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The season of Lent is a time for us to look inwardly. The 

songs, the readings, and the sermons are contemplative. They 

point us toward our sin and our extreme need for a Savior.  

Often people give something up for Lent or even add a new 

’good’ habit for Lent. These practices are intended to help us 

focus on Jesus, our need for Him, our need for forgiveness, 

and the great love that He has poured out on us.  

There are many opportunities for worship during Lent. We 

encourage you to use these worship opportunities to receive 

from God His word for your life and His love and forgiveness. 

When you walk first to the cross with Jesus, you will find the 

walk to the empty tomb Easter morning full of even more 

joy. 

Jesus is calling to you. He is inviting you to find Him in wor-

ship, cooperate Bible Study, and individual Bible Study. 

Choose one way that you will allow Jesus to enrich and feed 

into your life this Lent.  

By Miriam Rossow, Communications Coordinator 
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In his book, The Best Is Yet to Come, John 
Kieschnick tells the story of Bob Buford. He 
writes,  
 
“Bob Buford owned a cable television compa-
ny, and God richly blessed his business. 
Wealth and power, however, didn’t fill the hole in Bob’s life. He had a nagging sense of 
emptiness, so he went to a psychiatrist. Bob shared his dilemma, and the psychiatrist 
told him, ‘Bob, I want you to go home and take out a piece of paper and a pen. Draw a 
box, and in that box write the words that describe the most important thing in your 
life.’ 
 
What do you suppose Bob wrote in His box?  
What would you write in your box?  
What is your highest priority in life?   
 
Before we put our answers in the box, let’s reflect on our thoughts in relation to Bob’s 
emptiness. As Christians, we understand that wealth and power don’t fill our emptiness 
or give us the security and happiness that Bob was seeking. As our faith grows and we 
grow in our discipleship lives, we learn that true riches have nothing to do with money. 
We can have very little money and be very rich or be very wealthy and be destitute. 
True riches have to do with a right relationship with Jesus Who, through His death and 
resurrection, brings us happiness, contentment, joy, love, peace, forgiveness and life 
everlasting.  
 
Material things and money are temporary, at best. We have experienced just a little 
glimpse of that over the past week or so with the falling stock market. The value of in-
vestments really took a beating. No matter how much money we may have, we have no 
way of guaranteeing that it can be kept safe and secure. Money can be lost, stolen, or 
its purchasing power lost through inflation. Our property can be burned or robbed.  ll 
material things can be gone quickly. Even if our material things stay with us, we will 
eventually leave them, because, at the end, we can take nothing with us.  
 
God had blessed Bob materially, but he was still feeling empty with no purpose. 
Through faith, we understand that what we need most is a relationship with Jesus; 
Who is the only Person Whose love and forgiveness can give us all that we 
need. So, in response to the psychiatrist’s question as to what the most important 
thing in our life is, our answer in the box is “Jesus” – He’s my all is all! 
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My All in All 

By Rev. Dean Davenport, Senior Pastor 



 

 

At one time or another, we have all probably thought that 
our school is different from the rest for all the wrong rea-
sons. Which of these sounds familiar to you? 

“I send my child to Lutheran Westland (LHWL) because eve-
ryone there is a loving Christian who is dedicated to follow-
ing Jesus with every step they take.” 
 

“I’m thankful I can send my child to LHWL, because there’s 
less drugs and alcohol there.” 
 

“I’m so glad my child can attend a school that doesn’t have 
all those problems like vaping and teenage sex.” 
 

How many of these have you said? 
How many of these have you wished were true? 
So if it’s not these things, what is it that makes Lutheran Westland (and hopefully any Luther-
an/Christian school) different from the rest? 
 

In reality, we know that we struggle loving each other at times at LHWL. In reality, we know 
there’s vaping, alcohol, sex, and drugs at LHWL. The difference, though, is right in front of our 
face and yet so easily overlooked. The difference is the cross of Jesus Christ! The difference is 
how we deal with and treat each other in the midst of everything else.  
 

