
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

But Jesus said, “Let her alone;  
she has kept this for the day of My burial.” 

--John 12:7 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THE LORD’S WORSHIP SERVICE  
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 22, 2019  



ORDER OF WORSHIP 
 
Announcements 
 
Preparation for Worship 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP* 
Psalm 146:1-2 

Leader: Praise the LORD! Praise the LORD, O my soul!  

All: While I live I will praise the LORD; I will sing praises to my God while I have my 
being. 

 

Gloria Patri* 
GLORIA PATRI (MEINKE)  Irreg. Charles Meineke, 1844 

“Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;  
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be 

world without end. Amen, amen.” 

 

PRAYER OF INVOCATION* 

 

Hymn of Praise*  “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus”  
TUNE: HYFRDOL 8.7.8.7.D.  Charles Wesley, 1744 

 



 

 

CONFESSION OF FAITH* 
Apostles Creed 

All: “I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus 
Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, and born of the 
virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He 
descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into 
heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From there He will 
come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic 
church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen.”  



CONFESSION OF SIN  
All: Almighty God, Creator of the heavens and the earth, Redeemer of Your people, we bow 

in humble confession of our sins because You have promised to forgive us on the merits 
of Christ, Your only Son, the Lamb of God who covers our iniquities. You alone know 
how often we have offended You and injured others. Forgive us, O Lord, for every 
irreverent thought, for every untrue word, for every unkind act, for our neglect of 
prayer, for every selfish use of money, and for forgetfulness of our sacred vows. O God, 
have mercy upon us and heal us, and enable us by Your Holy Spirit to walk after the 
example of Christ, our Lord and King. Hear now our silent confessions in Jesus’ name.  

 

SCRIPTURAL ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
Isaiah 55:6-7  

Leader: Hear the good news! “Seek the LORD while He may be found, Call upon Him while 
He is near. Let the wicked forsake his way, And the unrighteous man his thoughts; Let 
him return to the LORD, And He will have mercy on him; And to our God, For He will 
abundantly pardon.” 

 

 WORSHIP THROUGH GIVING 

Psalm 39:7-13 
TUNE: EVENTIED 10.10.10.10  “Abide with Me” 

“And now, O Lord, what wait I longer for? My expectation ever is in Thee; 
Deliver me from all my sinfulness; the scorn of foolish men O make not me. 

“Yes, I was dumb; I opened not my mouth, because this work was done at Thy command. 
But now remove Thy stroke away from me; I am consumed beneath Thy smiting hand.  

“Thou with rebukes dost chasten man for sin; his beauty fades beneath the touch of death; 
It is consumed as by the fretting moth. oh, surely every man is but a breath. 

“LORD, hear my prayers; heed thou my cry and tears; A stranger here I pass as all before. 
O spare me that I may recover strength before I go away and be no more.” 

 

PASTORAL PRAYER 
All: “Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our 
debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.” 

  



RESPONSIVE PSALM READING 
Psalm 124 

Leader:  “If it had not been the LORD who was on our side,” Let Israel now say --   

All: “If it had not been the LORD who was on our side, when men rose up against us,  

Leader: Then they would have swallowed us alive, when their wrath was kindled against us;  

All: Then the waters would have overwhelmed us, the stream would have gone over our 
soul;  

Leader: Then the swollen waters would have gone over our soul.”  

All: Blessed be the LORD, who has not given us as prey to their teeth.  

Leader: Our soul has escaped as a bird from the snare of the fowlers; the snare is broken, and 
we have escaped.  

All: Our help is in the name of the LORD, who made heaven and earth. 

