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This Christmas season, we're doing something a little unique and special
to celebrate the coming of Christ. We're excited to welcome you to
experience Christmas Eve by driving in to a candlelight service in the
church parking lots or tuning in online.

Drive-In Candlelight Services
•
•
•

•

•

December 23 & 24
3:30 & 5 p.m.
When you drive in to the church parking lots, you'll receive a batterypowered candle.
You can stay in your car or bring a lawn chair and lots of warm things to
wrap up in!
If you leave your car, we ask that you wear a mask and practice social
distancing.

Online Services
December 24
•
7 p.m. Modern
•
11 p.m. Traditional
•
We will live stream both online services to Facebook, YouTube, and
OnlineChurch.
In the upcoming weeks, you'll find all this information and links to the live
streams at troyumc.org/events.
•
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A MESSAGE FROM PASTOR ANDY
An Unexpected Christmas
Back in January, who would have expected 2020 to unfold the way it has? It feels like everything has
changed. Almost everything has had to be reimagined: work, school, grocery shopping, worship
services, weddings and funerals, family vacations, sports, and the holidays, including Christmas. This
may be the most unexpected Christmas ever! Or is it?
As I’ve been preparing for my Christmas Eve sermon (yes, I began before Halloween!), I found a deep
connection with the experiences of Jesus’ earthly father, Joseph. I don’t want to spoil the message
now, but if you have time, read Matthew 1-2 and try to put yourself in his sandals. If we think the
events of 2020 have been unexpected, I can only imagine what he might say to us! Maybe you’ll find
out when you join us for one of our four outdoor Christmas Eve candlelight services or one of our two
online services.
In the meantime, I hope to give you some encouragement, knowing that this Christmas won’t be quite
the same as in years past – certainly not from our church’s perspective. Whenever you experience
letdown or when things don’t go the way you planned or hoped, grief is the result. Each of us deals
with grief in different ways. Some respond with anger and frustration. Others live in denial and
pretend everything is okay. Still others of us crawl into our own prison of despair and hopelessness.
Loved ones, you will be tempted to respond to this unexpected Christmas in one or more of these
ways. In fact, some of you have been living in these dispositions since the first shutdown in March. I
know I’ve spent some time in those dark places, too. But you don’t want to stay there. You don’t want
to live another day in denial or with bitterness, anger, hopelessness, or despair. Instead, I implore you:
•
Stay connected to the God who shows up in the unexpected. Worship God, pray to God, pour your
heart out to God, cling to Jesus, let God’s Spirit tend to your heartache. Whatever you do, don’t run
from God.
•
Lean into your church community for encouragement. Meet online with your journey group or band.
Worship online at 9 or 10:15 a.m. each Sunday during Advent. Stay engaged with our church family
online. Call one another to check in. You are not alone. Don’t wait for someone to reach out to you.
Be the one to make the first move!
•
Look for ways to bless others. There are numerous ways you can do so through our church. Make a
meal for a friend, send a hope-filled card, donate money or gifts. Take the focus off yourself and be
an ambassador of Jesus to someone who needs to be reminded of God’s love for them. I know you
will find great joy in doing so.
Faithfully,

