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Christ Our Savior continues to 

serve the community through our 

food pantry, donating 30 flood 

buckets to LERT , and delivering 

74 hygiene bags to the boys at 

Methodist Children’s Home Society. 

Christ Our Savior returned to in person 

worship on June 14. We continue to offer 

our online option as well. 

Be sure to go to www.christoursavior.org/blog to read the latest articles and share the articles in the Disciplegram 

with your neighbors. 
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Wikipedia defines crisis management as the process by which an organization (in our case a church) deals 
with a disruptive and unexpected event that threatens to harm the organization or its stakeholders (members). 
 
Let’s see…has there been anything in the last, say in the last 4 months, that individually and collectively we 
have dealt with that was unexpected and disruptive?? Um….can you say Covid19? The above Wikipedia defi-
nition pretty much describes my life lately, as I’m sure it does yours. Disruptive, unexpected and maybe even 
threatening at times.   
 
As a result of the pandemic there is a lot of crisis management happening wherever you are. Hospitals. Gov-
ernmental agencies. Businesses. Congregations. Families. Over the last several months all of us have made 
countless decisions, countless adjustments, countless changes. Where will we go? Where will we not go? 
What will we do? What will we not do? Cover? Gather? Isolate? Test? 
 
As I make decisions, I’m reminded that those things that are important to me are helping me in the decision-
making process. What are those principals that shape and mold who I am and what I say and do? Deci-
sions need to be made not just for the sake of ‘making a decision’ but for the good of my family, for the good 
of the people that I serve and the furthering of the kingdom of Jesus.   
 
These are challenging times, to say the least! In any situation, Covid19 
times included, there are always new opportunities for me and all of us to 
shine the love of Jesus. Please do! He hasn’t failed you, forsaken you 
or forgotten what’s going on in your life. He is faithful! So, remem-
ber that when you are tempted to forget. 
 
Here are some foundational principals that I’m not going to compromise 
on when living in these times or when making decisions in this crisis 
management mode. They are helpful for me to look at time and time 
again. I pray that they are to you as well. 
 

• I will trust in God’s love and power above that of the government or money. 

• I will be directed by truth not emotions. 

• I will work to sort out facts from fiction. 

• I will not follow the crowd or jump on a bandwagon– even if I like the music. 

• I will love my neighbor. 

• I will be prayerful. 

• I will be joyful. 
 
Please know that these “I will’s” are empowered by the Holy Spirit living in me. Together, let’s not compro-
mise on who we are in Jesus. Others are watching what we do as we navigate this crisis. I pray that they’ll 
see Jesus in me. I pray that they’ll see Jesus in us! 
 
God loves you and so do I! 

By Rev. Dean Davenport, Senior Pastor 

“As I make decisions, I’m 

reminded that those things 

that are important to me are 

helping me in the decision-

making process.” 



 

 

 

 
Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 
 
Almost two months ago, the Church Council appointed a task force to develop guidelines for 1) getting our 
staff safely back to work in the office and 2) getting our congregation safely back to corporate worship. We’re 
writing to share an update of our work since our first letter to you last month. 
 
Christ Our Savior has resumed on-site public worship services.  
The task force developed recommendations for a safe and responsible opening for everyone who chooses to 
worship in-person. We made decisions about facilities, signs, logistics, seating, sanitization, and more. In-
person Sunday services resumed on June 14. Also, funeral services have resumed. 
 
Christ Our Savior implemented protocols to continue worship services.  
Mindful of guidance from the State of Michigan and Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, we devel-
oped recommendations that allow us to worship together in a responsible manner. Specifically, we: 

Encouraged face coverings as a way to limit the spread of coronavirus. And we understand that some 
won’t be wearing masks due to medical conditions or age. 

Ensured compliance with safe practices, such as encouraging persons who are sick or who have had 
recent contact with someone who has COVID-19 to worship from home. 

Implemented changes that minimize contact, such as seating every-other pew to maintain physical 
distancing, receiving the Lord’s Supper in the pew, giving offerings at the door, and moving after-
service fellowship outdoors. 

Developed a sanitization process that involves applying a solution to the pew backs and modesty rails 
between services. Afterwards, a team wipes the solution dry. We also prop exterior doors open while 
doing this to bring in fresh air. 

