
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
“Then they sought Jesus, and spoke among 

themselves as they stood in the temple, 
“What do you think?”  --John 11:56a 

 
 
 
 
 

THE LORD’S WORSHIP SERVICE  
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 15, 2019  



ORDER OF WORSHIP 
 
Announcements 
 
Preparation for Worship 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP* 
PSALM 138:1-2 

Leader: “I will praise You with my whole heart; Before the gods I will sing praises to You.  I 
will worship toward Your holy temple. And praise Your name for Your 
lovingkindness and Your truth; for You have magnified Your word above all Your 
name.”   

 

Gloria Patri* 
GLORIA PATRI (MEINKE)  Irreg. Charles Meineke, 1844 

“Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;  
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be 

world without end. Amen, amen.” 

 

PRAYER OF INVOCATION* 

 

Hymn of Praise*  “Let Us Love and Sing and Wonder”  
TUNE: ALL SAINTS OLD 8.7.8.7.7.7. John Newton, 1774 

 



 
 

CONFESSION OF FAITH* 
Apostles Creed 

All: “I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus 
Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, and born of the 
virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He 
descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into 
heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From there He will 
come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic 
church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen.” 

 

CONFESSION OF SIN  
Psalm 130 

All: “Out of the depths I have cried to You, O LORD;  Lord, hear my voice! Let Your ears 
be attentive To the voice of my supplications. If You, LORD, should mark iniquities, 
O Lord, who could stand?  But there is forgiveness with You, That You may be feared. 
I wait for the LORD, my soul waits, And in His word I do hope. My soul waits for the 



Lord More than those who watch for the morning -- Yes, more than those who watch 
for the morning.  O Israel, hope in the LORD; For with the LORD there is mercy, And 
with Him is abundant redemption.  And He shall redeem Israel From all his 
iniquities.”  Hear now our silent confessions in Jesus’ name.  

   

SCRIPTURAL ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
Micah 7:18 

Leader: Hear the good news!  “Who is a God like You, pardoning iniquity and passing over 
the transgression of the remnant of His heritage? He does not retain His anger forever, 
Because He delights in mercy.” 

 

 WORSHIP THROUGH GIVING 

Psalm 25:1-7 
TUNE: TRENTHAM SM  “Breathe on Me, Breath of God” 

To Thee I lift my soul, O LORD; I trust in Thee, 
My God; let me not be ashamed nor foes exult o’er me. 

Yea, none that wait on Thee Shall be ashamed at all; 
But those that wantonly transgress, upon them shame shall fall. 

Show me Thy ways, O LORD; Thy paths, O teach Thou me, 
And do Thou lead me in Thy truth; Therein my teacher be. 

For Thou art God that dost to me salvation send, 
And I upon Thee all the day expecting do attend. 

Thy tender mercies, LORD, to mind do Thou recall, 
And lovingkindnesses, for they Have been through ages all. 

My sins of youth, my faults, do Thou, O LORD, forget; 
In lovingkindness think on me And for Thy goodness great. 

 

PASTORAL PRAYER 
All: “Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our 
debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.” 

  



RESPONSIVE PSALM READING 
Psalm 123 

Leader: Unto You I lift up my eyes, O You who dwell in the heavens.  

All: Behold, as the eyes of servants look to the hand of their masters, As the eyes of a 
maid to the hand of her mistress, So our eyes look to the LORD our God, Until He 
has mercy on us.  

Leader: Have mercy on us, O LORD, have mercy on us! For we are exceedingly filled with 
contempt.  

All: Our soul is exceedingly filled with the scorn of those who are at ease, with the 
contempt of the proud. 

 