STRATEGIC STATS
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New Message Series: Jesus came to
.
Christmas is the celebration of God coming to earth in the person of the Son, Jesus Christ. But why exactly did
Jesus come? In John 10:10, Jesus teaches that the thief comes to steal and kill and destroy, but He came that we
may have life to the fullest. Join us online at Troy United Methodist Church as we discover what that means for
us today.
November 29—Jesus came
December 6—Jesus came to free you
December 13—Jesus came to transform you
December 20—Jesus came to save you
Worship God through the Gift of Music
In lieu of our annual Christmas Concert, Troy UMC is offering live Christmas music between the two online
worship services on Sundays. To listen, tune in early to the 10:15 worship service (about 10:05 a.m.). We have
several wonderful musicians lined up for this Advent season:
November 29—Michael Rogier on piano/organ
December 6—String quartet
December 13—Michael Rogier on piano and Marie Brown on cello
December 20—Michael Rogier and Tom Burroughs duets
4:16s are BACK for Advent!
Many of you probably remember the daily live streams we held back in the early months of the pandemic. Our
theme was 2 Corinthians 4:16; each weekday, a Troy UMC staff member shared a devotional, testimony, music,
or other encouragement. Many of us found the 4:16s to be an uplifting time of community.
In a season in which we could all use a little extra encouragement, we’re bringing the 4:16s back! Every
weekday during Advent (11/30-12/22), you can look forward to a Facebook Live video at 4:16 p.m. (also
accessible at tumc.freeonlinechurch.com/live).
We’re excited to connect with you during this Christmas season and hope to see you tune in!
troyumc.org
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SHARE
December Offering: Harvest of Hope
In this worldwide pandemic, the poorest have been
affected the most by the lockdowns and quarantining.
Josh and Lisa Inman, missionaries whom Troy UMC
supports, serve with Global Hope Network International
in Thailand. In some villages they serve, upwards of 20%
of the people have lost their income due to the pandemic.
Through the Harvest of Hope initiative, they will be
providing immediate food relief to multiple villages, in
addition to training residents on how to build food
sustainability and income through gardening. Two
thousand dollars will supply this relief and training to a
single village. This December, 16% (up from 15% last
Photos from globalhopenetwork.org
year) of all our offerings will be given to support Harvest
of Hope as we extend the love of Christ around the world.
You can learn more at troyumc.org/give.
Last year’s December offering provided medical debt
relief for residents of Madison County. Our Mission Team
originally planned to finish what we began and to extend
the blessing to St. Clair County, too. But upon inquiring
with RIP Medical Debt, we learned that there isn’t
enough qualifying medical debt in our counties to
purchase! Praise God, and thank you for your generosity
last year that relieved almost $4 million in medical debt
for residents of Madison County!
Snow Angels for Local and Regional Ministries
Visit troyumc.org/missions and sign up to shop for a
virtual snow angel. Then bring the gift(s) to the church
building during one of our drop-off times listed below.
You may also contact Sharie (sharie@troyumc.org; 618-978-2048) to sign up for a snow angel.
There will be three types of angels this year:
•
Gift-wrapped items for children at the Lessie Bates Davis Neighborhood House
•
Gift cards for Cunningham Children’s Home
•
Gift-bagged items for residents at Liberty Village
Ministries Unlimited Christmas Baskets
Each year, our local Troy food pantry, Ministries Unlimited, prepares Christmas boxes full of food and, in some
cases, presents for children. Things will look a little different this year, but you can still donate canned goods or
monetary gifts directly to Ministries Unlimited for this year’s Christmas baskets. If you have any questions, you
may contact Ministries Unlimited directly at (618) 505-5053.

All donations for the Angel Tree or Ministries Unlimited can be dropped off at our Sanctuary entrance at one of
the following times:
Wednesday, December 9, from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.
•
Sunday, December 13, from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m.
MISSIONS RECAP: Food Pack, Operation Christmas Child, and Share Thanksgiving
During the month of November, our church family packed 6,928 bags of food which equals a total of 41,568
meals. We also delivered Thanksgiving meals to over 50 families in the Troy community, and we filled over 150
Operation Christmas Child shoeboxes. We did all of these amazing missions projects while maintaining social
distancing, following safety guidelines, and minimizing our numbers to less than in any previous year. God used
you to multiply loaves and fish this past month, and you should be proud of your efforts!
•

troyumc.org
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Highlights from our
November missions
initiatives.
Thank you to everyone who
made these events possible!
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JOURNEY KIDS
Happy holidays from the children’s ministry team! We want to personally thank everyone who has served,
worked, or donated to our ministry this past year. We are grateful for every person who makes our ministry
amazing for the youngest of our congregation. We hope God blesses each of you as you enter this new year.
We find ourselves ministering at a distance once more. This very special Christmas season will be brought to
your homes in a few ways. We will continue to do the weekly newsletter with the parent guides and videos for
preschool kids through preteens. This past Spring, we had a special Easter week with Facebook Live videos and
extra newsletters to make Easter special, even though it looked quite different than previous years. We will do
the same leading up to Christmas Day!
In the coming weeks, please check your email for extra activities to do at home with your family, as well as our
Facebook page (TUMC Children’s Ministry) where we will hold special Advent live streams.
We pray that you and your family have a healthy, safe, and blessed Christmas season with your loved ones.
Christine Lippert, Director of Children’s Ministry
christine@troyumc.org

NEW LIFE STUDENT MINISTRY
Check out these upcoming student ministry opportunities in December! Troy UMC’s New Life Student Ministry
(NLSM) serves 6th through 12th grade students. We invite students to journey with Jesus through worship,
engaging the Scriptures, and serving others.
WEDNESDAY NIGHT YOUTH GROUP

6:30-7:45 p.m. Online via Zoom through the end of the year
Christmas Lights: A Series about Christmas

“Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace to those on whom his favor rests.” –Luke 2:14
December 2 God With Us
December 9 Go See for Yourself
December 16 “Let It Glow” party
December 23 No NLSM – Christmas break. Go to a Christmas Eve service!
December 30 No NLSM – Christmas break
DECEMBER SPECIAL EVENTS

