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We don’t want anyone to get so caught up in the craziness of the holiday season that
you miss the miracle of Christmas. That is why at Troy United Methodist Church we
will be celebrating A Different Kind of Christmas this year. Christmas is all about the
miracle of God reaching down from heaven to deliver us from our spiritual
impoverishment. And as we celebrate Jesus’ birthday, there is no better gift we could
give him than to be his miracle working hands and feet in the lives of others. Do not
miss the miracles God wants to do in you and through you this Christmas season!
Join us and invite a friend to any or all of the following events meant to celebrate the
miracle of Christmas!
Candlelight Christmas Eve Services
December 23rd (Monday) 6:30pm
December 24th (Tuesday) *2:00pm, 4:00pm, 6:00pm and *11:00pm
*In the sanctuary
Other December events you won’t want to miss!
December 7th (Saturday) 9:00am – Ladies Brunch
December 13th (Friday) 7:00pm – A Christmas Carol -play production
December 15th (Sunday) 3:00pm – A Christmas Carol -play production
December 21st (Saturday) 9:00am – Food Delivery for Ministries Unlimited
December 22nd (Sunday) 3:00pm – Christmas Concert
December 29th (Sunday) – Family worship services during regular times

(children and youth worship with the family – nursery is still available)
2019 Christmas Offering
This year Troy UMC will be giving away 15% of our entire December offerings. This is
an increase over the 10% we’ve given away the last two years and is double what we
have given away during the other months of 2019! This year’s offering will bring the
gospel to life and make a radical difference in the lives of hundreds of people in
Madison County. Learn more during our worship services on Sunday, December 1st as
we begin A Different Kind of Christmas.
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A MESSAGE FROM PASTOR ANDY
Tomorrow I’m heading to the Chiara Center (chiaracenter.org) in Springfield for a few days of prayer,
reflection and sermon writing. This isn’t new for me. From about 2005-2013 I would spend a MondayFriday at the Abbey of Gethsemani Monastery in Trappist, Kentucky. It was a place of silence and
solitude where I could slow down enough to hear the still small whisper of God’s voice, reflect on the
past and prepare for the future in prayer. It is always my desire to lead out of the overflow of my
personal relationship with God sustained by regular Scripture study, prayer and wise counsel. These
practices, along with occasional times of deeper spiritual retreat are essential to keep me rooted in the
truth and grace of God. And I feel the urgency to be rooted in God’s truth and grace now more than
ever.
You may be aware that our broader denomination, the United Methodist Church, has been embroiled
in a 40+ year debate about the interpretation and application of the Bible as it relates to practices of
Senior Pastor
human sexuality – most specifically, same-sex sexual practice. Over the last few years, that debate has
Rev. Dr. Andy Adams
become more intense as large portions of the church have, out of a conviction to do what they feel is
right, lived in open defiance to our denomination’s teaching that God’s design for marriage is to be a lifetime covenant
relationship between one man and one woman. That position was upheld at a specially called General Conference in 2019 but
will be tested again during the next General Conference in May of 2020 in Minneapolis, Minnesota. It is a very real possibility that
the United Methodist Church will cease to exist as we know it. Several legislative plans for separation are on the table. Even if
none of them pass, it is very likely that a non-legislated break-up will occur.
My heart has been heavy. To be honest, it’s taken a significant toll on me as well as my family. I also realize that it’s taken a toll
on many of you. Even if it hasn’t yet, it probably will if and when our church will be faced with a variety of choices – choices that
aren’t even clear to us yet. Over the last 18 months I’ve kept our Church Council informed about the different possibilities, and
we feel that it’s now the appropriate time to inform the broader congregation. Specifically, I will be delivering a six-part sermon
series beginning January 5th where I will spell out the details of our present denominational impasse and take an in-depth look at
the Bible’s teaching about our bodies and sexuality. I hope to articulate the different interpretations of key biblical passages from
both the Old and New Testaments and clearly state where I land and why. Furthermore, I will get practical and share how this
does and does not affect the ministry of this church that we love so much.
I know. I know. That’s a tall order, isn’t it? It’s all the more sensitive because these aren’t merely denominational “issues” as much
as they represent people we love and care for deeply – who God loves and cares for deeply. Hence my need to retreat with God
and be securely rooted in his truth and grace. There will be more details to come in the near future, but for now, I simply invite
you to pray. Please pray for me, for the leaders of our church, and for our entire congregation – that we would faithfully reflect
the truth and grace of God.
Faithfully,