 
Christ Our Savior staff are back to work in the office.   
We delivered a plan to ensure a healthy work environment that complies with the Governor’s executive or-
ders regarding workplace safety. In addition, our parish nurse trained staff on the plan, including appropriate 
use of personal protective equipment and workspace cleaning practices. 
 
There’s more to do.   
We continue to monitor recommendations from the State and CDC, which are based on the latest science.  
Our goal is to “get back to normal” when the time is right. We’re developing recommendations for the next 
phase of “return to worship,” to be implemented as the pandemic recedes. We’re also working on guidelines 
for how groups within our congregation and community can return to meeting on-site. 
 
We’re encouraged by your support and we welcome your feedback.   
We know there are diverse perspectives on how best to worship together safely. We thank you for your flexi-
bility and willingness to adopt new practices for everyone’s safety. We invite your prayers for wisdom as we 
continue our work. May God grant to all good health and an end to this pandemic. Whatever our future holds, 
we know, as the spiritual song reminds us, that “God’s got the whole world in His hands!” 
 
In Christ, 
The Return to Worship Task Force 
 
Jan Bernick, PhD, FNP-BC, parish nurse   Lindsay Miller, member 
Rev. Dean Davenport, senior pastor    Mike Puterbaugh, elder representative 
Matt Fremder, task force chairperson    Gunther Ruck, member 
Sandy Keil, RN, council representative      Tom Schroeder, staff representative 
Amy Kuszynski, member     Arlo Wiltenburg, council chairman 
Jennifer Kuszynski, member     Carrie Young, member 
David Miller, member 

Enter his gates with thanksgiving, and his courts with praise! Give thanks to him; bless 
his name! Psalm 100:4 

An Update from the Return-To-Worship Task Force 
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Board Games  
You might want to enjoy some classic board games with family, friends, neighbors, etc. You might also want to pick a new one or two to 

purchase and enjoy! Here are a few suggestions.  

There are many beautiful parks not far from Christ Our Savior Lutheran Church where 

you, with or without family or friends, can enjoy God’s creation, prayer walks, and fun 

times.  

• In Livonia, Bicentennial Park is at 7 mile & Wayne roads. It has playground 

equipment, athletic fields & courts, walking trails, exercise space, and more. 

• Also in Livonia, Rotary Park is at 6 mile & Hubbard roads. It has universally 

accessible playground equipment, athletic courts, hiking trails in the woods, con-

crete walking trails, pavilions, picnic tables, green space, and more.   

• More information about Livonia parks can be found on the Livonia Parks 

Division website. There are links to find the features you are interested in. 

• Up a few miles on Farmington Road from our church, Heritage Park is located on Farmington Road 

between Ten and Eleven Mile roads in Farmington Hills. This park has miles of hiking trails, a splash 

pad, playground, picnic area, in-line hockey rink, sand volleyball courts, and more. 

• Kensington Metropark is a regional park located in Milford. It includes hiking trails, paved hike-bike 

trails, beaches, splash pad, a nature center, picnic areas, a golf course, and more. 

• The closest State Park to Christ Our Savior Lutheran Church is Maybury State Park in Northville. Ac-

tivities available are biking, hiking, horseback riding, fishing, picnicking and more. 

• Belle Isle Park in Detroit is another State Park nearby with a lot to offer. There is hiking, biking, fishing, 

swimming, picnicking, nature programs, and more. Some of the attractions at this park are the Dossin 

Great Lakes Museum, Belle Isle Nature Center, Belle Isle Aquarium, Livingstone Memorial Lighthouse 

and others. (Some of these attractions may be currently closed due to COVID 19).  

Candy Land, HiHo Cherry-O, Colorama, Zingo!, Hungry, Hungry Hippos, Hoot Owl 

Hoot!, Roll and Play, The Sneaky, Snacky Squirrel Game, Eye Found It! Games 

(Richard Scarry’s Busytown and World of Disney, etc.), Match/Memory games.  

You can even make your own by drawing the cards, using stamps or stickers, or even 

using family pictures or pictures from the computer. 

• Search Make Your Own Memory Game for inspiration.  

