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A Decade Remembered 

2010-2019 

COS is excited to follow Jesus into the 
next decade as He continues to lead and 
guide us. We are thankful for these past 
10 years and for the blessings God has 
given us. We continue to strive to follow 
the Great Commission and help all ages 
become better disciples of Jesus through 
Bible Studies, Sunday Worship, and a 
variety of Community Groups that 
encourage fellowship, service, and faith 
growth. What are you excited about 
for Christ Our Savior in the next 
decade? Share on Facebook. 
Go online to the blog to read more 
memories from the past decade! 
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Ordination &  
Installation  

of Pastor Eden 

2010, 2011, 2012, 2013, 2014             2015, 2016, 2017, 2018, 2019

We just finished our “Sunday school” food 
drive, our biggest servant event of the year. 
This has been an annual event for a very long 
time, longer than the past decade. A decade 
ago this food drive pretty much stocked our 
pantry until the food drive the following year. 
Because of the increased use of the pantry 
we are thankful if this food drive can get us 
into the new year. We then depend on our 
members to donate items the rest of the 
year to keep our pantry supplied.   

Over 4000 bags of food 

have been distributed to those 
in need in the area. 

COS celebrates  
35 Years 

Women of the Year 

• Pat Kalitta 

• Barbara Karowich 

• Lori Wiltenburg 

• Sandy Keil 

• Kitty Witt 

• Patsy Domingo 

• Linda Waara 

• Lois Drake 

• Elisabeth Schluckebier 

• Dianne Sherman  

 Over 2000 

quilts have been made 
and sent to Lutheran 
World Relief this past 
decade. Advent by Candlelight 

About 250 women come together 

each year to celebrate the birth of 
Jesus. 

Our Youth have traveled to 

4 National Youth Gatherings 

and a variety of other retreats 
in Michigan! 
 

• We Believe– 2010 

• Live Love(d)- 2013 

• In Christ Alone– 2016 

• Real. Present. God.– 2019 



 

 

Installation of 
Pastor Hill 

Vacation Bible School  
VBS is one of our largest children’s events as well as outreach events. Did you know more than half of the 

children that attend our 
VBS are not members at 
Christ Our Savior? Friends, 
relatives, neighbors, etc. 
come to learn about Jesus 
at our VBS. Our numbers 
have steadily climbed dur-
ing the last decade with a 
sharp increase in 2017 and 
2018. This past year we 
changed the dates which 
seems to have had a dramatic effect on our attendance. In 
2020 we will go back to the 3rd full week in June (June 22-26) 

and anticipate almost 200 children again! Of course that 

many children requires many volunteers!  Plan to volunteer 
this year to see what blessings God has for you through VBS! 

2010, 2011, 2012, 2013, 2014             2015, 2016, 2017, 2018, 2019 

Celebrates 10 
years in 2017 

Family of God 
moves into new 

building 

Over 2200 baskets of food have 

been distributed to those in need at our 
CHRISTmas Blessings! 

• SonQuest Rainforest - 2010 

• SonSurf Beach Bash - 2011 

• SonRise National Park - 2012 

• Tell It On the Mountain - 2013 

• Gangway to Galilee- Amazing 
Grace Adventures - 2014 

• The SonSpark labs show - 2015 

• Barnyard Roundup - 2016 

• Mighty Fortress - 2017 

• Time Lab - 2018 

• Miraculous Mission - 2019 

COS celebrates  
40 years 
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After speaking about Family of God at the congregational meeting in November, Miriam Rossow asked if I 
would consider sharing more from my story and experience with this ministry. She asked how I have 
seen my experience with Family of God affect my relationships with others, with Jesus, with the ministry 
or the people it serves.  

 

“Oh, Lord!” was something like my initial reaction. This would require a level of introspection and revela-
tion that, frankly, my beloved Christ Our Savior small group doesn’t know about my heart after a decade 
of fellowship! … and Linda Waara raised the bar in the November/December Disciplegram with her elo-
quent statement, to wit – “There is unexpected joy in giving of yourself to others and putting your spir-
itual gifts to use.” 