 

OLD TESTAMENT READING 
Exodus 27:1-21 

“You shall make an altar of acacia wood, five cubits long and five cubits wide -- the altar shall 
be square -- and its height shall be three cubits. 2 “You shall make its horns on its four corners; 
its horns shall be of one piece with it. And you shall overlay it with bronze. 3 “Also you shall 
make its pans to receive its ashes, and its shovels and its basins and its forks and its firepans; 
you shall make all its utensils of bronze. 4 “You shall make a grate for it, a network of bronze; 
and on the network you shall make four bronze rings at its four corners. 5 “You shall put it 
under the rim of the altar beneath, that the network may be midway up the altar. 6 “And you 
shall make poles for the altar, poles of acacia wood, and overlay them with bronze. 7 “The poles 
shall be put in the rings, and the poles shall be on the two sides of the altar to bear it. 8 “You 
shall make it hollow with boards; as it was shown you on the mountain, so shall they make it. 
9 “ You shall also make the court of the tabernacle. For the south side there shall be hangings 
for the court made of fine woven linen, one hundred cubits long for one side. 10 “And its twenty 
pillars and their twenty sockets shall be bronze. The hooks of the pillars and their bands shall 
be silver. 11 “Likewise along the length of the north side there shall be hangings one hundred 
cubits long, with its twenty pillars and their twenty sockets of bronze, and the hooks of the 
pillars and their bands of silver. 12 “ And along the width of the court on the west side shall be 
hangings of fifty cubits, with their ten pillars and their ten sockets. 13 “The width of the court 
on the east side shall be fifty cubits. 14 “The hangings on one side of the gate shall be fifteen 
cubits, with their three pillars and their three sockets. 15 “And on the other side shall be hangings 
of fifteen cubits, with their three pillars and their three sockets. 16 “ For the gate of the court 
there shall be a screen twenty cubits long, woven of blue, purple, and scarlet thread, and fine 
woven linen, made by a weaver. It shall have four pillars and four sockets. 17 “All the pillars 
around the court shall have bands of silver; their hooks shall be of silver and their sockets of 
bronze. 18 “The length of the court shall be one hundred cubits, the width fifty throughout, and 
the height five cubits, made of fine woven linen, and its sockets of bronze. 19 “All the utensils of 



the tabernacle for all its service, all its pegs, and all the pegs of the court, shall be of bronze. 20 
“ And you shall command the children of Israel that they bring you pure oil of pressed olives 
for the light, to cause the lamp to burn continually. 21 “In the tabernacle of meeting, outside the 
veil which is before the Testimony, Aaron and his sons shall tend it from evening until morning 
before the LORD. It shall be a statute forever to their generations on behalf of the children of 
Israel. 

 

NEW TESTAMENT READING  
Romans 9:1-33 

I tell the truth in Christ, I am not lying, my conscience also bearing me witness in the Holy 
Spirit, 2 that I have great sorrow and continual grief in my heart. 3 For I could wish that I myself 
were accursed from Christ for my brethren, my countrymen according to the flesh, 4 who are 
Israelites, to whom pertain the adoption, the glory, the covenants, the giving of the law, the 
service of God, and the promises; 5 of whom are the fathers and from whom, according to the 
flesh, Christ came, who is over all, the eternally blessed God. Amen. 6 But it is not that the word 
of God has taken no effect. For they are not all Israel who are of Israel, 7 nor are they all children 
because they are the seed of Abraham; but, “In Isaac your seed shall be called.” 8 That is, those 
who are the children of the flesh, these are not the children of God; but the children of the 
promise are counted as the seed. 9 For this is the word of promise: “At this time I will come and 
Sarah shall have a son.” 10 And not only this, but when Rebecca also had conceived by one man, 
even by our father Isaac 11 (for the children not yet being born, nor having done any good or evil, 
that the purpose of God according to election might stand, not of works but of Him who calls), 
12 it was said to her, “The older shall serve the younger.” 13 As it is written, “Jacob I have loved, 
but Esau I have hated.” 14 What shall we say then? Is there unrighteousness with God? Certainly 
not! 15 For He says to Moses, “I will have mercy on whomever I will have mercy, and I will have 
compassion on whomever I will have compassion.” 16 So then it is not of him who wills, nor of 
him who runs, but of God who shows mercy. 17 For the Scripture says to Pharaoh, “For this very 
purpose I have raised you up, that I may show My power in you, and that My name may be 
declared in all the earth.” 18 Therefore He has mercy on whom He wills, and whom He wills He 
hardens. 19 You will say to me then, “Why does He still find fault? For who has resisted His 
will?” 20 But indeed, O man, who are you to reply against God? Will the thing formed say to 
him who formed it, “Why have you made me like this?” 21 Does not the potter have power over 
the clay, from the same lump to make one vessel for honor and another for dishonor? 22 What if 
God, wanting to show His wrath and to make His power known, endured with much 
longsuffering the vessels of wrath prepared for destruction, 23 and that He might make known 
the riches of His glory on the vessels of mercy, which He had prepared beforehand for glory, 24 
even us whom He called, not of the Jews only, but also of the Gentiles? 25 As He says also in 
Hosea: “I will call them My people, who were not My people, And her beloved, who was not 
beloved.” 26 “And it shall come to pass in the place where it was said to them, ‘You are not My 
people,’ There they shall be called sons of the living God.” 27 Isaiah also cries out concerning 
Israel: “Though the number of the children of Israel be as the sand of the sea, The remnant will 
be saved. 28 For He will finish the work and cut it short in righteousness, Because the LORD 
will make a short work upon the earth.” 29 And as Isaiah said before: “Unless the LORD of 
Sabaoth had left us a seed, We would have become like Sodom, And we would have been made 