Paul addresses this in a profound way in two separate letters he wrote to the churches in Ga-
latia and Colossae. In Galatians 3:26-28, he says “You are all sons of God through faith in 
Christ Jesus, for all of you who were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ. 
There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free man, there is neither male nor 
female; for you are all one in Christ Jesus” (ESV). 
 

Today at LHWL, we might say, “There is no black, brown, or white, for we are all one in 
Christ Jesus” or “There is no freshmen, sophomore, junior, or senior, for we all are 
one in Christ Jesus” or even “There is no administrator, teacher, parent, or student; 
athlete or musician; rich or poor; popular or outcast; for we are all one in Christ Je-
sus.” That would be pretty profound; wouldn ’t it? But saying it and acting on it are two differ-
ent things. 
 

The other time Paul says this is in Colossians 3:11-14: “Here there is not Greek and Jew, cir-
cumcised and uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave, free; but Christ is all, and in all. Put 
on then, as God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, compassionate hearts, kindness, humility, 
meekness, and patience, bearing with one another and, if one has a complaint against anoth-
er, forgiving each other; as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must forgive. And above all 
these put on love, which binds everything together in perfect harmony” (ESV). 
 

Like I asked the students in chapel, “Guys, do you treat the ladies like fellow members of 
the body of Christ? Ladies, do you treat the guys like fellow members of the body of 
Christ? Seniors, are you helping the freshmen like fellow members of the body of 
Christ? Are we forgiving one another?” 
 

Jesus’ love binds us together and makes us one. Jesus showed perfect kindness, humility, pa-
tience, and forgiveness through his death on the cross and resurrection from the dead. Our 
school will probably continue to have issues with vaping, alcohol, sex, drugs, and much more—
though we will always pray against such things—but what makes LHWL different is the cross 
of Jesus Christ. As beloved children of God, we are one in Christ Jesus. We strive to produce 
kindness, humility, patience, and forgiveness through the work of the Holy Spirit. We repent 
and reconcile with each other and call on God to heal and lead. 
 
That’s what makes life with Jesus different. 
That’s what makes LHWL different. 
LHWL is one in Christ Jesus! Thank God for that! 

Did you know our pastor’s have the opportunity to lead chapel services at Lutheran High Westland as 

well as some of the Lutheran elementary schools in the area? Most recently Pastor Eden was invited to 

LHWL to do one such chapel service. After the service an administrator thanked him for his message 

and admitted that it was helpful to have another clear way to express what makes Lutheran High edu-

cation special. The administrator asked Pastor Eden to write an article that could be shared with the 

greater community. Here is the article that Pastor Eden wrote.  

By Rev. Joel S. Eden, Associate Pastor 
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The AAA (Alternative Answers to Abortion) Pregnancy Resource Center 
is a Christ-centered safe haven for women of all ages who find them-
selves struggling with an unplanned pregnancy. They are a place that 
my family has been blessed to be able to support and be a part of for 
many years. 
 
You may recall that Christ Our Savior does an annual baby bottle drive 
for them from Mother's Day to Father's Day and we just had our annu-
al diaper drive, which is in January when the national Right to Life 
Sunday occurs. 
 
The Center had it's annual fundraising banquet in October and I am 
thrilled to report that they raised $144,000!! This money does 
things like help a mom deciding between abortion and life to 
choose life because she knows there's a place that will support 
her - physically, emotionally, and spiritually.  
 
The center with the help of this money provides ultrasounds so the 
mother can see her baby formed and moving. It provides counseling 

to help mothers and fathers through whatever struggles they're wrestling with. It holds classes 
and Bible studies that moms and dads can attend. When they do, in addition to what they've 
learned, they earn tokens they can use to shop in the Center's Baby Shop. They can "buy" 
clothes, diapers, wipes, formula, and more with the tokens. Everything the Center provides to 
clients is free of charge. 
 
Anyone can attend the banquet at no cost. The Center looks for table sponsors (individuals, 
couples, groups, churches, businesses, etc.) to pay for a table and then invite guests to fill it. 
The Center will assign guests to any seats that aren't filled. It would be great to see multiple 
Christ Our Savior tables there next year! 
 