 

In a middle school journalism class, I learned: Don’t bury the lead. 
So, here is a quick answer to Miriam’s request. In my journey the 
past few years as a fellow traveler with the Family of God commu-
nity, I have grown in compassion, respect, humility and gratitude; 
while allowing myself to be more vulnerable and transparent. 

 

Recently, I attended worship at Family of God, where a fragile ba-
by girl was baptized. As Vicar Tyler and Pastor Hill adminis-
tered the Sacrament, I reflected on the fact that we are all 
children of the same God, and that divine grace is freely-
available to everyone, no matter the circumstances. We are 
all broken. 

 

Flash back 57 years: 

I was born – and baptized – into a stalwart, striving family of 
strong men and stronger women, where education, hard work, 
personal responsibility, confidence, and high expectations had 

been the guard rails for many generations.  Dad was a former naval officer. Mom still pens gracious thank 
you notes. Two dozen first cousins share the same genetic and spiritual DNA. An Anglo/German/Swedish-
descended boy in the world’s most prosperous country. How lucky can a baby get? 

 

In 3rd grade, I began piano lessons. “Performing” in front of groups is something I learned about. Practice 
and managing butterflies, too. Development of future spiritual gifts? 

 

In college, I played in one of the nation’s most highly-regarded marching bands, where my Alma Mater’s 
famous fight song rather-proudly proclaims a University that is “Leaders and Best.” True, in some in-
stances. Arrogant to many. I know now that confident, outgoing, educated people can come across as 
smug, but the world was my oyster beginning in 1984, even as my heart remains “true Blue”.   

 

My personal walk with Jesus has taken steps forward, ever since. Not always up; generally forward. 

In my journey the 
past few years as a 
fellow traveler with 
the Family of God 
community, I have 

grown in compassion, 
respect, humility and 

gratitude; while 
allowing myself to be 
more vulnerable and 

transparent. 

By David Crittenden Committed Member, Volunteer and Lay Leader, the Family of God 

Blessed to be a Blessing 



 

 

Several years working with faith groups supporting Habitat for Humanity taught me “the theology of the ham-
mer.” Fertile ground for Christian evangelism is found in an active service ministry that addresses a basic hu-
man need. 

 

A Christ Our Savior congregational study exposed me to the language of a “purpose-driven” church: Worship, 
Fellowship, Discipleship, Mission - and Ministry. 

 

Under Judy Mayle’s tutelage, Bethel Bible Study offered me the biblical understanding and spiritual awareness 
that we are “blessed to be a blessing.” Other than the Bible, truer words were never written. 

 

Indeed, I am blessed with an amazing, caring, compassionate, intelligent wife. God blessed Janeen and me 
with two gifted, beautiful children who seldom give us cause to doubt why we chose to become parents. I gen-
erally achieved my career goals, often working with “challenged bosses”, and prosperity has followed. North-
ville, Michigan is a pretty, clean, safe place to live, full of “people like us”. 

 

And then, on October 25, 2007, when I was 45 years old, I finally became an 
adult. My dad died the morning of my brother’s birthday following a sudden, 
acute illness. I wasn’t prepared for the overwhelming grief that fol-
lowed, but his passing made me vastly more sensitive to the frailty of 
just about everything, the silent suffering of people you pass on the 
street, and the Peace that passes all understanding.   

 

In my lifetime, dear family members or beloved friends have suffered life-
threatening emergencies, chronic disease (cancer, heart, kidney), infertility, 
accidental deaths, unemployment, divorce, alcohol and narcotics addiction, 
confusion over sexual orientation, homelessness, murder and suicide. As my 
alertness has grown, I now grasp that most people share similar narratives, 
only with different faces attached.  

