
 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Now when He had said these things,  
He cried with a loud voice,  

“Lazarus, come forth!” --John 11:43 
 
 
 
 
 

THE LORD’S WORSHIP SERVICE  
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 1, 2019  



 

ORDER OF WORSHIP 
 
Announcements 
 
Preparation for Worship 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP* 
Psalm 72:18-19 

Leader: Blessed be the LORD God, the God of Israel, Who only does wondrous things!   

All: And blessed be His glorious name forever! And let the whole earth be filled with His 
glory. Amen and Amen. 

 

Gloria Patri* 
GLORIA PATRI (MEINKE)  Irreg. Charles Meineke, 1844 

“Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;  
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be 

world without end. Amen, amen.” 

 

PRAYER OF INVOCATION* 

 

Psalm of Praise*  “Psalm 113”  
TUNE: HENDON 77.77 “Take My Life and Let it Be” 

Praise Jehovah; praise the LORD; Ye His servants, praise accord; Bless-ed be Jehovah’s name; 
Evermore His praise proclaim. Evermore His praise proclaim. 

From the dawn to setting sun, Praise the LORD, the Mighty One. O’er all nations He is high;  
Yea, His glory crowns the sky. Yea, His glory crowns the sky. 

Who is like the LORD our God? High in heav’n is His abode, Who Himself doth humble low, 
Things in heav’n and earth to know. Things in heav’n and earth to know. 

He the lowly makes to rise from the dust in which he lies, that exalted he may stand  
with the princes of the land. With the princes of the land. 

He the childless woman takes and a joyful mother makes; Keeping house she finds reward.  
Praise Jehovah; praise the LORD. Praise Jehovah; praise the LORD. 

CONFESSION OF FAITH* 
Apostles Creed 



 

All: “I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus 
Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, and born of the 
virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He 
descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into 
heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From there He will 
come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic 
church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen.” 

 

CONFESSION OF SIN  
All: Almighty God, who art rich in mercy to all those who call upon You: Hear us as we 

come to You humbly confessing our sins and transgressions and imploring Your mercy 
and forgiveness. We have broken Your holy laws, by our deeds and by our words, and 
by the sinful affections of our hearts. We confess before You our disobedience and 
ingratitude, our pride and willfulness, and all our failures and shortcomings toward 
You and toward our fellow men. Have mercy upon us, most merciful Father, and of 
Your great goodness grant that we may hereafter serve and please You in newness of 
life, through the merit and mediation of our Savior, Jesus Christ. Hear now our silent 
confessions in Jesus’ name.  

 

SCRIPTURAL ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
Psalm 32:3-5 

Leader: Hear the good news! When I kept silent, my bones grew old Through my groaning all 
the day long. For day and night Your hand was heavy upon me; My vitality was turned 
into the drought of summer. I acknowledged my sin to You, And my iniquity I have 
not hidden. I said, “I will confess my transgressions to the LORD,” And You forgave 
the iniquity of my sin. 

 

WORSHIP THROUGH GIVING 

 

Psalm 3 
TUNE: NEW BRITAIN CM  “Amazing Grace” 

O LORD, how are my foes increased! Against me many rise.  
How many say, “In vain for help he on his God relies!” – cont.  

You are my shield and glory, LORD; You lifted up my head.  
I cried out, “LORD!” and from His hill to me His answer sped.  



 

I lay down, slept, and woke again The LORD is keeping me. 
I will not fear ten thousand men Entrenched surrounding me.  

 Arise, O LORD! Save me, my God! You punish all my foes.  
You smite the face of wicked men, their teeth break with your blows. 

Deliverance is from the LORD, Salvation His alone!  
O let Your blessing evermore be on Your people shown!. 

 

PASTORAL PRAYER 
All: “Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our 
debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.” 

 

RESPONSIVE PSALM READING 
Psalm 121:1-8  

Leader: I will lift up my eyes to the hills -- From whence comes my help?  

All: My help comes from the LORD, Who made heaven and earth.  

Leader: He will not allow your foot to be moved; He who keeps you will not slumber.  

All: Behold, He who keeps Israel Shall neither slumber nor sleep.  

