
 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

“Then the LORD met Balaam, and put a 
word in his mouth….” 

  --Numbers 23:16a 
 

 
 
 
 

THE LORD’S WORSHIP SERVICE  
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 17, 2019  



 

ORDER OF WORSHIP 
 
Announcements 
 
Preparation for Worship 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP* 
Psalm 92:1-2 

Leader: Oh come, let us sing to the LORD! Let us shout joyfully to the Rock of our salvation.  

All: Let us come before His presence with thanksgiving;  

Leader: Let us shout joyfully to Him with psalms.  

 

Gloria Patri* 
GLORIA PATRI (MEINKE)  Irreg. Charles Meineke, 1844 

“Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;  
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be 

world without end. Amen, amen.” 

 

PRAYER OF INVOCATION* 

 

Psalm of Praise*  Psalm 45:1-7, 17  
TUNE: DIADEMATA SMI “Crown Him with Many Crowns” 

My heart doth overflow; A noble theme I sing.  
My tongue’s a skillful writer’s pen To speak about the King.  

More fair than sons of men thy lips with grace o’erflow, 
Because His blessing evermore did God on Thee bestow. 

Thy sword gird on Thy thigh, O Thou supreme in might,  
And gird Thyself with majesty And with Thy splendor bright.  

To victory ride forth for meekness, truth, and right; 
And may Thy right hand teach  to Thee the deeds of dreadful might. 

Thine arrows sharpened are, men under Thee to bring,  
to pierce the heart of enemies Who fight against the King.  

Thy royal throne, O God, from everlasting is; 
A righteous scepter evermore Thy kingdom’s scepter is. 



 

Thou righteousness hast loved and wickedness abhorred;  
On Thee, ‘bove all, has God, Thy God, the oil of gladness poured.  

Through every coming age I’ll make Thy name to live; 
The peoples therefore evermore their praise to Thee shall give. 

 

CONFESSION OF FAITH* 
Apostles Creed 

All: “I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus 
Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, and born of the 
virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He 
descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into 
heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From there He will 
come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic 
church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen.”    

 

CONFESSION OF SIN  
Adapted from John Knox’s liturgy of 1560 

All:        Almighty God, we are unworthy to come into your presence, because of our many sins. 
We do not deserve any grace or mercy from you, if you dealt with us as we deserve. 
We have sinned against you, O Lord, and we have offended you. And yet, O Lord, as 
we acknowledge our sins and offenses, so also do we acknowledge you to be a merciful 
God, a loving and favorable Father, to all who turn to you. And so we humbly ask 
you, for the sake of Christ your son, to show mercy to us, and forgive us all our 
offenses. Forgive the sins of our youth, and the sins of our old age. By your Spirit, O 
God, take possession of our hearts, so that, not only the actions of our life, but also 
the words of our mouths, and the smallest thought of our minds, may be guided and 
governed by you. Through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy 
Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and forever. Hear now our silent confessions in 
Jesus’ name.  

 

SCRIPTURAL ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
Romans 6:23 

Leader: Hear the good news! “For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in 
Christ Jesus our Lord.” 

 

  



 

WORSHIP THROUGH GIVING 

Psalm 13 
TUNE: PASSION CHORALE 76.76D “O Sacred Head now Wounded” 

How long wilt Thou forget me? Shall it forever be?  
O LORD, how long neglect me, And hide Thy face from me?  
How long my soul take counsel, Thus sad in heart each day? 

How long shall foes, exulting, Subject me to their sway? 

O LORD, my God, consider, and hear my earnest cries;  
Lest I in death should slumber, Enlighten Thou mine eyes:  

Lest foes be heard exclaiming, “Against him we prevailed”; 
And they that vex my spirit Rejoice when I have failed. 

But on Thy tender mercy I ever have relied;  
with joy in Thy salvation my heart shall still confide.  

And I with voice of singing will praise the LORD alone, 
because to me His favor He has so largely shown. 

 

PASTORAL PRAYER 
All: “Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our 
debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.” 

 

RESPONSIVE PSALM READING 
Psalm 119:129-144 

Leader: Your testimonies are wonderful; Therefore my soul keeps them.  

All: The entrance of Your words gives light; It gives understanding to the simple.   

Leader: I opened my mouth and panted, For I longed for Your commandments.   

