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By Rev. Dean Davenport, Senior Pastor 

Enter his gates with thanksgiving and His 
courts with praise!  Psalm 100:4 

  

Being responsible in our decisions and practic-
es we are now at a point where we can re-
sume in-person worship services at Christ Our 
Savior! If you’re like many, it feels like it’s 
been a really long time since we could gather 
in fellowship in-person, encouraging one an-
other as we sing praises to the risen Lord. 
Why is that? Because it has been – almost 3 
months!  
  
I pray that there have been some pluses to 
this pause of regular worship at the church. 
Schedules were cleared to spend valuable time with your families. Family devotions 
and supper together became regular instead of occasional. Time to devote to your 
devotional life and God’s Word. These and others were realized blessings.  
 
Some improvements even happened at church. Additions and improvements have 
been made to our video capabilities, some members of the congregation that hadn’t 
been involved in other ways have volunteered to assist in continuing to produce wor-
ship services that will bring worship to your homes even after the pandemic is gone. 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow!  
  
In desiring to return to worship we are not put at odds with our Governor’s man-
dates as churches have been made exempt from it from the get-go; nor are we fail-
ing to love one another. We stopped in-person public worship months ago to help 
keep each other safe from unintentional transmission of this virus. In Christian free-
dom we understand that there are multiple God-pleasing decisions that can be made 
at this point.  
  
Working hand-in-hand with the leadership of the congregation and the Return to 
Worship Task Force we have made the decision resume public worship on June 14th.  
 
There has been much prayer, meditation, and discussion as to how to execute our 
coming back together. We do not take lightly the risks and dangers associated with 
the coronavirus or its contagious nature. We also trust that with proper precautions 
we can worship together in a responsible and God pleasing manner.  
  
This decision is by no means intended to burden the hearts of those that feel it is not 
yet the proper time for public worship. Nor is it intended to simply appease those 
who feel we should have opened sooner. We only desire to gather in the house of 
the Lord and hear his Word and receive his Sacrament in a way that gives glory to 
God and keeps our family safe at the same time. 
 
There is no reason or room to judge the hearts of our members for their decision to 
come to church or their decision to continue worshiping at home. Given the circum-
stances both are acceptable and God pleasing. We are asking all of you to make 
your own personal decision regarding worship and respect the decision that others 
will make as well.  
  
Thank you for your support during this unprecedented time. Thanks for your contin-
ued prayers for our leaders and congregation. Even in these uncertain times we 
have the promise of knowing that our loving heavenly Father has got us in His al-
mighty hands. We know that He has been, He is, and He will continue to be fighting 
for us, His children (Exodus 14:14). He’s shown us that in Jesus! 
 
Whether we see each other at church on the 14th or in your homes on that same 
date know that in Christ we are one! 
 
God loves you and so do I!   
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Is it responsible to re-open at this time?  
The governor has lifted the stay-at-home order as of June 
1st. Governor Whitmer has never said that churches could 
not meet. We chose to suspend our in-person worship out 
of concern and love for the safety of our members and 
community. It is now time to gather and offer corporate 
worship for the well being of our members and communi-
ty.  
 

What actions is COS taking to help limit the 
likelihood of spreading the coronavirus?  
Our building has continued to be cleaned throughout the 
pandemic and is cleaned throughout the week. Doors will 
be propped open and things that we normally touch will 

not be utilized such as the friendship pad, offering plates, and hymnals. We will be ushering people in and 
out of the pews that are specific to each service. COS will provide hand sanitation stations for your use and 
masks will be worn. We ask that anyone who is not feeling well or has been exposed to the virus please 
stay home.  
 

How many people will be allowed in each service? Is there a sign up process?  
We plan to re-open at about 25% capacity putting us at about 120-150 people in the sanctuary. Each ser-
vice will have dedicated rows, and ushers will help seat each group. The church doors will open 1/2 hour 
before the service begins. We will not use a sign up for these services as we want all people to feel wel-
come and to have the chance to join us for worship. We do have plans in place for overflow if our space fills 
up. If you are not able or ready to join us for our corporate worship service, we invite you to participate in 
the recorded service that will be posted late Sunday morning. We plan to record and post the 8:30am ser-
vice and expect it will be ready online by 10:00am every Sunday morning. You can find those recordings 
on our Worship at Home page.  
 

What will look different in each service?  
Our services will look much like our current online service. We will not share the peace, pass an offering 
plate, or pass the friendship pads. We encourage you to use our online check-in to let us know you were 
with us. We will not use hymnals. Bulletins will be available for you to pick up if you choose. We will use 
the screens for all portions of our worship service. We will still have confession & absolution, the Word will 
be read & preached, and prayers of the people will be lifted up.  
 

Will I be required to wear a mask?  
We strongly encourage everyone to wear a mask for the safety and comfort of our community. We will 
have masks available if you do not have one of your own. Our volunteers will be wearing masks. We un-
derstand that wearing a mask is one of the best ways to help stop the spread of germs.  
 

Will singing be a part of our worship service?  
Yes. Singing will be part of our worship services. Singing is one of the ways we express our faith and grow 
in our faith. There are contradictory reports on how much singing spreads the virus. Christ Our Savior feels 
that we have taken precautions to minimize the danger that singing may cause by social distancing and 
wearing masks.  
 

Will there be communion at the services? What will be the procedure for commun-
ion?  
The Lord's Supper will be celebrated at both of our services. We will continue to use the pre-packaged, in-
dividual communion wine and wafers used for our Family of Faith Communion services. If you do not at-
tend our in-person worship and wish to receive communion you may contact the Pastors or the church of-
fice to make arrangements for you and your family to receive communion.  
 

Will there be Bible Studies and Sunday School offered on site?  
No. Our online Sunday morning Bible Studies will continue to be taught and recorded by our Pastors. You 
can find those recordings on our Bible Study at Home page. We will continue to offer resources for fami-
lies through the summer months. We encourage everyone to grow in their faith together, at home or in our 
building. Support, encourage, and have faith conversations with the people you are connected to.  
 

What other parts of the church building will be accessible?  
The bathrooms by the glass doors will be open and available. The lounge will be open for families with 
young children who need to step out during the service. Doors will be propped open. The rest of the build-
ing will be closed including the nursery, classrooms, early childhood wing, offices, and other bathrooms.  
 

Where should I enter and exit the building?  
Please enter and exit through the doors under the canopy. The doors will be propped open to minimize the 
surfaces that you need to touch and ushers will show you to your seats and dismiss you from your seats. 
The church building will be open a 1/2 hour before the service begins. We ask that you fellowship outside 
at a safe distance.  

https://site.snappages.site/worship-at-home
https://site.snappages.site/check-in
https://site.snappages.site/bible-study-at-home


 

 

Top row: Sam Kuszynski , Emilie Fremder, Amy Kuszynski  
Middle row: Mark Young, Grant Ingersoll, George Boulware 
Bottom row: Emma Magner, Sarah Zaske, Mackenzie Richards 

Congratulations Senior Class of 2020 

Anna Magner 
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Christ Our Savior Lutheran Church 
14175 Farmington Road, Livonia, MI  48154 

Jesus is our Confidence ! 
“Making disciples who share the love of Jesus Christ in these communities and with people everywhere.” 

Find all of these articles and 

more on our website at 

www.christoursavior.org. 

Find us on Facebook 

@COSLivonia 