  

At the community called Family of God on Whittaker and Central in Detroit, the wages of sin’s impact on real 
people are obvious, immediate, and cyclical. But does an infant girl baptized December 8, 2019 in a 
hardened neighborhood church in southwest Detroit really “deserve” a different outcome than a 
blessed boy born in Jackson, Michigan in 1962? Does a man or woman suffering chronic addiction 
or mental illness who keeps falling off the ladder – perhaps for undiscovered reasons – really de-
serve our antipathy? No. 

 

Family of God strives to bring hope to the hopeless by showing our community the love and compassion that 
our Savior Jesus Christ has for everyone. Which is why I took up Pastor Hill’s invitation to “come and see” four 
years ago. I haven’t stopped.  

  

My personal experience with the men, women and children who are my brothers and sisters at Family of God 
lead me to alter the lyrics of a venerable song. Over time, it’s becoming: “I will know I am Christian, by my 
love.” My prayer is that others will find their way to Family of God and the joy that comes as a sponsor, men-
tor or volunteer.   

 

Ancient words ever true 
Changing me, and changing you. 
We have come with open hearts 
Oh let the ancient words impart. 

Michael W. Smith 

As my alertness 
has grown, I now 
grasp that most 

people share 
similar 

narratives, only 
with different 

faces attached.  
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2019 



 

 

January 
2020 
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By Rev. Jim Hill, Senior Pastor at Family of God 

 

Almost three years have gone by since Family of God moved from the little store front 
church on Sharon and Vernor to our new church on Whittaker Street in Southwest De-
troit. 

Much has changed: more people coming, a beautiful sanctuary to worship in, and more 
ministry opportunities. (kids summer programs, tutoring, Narcotics Anonymous group) 
We also are host to The Luke Project 52 clinic, a mobile and neighborhood clinic to serve 
in women’s health. We also host Pan da Vida, an LCMS Spanish worshipping congrega-

tion. As well we are working with Ellies House to make a difference for victims of human trafficking. These 
partnerships are unanticipated blessings. 

With all that going on, it’s time to refocus and maintain our mission to the hopeless: drug addicts whom have 
no hope, the homeless homelessness and those caught up in human trafficking. Deacon Tim LeClair (soon to 
be an SMP pastor) and I acknowledged that there are so many out there who are either unaware Family of 
God exists or are too distant to make the walk. These off the grid people are everywhere if you have eyes to 
see. We recognized that there is so much more to do. In our flesh we want to limit our mission: But how can 
we do more? Should we say we do enough? But Christ’s words echo in our hearts: 

I was naked and you clothed me, I was sick, and you visited me, I was in prison and 
 you came to me.’ Then the righteous will answer him, saying, ‘Lord, when did we see 
 you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you drink? And when did we see you a 
 stranger and welcome you, or naked and clothe you? And when did we see you sick or 
 in prison and visit you?’ And the King will answer them, ‘Truly, I say to you, as you did 
 it to one of the least of these my brothers, you did it to me. (Matthew 25:36-40) 

How do we get to these prodigal sons and daughters? First 
step: pray. The answer came quickly; street ministry. We 
needed to become mobile. What happened next was amaz-
ing! God provided a brand-new pull-behind trailer that has a 
heater and generator for electricity!!! 

Describing the vision of this ministry to Tim’s Christian 
coworker and to One Sheep Ministry in Monroe (Trinity and 
Grace LCMS congregations), their two donations covered the 
full cost.  

God’s plan is underway! We have the trailer on order and 
are patiently anticipating delivery. There will be many more 
needs, the things to be given away, but trusting in God’s 
will, we move forward in obedience to the Lord’s purpose. 

This trailer can provide a change of clothing, a warm place 
to change into those clothes that is safe, someone to give 
them the opportunity to get to a shelter, hot food, hygiene 

kits, and most importantly the message of hope that only the Gospel can provide.  

