group!

Providing Emotional and Spiritual Support
While health care professionals focus on the physical and psychological needs of people, did you
know it is vitally important for the church to address the emotional and spiritual needs, too? That’s
why our Care Ministry is so important. When coming along side people who are encountering
difficult life situations and struggles, they want to feel that there is an awareness of and
appreciation for their feelings and circumstances. Additionally, people do not want to be criticized,
fixed, or feel as though they are being judged. It is when there is a genuine sense of caring that
people become increasingly willing to open-up.
Though emotional needs and spiritual needs are distinct and separate from one another, research
has shown that in many ways they are interrelated. While both encompass a search for meaning
Care Pastor
and hope, spirituality goes farther to include religious practices and seeking the peace and
Rev. Dan Perry
presence of God. In fact, when people’s emotional and spiritual needs are not adequately
addressed, anger, depression, feelings of hopelessness, negative emotions and stress amplify our feelings of separation from God
and our brothers and sisters in Christ. Additionally, there are increased health risks and greater potential to experience health
complications.
So, what are some of the benefits of emotional and spiritual care provided through our Care Ministry?
• Deeper relationships and spiritual growth
• A sense of connectedness
• Improved quality of life
• Enhanced emotional coping and social functioning
• Improved emotional and functional adjustment
• Decreased anxiety
• And more
The challenge for Christians and the church, however, is that the combination of ‘good intentions’ and ‘good people’ doesn’t
inevitably equate to loving and caring for people as Jesus commands. In other words, without a concerted effort, a clear sense of
purpose, and solid biblically-based training, expressions of care are naturally secular and void of any spiritual support and
encouragement. Care Ministry may be the ultimate discipling opportunity as difficult life circumstances are where the proverbial
“rubber meets the road and faith becomes real.” Don’t miss this opportunity to CARE! If you’re interested in helping us CARE for
others in our church, please contact Pastor Dan for more information (dan@troyumc.org)
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SHARE - OUTREACH
Upward Update
We currently have 171 kids signed up to play basketball and 12 for cheerleading. That’s 20 teams
and 2 cheer squads. That also means that we will have over 600 people in our building every
Saturday for 8 weeks beginning on January 19th. Most of those will be from outside of our
congregation. What a great opportunity for us to minister to our community? One of the core
parts of Upward is that at each practice, and halftime of each game, we do a devotion with the
players and cheerleaders. It is an opportunity to share with them lesson from the Bible and tell
them about the love of Jesus. We also get to share with the parents at halftime of the games. We
talk about parenting, serving the community and the importance of faith for families. Please be in
prayer for this ministry as we begin a new season.
Needs: Greeters and concession stand workers. These positions provide an opportunity to
Minister of Outreach and Mission
extend hospitality to those hundreds who will be in our facility each week. It is an
David Roderick
essential part of sharing with them what it means to be a part of a faith community. If you
have some time on Saturdays beginning in January, email
Congratulations to David Roderick
david@troyumc.org. We would love to make you a part of our
Bishop Frank Beard has announced the
team.
appointment of David Roderick to Troy United
Methodist Church effective January 1, 2019. This
1st Step Registration/Open House
summer David went through a 2-week school to
st
1 Step Learning Center is a ministry of
become credentialed as a Licensed Local Pastor in
Troy United Methodist Church open to
children ages 2 through pre-Kindergarten. the United Methodist Church. David will continue
in his current role, but his title will change from
We offer a loving environment where
children can learn and explore new things "Minister" to "Associate Pastor" of Outreach and
Mission. When you get a chance, congratulate
as well as begin their journey with Jesus.
David on this great accomplishment!
We will begin registering for the
2019/2020 (isn’t that crazy?!) school year on the 17 th of January for all families currently enrolled
at 1st Step as well as members of the congregation. You may call the office at (618)667-6241 ext
13 to request a packet to be mailed to you or stop by Monday-Thursday between 7:30 and 2:30
to pick one up. You may also visit our website here troyumc.org/1ststep/ to download a copy
Director of 1st Step Learning Center
for yourself.
Lisa Rayle
Our Open House for everyone will be on January 31st from 5:30-7pm. We look forward to meeting new faces during this time.
You will get to meet all of our teachers, tour the classrooms and ask any questions that you need answered. You can look for
some of the fun we have at school on our Facebook page here facebook.com/1ststeplearningcenter/ Like us on Facebook to
receive $5 off of your registration fee.
If you would like to connect with 1st Step in some way, feel free to reach out to me at lisa@troyumc.org.