OLD TESTAMENT READING 
Exodus 26:15-37 

“And for the tabernacle you shall make the boards of acacia wood, standing upright. 16 “Ten 
cubits shall be the length of a board, and a cubit and a half shall be the width of each board. 17 
“Two tenons shall be in each board for binding one to another. Thus you shall make for all the 
boards of the tabernacle. 18 “And you shall make the boards for the tabernacle, twenty boards 
for the south side. 19 “You shall make forty sockets of silver under the twenty boards: two 
sockets under each of the boards for its two tenons. 20 “And for the second side of the tabernacle, 
the north side, there shall be twenty boards  21 “and their forty sockets of silver: two sockets 
under each of the boards. 22 “For the far side of the tabernacle, westward, you shall make six 
boards. 23 “And you shall also make two boards for the two back corners of the tabernacle. 24 
“They shall be coupled together at the bottom and they shall be coupled together at the top by 
one ring. Thus it shall be for both of them. They shall be for the two corners. 25 “So there shall 
be eight boards with their sockets of silver -- sixteen sockets -- two sockets under each board. 26 
“And you shall make bars of acacia wood: five for the boards on one side of the tabernacle,  27 
“five bars for the boards on the other side of the tabernacle, and five bars for the boards of the 
side of the tabernacle, for the far side westward. 28 “The middle bar shall pass through the midst 
of the boards from end to end. 29 “You shall overlay the boards with gold, make their rings of 
gold as holders for the bars, and overlay the bars with gold. 30 “And you shall raise up the 
tabernacle according to its pattern which you were shown on the mountain. 31 “ You shall make 
a veil woven of blue, purple, and scarlet thread, and fine woven linen. It shall be woven with 
an artistic design of cherubim. 32 “You shall hang it upon the four pillars of acacia wood overlaid 
with gold. Their hooks shall be gold, upon four sockets of silver. 33 “And you shall hang the veil 
from the clasps. Then you shall bring the ark of the Testimony in there, behind the veil. The veil 
shall be a divider for you between the holy place and the Most Holy. 34 “You shall put the mercy 
seat upon the ark of the Testimony in the Most Holy. 35 “You shall set the table outside the veil, 
and the lampstand across from the table on the side of the tabernacle toward the south; and you 
shall put the table on the north side. 36 “You shall make a screen for the door of the tabernacle, 
woven of blue, purple, and scarlet thread, and fine woven linen, made by a weaver. 37 “And 
you shall make for the screen five pillars of acacia wood, and overlay them with gold; their 
hooks shall be of gold, and you shall cast five sockets of bronze for them. 



NEW TESTAMENT READING  
Romans 8:18-39 

For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the 
glory which shall be revealed in us. 19 For the earnest expectation of the creation eagerly waits 
for the revealing of the sons of God. 20 For the creation was subjected to futility, not willingly, 
but because of Him who subjected it in hope;  21 because the creation itself also will be delivered 
from the bondage of corruption into the glorious liberty of the children of God. 22 For we know 
that the whole creation groans and labors with birth pangs together until now. 23 Not only that, 
but we also who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, even we ourselves groan within ourselves, 
eagerly waiting for the adoption, the redemption of our body. 24 For we were saved in this hope, 
but hope that is seen is not hope; for why does one still hope for what he sees?  25 But if we hope 
for what we do not see, we eagerly wait for it with perseverance. 26 Likewise the Spirit also 
helps in our weaknesses. For we do not know what we should pray for as we ought, but the 
Spirit Himself makes intercession for us with groanings which cannot be uttered. 27 Now He 
who searches the hearts knows what the mind of the Spirit is, because He makes intercession 
for the saints according to the will of God. 28 And we know that all things work together for good 
to those who love God, to those who are the called according to His purpose. 29 For whom He 
foreknew, He also predestined to be conformed to the image of His Son, that He might be the 
firstborn among many brethren. 30 Moreover whom He predestined, these He also called; whom 
He called, these He also justified; and whom He justified, these He also glorified. 31 What then 
shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who can be against us?  32 He who did not spare 
His own Son, but delivered Him up for us all, how shall He not with Him also freely give us all 
things?  33 Who shall bring a charge against God’s elect? It is God who justifies. 34 Who is he 
who condemns? It is Christ who died, and furthermore is also risen, who is even at the right 
hand of God, who also makes intercession for us. 35 Who shall separate us from the love of 
Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword?  
36 As it is written: “For Your sake we are killed all day long; We are accounted as sheep for the 
slaughter.”  37 Yet in all these things we are more than conquerors through Him who loved us. 
38 For I am persuaded that neither death nor life, nor angels nor principalities nor powers, nor 
things present nor things to come,  39 nor height nor depth, nor any other created thing, shall be 
able to separate us from the love of God which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.  

 

Psalm of Preparation* “Psalm 139:1-12” 
TUNE: MARYTON LM “O Master, Let Me Walk” 

LORD, Thou hast searched me; Thou hast known my rising and my sitting down; 
And from afar Thou knowest well the very thoughts that in me dwell. 

Thou knowest all the ways I plan, my path and lying down dost scan; 
For in my tongue no word can be, but, lo, O LORD, ‘tis known to Thee. 

Behind, before me, Thou dost stand and lay on me Thy mighty hand; 
Such knowledge is for me too strange and high beyond my utmost range. 

Where shall I from Thy Spirit flee, or from Thy presence hidden be? 
In heav’n Thou art, if there I fly, in death’s abode, if there I lie. – cont. 



If I the wings of morning take and utmost sea my dwelling make, 
Ev’n there Thy hand shall guide my way and Thy right hand shall be my stay. 

If I say, “Darkness covers me,” the darkness hideth not from Thee. 
To Thee both night and day are bright; the darkness shineth as the light. 