Leader: The LORD is your keeper; The LORD is your shade at your right hand.  

All: The sun shall not strike you by day, Nor the moon by night.  

Leader: The LORD shall preserve you from all evil; He shall preserve your soul.  

All: The LORD shall preserve your going out and your coming in From this time forth, and 
even forevermore. 

  

OLD TESTAMENT READING 
Exodus 25:23-40 

“You shall also make a table of acacia wood; two cubits shall be its length, a cubit its width, and 
a cubit and a half its height. 24 “And you shall overlay it with pure gold, and make a molding 
of gold all around. 25 “You shall make for it a frame of a handbreadth all around, and you shall 
make a gold molding for the frame all around. 26 “And you shall make for it four rings of gold, 
and put the rings on the four corners that are at its four legs. 27 “The rings shall be close to the 
frame, as holders for the poles to bear the table. 28 “And you shall make the poles of acacia 
wood, and overlay them with gold, that the table may be carried with them. 29 “You shall make 



 

its dishes, its pans, its pitchers, and its bowls for pouring. You shall make them of pure gold. 30 
“And you shall set the showbread on the table before Me always. 31 “ You shall also make a 
lampstand of pure gold; the lampstand shall be of hammered work. Its shaft, its branches, its 
bowls, its ornamental knobs, and flowers shall be of one piece. 32 “And six branches shall come 
out of its sides: three branches of the lampstand out of one side, and three branches of the 
lampstand out of the other side. 33 “Three bowls shall be made like almond blossoms on one 
branch, with an ornamental knob and a flower, and three bowls made like almond blossoms 
on the other branch, with an ornamental knob and a flower -- and so for the six branches that 
come out of the lampstand. 34 “On the lampstand itself four bowls shall be made like almond 
blossoms, each with its ornamental knob and flower. 35 “And there shall be a knob under the 
first two branches of the same, a knob under the second two branches of the same, and a knob 
under the third two branches of the same, according to the six branches that extend from the 
lampstand. 36 “Their knobs and their branches shall be of one piece; all of it shall be one 
hammered piece of pure gold. 37 “You shall make seven lamps for it, and they shall arrange its 
lamps so that they give light in front of it. 38 “And its wick-trimmers and their trays shall be of 
pure gold. 39 “It shall be made of a talent of pure gold, with all these utensils. 40 “And see to it 
that you make them according to the pattern which was shown you on the mountain. 

 

NEW TESTAMENT READING  
Romans 7:1-25 

Or do you not know, brethren (for I speak to those who know the law), that the law has 
dominion over a man as long as he lives? 2 For the woman who has a husband is bound by the 
law to her husband as long as he lives. But if the husband dies, she is released from the law of 
her husband. 3 So then if, while her husband lives, she marries another man, she will be called 
an adulteress; but if her husband dies, she is free from that law, so that she is no adulteress, 
though she has married another man. 4 Therefore, my brethren, you also have become dead to 
the law through the body of Christ, that you may be married to another -- to Him who was 
raised from the dead, that we should bear fruit to God. 5 For when we were in the flesh, the 
sinful passions which were aroused by the law were at work in our members to bear fruit to 
death. 6 But now we have been delivered from the law, having died to what we were held by, 
so that we should serve in the newness of the Spirit and not in the oldness of the letter. 7 What 
shall we say then? Is the law sin? Certainly not! On the contrary, I would not have known sin 
except through the law. For I would not have known covetousness unless the law had said, 
“You shall not covet.” 8 But sin, taking opportunity by the commandment, produced in me all 
manner of evil desire. For apart from the law sin was dead. 9 I was alive once without the law, 
but when the commandment came, sin revived and I died. 10 And the commandment, which 
was to bring life, I found to bring death. 11 For sin, taking occasion by the commandment, 
deceived me, and by it killed me. 12 Therefore the law is holy, and the commandment holy and 
just and good. 13 Has then what is good become death to me? Certainly not! But sin, that it might 
appear sin, was producing death in me through what is good, so that sin through the 
commandment might become exceedingly sinful. 14 For we know that the law is spiritual, but I 
am carnal, sold under sin. 15 For what I am doing, I do not understand. For what I will to do, 
that I do not practice; but what I hate, that I do. 16 If, then, I do what I will not to do, I agree with 