like Gomorrah.” 30 What shall we say then? That Gentiles, who did not pursue righteousness, 
have attained to righteousness, even the righteousness of faith; 31 but Israel, pursuing the law 
of righteousness, has not attained to the law of righteousness. 32 Why? Because they did not seek 
it by faith, but as it were, by the works of the law. For they stumbled at that stumbling stone. 33 
As it is written: “Behold, I lay in Zion a stumbling stone and rock of offense, And whoever 
believes on Him will not be put to shame.”  

 

Psalm of Preparation* “Psalm 16” 
TUNE: LEOMINSTER SMD “Not What My Hands Have Done” 

Preserve me, O my God; I put my trust in You.  
LORD, I confess, You are my Lord; No good have I but You.  

The godly ones on earth, Those holy in Your sight, 
The noble and majestic ones, Fill me with great delight. 

Their sorrows multiply who after idols seek.  
To them I’ll no blood off’rings make; Their names I’ll never speak.  

The LORD the portion is of my inheritance. 
He fills my cup, my lot prepares, secures to me His grants. 

The lines that fell to me enclose a pleasant site.  
The heritage that I received to me is a delight. 

I bless the LORD who guides with counsel that is right. 
My heart within me He directs to teach me in the night. 

I always keep the LORD Before me, Him to see.  
Because He is at my right hand I never moved shall be.  
Thus gladness fills my soul; My joy must be expressed 

With my whole being, for my flesh Securely finds its rest. 

My soul You will not leave in death’s dark pit to be.  
Corruption You will not permit Your Holy One to see.  

The path of life You’ll show; of joy You hold great store. 
Before Your face, at Your right hand, are pleasures evermore. 

 

SERMON 

John 12:1-11 “Drastic Differences” Pastor Marc Miller 
1 Then, six days before the Passover, Jesus came to Bethany, where Lazarus was 

who had been dead, whom He had raised from the dead.  
2 There they made Him a supper; and Martha served, but Lazarus was one of 

those who sat at the table with Him.  
3 Then Mary took a pound of very costly oil of spikenard, anointed the feet of 

Jesus, and wiped His feet with her hair. And the house was filled with the 
fragrance of the oil.  



4 Then one of His disciples, Judas Iscariot, Simon’s son, who would betray Him, 
said,  

5 “Why was this fragrant oil not sold for three hundred denarii and given to the 
poor?”  

6 This he said, not that he cared for the poor, but because he was a thief, and had 
the money box; and he used to take what was put in it.  