SHARE - MISSION
Ministries Unlimited Christmas Packing Event
Thanks to everyone that made our annual Christmas drive possible. We
blessed 335 adults and 311 kids with 169 Christmas boxes filled with food
as well as bags filled with Christmas gifts. This was a day to remind us the
true meaning of Christmas and what it means to be Christians.

Blood Drive
Mississippi Valley Regional Blood Center will have
a blood drive on Monday, January 14, 3-6pm. To
schedule an appointment call (866)448-3253 or
go online at bloodcenterIMPACT.org using
sponsor code 10010 to schedule.

Thank You
Thank you to Troy United Methodist Church for making our Christmas
missions so successful. In December we collected and delivered gifts to the Lessie Bates Davis House in East St. Louis and to the
residents at Liberty Village in Maryville. We also sang Christmas Carols with the residents at Liberty Village. We helped with the
delivery of gifts and food for Ministries Unlimited and collected food for the TWIGS program. All that in addition to supporting
families with gifts, food and other needs. Troy UMC is truly a giving and serving congregation!
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We are so blessed at Troy UMC to have so many dedicated and talented musicians. This past
weekend we had a lovely Christmas Concert with musicians from middle school age to 89!
What a blessing for people of different generations to come together to make music to praise
God. We have a Children's Choir of elementary school age singers that sing regularly, and
sometimes we sing songs that include the adult choir. How wonderful for these young singers
to praise with singers from other generations and what a blessing to have the adult musicians
model for them what using your gifts for praising really means.
Thank you all!! Older and younger alike! for making praise through music such an incredible
experience at Troy UMC. Take a much deserved rest....it all starts back up January 9th!
Children's Choir: Wednesdays 5:15-5:50, ages 1st-5th
Jr. Praise Band: Wednesdays 5:15-6:00, Middle School
Sr. Praise Band: Wednesdays 5:15-6:00, High School
Praise Ringers: Wednesdays, 6:00-7:00, Adult Handbells
Chancel Choir: Wednesdays, 7:00-8:00, Adult Choir
Praise Band: Wednesdays, 7:30-8:30, Adult Singers/Instrumentalists
Merry Christmas Christ is Born!

Director of Traditional Worship Arts
Emily Ottwein

O ye beneath life's crushing load, Whose forms are bending low, Who toil along the climbing way; With painful steps and slow;
Look now, for glad and golden hours, Come swiftly on the wing; Oh rest beside the weary road, And hear the angels sing.
(It Came Upon a Midnight Clear, 3rd verse)
Dinner Church in 2019
Beginning on January 1st, St. Jacob UMC will offiAfter a great start to Dinner Church in
cially become an extension of Troy UMC's ministry.
November and December, we have released our
Members of St. Jacob voted to transfer their memupcoming dates for the first half of 2019! Adults
bership and assets to Troy as together we can make
and kids are welcome to worship, eat, watch the
a greater impact for Jesus. Worship will continue to
sermon and discuss it together. If you are
be held in St. Jacob at 10:15am on Sundays!
interested in serving as a table host, greeter,
food preparer/server, set-up or clean-up, please contact Clint Benesh (clint@troyumc.org). Join us at the
St. Jacob Ministry Leader St. Jacob Activity Center (406 Jacob St.) at 5pm on the following Sundays: January
Clint Benesh
13th, February 3rd and six straight weeks, March 10th to April 14th (Palm Sunday)!
Worship Intern
Ava Andrews will be serving as worship intern at Troy UMC for the spring semester. Ava is a dance
performance major at SIUE. As a student she took part in Ignition and Fire-Up Conferences in Troy. She has
also traveled on Harvest Ministry Teams and has been a part of the worship ministry at St. Matthew UMC in
Belleville, her home church. She sings, plays bass and has already led in worship at Troy UMC a few times
since moving to Edwardsville, IL. We’re looking forward to welcoming Ava to this short term role!