 

the law that it is good. 17 But now, it is no longer I who do it, but sin that dwells in me. 18 For I 
know that in me (that is, in my flesh) nothing good dwells; for to will is present with me, but 
how to perform what is good I do not find. 19 For the good that I will to do, I do not do; but the 
evil I will not to do, that I practice. 20 Now if I do what I will not to do, it is no longer I who do it, 
but sin that dwells in me. 21 I find then a law, that evil is present with me, the one who wills to 
do good. 22 For I delight in the law of God according to the inward man. 23 But I see another law 
in my members, warring against the law of my mind, and bringing me into captivity to the law 
of sin which is in my members. 24 O wretched man that I am! Who will deliver me from this 
body of death? 25 I thank God -- through Jesus Christ our Lord! So then, with the mind I myself 
serve the law of God, but with the flesh the law of sin. 

 

Hymn of Preparation* “My Faith Looks Up to Thee” 
TUNE: OLIVET 6.6.4.6.6.6.4.  Ray Palmer, 1830 

 



 

SERMON 

John 11:38-44 “The Raising of the Dead” Pastor Marc Miller 
38 Then Jesus, again groaning in Himself, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a 

stone lay against it.  
39 Jesus said, “Take away the stone.” Martha, the sister of him who was dead, said 

to Him, “Lord, by this time there is a stench, for he has been dead four days.”  
40 Jesus said to her, “Did I not say to you that if you would believe you would see 

the glory of God?”  
41 Then they took away the stone from the place where the dead man was lying. And 

Jesus lifted up His eyes and said, “Father, I thank You that You have heard Me.  
42 “And I know that You always hear Me, but because of the people who are 

standing by I said this, that they may believe that You sent Me.”  
43 Now when He had said these things, He cried with a loud voice, “Lazarus, come 

forth!”  
44 And he who had died came out bound hand and foot with graveclothes, and his 

face was wrapped with a cloth. Jesus said to them, “Loose him, and let him go.” 
 

THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 

 
Hymn of Preparation                  “Behold the Lamb” 

Keith Getty, Kristyn Getty, Stuart Townend            © 2007 Thankyou Music (Admin. by EMI Christian Music Publishing) 

Behold the Lamb who bears our sins away slain for us and we remember 
The promise made that all who come in faith Find forgiveness at the cross 

So we share in this Bread of Life And we drink of His sacrifice 
As a sign of our bonds of peace Around the table of the King 

The body of our Saviour Jesus Christ Torn for you eat and remember 
The wounds that heal the death that brings us life Paid the price to make us one 

So we share in this Bread of Life And we drink of His sacrifice 
As a sign of our bonds of love Around the table of the King 

The blood that cleanses every stain of sin shed for you drink and remember 
He drained death’s cup that all may enter in to receive the life of God 

So we share in this Bread of Life And we drink of His sacrifice 
As a sign of our bonds of grace Around the table of the King 

And so with thankfulness and faith we rise to respond and to remember 
Our call to follow in the steps of Christ As His body here on earth 
As we share in His suffering we proclaim Christ will come again 
And we’ll join in the feast of heaven Around the table of the King 

  



 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION AND INVITATION 
PRAYER OF PREPARATION 

PASSING OF THE BREAD AND THE CUP 
**THE WAFERS ARE NUT AND GLUTEN FREE 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
 

Hymn of Response* “Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing” 
TUNE: NETTELTON 8.7.7.7.D. Robert Robinson, 1758. 

 



 

 
 

BENEDICTION*  

* --Please stand if able  
CCLI # 174248 
 
Its Worth Noting 

• Point 1 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• Point 2 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• Point 3  



 

Prayer Requests 
§ This week’s WEPCA Missionaries: The Knight Family 
§ Pray for our covenant children 
§ Pray for our elders 
§ Pray for Sunday school and our Sunday school teachers 
§ Pray for those dealing with physical ailments  

Announcements  
§ The men of the church are invited to attend a breakfast fellowship to be held the 

first Saturday of the month. The next one will be on Saturday, December 7, at 8 
a.m. at IHOP on West 12th St. For More information see Pastor Miller.  