STRATEGIC STATS
Worship Services October Average 2019 Average
8:00am
42
45
9:00am
137
134
10:15am
118
125
10:45am
57
75
Sunday Children
57
61
Wednesday Youth
52
37
St. Jacob 10:15am
12
14
Dinner Church
28
25
Worship & Prayer
31
Night (10/9)
Total Weekly Worship
511
508
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Our mission is to invite people on a journey with Jesus!
We invite you to:
Connect to God and our faith community
Grow into a wholehearted follower of Jesus
Serve with your God-given gifts and passions
Share God’s love regionally and globally
Worship God in everything you say and do

CONNECT
Ladies Christmas Brunch
Come join us Saturday, December 7th from 9:00-11:00am for a morning of fellowship,
inspiration, and refreshment; a great way to begin the Advent season. Music will be
provided by Dynette and Michael Rogier and our guest speaker is: Sue Busler. Tickets are
$10 each. Please purchase your ticket in advance. They will be available November 17th,
24th, and December 1st after services and also in the church office.
United Methodist Women
2018 Ladies Christmas Brunch
The December Annual UMW Christmas luncheon will be Thursday, December 12 at 11:30
a.m. at Bella Milano. The guest speaker will be Pastor Dan Perry, who will be bringing us
tidings of great joy in continuing our Advent season. The menu includes an appetizer, salad, entree, dessert and drink. The tickets
are now on sell for $20 each which also reserves you a place at a table. Please contact Becky Rushing at (618)792-0020, Libby
Gregg at (618)954-6263, any other UMW officer, or the church office for tickets or information. A time of food, fun, and
fellowship!
Invite Your Friends and Family to Charles Dickens’ “A Christmas Carol”
Charles Dickens' A Christmas Carol is coming back to Troy UMC! First performed in 2014, and again in 2015, this cherished
holiday classic will be presented on Friday, December 13th, at 7:00pm, and Sunday, December 15th, for a 3:00pm matinee. Both
performances will be held in the Family Life Center.
Nearly 40 men, women, and children from our church, including cast members, set builders, light and sound techs, stage hands,
and our publicity crew, have committed their time and talents. This version of A Christmas Carol by Gary Peterson, closely follows
the original novella by Dickens.
The performances run just under an hour with no intermission. There will be no charge for
admission. A love offering will be available at each performance. Light refreshments will be served
after the show.
On Ramp
Are you new to Troy UMC? We’d love to spend some time with you to talk about our mission and
vision! You are invited to attend our next On-Ramp Orientation on Sunday, December 8th from 12:00
-2:00pm. Lunch will be served and childcare can be available, if needed. RSVP to dave@troyumc.org
to sign up! Please include any dietary restrictions or need for childcare so we can ensure menu items
and staff are available.
Director of Connections
Dave DeRemer
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SERVE
Mobilizing Our Church for Congregational Care
As Care Pastor, one of my long-term goals is for every-member to be involved in serving in some
form of Care Ministry. We read in Mark 10:45, “For even the Son of Man did not come to be served,
but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.” Jesus served you and me in such a way, we
have a need to serve. And how do we express that need to serve? Caring for others.
As a church, we have a culture because of our size, and our ministry strategies and will change as
we grow. A new church start can operate essentially as a close-knit small group in which everyone
knows everyone intimately. Communication happens by word of mouth, and information moves
quickly through the whole membership.
As a church grows larger, deep face-to-face relationships can become impossible to maintain, but
there is still the expectation that members know other members.