We heard directly from two people after the banquet who were pro-choice when they arrived 
but had a change of heart (Holy Spirit?!?) and are now pro-life! I've personally talked to women 
who, years ago, chose to keep their child because of coming to the Center and now they are 
supporting it! Clients have come directly from Planned Parenthood because either Planned 
Parenthood was closed so they looked online and found AAA Pregnancy Center or they got to 
Planned Parenthood but couldn't go in so came to AAA Pregnancy Center instead. 
 
God is doing AMAZING things through the AAA Pregnancy Resource Center.  

If you'd like to know more about who they are and what they do and be a part of this 
amazing work go to the AAA Pregnancy website at www.friendsofaaaprc.com. 
 
There were around 30 Christ Our Savior members at the fundraising banquet, I'm sure 
any of them would be glad to tell you about it. Get in touch with me, I'm always willing 
to share about my knowledge of the Center! 
 
If there's interest, we can set up a date for Christ Our Savior to tour the center, or 
there's a scheduled Open House on April 7, 2020.  

By Carrie Young, member Life Supporting  



 

 

By Ron Meyer, Men’s Ministry Leader 
 
It has been stated that there are 7487 promis-
es from God to us in the Bible. Each of these 
promises is a treasure that we can hold onto in 
times of joy and need. We can go to them 
when we need God’s reassurance of love and 
control. These promises can be shared with 
others to provide comfort, sympathy for a loss, 
encouragement, and a list that goes on and on.  
 
The members of our Men’s Ministry Bible Stud-
ies are excited to engage in a project of sharing 
these promises with each other. Currently, at 
each class one participant will bring their favor-
ite Bible verse with a promise from God and 
share it with the class. We will add it to our list 
during our prayer time. Our hope is to compile 
the verses shared and make them available to 
all members of our congregation, and others. 
The hope is that these will provide spiritual re-
minders and encouragement for each of us. We 

have a goal to gather 52 of these promises (one for each week of the year) as a group. 52 
promises is our goal, but we certainly can do more than that. 
 
We invite all the men of Christ Our Savior to join with us in searching God’s word for promises 
that are meaningful for you. We encourage you to pray for guidance in searching the scripture. 
Perhaps your confirmation verse would be a good place to start, or a current verse that has be-
come an important part of your prayer life and relationship with Jesus. Maybe take the readings 
from Sunday and read through them again asking for the Holy Spirit to show you a promise in 
them. Fathers and Sons, Uncles and Nephews, Grandfathers and Grandsons, sit in God’s word 
together and share your thoughts and the promises of Jesus with each other.  
 
When you have found a promise in the scripture that speaks to you, we would love for you to 
share them with us so we can share them with others. E-mail the promise to Ron Meyer at 
rmeyer1@twmi.rr.com, or put it with your name in Ron’s mailbox at church. Another great way 
is to join us for class and share it with us as we grow together in God’s Word.  
 
All God’s Blessings to you- from the COS Men’s Ministry 

We invite each of you to join us… 
 Tuesday evenings  
 6:30-8:30 pm  
 At church in rooms 5-6 
 Bible Study from Lutheran Men’s Network, Home Run King, 
 starting March 6  
 Thursday morning 
 6:30am-8:00am for breakfast 
 Senate Restaurant  
 At the SE corner of Plymouth and Stark in Livonia, just two miles from church  

mailto:rmeyer1@twmi.rr.com
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Spring  
Forward 



 

 

Forever Young 

Tuesday, March 10 
Corned Beef & Cabbage Dinner 
Jan Bernick, our parish nurse, a Nurse Practitioner  
Along with a Personal Trainer will be talking about 
Senior Health and exercise. 

Donations of homemade baked goods such as pies, cookies, 
cakes, breads, and muffins are appreciated. All items should 
be labeled especially noting if items have nuts or are sugar or 
gluten free. 