JOURNEY KIDS MINISTRY
We have had lots of fun with Journey Kids in the last month! We had a Polar Express Party on
December 7 and we hosted 94 children, a majority of which were from the community! What a
great way to reach new families!
We are also collecting hats, gloves, and scarves for Ministries Unlimited. Outside the Children’s area
you will see a small Mitten Tree, feel free to leave your donations there and they will be delivered
December 23rd.
If you would like to keep up with current events going on with Journey Kids, feel free to check out
our bulletin board or our Facebook page, TUMC Children’s Ministry. You can also contact me at
Director of Children’s Ministry sarah@troyumc.org.
Sarah Bohnenstiehl
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Happy New Year!
The start of a new year is a very good time to recommit to a journey with Jesus. Troy UMC’s
New Life Student Ministry serves all 6th through 12th grade students. Students are invited to take
a step of faith by participating in a Sunday Morning Class, Wednesday Night Youth Group,
Special Events and Sunday Morning Worship at Troy UMC. Come to the 2019 Spring Semester
Overview to learn more about opportunities for students at Troy UMC.
2019 Spring Semester Student Ministry Overview
6-7:30pm, Wednesday, January 9; For parents, students, and student ministry leaders
• Soup, sandwiches, & salad dinner in the Family Life Center
• 2019 Spring Semester Overview – Sunday Mornings, Wednesday Night Youth Group,
Associate Pastor - Student Ministry
Confirmation Class, & Special Events
Rev. Kurt Stone
• Preview Summer 2019 Mission Trips & Church Camps
Sunday Morning Student Classes
9:00-10:00 AM Youth Area (Upper Family Life Center)
The theme LOVE continues in January with “Loving God by Trusting Christ.” The Apostle Paul encouraged believers in his letters
to the Thessalonians and the Philippians. The spiritual disciplines of prayer and Christian friendship became the primary tools of
Paul’s trade as a traveling evangelist. They also provided him comfort and sustenance in prison. Paul was a champion for the
gospel, bringing to life the blessings of community, the fruits of obedience to God, and the difference made by a positive spirit.
As the second most prolific author of the Bible after Moses, Paul shares words and wisdom from Old Testament prophets and
with fellow New Testament disciples. Bible Lessons 4 Youth is designed to help students understand and apply the Scriptures to
their lives, using a “Bible-to-life” approach. Middle School Class teachers are Sharon Jackson and Carol Sisson. The high school
class is led by Mickey Jackson and occasionally by substitute teacher, Sheila Hall.
Wednesday Night Youth Group
Note: no Youth Group on January 2. Regular Wednesday Nights pick up again on Wednesday, January 16. Students enjoy a
delicious snack supper, sing along with student praise band in worship, talk in small groups, and participate in a fun group
activity. Teachings during the Spring semester include “A Portrait of God,” “A Portrait of Jesus,” and “A Portrait of The Holy Spirit.”
Students will experience and explore the theological beliefs and foundational concepts that ground their faith. By working
together to learn from history, tradition, and the Bible, students will uncover portraits of God, Jesus, and The Holy Spirit that will
be an inspirational foundation to their own journey.
5:15 – 5:55 PM Praise Band Rehearsals: Middle School Students – Youth Area; High School Students – Sanctuary
6:00 – 6:25 PM Snack Supper – Family Life Center
6:30 – 8:00 PM Worship, Small Groups, Activity, & Closing Circle Prayer – Sanctuary
Confirmation Class Update!
The Troy UMC 2019 Confirmation Class started meeting together last September and concluded the
Fall sessions with a terrific retreat in November with many recreational activities at The Dubois
Center. The class meets weekly on Sunday nights for instructional sessions using United Methodist
curriculum CREDO: Know Your Story, Confirm Your Faith, Live Your Commitment. The class will now
meet weekly on Sundays 5:30-7pm, starting on Sunday, January 6. Members of the 2019 Confirmation Class include Alex Brault,
Austin Bryant, Riley Bryant, Ava Bohnenstiehl, Ella Buck, Roxy Daughtery, Caleb Durbin (not pictured), Phoebe Feldman, Alec
Kennett, Elaina Meznarich, Margaret Paty, and Corinna Winkler.
January 2019 Special Events
MLK Day of Volunteering at the Midwest Mission Distribution Center (MMDC) – Middle and High School Students
Monday, January 21, 2019, 7am-6:30pm, RSVP + $15.00: The group will enjoy early dinner at Jubelt’s Restaurant & Bakery along
historic U.S. Route 66 in Litchfield, IL.
Winter Jam Tour 2019 – High School Student Special Event
Sunday, January 27, 2pm – ‘til the cows come home!, RSVP + $40 (includes JAM Nation t-shirt): High School Students, reserve
your ticket to a live Christian concert at the Enterprise Center. Registration deadline: 12 noon, Sunday, 20 January.
See troyumc.org/students for Special Event registration forms and trip details
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UPCOMING JANUARY EVENTS