Care Pastor
Rev. Dan Perry

A medium-sized church must begin to put more emphasis on small group ministry, inviting supported and supervised church
members to help shepherd others. Caring for each other is still initiated “organically” with little need for direction from the pastor
or staff. Historically, age-graded Sunday School classes have been a natural context for member care.
Today, we are considered a large church and long-time members occasionally express concern over growth and size. We gently
need to be reminded, more than ever, all of us are needed to fully participate and serve in congregational life and care.
Here are five areas of importance to cultivate care:
1. The importance of “every-member” ministry. The Bible calls every member of the Body of Christ to service (Galatians 5:1314). Our New Member Class is used to help cast a vision for ministry from the pew. The membership process includes an
introduction to the ministries of our church to help potential members begin to think about their future area of service.
2. The importance of every person in a small group/journey group. Journey Groups are an important part of our
congregation, which means new host homes and leaders are always on our prayer list. We continue to emphasize the
sense of belonging by regularly meeting for fellowship, spiritual discussion and prayer. We encourage each small group to
enlist a point person to help coordinate practical care for the group and communicate pastoral care needs to church
leaders.
3. The importance of Identifying member needs. Not everyone will be able to participate in a home Journey Group or an
ongoing Bible study. In attempting to meet critical needs of our members who need support and care, we continue to
develop our Care Ministry where new and meaningful relationships are formed.
4. The importance of developing a variety of different areas in our Care Ministry. About 1 ½ years ago, our leaders identified
the need to hire a pastor to help church members to help care for the church family. Currently, our Care Ministry Team
consists of short-term and ongoing needs like caring for the sick, meals, visits in hospitals and home visits.
5. The importance of Answering a key question. Every now and then, a well-meaning person will call the office to suggest the
church needs to help “so-and-so.” Who is the church? YOU and I are the church! God calls us into the family of God, and
we have the privilege and obligation to love and serve them. There’s no shortage of opportunity—in fact, if our eyes are
open to see it, there are people all around us who want and need our encouragement and help to know Christ and live for
him. When we look more closely, we’ll see our church for what it is: a place where God is still present in the midst of us,
leading us to love and encourage each other through His Word.
For more info. on our Care Ministry, contact Pastor Dan (dan@troyumc.org).