Our initial plan is to go out on the first and third 
Saturday morning of every month with a team of 4
-6 people. We will be relying on God’s provision 
through supporting congregations and donations 
for people, funds, and food. The team will meet at 
Family of God around 7:30 AM to prepare the trail-
er with food clothing and the human need re-
sources required for the day and then leave Family 
of God at 9:30 AM. 

Our route begins at Patton Park on the west side of 
town and ends at Clark Park at the other end of 
Mexicantown.  

Deacon Tim is excited and blessed to be heading up this ministry. We trust Gods plan for this ministry will 
bring some comfort to those who are suffering but most importantly, HOPE to a place infected with hopeless-
ness and despair.  We ask that you remember this ministry in your prayers, and prayerfully consider joining 
us in another effort that God is using to reach His people! 

We trust Gods plan for this ministry will bring some comfort to those who are suffering but most 
importantly, HOPE to a place infected with hopelessness and despair.   

 

Go to www.christoursavior.org for more great articles from Family of God! 

Family of God 

This trailer can provide a change of 
clothing, a warm place to change into 
those clothes that is safe, someone to give 
them the opportunity to get to a shelter, 
hot food, hygiene kits, and most 
importantly the message of hope that only 
the Gospel can provide.  



 

 

By Rev. Joel S. Eden, Associate Pastor 
 
What does the cross of Jesus Christ have to do with suicide and 
those who suffer from deep depression, anxiety, and dis-ease on a 
daily basis? Simply put it has everything to do with it. This was 
the focus of a conversation recently held at Christ Our Savior for 
youth and adults titled “Let’s Talk about Suicide and the Cross”. 
 

Statistics and personal stories alike demonstrate both the promi-
nence and tragedy of suicide in the United States, but few people 
talk about it freely and openly because of the pain and loss associat-
ed with it. We wanted to break through the fear of talking about it 
and were pleased with the number of adults and youth who wanted to be part of the conversation, too. Our Sr. 
High youth were actually the ones who picked this topic for our first “Let’s Talk about…” conversation. Many of 
the youth and adults in our congregation have been directly impacted by the suicide of a loved one in their life. 
 

We need not fear talking about suicide, though. In fact, one myth that is often promoted is that if you talk 
about suicide with people who are depressed (or with anyone at all), this will get them to consider it themselves 
when they would have never considered it otherwise. On the contrary, not talking about suicide with those who 
are at risk leaves them isolated from voices of compassion and love—voices of concern and truth that they des-
perately need to hear. 
 

The cross of Jesus Christ brings hope in the midst of “dis-ease”. Dis-ease of the body, mind, and even spirit can 
be debilitating and crushing to experience, but the cross of Jesus reminds us that there is hope beyond the dis-
ease of this life. As we discussed in my family’s morning devotions today, if Jesus had left the cross like he was 
demanded to do by his haters, he would have proved one thing (that he really was God) but he would not have 
had the opportunity to overcome death and the grave like he did when he rose again from the dead! By stay-
ing on the cross, Jesus paid for all our sinfulness and won eternal life for us that will be free from 
the dis-eases of this life. 
 

Suicide is never God’s will. Suicide is never the answer. Suicide is never reversible. But suicide can be prevent-
ed. 
 

A few important short-term strategies include:  

• always sharing someone’s plans to kill themselves with someone else—never keep it a secret  

• removing access to lethal tools of suicide such as guns, drugs, etc.  

• always acknowledging that a person’s dis-ease is legitimate 

• simply talking and praying with the person who is contemplating suicide. 
 

Long-term strategies for helping prevent suicide include:  

• maintaining healthy social connections and relationships, particularly with those who will guide you to Jesus in 
your daily walk  

• prioritizing healthy family time 

• finding or becoming a mentor  

• becoming anchored in the Word of God and a community of believers that you regularly meet with. 
 