Please package your baked goods in disposable containers and 
bring them to the church kitchen or down to the lounge on 
Saturday, Apr 4th between 11:00AM and 2:00PM. PLEASE 
NOTE THE NEW DROP OFF TIME!!!! 

Donation/volunteer forms will be placed in your mailbox. 
Please put the completed form in the striped box on the bake 
sale table in the narthex. The box will also contain blank forms 
in an envelope attached to the front.  

We know there are numerous baking talents at COS and look 
forward to your participation. If you have any questions, 
please contact Kathy Smar 734-522-5341. 

Money earned from the bake sale enables WOW to contribute 
to missionaries and our COS youth programs, contribute to the 
shipping costs of quilts, hygiene kits and school totes and to 
provide funding for representatives to attend LWML confer-
ences. WOW funds provide starter funding for our annual 
women’s retreat. All women of COS are members of LWML and 
WOW. Come join us at our monthly meetings. We look forward 
to meeting you. 

Are you a Thrivent member? Do you know Thrivent gives back to the community in 
many different ways? One way they give back is through Choice Dollars. As a member 
you can choose which organization receives funds from Thrivent. These are called 
Thrivent Choice Dollars®.  
 
Christ Our Savior has received benefit from these Choice Dollars. As of 2019 YTD we 
have received a little over $17,000. Thank you to those who have designated their 
Thrivent Choice Dollars® to Christ Our Savior. If you are a Thrivent member please 
consider directing your choice dollars to Thrivent. These must be directed by the end of 
March. Please visit Thrivent.com to direct your dollars.  
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Dear friends of Family of God, 
  
Over the last 3 years I have been utterly blessed to serve in varying capacities at Family of 
God, most recently as Director of Development. After much prayer and deliberation I have de-
cided to resign from my position as Director of Development.  
 
Working at Family of God has allowed me to grow in so many ways and I am incredibly grateful 
for all of the opportunities I have had here over the last 3 years. I have no doubt that I am 
leaving with a stronger faith and as a better person than before I started. The relation-
ships I have built and encounters I have had with so many members of our community have 
forever changed my life.  
 
This decision was not easy to make but ultimately I know that it is the right one. I am not sure 
yet what God has in store for me next but as long as I am still living in the area I won't be a 
stranger. To those of you who I have come to know during my time serving here, thank you for 
blessing me with your presence. And to those of you who I have not met in person but who 
read our newsletter each month and lift us up in prayer from afar, thank you for your support 
and prayers over the last 3 years.  
 
It has been humbling to be a small part of what God is doing in southwest Detroit and 
I know that He will continue to abundantly bless the Family of God in the future. 
  
With love and gratitude,  
Amanda Becker 

Family of God 

By Rev. Tyler Cronkright, Associate Pastor at Family of God 

MERCY 

Recently I have worn this hat more than any other in my regular rotation. I 
wear it to constantly remind me of the grace and mercy that God 
has shown me through His Son Jesus Christ. I have found that it holds 
me accountable to the things that I say and do, especially as I pastor in a 
very difficult place with Pastor Hill. 
 
We don’t talk much about the struggles about Family of God. You can read 
more about that in the book that I will write in a few years, assuming I can 
get Pastor Hill to write the forward. But these next few lines are a few of 
my confessions as an inner-city pastor. 



 

 

Lent is the church season that we are called to return to the Lord, as the prophet Joel 
writes. I have never felt that more. There is always the need to repent and return to 
Jesus, but God has made that so evident to me in these last few weeks. I feel 
Him screaming at me. In the midst of the storms, Jesus invites us to come to Him, lay 
our pride at His feet, and rest in the love and forgiveness that only He can give. 
 
Pastor Hill has always taught me that Lent is not about giving up 
chocolate, Pepsi, or even sports radio. It’s always about Christ. 
How Christ always has you in his grip because of His sacrifice and is 
calling us to come home. 
 
I am using this time of Lent to focus on my relationship with God, my 
study of His Word, and my relationship with my amazing wife. I want 
to return to Jesus with all that I have and continue to show the same 
mercy and grace to those I see on a daily basis. I encourage you to 
do the same during this Lent season. And as always, especially during 
these very tough times, please pray for us. 
 