Trouble, Sorry, Clue, Monopoly (many versions), Yahtzee, Jenga, Pictionary, Charades, 

Heads Up!, What Do You Meme? Family Edition, Throw Throw Burrito, Apples to Ap-

ples (Junior and regular versions), Scattergories, 5 Second Rule, Pickles to Penguins!, 

Catan, This That & Everything 

Bibleopoly, Apples to Apples – Bible Edition, Guesstures – Bible Edition, Outburst – 

Bible Edition, Scattergories – Bible Edition, Bible Taboo 

Cornhole, Horseshoes, Ring Toss, Yard Bowling, Ladder Golf, Washers, Giant Jenga, 

Giant Kerplunk 

• Most of these games can be purchased as well as made yourself. You can find 

fairly simple DIY instructions using Google or Youtube.  

Younger 

Children 

Older 

Children 

Bible 

Edition 

Outdoor 

Games 

Parks & Nature Walks 

Tips for Screen Free Summer Hours 

By Karla Schettenhelm, Children’s Ministry 
Find the original blog on our website with links, more suggestions, & a link to an original blog from CPH  

https://www.google.com/maps/place/Bicentennial+Park/42.4280557,-83.3944576,16z/data=!4m12!1m6!3m5!1s0x8824b2252c9a7571:0x53e865ecb594ff31!2sBicentennial+Park!8m2!3d42.4286813!4d-83.3916251!3m4!1s0x8824b2252c9a7571:0x53e865ecb594ff31!8m2!3d42.4286813!4d-83.391
https://metrodetroitmommy.com/rotary-park-in-livonia-universally-accessible-playscape/
https://www.livonia.gov/1561/Parks-Division
https://www.livonia.gov/1561/Parks-Division
https://fhgov.com/Activities/Parks-Facilities/Heritage-Park.aspx
https://www.metroparks.com/parks/kensington-metropark/
https://www.michigan.org/property/maybury-state-park
https://www2.dnr.state.mi.us/parksandtrails/Details.aspx?id=736&type=SPRK#overview
https://youtu.be/-08fakxgDL4


 

 

In many ways this seems like a screen activity because researching another culture would 
often include googling topics to find information. When libraries open, you can get some 
books about a culture and read from books instead of online material. Another way to learn 
about other cultures is to talk to people who are different than you. Talk to a friend or a 
neighbor whose history is different than yours. See what they can tell you about their culture 
and share your culture with them. 
 
Visiting museums is another way to learn about different cultures. Here is a short list of mu-
seums in our area that help teach about the history of people and their cultures. 
 

• The Henry Ford Museum and Greenfield Village in Dearborn reo-

pens with limited hours and access July 2nd for members and July 9th for the general public. 

• The Charles H. Wright Museum of African American History in Detroit reopens July 10th. 

• The Arab American National Museum in Dearborn is closed until further notice. More information about 

the museum can be found on the website. 

• The Holocaust Memorial Center in Farmington Hills is reopening soon. More information can be found 

on the website. 

• You can find some printable pages that can be colored, filled in, etc. to help preserve the memories of 

this time, by searching Quarantine Time Capsule. 

• Visual Faith Ministry has some COVID-19 resources that might provide insight in a time capsule – 

prayer sheets that could be filled in with prayers from this time, bookmarks with Bible verses that 

might help you focus on God through this turmoil, and prayer cards that share some thoughts about 

what people have been going through. 

• Depending on the size of the time capsule other items you could include are a roll of toilet paper (or 

an empty roll), a mask, an empty bottle of hand sanitizer, devotions you read, and a list of who you 

prayed for during this time including anyone who may have had the virus. 

• Anything about how your routine changed 

because of the pandemic could help you re-

member the experience; for example, write 

about how your family watched church on tv 

or on the computer because church buildings 

were closed. 

• Future generations will read about this time in 

history books. Time capsules will provide a 

personal look at how it really affected people.  