§ Sunday School starts at 10 a.m. We have three classes for elementary aged 
children and an adult class.  The adults are studying the Fruit of the Spirit.  

§ Our next congregational prayer meeting will by after church on Sunday, 
December 22. All are welcome and encouraged to attend.  

§ Please mark your calendars for our annual service of Scripture and Carols to be 
held on Christmas Eve at 6:00 pm. All are welcome and encouraged to attend.  

§ We are in need of adult gym volunteers to watch the kids in the gym after church 
to keep them safe and allow the parents to fellowship. There is a signup sheet in 
the back if you would like to serve the church in that way.  

Gym Volunteers 
December 1—Ken and Carol Peterson  
December 8—Barbara Miller  

Nursery/Childcare  
§ If at all possible, we want families to worship together. But, at times, it may be 

necessary, for the orderliness and edification of the church, to utilize the nursery 
in the library, which is equipped with chairs and a sound system 
 

 

  



 

Who Should take Communion? 
The question of who is eligible to receive communion is one of vital importance. In order 
to draw our minds towards examining ourselves in accordance with the Apostle Paul’s 
exhortation to the church in Corinth, the Session of West Erie Presbyterian Church in 
America encourages all in attendance today to consider the following questions: 
 

o Do you believe that Jesus Christ, the Son of God, died for your sins and rose 
again bodily from the dead? 

o Do you trust in the Lord Jesus Christ alone for your salvation? 
o Have you been baptized? 
o Are you a communicate member in good standing of a Bible-believing, gospel 

proclaiming church? 
o Are you pursuing a life of obedience by forsaking sin and striving, by grace and 

help of the Holy Spirit, to glorify God with your entire life? 
 
If you can answer “Yes” to each of these questions, then the Session of West Erie 
Presbyterian Church in America welcomes and invites you to partake of the Lord’s 
Supper with us today. 
If however, you cannot answer “Yes” to each of these questions – or if you are not sure 
– then we request that you refrain from partaking at this time. We encourage you to take 
this time to consider your own personal need for Christ, His abundant provision for the 
salvation of sinners, as well of the biblical requirement to join a local body of believers in 
humble submission to Christ’s provision of elders and overseers. After the service, 
please come speak with a member of the Session to discuss the steps necessary to 
enable you to openly enjoy Communion with Christ and his people through the 
sacrament of the Lord’s Supper. 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 



 

WELCOME! 
If you are visiting our church today we welcome you to our worship service and Christian 
community. There are a few things that we would like you to know about West Erie 
Presbyterian Church.  
 

• We are Historically Reformed.  
o This means that we believe in the inspired and inerrant Word of God.  
o This means we believe in the absolute sovereignty of God. 
o This means we hold to a covenantal framework of Scripture. 
o This means that we believe that salvation is a free gift of God. 

• We are Community Oriented.  
o We seek to share the only hope that this world has: that is the Gospel of 

Jesus Christ. 
o We seek to be a church that is salt and light to the community around us 

and fulfill the Great Commission.  
• We are Confessional. 

o As a Christian church, ancient statements such as the Apostles’ Creed and 
the Nicene Creed help us to confess certain basic and essential truths of 
the Christian faith.  

o As a Presbyterian church, our confessional or doctrinal standards consist 
of the Westminster Confession of Faith and the Westminster Larger and 
Shorter Catechisms (copies of these documents are available from the 
church).  

o All of these statements are under the authority of Scripture. 
 
We thank you for visiting today! If you have any questions regarding our style of worship 
please feel free to ask the pastor or one of our elders. We would be happy to talk with you. 
Also, we would ask you to stay after and enjoy the fellowship of our Christian community. 
West Erie Presbyterian Church is a congregation of the Presbyterian Church in America 
(www.pcanet.org).  
 

Meeting at Community Country Day School 
5800 Old Zuck Road 

Erie, PA 16506 
Phone: (814) 504-6513 

E-mail: westeriepca@gmail.com 
www.wepca.org 