CHRIST IS RISEN! 

“I am so glad that you are doing 
what you are doing.” A great thought 
that is never completed. Often it feels like the 

thought that is being withheld is, “...so that 
I don’t have to do it.” 

It feels incredibly lonely at times, even in 

the midst of the many volunteers that assist. Being 
here day after day is often harder than 
one can even begin to imagine. 

It’s hard to administer medical care to a 

helpless man who has just had his 
teeth pounded through his lips 
because he used a racial slur in a flurry 
of drunken sentences. 

It’s hard to ward off a neighborhood drug 
dealer day after day after day to 
protect my family here. 

It is hard to stand and give a presentation to a 
church that is excited about getting more 

people involved when I’m struggling 
inside about violent incidents that 
have left me with blood on my 
shirt. 

It’s heart-wrenching to administer Narcan to a 

young man that you have discipled, spent time 
in prayer with, and loved so much. 

It’s frustrating to watch people post on social 
media about doing Bible Study at a brewery 

(which are good things) when beer has 
literally killed and destroyed so 
many families in my neighborhood. 

It’s tiring to lay awake at night 
wondering if the young man you 
prayed with and hugged on your 
way out will ever see you again, 
as he goes back to his heroin habit. 

It’s disheartening to watch people 
you love so much hurt others. 

It’s aggravating having to mediate 
an argument that leads to one person calling 

his gang buddies to the church to 
“take care of things.” 

It’s hard to show mercy and love to 
those who take advantage of the 
church every single day. To those who 
cuss you out, throw food on the ground, and 
show no respect to anyone. 

It is hard to come home and cry in 
my wife’s arms because the 

brokenness in this community has 
consumed me. 
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Do you like to try new things?  Do you 
welcome new experiences? Have you ever 
felt stretched beyond your personal com-
fort zone? Would you prayerfully consider 
going on an international mission trip with 
other Christ Our Savior members?   
 
Christ Our Savior is organizing a mission 
trip for our members to travel to the cen-
tral American country of Guatemala 
through MOST in October 
2020. Participants will get to share 
the love of Jesus in a tangible way by 
giving out eye glasses to those who literally cannot see clearly and do not have 
the financial means to purchase them. 
 
I have had MANY opportunities to feel stretched above and beyond what I thought I was 
capable of!  Even though I love to travel and meet new people, I have vivid memories of 
feeling scared and asking the Lord and myself, “What have I gotten into?” I have also ex-
perienced some of my greatest joys on mission trips interacting with others from different 
places in the USA and abroad. I have seen how God has bought me and the team I was 
with through insecurities. 
 
Let me share a few of my memories… 
• I had the opportunity to travel to New York City with a team connected with Apple of His 

Eye. They are a ministry focused on sharing Jesus as the Messiah to Jews. I was born and 
raised on a farm in Nebraska where our nearest neighbor was over half mile away and we 
didn’t lock our car or house doors. Going to NYC to navigate the subway, being surround-
ed by multitudes of people I didn’t know at all times in a city that never sleeps, and at-
tempting to share the Gospel message with people who saw no need for Jesus and were 
angry following the Holocaust was scary to say the least. Yet on that trip I was able to en-
gage in many short conversations as we traveled on the subway and interacted with 
Christians from several different cultures who were passionate about their faith. 

 
• I had the opportunity to travel to mainland China with a group organized through LCMS 

World Missions. We went to teach English as a Second Language to middle school teach-
ers. We left the USA on July 4 following a big patriotic service to celebrate our “freedoms” 
to enter a country where our every move was being monitored. I was definitely not well 
adept at eating with chop sticks and one of our first events was attending a fancy banquet 
with city leaders. I quickly learned to laugh at myself while trying get the food to my 
mouth! After being in our hotel rooms for a few days, we discovered the police were lis-
tening in on our “private” conversations via hidden microphones they had planted. Since 
our team had daily devotions together each night, we used the “opportunity” to read the 
Bible aloud for their hearing since we knew the Bible says that God’s word does not return 
to him empty! 