Recent events have been truly historical. Years from now a time capsule will help children 

(and adults) remember the history we lived through. Time capsules can be purchased, or 

you can just use a box, a jar, or whatever you come up with.  
Make a Time Capsule  

Learn the History of a Culture Different than Your Own  

Hopefully, some of these ideas have given you a jumping off point for how to spend some screen-free time. Instead of a constant WIFI 

connection this summer, take time yourself and with others to connect with God, the people He  has put in your life, and His creation.  

https://www.thehenryford.org/
https://www.thewright.org/
https://arabamericanmuseum.org/
https://www.holocaustcenter.org/
https://letsembark.ca/time-capsule
https://www.visualfaithmin.org/covid19-resources
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Family of God 
By Rev. Tyler Cronkright, 

Associate Pastor at Family of God 

Coronavirus and social unrest have had Pastor Hill and I 
thinking about how we can better serve our community 
and better serve our volunteers. The pandemic and shut-
down have given us a lot of time to explore other avenues 
of doing ministry. Obviously, there is the street minis-
try that many of you are up to date on and the continuing 
food ministry. We also took some time during the pan-
demic to explore technological ministry, as so many other 
churches have, and began putting services, discussions, 
devotions, and sermons on our Facebook page. 
 
One of the things that I, personally, have been doing is exploring different podcasts while being out and about 
on my bike. I am finding that it is an awesome way to start the day, pass the time driving in the car, and even 
finish the evening before bed. Anyway, I had been sharing different podcasts that I have come across with 
Pastor Hill and he suggested, “What if you and I began one?” This began our discussion of what our theme 
might be, what our purpose might be, what our logo could be, and the list goes on and on. It was some very 
spirited discussion. 
 
After purchasing equipment, finding some software, and getting it all set 
up with a provider, we launched the first episode of Jesus, Dietrich, 
and Me on June 19, 2020. Each week, we look at different quotes from 
the German theologian Dietrich Bonhoeffer and weave them together 
with Jesus and current cultural affairs. Our goal is simple. We want to 
enlighten our listeners about one of our favorite guys, Pastor Bonhoef-
fer, while talking about some very tough, but serious topics. We have 
three episodes produced already, and I have to say that each are get-
ting better. The discussions have been great, and the quality has been 
improving. We will be hoping to even have guests on the show in the 
future! 
 
How big will our audience be? That remains to be discovered. But, as 
Abraham pleaded with God for Sodom, for the sake of 50, 45, 40, 30, 
20, or even 10, we will produce the episodes. We would encourage you 
all to take a listen! You can find them on our Facebook page and on 
various platforms such as Spotify, Google Podcasts, RadioPublic, 
and Anchor. Please give us your feedback (email is good) as you listen! 
It has been a joy to do them for you!  
 
Visit the COS website and blog to find this article with links to the podcast.  

We want to enlighten 

our listeners about one 

of our favorite guys, 

Pastor Bonhoeffer, 

while talking about 

some very tough, but 

serious topics.  

Pastor Tyler before 

leading worship at 

Christ Our Savior on 

July 5th.  

Two girls from Family 

of God happy to see 

each other again! 

http://christoursavior.org/blog/tag/street-ministry
http://christoursavior.org/blog/tag/street-ministry
http://christoursavior.org/blog/2019/10/15/the-faces-of-family-of-god
http://christoursavior.org/blog/2019/10/15/the-faces-of-family-of-god
https://www.facebook.com/FamilyofGodinChristMinistry/?epa=SEARCH_BOX
https://anchor.fm/tyler-cronkright/episodes/Episode-2---The-Cost-Of-Discipleship-efufj5?fbclid=IwAR3ntoLF92d_fRD9Uxp503-WnXD3cJHsqA3OdX6OXb356GUsJrDrhKoyigA
mailto:tyler@fogdetroit.com?subject=podcast&cc=jim@fogdetroit.com


 

 

Pastor Mandla Khumalo is the founding pastor of St. Peter Confession-
al Lutheran Church in Middleburg, South Africa. He has been in minis-
try over 40 years. Pastor Khumalo is the presiding Bishop of the Con-
fessional Lutheran Church of South Africa and is now serving as mis-
sionary to the Michigan District, LCMS, operating in Lansing, Michigan. 
 

Pastor Khumalo was born in Belfast, South Africa in 1960. He is mar-
ried to Lindiwe. They have two children, a boy and a girl, and two 
grandsons. As a young man he joined the student uprising against the 
Apartheid government using force and violence to make his points. 
While hiding from the police in a church he was invited to attend a ser-
vice. During this service he was transformed by the Spirit. He turned 
himself in to the police and renounced his ties to the resistance. He 
began to share the Gospel of Jesus anywhere he could: in homes, on 
street corners, & under trees. 
 