troyumc.org
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SHARE - MISSION
Operation Christmas Child
201 Operation Christmas Child boxes were donated here at Troy UMC this year helping to bring
the Good News and great joy to children around the world. Thank you to everyone who helped
play a vital part in helping boys and girls experience God’s love through these shoeboxes. Their
shoebox is the first gift many children have ever received! The treasures and personal letters
inside communicate that someone cares for them and give them an opportunity to experience
the love of God.
Puerto Rico Mission Trip - April 20-28,. 2020
Applications are now available for the Puerto Rico Mission Trip. Adults age 18 and up are invited to participate in a trip to Puerto
Rico to help with the ongoing work to repair damage done by Hurricane Maria in 2017. There are only 11 spots available so
submit your application soon.
Troy UMC is partnering with Matt Henson and Living the Adventure Ministries to support the United Methodist Committee on
Relief as they continue to show God’s love to the people of Puerto Rico by repairing homes and building relationships. After
subsidies from our Mission Team your individual cost should not exceed $750. For an application or for more information, contact
David Roderick david@troyuymc.org.
Dual Christmas Project
You are invited to help grant the wishes of a child/children of Lessie Bates Davis Neighborhood House (LBDNH) or a senior/
seniors at Liberty Village in Maryville by selecting a Snow Angel from one of the Christmas trees located in the upstairs and
downstairs lobbies of the church beginning Sunday, December 1st. Select and return your gifts to the church between Sunday,
December 1st and Sunday, December 15th. Please attach your snow angel tag to your gift. Gifts for children will be delivered to
LBDNH on Monday, December 16th.
Calling all Carolers! Gifts for seniors will be taken to Liberty Village on Sunday, December 15th. All are welcome to join us at
Liberty Village at 1:15 p.m. to Christmas carol to the residents and bring our gifts.
For questions, contact Libby Gregg (618)954-6263 or Becky Luebbert (618)593-4479.
Food Packing Event Update
On Saturday November 2nd we completed the second phase of our church providing a meal for 50,000 people in need. When it
was all said and done, we blew through that goal and actually produced almost 64,500 servings! The total for Saturday was
43,098 servings! Between the two events, the weight of the food that was packaged was over 8,600 pounds - over four tons!
Some of it will be going to Jamaica with the rest still to be determined.
On behalf of the missions team, we want to thank everyone that participated. It was awesome to see young and old and every
age in between working together. It was very much a team effort. In addition to those who assembled the packages, there were
many others tasks that were done. There were people that unload the supplies from the truck and then loaded the finished
product back into the truck. There were people who helped setup and tear down. There were others who lead and taught others
how to make the packages, and others who kept the workers supplied and then boxed and sealed the final product. There is also
Midwest Mission Distribution Center that provides the supplies for the event and then coordinates with Food For the Poor to
distribute the finished product.
In Matthew 25:31-46 we are reminded by Jesus that when we feed the least of our brothers and sisters, we are doing it for Him.
Remember in your prayers the people that receive this food.
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WORSHIP
Worship and Prayer Night – December 11, 6:30-7:30pm – Sanctuary
The peace of God’s presence is so transforming! We want you to experience that during this month’s Worship and Prayer night.
We will spend the first half of our time worshiping God through music and then we will unite our hearts in prayer for God to
bring healing and hope to those in need this Christmas season. If you are in need of healing (physical, emotional, relational,
spiritual, etc), we want to pray for God to heal and sustain you. Invite a friend who may need encouragement and hope.
(Children’s activities will be offered simultaneously; Student ministry will be departing for a mission experience at 5:30pm; Choir
practices are on their normal schedule)
Parking Announcement
We are so thankful for the expansion of the sanctuary parking lot to provide enough spaces for our members and guests! This
allows us to welcome more people while at the same time keeping everyone safe. With that in mind, beginning in December, we
ask that you no longer park along the main entry drive (either side). This will improve traffic flow, safety, and if need be, allow
enough space for emergency vehicles to access all parts of our grounds. As a reminder, there will be cones placed along the
drive. Thank you for parking in the lot and using the sidewalk/crosswalk as much as possible!
Christmas Choir
If you enjoy singing but don’t wish to commit to the choir full time, please consider joining the
season Christmas Choir. The Christmas Choir sings at the 10:15 services during the advent
season, and presents, along with the handbells and a chamber orchestra, a Christmas Concert
on December 22nd at 3:00. Please contact me at emily@troyumc.org for more information and
rehearsal schedule.
Christmas Drama
The play “Dickens’ ‘ A Christmas Carol’” will be presented by Troy UMC on December 13th at
7:00pm and December 15th at 3:00pm. The play is directed by Mark Nelson and features a
large cast and crew making the magic of this wonderful story come to life. The performance is
Director of Traditional Worship Arts free, and followed by a light reception. Please mark your calendars and invite your friends and
neighbors to Troy UMC for the performance.
Emily Ottwein

JOURNEY KIDS MINISTRY
Thank you to everyone who donated their time, made a donation, or attended our annual Tent
N Treat. We had a crowd of approximately 580 people! We had the Lions Club, Troy Fire and
Police Departments and many ministries from the church decorate tents and give treats out.
What a great night!
On Wednesday, December 18, 6:00-8:00pm we are throwing a Happy
Birthday Jesus party in Children’s Ministry. Parents can join us for the
beginning and end of the party and from 6:30-7:30 attend prayer and
worship night in the Family Life Center. Otherwise, parents need not attend
with their child. Warning: when you pick them up they will be full of sugar
and energy (for God!)
The months of November and December our children’s offering is going towards sponsoring
two children through Compassion International. We have already raised enough for our first
month and will also be buying livestock for needy families in those countries. For more info:
compassion.org/orange or visit the hall outside the children’s ministry.
Director of Children’s Ministry
Christine Lippert