 

 

By Linda Hollman, Director of Outreach 

Stretching Your  
Comfort Zone 



 

 

• My former congregation took a team up to Alaska to conduct a VBS in July in a remote 
village about an hour outside of Anchorage. Following lots of planning, fund raising, and 
group building events our inter-generational group of 14 were ready. Once our plane 
landed, we went to get our reserved rental vehicles and we were told that they were no 
longer available! We scrambled to secure others and ended up with one of them being a 
pickup. This proved to be very needed for the rest of the trip. God knew what we need-
ed. We had publicized in the community that our VBS would start at 9:30 am and be 
done at noon. A few kids and their families (and pets) didn’t show up until about 11:30 
am and were questioning and very hesitant about why we were there. About 1:30 pm 
we were all starving, but the Lord blessed our small amount of food and no one went 
away hungry. The rest of the week we changed our plans. We started VBS about 11:30 
am with food and visiting and “introducing” those who came to Jesus. Our congregation 
sent a team up to the same location for 3 years and developed some wonderful friend-
ships. 

 
I have learned through all my mission experiences that people throughout the 
world are all the same in desiring to be loved and cared for and listened 
to.  And most importantly, they (us too!) all need to hear about and experience 
the love of Jesus.  I would love to have you join our Christ Our Savior team as we 
travel to Guatemala this October. I know that you will be “stretched” and your faith will 
be strengthened and you will receive God’s abundant blessings!  
 
Talk with Linda Hollman if you are interested in finding out more! 

Motown Soup – Good for You, Good for the Community  

Based at Trinity Lutheran Church in Utica, Michigan Motown Soup is comprised of volun-
teers who produce delicious soup and food mixes in a State Dept. of Agriculture licensed 
kitchen.  

Motown Soup donates all their profits to soup kitchens, homeless shelters, food banks, 
and free clinics. You can know that as you are enjoying these mixes you are helping 
someone in need get a warm meal and shelter. And our Guatemala mission team will re-
ceive a portion of the profits as well.  

If you order at church through a team member the team will receive 30% of the 
sale.  

If you order online at motownsoup.com the team will receive 20% of the sale. 
Please add Christ Our Savior in the comment box at the time of your order so the team 
will receive your donation. Find a link at the bottom of this blog on our website. 

Watch for information on another fundraiser in the future for the mission trip! 

Help send the team to 

Guatemala 
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Thank you! 
Helping Others See Jesus! 

I so enjoy my work here at Christ Our Savior! I enjoy the daily interaction. I love 
the days that my work for that day is hearing about you and your families, get-
ting hugs, and waves as you walk by the office windows. I am blessed by all of 
you and feel that God has placed me here for a reason. He is a wonderful and 
loving God who has blessed me daily! He has brought me close to Him these 
past couple of years and continues to pull me closer daily! I know that my 
purpose is to show His light with everything that I do. And believe me, I 
see it in all of you too!   

Thank you for stuffing bulletins, counting our contributions, recording contribu-
tions, recording attendance, being a lector, doing audio & video, taking care of 
our altar, preparing meals & Bible breakfast, greeting, ushering, answering 
phones, quilting, teaching, playing music, and so many other things. Thank you 
for taking care of our safety. Thank you for staying late because staff is here 
late, making sure we get to our cars safely. 

And personally, I am so thankful for my family at Christ Our Savior! You all have 
been a support to me spiritually and personally during my journey these past 2 
½ years. As we celebrated all of you this past weekend, I felt the need to per-
sonally thank all of you! So many of you have been there when I needed an ear 
or a hug! You have supported not only me but my whole family! Making sure 
they are fed when I can't and supported them as my caregivers.   

Please know that you all are such a blessing here at Christ Our Sav-
ior! I believe I can speak for the staff in saying how thankful we are 
for all of you!  

"Oh give thanks to the Lord, for He is good;  
for His steadfast love endures forever!"  Psalm 118:1 

By Laurie Riegel, Administrative Assistant 