Church Information
Phone 618-667-6241
Fax 618-667-7748
Staff
*Senior Pastor
Andy Adams
*Associate Pastor, Student Ministry
Kurt Stone
*Care Pastor
Dan Perry
*Associate Pastor of Outreach and Missions
David Roderick
*Minister of Modern Worship Arts
Tim Price
*Director of Traditional Worship Arts
Emily Ottwein
*Director of Connections
Dave DeRemer
*Director of 1st Step Learning Center
Lisa Rayle
*Director of Children’s Ministry
Sarah Bohnenstiehl
*Office Manager
Sharie Meyer
Nursery Manager
Kim Barnes
(kim.barnes@troyumc.org)
*Administrative Assistant
Courtney Bettis
*Sound Technician
Alex Mitchell
Worship Tech Intern
Nick Tipton
*Accompanist
Mike Rogier
*St. Jacob Ministry Leader
Clint Benesh
Custodians
David Barr, Loren Fear, Jake Wetterlin
*Staff E-mail [firstname]@troyumc.org
www.troyumc.org

1

Church Office Closed

1

Sew Much Joy 10am-2pm (Jane Johnson’s home)

1

Mission Team Meeting 7pm (upper Family Life Center)

3

Chicks with Sticks 5-6:30pm (Room 241)

10

United Methodist Women Meeting 12:30-3pm (Family Life Center)

10

Chicks with Sticks 5-6:30pm (Room 241)

10

United Methodist Women Evening Circle 7-9pm (Room 241)

14

Blood Drive 3-6pm (Sanctuary Entrance)

15

Sew Much Joy 10am-2pm (Jane Johnson’s home)

16

T.U.M.S. Planning Meeting Luncheon 12noon (Family Life Center)

17

Chicks with Sticks 5-6:30pm (Room 241)

21

Church Office Closed

21

Church Council Meeting 7pm (Rehearsal Room)

24

Chicks with Sticks 5-6:30pm (Room 241)

24

Trustees Meeting 7pm (Conference Room)

27

On-Ramp 12noon (Upper Family Life Center)

31

Chicks with Sticks 5-6:30pm (Room 241)

31

Preschool Open House 5:30-7pm (Preschool Rooms)

31

Finance Committee Meeting 7pm (Conference Room)

www.facebook.com/troyumc
www.twitter.com/troyumc

Sunday School
8:00 am (adult)
9:00 am (all ages)
10:15 am (children)

Thank you from Louise Rinkel to Pastor Andy, Pastor Dan and the church staff, also
to my church family for all your prayers and kindness for my surgery and recovery.