In 1986 he met Pastor Rick Leinberger from St. Peter Lutheran 
Church, Arlington Heights, Illinois and a long and lasting friendship and partnership began. In 1988 Pastor Khumalo be-
gan his studies at Concordia Theological Seminary in Ft. Wayne, Indiana. He graduated in 1989. He had previously grad-
uated from the Southern African School of Theology in 1981. 
 

In 1989 Pastor Khumalo gathered his partner pastors and formed the Confessional Lutheran Church in South Africa. His 
congregation, St. Peter Confessional Lutheran Church, Middelburg, became part of the Lutheran Church in South Africa 
(previously affiliated with Assemblies of God). 
 

The partnership with St. Peter Lutheran Church, Arlington Heights and St. Peter Confessional Lutheran Church, Middel-
burg flourished. Through this partnership and other support systems the ministry has grown and spread the Gospel of 
Jesus to many. The church in South Africa started with five families and has grown to more than 2,000 members. 
 

In 2013 there were 4 church buildings, 20 congregations, 10 preaching stations/house churches. Today there are 12 full- 
fledged churches and 16 preaching stations with the latest 2 churches being founded within the last 4 years. 
 

St. Peter Confessional Lutheran Church, Middelburg has a pre-primary school, Bethel Preschool with 300 children ages 2
-6. The grade school, St. Peter Christian College hosts 489 students in Kindergarten-6th grade. These schools are the 
first of their kind in a black township and are both highly sought after and have waiting lists for enrollment. 
 

The Center for Missionary Formation was established in 1991. Here men and women are trained for specific ministries in 
the church such as prison, hospital, rural, Bible knowledge, and pastoral foundation. 
 

Caring Friends for Life Organization is part of the church’s social outreach to the community. It is a choir that addresses 
supportive and preventative issues of HIV through songs that educate and share information and hope to the community. 
They were established in 1990. 
 

In recent years an orphanage has been established which attends to children, some who are orphaned as a result of the 
AIDS pandemic. St. Peters Confessional Lutheran church has also teamed up with MOST ministry and their eyeglass clin-
ics to help serve the needy in the community and country. “Through these ministries we have seen the Lord shape our 
ministry to be a service to the people and bring them the knowledge of Christ as their Savior.” 
 

Pastor Khumalo finds great joy in working alongside his family, especially his son, to reach the needy and the lost. He 
enjoys seeing the young people develop into accountable adults who can identify their talents and use them in service to 
Jesus. “I experience joy when I see people come to the knowledge of Christ as their Savior and see how people can be 
assisted to stand on their own and accept each other in spite of their backgrounds.” 

 

As Pastor Khumalo looks back on his life he can see how “Christ halted my way to go into an 
armed struggle to topple the Apartheid regime back to preaching peace to my people. I now 
understand that the problem of my country was not racism, hatred, tribalism, bigotry, apart-
heid but sin itself, and that people do not commit these things because of their birth, origin, 
color, but because of sin and that only Christ can solve that problem.” 
 

As we look toward Pastor Khumalo and his family joining us, they ask that we keep them in 
prayer. We give thanks for all the Jesus has done in and through Pastor Khumalo. We give 
thanks for those who have been called to ministry and pray that God would supply energy, 
strength, perseverance, resilience, courage, and provision to those who serve. We pray that 
God would sustain the ministries and the people of Caring Friends, the orphanage, and the 
schools, especially now, as a result of the Covid-19 pandemic. We pray for good health and 
for the Khumalo family to be strong in God's grace. 
 

Join us on Sunday, July 26 either in person or online as we learn and listen to more from 
Pastor Khumalo as he shares how Jesus has worked in and through him, shaping and mold-
ing him into the man of God he is today. 

By Miriam Rossow, Communications Coordinator 

I now understand that the 

problem of my country 

was not racism, hatred, 

tribalism, bigotry, 

apartheid but sin itself, 

and that people do not 

commit these things 

because of their birth, 

origin, color, but because 

of sin and that only Christ 

can solve that problem.” 
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“Making disciples who share the love of Jesus Christ in these communities and with people everywhere.” 


