***A handout for small group leaders.

SCRIPTURE READING & REFLECTION QUESTIONS:
Welcome and Opening Prayer.
Message
Welcome to Vertical small group. On Sunday we begin the advent season with a message
from Isaiah 7 and Matthew 1 This message was titled, “The King is Here.”
Isaiah, whose name means, “The Lord is Salvation,” was a prophet to Judah during the
time of the divided kingdom. His ministry spanned more than 50 years and it is rumored that he
was martyred during the reign of King Manasseh by being sawn in two. Isaiah was sent to
wicked king Ahaz of Judah who acted like the evil kings of the northern kingdom of Israel.
Isaiah is said to be the greatest of the Old Testament prophets because he prophesied from the
voice of God himself not just receiving the spirit of prophecy. Isaiah prophesied to Judah at the
same time as Micah and Hosea in the North.
The goal of preaching is a higher view of Scripture leading to a deeper worship of God.
Southern Judah and the northern kingdom of Israel are different countries. Isaiah was
sent to wicked king Ahaz. The story of his reign is found in three different places, 2 Kings 1318, 2 Chronicles 25-32 and Isaiah 7 and 8. Ahaz was so wicked that he sacrificed his own
children in pagan sacrifices. He also engaged in depraved acts with the pagan fertility cults that
were outlawed by God in Judah.

Ahaz is not a good king and we do not want to be like Ahaz
Ahaz sacrificed what was precious to Idols: The things used for worship of God alone were
given to idols. In Leviticus 10: 10 God says do not make what is sacred common distinguish
between the two. Ahaz violated this and gave what was God’s alone to common use. In fact, it
was worse than that he gave what belonged to God to pagan idols.
Ahaz sacrificed his family: This is the reference to what happened in the valley of Hinnom and
where we get the New Testament idea of Gehenna or hell.
What do we sacrifice that is precious our children, our relationships, church?
Ahaz sacrificed his virtue: 2 Kings 16: 4 says, “And He (Ahaz) sacrificed and made offerings on
the high places on the hills and on every green tree.
Do we sacrifice our virtue what might this look like in our culture today?
Ahaz sacrificed his place of worship: he took an idea that he got from the pagan cultures around
the region and replaced the alter of God for a pagan substitute.
How do we do this today what do we replace with church what do we replace with Bible study
and time alone with God?
Ahaz sacrificed his fear of God for a fear of Man: God told him through Isaiah do not fear (Isaiah
7: 4) these men you are afraid of are like smoldering stumps in a field they will not bother you.
God then asked Isaiah to tell King Ahaz you can have anything you wish do you remember
anyone else who asked for this it was a relative of Ahaz (Solomon in 2 Chronicles 1: 11). Even
after he did all these wicked things God was willing to give him anything he wanted, (Isaiah 7:
10) “Ask a sign of the Lord you God let it be deep as Sheol or high as heaven” but in his
arrogance he refused. And said to Isaiah (Isaiah 7: 12) “I will not ask and I will not put the Lord to
the test.” So God did it anyway and not for the wicked king but for all of Israel and for all of us
God gave a sign and Matthew completes this many centuries later.
Are we fearful about what people may do to us or say about us?
What is God’s answer to this fear?
The next part of the message from today is found in Matthew 1: 18-25,
“Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. When his mother Mary had been
betrothed to Joseph, but before they came together, she was found to be with child from the
Holy Spirit. And her husband Joseph being a just man and unwilling to put her to shame,
resolved to divorce her quietly. But as he considered these things behold an angel of the Lord
appeared to him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not fear to take Mary as your wife,
for that which is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit she will bear a son and you shall call
his name Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins. All this took place to fulfill what the
Lord had spoken by the prophet ‘Behold the virgin shall conceive and bear a son and they shall
call his name Immanuel,’ which means God with us.” (ESV).
Immanuel: God with Us.
God gave wicked king Ahaz a sign no matter if he wanted one or not and he gives us this same
sign it is “Immanuel: God with Us.”

Ahaz did not pursue God, but God pursued Ahaz in spite of himself. God calls each of us to him
through his son Jesus Christ who is the child conceived of a virgin. Christ pursues each of us in
spite of the fact that we are all guilty like Ahaz. Reflect on this reality, what does this mean for
each of us?
This message is we are all sinners in need of grace this reality should cause us to run to Jesus,
run to the cross.
The gospel is about a great savior this is the answer run to Jesus.
Salvation is repentance and faith if Ahaz would have repented God would have granted him
anything Jesus is not waiting for sinners to return to him with a whip he waits for sinners to
return to him out of his incredible kindness and mercy.
There are consequences to choices that we make God’s act of mercy does not undo the real
damage that sin causes Israel was defeated in battle, God allowed his children to be punished
for their sins and they were led into captivity. Does this in any way lesson what Isaiah is
promising?
We are called to believe, we are called to ask for forgiveness and we are called to submit to
Jesus. Speak to this what does this look like in our lives practically?
How do we put this into practice?
How does this change things?
Please reflect on this message and speak about your reflection.
The answer is “Look to Jesus” he is the author and finisher of our faith.
Close in prayer after asking for prayer requests.