All: Look upon me and be merciful to me, As Your custom is toward those who love Your 
name.   

Leader: Direct my steps by Your word, And let no iniquity have dominion over me.  

All: Redeem me from the oppression of man, That I may keep Your precepts.   

Leader: Make Your face shine upon Your servant, And teach me Your statutes.  

All: Rivers of water run down from my eyes, Because men do not keep Your law.  

Leader: Righteous are You, O LORD, And upright are Your judgments.  



 

All: Your testimonies, which You have commanded, Are righteous and very faithful.   

Leader: My zeal has consumed me, Because my enemies have forgotten Your words.  

All: Your word is very pure; Therefore Your servant loves it.   

Leader: I am small and despised, Yet I do not forget Your precepts.   

All: Your righteousness is an everlasting righteousness, And Your law is truth.  

Leader: Trouble and anguish have overtaken me, Yet Your commandments are my delights.   

All: The righteousness of Your testimonies is everlasting; Give me understanding, and I 
shall live. 

 

OLD TESTAMENT READING 
Exodus 24:1-18 

Now He said to Moses, “Come up to the LORD, you and Aaron, Nadab and Abihu, and seventy 
of the elders of Israel, and worship from afar. 2 “And Moses alone shall come near the LORD, but 
they shall not come near; nor shall the people go up with him.”  3 So Moses came and told the 
people all the words of the LORD and all the judgments. And all the people answered with one 
voice and said, “All the words which the LORD has said we will do.”  4 And Moses wrote all the 
words of the LORD. And he rose early in the morning, and built an altar at the foot of the 
mountain, and twelve pillars according to the twelve tribes of Israel. 5 Then he sent young men 
of the children of Israel, who offered burnt offerings and sacrificed peace offerings of oxen to the 
LORD. 6 And Moses took half the blood and put it in basins, and half the blood he sprinkled on 
the altar. 7 Then he took the Book of the Covenant and read in the hearing of the people. And they 
said, “All that the LORD has said we will do, and be obedient.”  8 And Moses took the blood, 
sprinkled it on the people, and said, “This is the blood of the covenant which the LORD has made 
with you according to all these words.”  9 Then Moses went up, also Aaron, Nadab, and Abihu, 
and seventy of the elders of Israel,  10 and they saw the God of Israel. And there was under His feet 
as it were a paved work of sapphire stone, and it was like the very heavens in its clarity. 11 But on 
the nobles of the children of Israel He did not lay His hand. So they saw God, and they ate and 
drank. 12 Then the LORD said to Moses, “Come up to Me on the mountain and be there; and I will 
give you tablets of stone, and the law and commandments which I have written, that you may 
teach them.”  13 So Moses arose with his assistant Joshua, and Moses went up to the mountain of 
God. 14 And he said to the elders, “Wait here for us until we come back to you. Indeed Aaron and 
Hur are with you. If any man has a difficulty, let him go to them.”  15 Then Moses went up into 
the mountain, and a cloud covered the mountain. 16 Now the glory of the LORD rested on Mount 
Sinai, and the cloud covered it six days. And on the seventh day He called to Moses out of the 
midst of the cloud. 17 The sight of the glory of the LORD was like a consuming fire on the top of 
the mountain in the eyes of the children of Israel. 18 So Moses went into the midst of the cloud and 
went up into the mountain. And Moses was on the mountain forty days and forty nights. 

 

  



 