As we are nearing the new year I will be asking for volunteers to help in Spring with our
Sunday School program. We are always looking for small group leaders, assistants and
greeters. If you are interested in serving in children’s ministry please reach out to me for more
information at christine@troyumc.org.
troyumc.org
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NEW LIFE STUDENT MINISTRY
Troy UMC invites people to be on a journey with Jesus, including students! Troy UMC’s New Life
Student Ministry provides opportunities for 6th-12th grade students to travel on the journey of
faith with other students. We have a very active and growing ministry with middle school and
high school students! Collectively, our students attend at least ten (10) different schools in the
area. Students meet together on Sunday Mornings for Class, Wednesday Night for Youth Group,
and monthly for special events. No better time to join us on the journey than December!
Sunday Morning Student Classes
9:00-10:00am | Youth Area (Upper Family Life Center)
Happy New Year! It’s Advent – and that means a new year has begun in the life of the church.
Many of us take this time to create a plan for the new year and resolve to live our best life. We
can look to the future with hope! Hope is our theme for the Student Sunday Morning Class
Associate Pastor - Student Ministry during Advent – the four Sundays leading up to Christmas. There’s no better way to focus on
Rev. Kurt Stone
Christmas than to explore the hope God has provided people of faith throughout human history
– from Abram to the birth of Jesus to our present day. Bible Lessons 4 Youth is designed to help
students understand and apply the Scriptures to their lives, using a “Bible-to-life” approach. Sharon & Mickey Jackson, Carol
Sisson, and Noah Durbin capably and faithfully serve as teachers for the Sunday Morning Student Classes.

PROMISE – Unit 1: HOPE, BECAUSE OF GOD
December 1st
December 8th
December 15th
December 22nd
December 29th

Genesis 12:1-9
Hebrews 11:1, 6-16
Isaiah 42:1-9
Matthew 1:18-25
NO CLASS

Trusting with Hope
Faith and Hope
Hope for New Things
Hope Fulfilled
Family Services (Normal Service times)

Wednesday Nights in December - 2019 ADVENT GO! Series
“Bring Something to Share” + RSVP
December 4th, 11th and 18th – Meet at 5:15 pm; Depart at 5:30 pm
Troy UMC students will GO into the world during the Advent season to serve college students preparing for final exams, high
school students in residential care, and military members and their families who are traveling through the St. Louis international
Airport this holiday season. Students meet at church, then depart on the church bus to go volunteer and share dinner together.
Advent GO 1: December 4th – McKendree University; Lebanon, IL
Bring individually wrapped snacks for college student Care Bags. Dinner: Schiappa’s Pizza
Advent GO 2: December 11th – Spero Family Services (high school students); Mt. Vernon, IL
Bring $10 gift cards to fast food restaurants & retail stores. Dinner: McDonald’s
Advent GO 3: December 18th – Missouri USO; St. Louis, MO
Bring “USO Wish List” items – see Advent GO flyer. Dinner: Sugarfire Smoke House
2020 Confirmation Class - Fall Overnight Retreat
November 16 & 17 at The DuBois Center, DuBois, IL
The retreat concluded the Fall Session; the Class resumes weekly sessions on January 12 th.
Bench Row: Brennen Rutz, Jason LaRue, Ethan Nelson
Standing Row: Madison DeRemer, Allie Stover, Sophie VanMiddendorp, Mikayla Niehaus,