"Suicide is never God’s will. Suicide is never the answer. Suicide is never reversible. But suicide can 
be prevented." 
 

In the midst of dis-ease of any kind, we need hope—hope that changes our perspective and brings life and light 
in the midst of darkness. Ask any youth or parent of an adolescent or teen and you will hear about how many 
kids are simply lacking hope these days. Through faith in Jesus Christ, we have the forgiveness of sins 
that brings with it hope to last for all eternity. 
 

When you know the outcome of the war, you fight each daily battle against dis-ease differently. The war 
against dis-ease has been won; it will not last forever. With the Spirit of God alive in us, we are reminded 
daily of this victory that is ours through faith and we wield the weapons of faith against the powers of darkness 
around us! 
 

When our sin weighs us down and seeks to lead us to despair, we say, “Look at the cross where my Savior died 
and my sins were forgiven!” When the big tragedies of life ambush us or the daily stresses gradually build a 
prison cell around us, we say, “I was set free in the waters of baptism by the same God who watched His Son 
die on the cross!” 
 

We continuously remind each other that the cross of Jesus Christ absolutely has everything to do 
with suicide.  
 

 
Go to www.christoursavior.org to share this article and listen to the presentation from Pastor Eden.  
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Serve at COS 

“When we went out to give the invitations for the Christmas Blessings baskets, we wondered who we 
would meet. Our first contact was a lady who said, "Thank You, but please give the basket to someone 
who really needs it. I'm fine." The second lady immediately began crying and said, "I wondered how I 
was going to feed my family for Christmas.Thank you so much!". And we hugged and cried for 
joy!! Our third contact asked if she could give the invitation to someone at her church who really need-
ed help. When we returned to our car, we sat and cried and prayed - how wonderful it was that God 
had led us to exactly the right people! We were thankful to be part of a great mission project!” -Pastor 
Joseph & Shirley Fabry 

“Beth shared with me that she has a 17-year-old son and when I said we need to get a big box for a 
growing teenager she began to cry. Hugging me she explained he is her stepson and they are trying 
so hard to put his life back together after living with mom who was very dysfunctional....she continued 
to hug me as she thanked us over and over again for our help.”- Sandy Keil  

“Another amazing Christmas blessing basket program! It was wonderful to see some familiar faces and 
hear how God is present in their lives. One familiar comment said by many was "what a blessing" this 
program is to them and their family. It is a joy to be a part of this type of outreach, especially to see 
how far Christ's message is reaching.” - Ellen Hoyer 

“I had a great opportunity with a lady & her son named Noah. I was talking to her about our church 
services on Christmas eve & Christmas day. She said she was going to try to make it. Just making 
small talk & such. I was about to say goodbye to them & I asked what her son's name was, to see if 
"Noah" has been good this year. I asked him if he knew what was so important about his name. Noah 
had no clue. So, I continued to drop clues that a kid would be able to guess. Obviously, building an 
ark to save the animals from the great flood. I found out that Noah, really was an animal lover & 
made a connection of the importance of his name. His mother was behind us. I was unaware that in 
this time that I was talking to her son that she had started crying. I can only guess that she was over-
whelmed with joy from all the blessings that WE ALL brought to her & her son. Without notice she 
stole a heartfelt hug & exchanged a sincere thank you. Even if only for a short time, we all have the 
opportunity to make a difference in somebody else's life. This had me thinking about the true meaning 
about human kindness and generosity without strings attached. Sounds kind of like the love that Je-
sus has for all mankind. I hope that we all never forget the true meaning of Christmas. I will admit at 
times vision can get clouded bit. I think that it is these kind of moments that can humble a person and 
bring them back in check. Merry Christmas!!” - Jason Ulrich  

“A mom with two young boys shared with me that they've been coming for Christmas Basket Bless-
ings since her older son, who is six, was one. She said this breakfast each year is one of their favorite 
Christmas traditions. She then said that she thinks, even if they get to a point where they don't need 
the baskets anymore, that they'll still come for breakfast because they so look forward to it. What a 
blessing it is for me, to be able to be a part of something that seems so simple to me, yet it means 
so much to others!” - Carrie Young 

As we get ready for another 
year of CHRISTmas Bless-
ings we look back at the 
past years and how these 
baskets have touched the 
lives of the people in this 
community.  