Students are responsible for their own transportation.
Winter Ice Skating – Middle School Students | Tuesday, December 29, 2-4 p.m.
Enjoy afternoon ice skating at Steinberg Rink in Forest Park!
RSVP + $20.00 cash
New Year’s Eve Ice Skating – High School Students | Thursday, December 31, 5-7 p.m.
Enjoy early evening ice skating at Steinberg Rink in Forest Park!
RSVP + $20.00 cash
2021 CONFIRMATION CLASS
Students enjoyed a cool, late-October Saturday at The DuBois Center near Nashville, IL, for a 1-day outdoor
Confirmation Retreat. Activities included team-building, archery, and a horseback trail ride! The class learned
interesting Troy UMC history and were introduced to the United Methodist Connection – Mississippi River
District, Illinois Great Rivers Conference, North Central Jurisdiction, and the General Conference.
Confirmands include: Andrew Adams, Luci Klingensmith, Drake Luebbert, Jackson Reiter, Reid Repp, Rex Repp,
Declan Rose, Marek Rose, Derrian Sanders, Blaine Stolle, and Jack Wilbur.
Confirmation resumes January 3, 2021.
Rev. Kurt Stone, Associate Pastor–Student Ministry
kurt@troyumc.org
troyumc.org
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Highlights from 2021 Confirmation Class retreat.

UNITED METHODIST WOMEN
UMW Monthly Meeting | Thursday, December 10, 1 p.m. via Zoom
Due to the rise in COVID-19 cases and the tighter restrictions, the December UMW gathering will be on Zoom
and not in-person as planned. We will have a time of reflection of the birth of Jesus as Dennis and Iris Price
bring us a message and share their music.
The meeting information will be emailed to all UMW members. If you are interested in being included, please
contact Libby Gregg at lgregg129@gmail.com or (618) 954-6263.
troyumc.org
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Church Information
Phone (618) 667-6241
Fax (618) 667-7748
troyumc.org
Staff
*Senior Pastor
Andy Adams
*Associate Pastor, Student Ministry
Kurt Stone
*Care Pastor
Dan Perry
*Minister of Modern Worship Arts
Tim Price
*Director of Traditional Worship Arts
Emily Ottwein
*Director of Children's Ministry
Christine Lippert
*Director of Communications
Anna Belmonte
*Minister of Discipleship
Bonnie Abel
*St. Jacob Ministry Leader
Clint Benesh
*Director of 1st Step Learning Center
Lisa Rayle
*Office Manager
Sharie Meyer
*Administrative Assistant
Marie Brown
*Fields Manager
Courtney Bettis
*Accompanist
Mike Rogier
*Production Coordinator
Josh Case
Worship Tech Coordinator
Nick Tipton
Custodians
David Barr, Loren Fear, Penny Stone,
Noah Durbin
*Staff E-mail [firstname]@troyumc.org

Connect with us!
@troyumc

DECEMBER SCHEDULE HIGHLIGHTS
Date

Event

Dec. 9

Snow Angel & Christmas Basket drop-off (see page 4)

Dec. 10

UMW monthly meeting (see page 7)

Dec. 13

Snow Angel & Christmas Basket drop-off (see page 4)

Dec. 15-16

COVID-19 testing (see below)

Dec. 16

Student Ministry “Let It Glow” party (see page 6)

Dec. 23-24

Christmas Eve Candlelight Experience (see front page)

Dec. 29

Middle School ice skating trip (see page 6)

Dec. 31

High School ice skating trip (see page 6)

COVID-19 UPDATE
Since we began worshipping indoors near the end of September, we had been
blessed to see 40-45% of our pre-COVID attendance with everyone following the
precautions we put in place to keep us all safe. We’ve been encouraged to see our
student ministry flourishing, to meet several visitors, and to welcome a few new
members. God clearly has been at work in our church!
That’s why it was so hard to be confronted by the rise of COVID cases in our area and
our bishop’s subsequent restrictions on the churches in our conference. The week
before Thanksgiving, we had to share the difficult news that all in-person activities
were cancelled through the end of 2020, which also means the office and 1st Step
Preschool will be closed until 2021.
Here’s the good news: after the sudden shutdowns earlier this year, we knew to
prepare ahead of time for the possibility that COVID could impact the fall and winter
months. That’s why we planned to do something unique and exciting this Christmas
Eve, something that the shutdowns won’t impact (see details on the front page).
All of us have had to be a little more flexible this year. We as a church staff
appreciate how quickly you’ve adapted to online worship and journey groups, as well
as the socially-distanced missions projects in November. Though the uncertainty can
be frustrating, we are all still doing our best to meet the needs of this church family
and the broader community. The mission of our church goes on!
With that in mind, if you were hit particularly hard by the virus or shutdowns in our
area, we want to help. Because of our church’s generosity, we have a Financial
Assistance Fund for exactly this purpose. Call our office at (618) 667-6241, and we
will assist you.
COVID-19 Testing Site
We have offered our church parking lots as a drive-thru COVID testing site. There
will be free COVID testing administered by the Illinois Department of Health on
Tuesday, December 15, and Wednesday, December 16, from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. This is
another way our church can serve the community in this time of need.
We will post more information to our Facebook page closer to the testing dates.