Casey Stover
January 2020 Look-Ahead for New Life Student Ministry
January 1st – NO Youth Group
January 5th – Sunday Morning Student Classes
January 8th – NO Youth Group; students encouraged to attend monthly Worship & Prayer Night in FLC
January 12th - Sunday Morning Student Classes and Sunday Night Confirmation Class
January 15th – Spring 2020 Student Ministry Overview Session for students, parents, and adult sponsors
January 19th - Sunday Morning Student Classes and Sunday Night Confirmation Class
January 20th – MLK Day of Volunteering at Midwest Mission Distribution Center
troyumc.org
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Church Information
Phone (618) 667-6241
Fax (618) 667-7748
Staff
*Senior Pastor
Andy Adams
*Associate Pastor of Outreach and Missions
David Roderick
*Associate Pastor, Student Ministry
Kurt Stone
*Care Pastor
Dan Perry
*Minister of Modern Worship Arts
Tim Price
*Director of Traditional Worship Arts
Emily Ottwein
*Director of Connections
Dave DeRemer
*Director of Children's Ministry
Christine Lippert
*St. Jacob Ministry Leader
Clint Benesh
*Director of 1st Step Learning Center
Lisa Rayle
*Office Manager
Sharie Meyer
*Administrative Assistant
Courtney Bettis
*Accompanist
Mike Rogier
*Sound Technician
Josh Case
Worship Tech Coordinator
Nick Tipton
Ministry Intern
Bonnie Abel
Custodians
David Barr, Loren Fear, Penny Stone
*Staff E-mail [firstname]@troyumc.org

UPCOMING DECEMBER EVENTS
2

Upward Basketball Evaluations 6:00-8:00pm (Family Life Center)

3

Sew Much Joy 11:00am-2:00pm (Jane Johnson’s home)

3

T.U.M.S. Trip to Holiday Brass

3

Christmas Drama Practice 6:30-8:00pm (Family Life Center)

3

Mission Team Meeting 7:00pm (Upper Family Life Center)

4

NLSM Advent GO: Spero Family Services 5:15pm

5

Preschool Christmas Program 6:30-8:00pm (Family Life Center)

5

Christmas Drama Practice 6:30-8:00pm (Children’s Area)

7

Ladies Christmas Brunch 9:00-11:00am (Family Life Center)

7

Christmas Drama Practice 1:00-3:00pm (Family Life Center)

7

Community Band Concert 7:00pm (Family Life Center)

8

On Ramp 11:00am-2:00pm (Upper Family Life Center)

8

Christmas Drama Practice 2:00-8:00pm (Family Life Center)

9

Christmas Drama Practice 6:30-8:00pm (Family Life Center)

10

Christmas Drama Practice 6:30-8:00pm (Family Life Center)

11

NLSM Advent GO: McKendree University 5:15pm

11

Worship & Prayer Night 6:30pm (Family Life Center)

12

UMW Christmas Luncheon 11:30am (Bella Milano, Edwardsville)

12

Christmas Drama Practice 6:30-8:00pm (Family Life Center)

13

Christmas Drama: A Christmas Carol 7:00pm (Family Life Center)

15

Christmas Drama: A Christmas Carol 3:00pm (Family Life Center)

16-21

Ministries Unlimited Christmas Box Packing

17

Sew Much Joy 11:00am-2:00pm (Jane Johnson’s home)

18

NLSM Advent GO: USO 5:00pm (Lambert International Airport)

www.facebook.com/troyumc

18

Happy Birthday Jesus Party 6:00pm (Children’s Area)

www.twitter.com/troyumc

22

Christmas Concert 3:00pm (Family Life Center)

23

Early Christmas Candlelight Service 6:00pm (Family Life Center)

24

Christmas Eve Candle Light Services: 2:00pm & 11:00pm Traditional (Sanctuary)
4:00pm & 6:00pm Modern (Family Life Center)

24

Church Office Hours 8:00am-12:00pm

www.troyumc.org

Sunday School
8:00am (adult)
9:00am (all ages)
10:45am (children)

25-26

Church Office Closed for Christmas