 

SERMON 

John 11:49-57 “Prophecy, Persecution, and Seeking” Pastor Marc Miller 
49 And one of them, Caiaphas, being high priest that year, said to them, “You know 

nothing at all,   
50 “nor do you consider that it is expedient for us that one man should die for the 

people, and not that the whole nation should perish.”   
51 Now this he did not say on his own authority; but being high priest that year he 

prophesied that Jesus would die for the nation,   
52 and not for that nation only, but also that He would gather together in one the 

children of God who were scattered abroad.  
53 Then, from that day on, they plotted to put Him to death.  
54 Therefore Jesus no longer walked openly among the Jews, but went from there 

into the country near the wilderness, to a city called Ephraim, and there 
remained with His disciples.  

55 And the Passover of the Jews was near, and many went from the country up to 
Jerusalem before the Passover, to purify themselves.  

56 Then they sought Jesus, and spoke among themselves as they stood in the 
temple, “What do you think -- that He will not come to the feast?”   

57 Now both the chief priests and the Pharisees had given a command, that if 
anyone knew where He was, he should report it, that they might seize Him. 

Sermon Notes 

• Point 1   

 

 

 

 

• Point 2   

 



 

 

 

• Point 3 

 

 

 

 

 
Hymn of Response*  “More about Jesus Would I Know” 
TUNE: SWENEY L.M.ref.  Eliza E. Hewitt, 1887    

      



 

 

BENEDICTION*   

* --Please stand if able  
CCLI # 174248 
  



Prayer Requests 
§ This week’s WEPCA Missionaries: The Williams Family 
§ Pray for our covenant children 
§ Pray for our elders 
§ Pray for Sunday school and our Sunday school teachers 
§ Pray for those dealing with physical ailments  

Announcements  
§ The men of the church are invited to attend a breakfast fellowship to be held the 

first Saturday of the month. The next one will be on Saturday, January 4, at 8 
a.m. at IHOP on West 12th St. For More information see Pastor Miller.  

§ Sunday School starts at 10 a.m. We have three classes for elementary aged 
children and an adult class.  The adults are studying the Fruit of the Spirit.  

§ Please note we will not be having Sunday School on December 29 or January 5 
for Christmas break.  

§ We are in need of adult gym volunteers to watch the kids in the gym after church 
to keep them safe and allow the parents to fellowship. There is a signup sheet in 
the back if you would like to serve the church in that way.  

§ Our next congregational prayer meeting will by after church on Sunday, 
December 22. All are welcome and encouraged to attend.  

§ Please mark your calendars for our annual service of Scripture and Carols to be 
held on Christmas Eve at 6:00 pm. All are welcome and encouraged to attend.  

§ The church is sponsoring a table at the People for Life prayer breakfast to be 
held at the Bayfront Convention Center on Saturday, January 11, at 9 am. There 
is a sing up sheet in the back of church if you would like to attend. For more 
information please talk to Pastor Miller.  

Gym Volunteers 
December 15—April Scarpitti  
December 22—Natalie Miller 

Nursery/Childcare  
§ If at all possible, we want families to worship together. But, at times, it may be 

necessary, for the orderliness and edification of the church, to utilize the nursery 
in the library, which is equipped with chairs and a sound system 
 



 



WELCOME! 
If you are visiting our church today we welcome you to our worship service and Christian 
community. There are a few things that we would like you to know about West Erie 
Presbyterian Church.  
 

• We are Historically Reformed.  
o This means that we believe in the inspired and inerrant Word of God.  
o This means we believe in the absolute sovereignty of God. 
o This means we hold to a covenantal framework of Scripture. 
o This means that we believe that salvation is a free gift of God. 

• We are Community Oriented.  
o We seek to share the only hope that this world has: that is the Gospel of 

Jesus Christ. 
o We seek to be a church that is salt and light to the community around us 

and fulfill the Great Commission.  
• We are Confessional. 

o As a Christian church, ancient statements such as the Apostles’ Creed and 
the Nicene Creed help us to confess certain basic and essential truths of 
the Christian faith.  

o As a Presbyterian church, our confessional or doctrinal standards consist 
of the Westminster Confession of Faith and the Westminster Larger and 
Shorter Catechisms (copies of these documents are available from the 
church).  

o All of these statements are under the authority of Scripture. 
 
We thank you for visiting today! If you have any questions regarding our style of worship 
please feel free to ask the pastor or one of our elders. We would be happy to talk with you. 
Also, we would ask you to stay after and enjoy the fellowship of our Christian community. 
West Erie Presbyterian Church is a congregation of the Presbyterian Church in America 
(www.pcanet.org).  
 

Meeting at Community Country Day School 
5800 Old Zuck Road 

Erie, PA 16506 
Phone: (814) 504-6513 

E-mail: westeriepca@gmail.com 
www.wepca.org 


