
Rev. James and Deaconess 
Christel Neuendorf serve the 
Lord through The Lutheran 
Church—Missouri Synod 
(LCMS) in Puerto Rico. Both 
have served as missionaries in 
this region since 2008, based 
in Panama and then in the 
Dominican Republic.

James serves as a church 
planter and pastor in the city 
of Ponce, Puerto Rico. His 
focus is to establish a strong 
Lutheran presence in this city 
which will boldly proclaim 
the Gospel and meet the 
physical and spiritual needs of 

a community that is hungry for the Gospel and for hope. As pastor, James engages daily with 
Ponce community members to share in their lives and to bring them into the life-giving presence 
of Jesus in Word and Sacrament. He is also working to create a generation of local leaders 
and well-grounded laity and future pastors who will be able to continue to spread the Gospel 
throughout Puerto Rico, around the Latin America region, and the world.

As a deaconess, Christel is involved in the long-term disaster relief efforts at 
the mission's various Casa de Amparo y Respuesta al Desastre (House 
of Refuge and Disaster Response) mercy houses. From these places, 
LCMS missionaries and Puerto Rican Lutherans offer food, water 
and other basic necessities to community members affected by the 
hurricane. She is also engaged in assessing needs in the community 
and coordinating efforts to meet those needs as a congregation and 
mission.

James and Christel both grew up in Michigan. James, as a pastor’s 
son, has called many places “home,” most recently Ann Arbor, Mich., 
where he also attended Concordia University and met Christel. He 
graduated with a bachelor’s degree in religious studies and earned his Master of 
Divinity at Concordia Theological Seminary, Fort Wayne, Ind. Christel is a native of Flushing, 
Mich. She also graduated from Concordia University, Ann Arbor, Mich., with a degree in business 
and received her deaconess certificate from Concordia Theological Seminary, Fort Wayne, Ind. 

Pray for the Neuendorfs as they serve in Puerto Rico. Ask God to work through James and 
Christel to bring the Good News to people who are desperate for words of hope. Pray for their 
safety and for wisdom as they navigate the challenges of church planting in the midst of disaster 
recovery. Finally, pray for the first generation of Lutherans in Ponce, Puerto Rico that they may 
faithfully carry on the torch to other cities and generations to come!

• BIRTHDAYS: James – Nov. 6, Christel – Feb. 8

• ANNIVERSARY: Aug. 8  • HOME DISTRICT: Michigan

•  Pray daily for James and Christel — and how you can support 
and tell others about their ministry. Visit lcms.org/neuendorf

•  Learn about LCMS international work at lcms.org/international

•  Support and adopt an international worker. Call 888-930-4438. 

Pray for
Rev. James and Deaconess Christel Neuendorf
Church Planter/Pastor, Deaconess
Serving the Lord in Puerto Rico

Give securely online at lcms.org/neuendorf or fill out the form below:

Name:    

Address:    

City:  State: ZIP: 

Phone:  Email:  

TYPE OF GIFT:
 A monthly recurring gift of $______________ for the duration of James and Christel’s 

service. (Please choose a payment method below.)
 

 A per-year pledge commitment of $___________ to be fulfilled:

¨ monthly ¨ quarterly ¨ semi-annually ¨ annually
 

 A special gift of $______________

I/WE WOULD LIKE TO MAKE MY/OUR GIFTS BY:
 Check — Make checks payable to The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod. 

Write Neuendorf-Puerto Rico Support on memo line.

 Automatic Withdrawal — Please include a VOIDED ORIGINAL CHECK. 

I/we hereby authorize The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod to initiate automatic debits to 
my/our account at the financial institution named below. I/we acknowledge that the origination 
of direct debit (ACH) transactions to my/our account must comply with the provisions of U.S. 
law. This agreement will remain in effect until The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod receives a 
written notice of cancellation from me or my financial institution.

Financial Institution: Signature: 

 Credit/debit card
Card Number: Security Code: 

Type:    

Name on Card: Exp. Date (mm/yy): / 

MAIL TO: The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod • P.O. Box 66861 • St. Louis, MO 63166-6861

QUESTIONS? Call 888-930-4438 or send an email to mission.giving@lcms.org.

Gifts received for LCMS international workers are deposited in an account restricted for the support of eligible international workers. Any gifts 
received in excess of a worker’s requirement for a given year are held for that worker until needed. Should a worker’s service conclude for any 
reason, the funds remaining in the restricted account will be transferred to one or more eligible LCMS international workers who most closely fulfill 
the restrictions of the original gift. With documented donor permission, a restricted gift can also be utilized to support international work budgeted 
by the LCMS. Your gift is tax deductible to the extent permitted by law.

“HERE AM I... SEND ME!”

Acct # A10898-69181 

MY SUPPORT OF THE LCMS THROUGH THE WORK OF:  

Rev. James and Deac. Christel Neuendorf

Puerto
Rico