 

 

You may feel nervous 

about coming to Grief-

Share the first time. For 

about 5 years the Grief-

Share program provides 

a place to be with other 

people who are experi-

encing hurts, roller-coaster emotions, loss and pain due to a loved 

one’s death. GriefShare is scripture based and provides a safe and 

confidential environment to learn and share with others who are griev-

ing. In a world which urges a grieving person to “move on” or “get 

over it,” this is the safe place to come to purposely grieve and be 

loved and accepted.   

You will learn helpful, practical information, and tools to cope. Top ex-

perts share their losses and professional expertise through a DVD we 

watch together. After watching the DVD, there is time for you to talk and share your experiences and sto-

ries of your loved one. There is no requirement to talk and share; you may choose to listen and learn from 

other participants.    

A free, personal workbook is provided to write notes during the DVD. There are lessons and scripture for 

your personal reflection and learning between the weekly meetings. Topics covered are: Is This Normal? 

Challenges of Grief, Journey of Grief, Grief and your Relationships, Why? Guilt and Anger, Complicating Fac-

tors, Stuck, Lessons of Grief, Heaven, and What Do I live for now? 

Former participants have shared:  

 

 

 

 

 

Contact the GriefShare Leader, Mike McGrath at 248-505-8894 or co-facilitator Deb Koch at 734-891-4583 

with any questions you may have or visit www.griefshare.org to find out more.  

Support at COS 

Next Session 

January 6, 2020 – 

March 16, 2020 

 

GriefShare meets 

every Monday 

evening at 6:30 

“this program saved 

my life”  

“I can move forward 

with my loved one in 

my heart”  

“I came in reluctant as 

a stranger and am now 

leaving family”  

“this helped me realize 

I am not crazy – what I 

am feeling with 

grieving is normal and 

I will be okay” 

Cancer hits just about every person in some way or another. 

Some of us are watching a friend go through cancer or a rel-

ative. Some of us are going through cancer of our own. May-

be a co-worker or acquaintance is dealing with cancer or has 

talked about their relative who is battling cancer. Maybe you 

are the care giver and maybe you are receiving care. No 

matter how cancer has touched your life it is hard.  

The Cancer Companions group wants to support you and en-

courage you. In January they are encouraging you to 

join with people all over the nation in prayer.  

Sign up to receive a prayer sent to you via e-mail for 30 days– the month of January. In prayer let us lift up 

to Jesus those who have been touched by cancer and look for how He is working in and through them and 

us! 

You can find a link to this on our website on the Cancer Companions page or go to www.cancer-

companions.org. 

http://www.griefshare.org
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Christmas Eve Worship 

Tuesday, December 24 

Family Service with Communion  

5:00pm 

Candlelight  

11:00pm 

Christmas Day Worship 

Wednesday, December 25 

Service of Holy Communion  

10:00am 

New Year’s Eve Worship 

Tuesday, December 31 

Service of Holy Communion  

7:00pm 

Winter Sunday School  
 

December 22 & 29 
No Youth and Family Night  

December 29 
No Sunday morning Bible Study   

 
 

January 5– 9:45am -10:45am 
Deacon Hahn and Kathy share about 

MOST trip to South Africa 
 

January 5- 9:45am -10:45am 
Children & Youth Bible Studies resume 

 
 

January 12- 9:45am -10:45am 
• Deacon Hahn & Phil Krauss 

“Sticky Faith” 
 

• Pastor Davenport 
Lutheran Foundations 

 

• Mark Anders  
Enduring Faith 