7 But Jesus said, “Let her alone; she has kept this for the day of My burial.  
8 “For the poor you have with you always, but Me you do not have always.”  
9 Now a great many of the Jews knew that He was there; and they came, not for 

Jesus’ sake only, but that they might also see Lazarus, whom He had raised from 
the dead.  

10 But the chief priests plotted to put Lazarus to death also,  
11  because on account of him many of the Jews went away and believed in Jesus 

 

Sermon Notes 

• Point 1  

 

 

 

 

• Point 2  

 

 

 

 

• Point 3 

 
  



Hymn of Response* “How Great Thou Art” 
TUNE: O STORE GUD 11.10.11.10.REF. Stuart K. Kline, 1949 

 



 

 

BENEDICTION*  

* --Please stand if able  
CCLI # 174248 
  



Prayer Requests 
§ This week’s WEPCA Missionaries: The Garrett Family 
§ Pray for our covenant children 
§ Pray for our elders 
§ Pray for Sunday school and our Sunday school teachers 
§ Pray for those dealing with physical ailments  

Announcements  
§ The men of the church are invited to attend a breakfast fellowship to be held the 

first Saturday of the month. The next one will be on Saturday, January 4, at 8 
a.m. at IHOP on West 12th St. For More information see Pastor Miller.  

§ Sunday School starts at 10 a.m. We have three classes for elementary aged 
children and an adult class. The adults are studying the Sermon on the Mount.   

§ Please note we will not be having Sunday School on December 29 or January 5 
for Christmas break.  

§ We are in need of adult gym volunteers to watch the kids in the gym after church 
to keep them safe and allow the parents to fellowship. There is a signup sheet in 
the back if you would like to serve the church in that way.  

§ We will be having a congregational prayer meeting after church today. All are 
welcome and encouraged to attend.  

§ Please mark your calendars for our annual service of Scripture and Carols to be 
held on Christmas Eve at 6:00 pm. All are welcome and encouraged to attend.  

§ The church is sponsoring a table at the People for Life prayer breakfast to be 
held at the Bayfront Convention Center on Saturday, January 11, at 9 am. There 
is a signup sheet in the back of church if you would like to attend. For more 
information please talk to Pastor Miller.  

Gym Volunteers 
December 22—Natalie Miller 
December 29-- 

Nursery/Childcare  
§ If at all possible, we want families to worship together. But, at times, it may be 

necessary, for the orderliness and edification of the church, to utilize the nursery 
in the library, which is equipped with chairs and a sound system 

 

 



WELCOME! 
 

If you are visiting our church today we welcome you to our worship service and Christian 
community. There are a few things that we would like you to know about West Erie 
Presbyterian Church.  
 

• We are Historically Reformed.  
o This means that we believe in the inspired and inerrant Word of God.  
o This means we believe in the absolute sovereignty of God. 
o This means we hold to a covenantal framework of Scripture. 
o This means that we believe that salvation is a free gift of God. 

• We are Community Oriented.  
o We seek to share the only hope that this world has: that is the Gospel of 

Jesus Christ. 
o We seek to be a church that is salt and light to the community around us 

and fulfill the Great Commission.  
• We are Confessional. 

o As a Christian church, ancient statements such as the Apostles’ Creed and 
the Nicene Creed help us to confess certain basic and essential truths of 
the Christian faith.  

o As a Presbyterian church, our confessional or doctrinal standards consist 
of the Westminster Confession of Faith and the Westminster Larger and 
Shorter Catechisms (copies of these documents are available from the 
church).  

o All of these statements are under the authority of Scripture. 
 
We thank you for visiting today! If you have any questions regarding our style of worship 
please feel free to ask the pastor or one of our elders. We would be happy to talk with you. 
Also, we would ask you to stay after and enjoy the fellowship of our Christian community. 
West Erie Presbyterian Church is a congregation of the Presbyterian Church in America 
(www.pcanet.org).  
 

Meeting at Community Country Day School 
5800 Old Zuck Road 

Erie, PA 16506 
Phone: (814) 504-6513 

E-mail: westeriepca@gmail.com 
www.wepca.org 