NEW TESTAMENT READING  
Romans 5:1-21 

Therefore, having been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ,  
2 through whom also we have access by faith into this grace in which we stand, and rejoice in 
hope of the glory of God. 3 And not only that, but we also glory in tribulations, knowing that 
tribulation produces perseverance; 4 and perseverance, character; and character, hope. 5 Now 
hope does not disappoint, because the love of God has been poured out in our hearts by the Holy 
Spirit who was given to us. 6 For when we were still without strength, in due time Christ died for 
the ungodly. 7 For scarcely for a righteous man will one die; yet perhaps for a good man someone 
would even dare to die. 8 But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were 
still sinners, Christ died for us. 9 Much more then, having now been justified by His blood, we 
shall be saved from wrath through Him. 10 For if when we were enemies we were reconciled to 
God through the death of His Son, much more, having been reconciled, we shall be saved by His 
life. 11 And not only that, but we also rejoice in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom 
we have now received the reconciliation. 12 Therefore, just as through one man sin entered the 
world, and death through sin, and thus death spread to all men, because all sinned --  13 (For until 
the law sin was in the world, but sin is not imputed when there is no law. 14 Nevertheless death 
reigned from Adam to Moses, even over those who had not sinned according to the likeness of 
the transgression of Adam, who is a type of Him who was to come. 15 But the free gift is not like 
the offense. For if by the one man’s offense many died, much more the grace of God and the gift 
by the grace of the one Man, Jesus Christ, abounded to many. 16 And the gift is not like that which 
came through the one who sinned. For the judgment which came from one offense resulted in 
condemnation, but the free gift which came from many offenses resulted in justification. 17 For if by 
the one man’s offense death reigned through the one, much more those who receive abundance 
of grace and of the gift of righteousness will reign in life through the One, Jesus Christ.)  18 
Therefore, as through one man’s offense judgment came to all men, resulting in condemnation, 
even so through one Man’s righteous act the free gift came to all men, resulting in justification of 
life. 19 For as by one man’s disobedience many were made sinners, so also by one Man’s obedience 
many will be made righteous. 20 Moreover the law entered that the offense might abound. But 
where sin abounded, grace abounded much more, 21 so that as sin reigned in death, even so grace 
might reign through righteousness to eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

 
Hymn of Preparation*  “Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise” 
TUNE: JOANNA (or ST. DEON) 11.11.11.11. Walter Chalmers Smith, 1867 

 



 

 
 

SERMON 

Numbers 23:13-23 “Be Sure Your Sins Will Find You Out” Pastor Earl Fair 
13 Then Balak said to him, “Please come with me to another place from which you 

may see them; you shall see only the outer part of them, and shall not see them 
all; curse them for me from there.”    

14 So he brought him to the field of Zophim, to the top of Pisgah, and built seven 
altars, and offered a bull and a ram on each altar.  

15 And he said to Balak, “Stand here by your burnt offering while I meet the Lord 
over there.”    

16 Then the LORD met Balaam, and put a word in his mouth, and said, “Go back to 
Balak, and thus you shall speak.”   



 

17 So he came to him, and there he was, standing by his burnt offering, and the 
princes of Moab were with him. And Balak said to him, “What has the LORD 
spoken?”   

18 Then he took up his oracle and said: “Rise up, Balak, and hear! Listen to me, son 
of Zippor!   

19 “God is not a man, that He should lie, Nor a son of man, that He should repent. 
Has He said, and will He not do? Or has He spoken, and will He not make it 
good?   

20 Behold, I have received a command to bless; He has blessed, and I cannot reverse 
it.  

21 “He has not observed iniquity in Jacob, Nor has He seen wickedness in Israel. 
The LORD his God is with him, And the shout of a King is among them.   

22 God brings them out of Egypt; He has strength like a wild ox.  
23 “For there is no sorcery against Jacob, Nor any divination against Israel. It now 

must be said of Jacob And of Israel, ‘Oh, what God has done!’ 
 

It’s Worth Noting 

• Point 1   

 

 

 

• Point 2   

 

 

 

• Point 3 
  



 

Hymn of Response* “O for a Thousand Tongues to Sing” 
TUNE: AZMON C.M.                                                                                                                                            Charles Wesley, 1739; alt.  
 

 

 

BENEDICTION*   

* --Please stand if able  
CCLI # 174248 
  



 

Prayer Requests 
§ This week’s WEPCA Missionaries: The Garrett Family 
§ Pray for our covenant children 
§ Pray for our elders 
§ Pray for Sunday school and our Sunday school teachers 
§ Pray for those dealing with physical ailments  

Announcements  
§ The men of the church are invited to attend a breakfast fellowship to be held the 

first Saturday of the month. The next one will be on Saturday, December 7, at 8 
a.m. at IHOP on West 12th St. For More information see Pastor Miller.  

§ Sunday School starts at 10 a.m. We have three classes for elementary aged 
children and an adult class.  The adults are studying the Fruit of the Spirit.  

§ Please note that there will be no Sunday School on Sunday, December 1.  
§ Please mark your calendars for our next congregational prayer meeting to be 

held after the worship service on Sunday, November 24. All are welcome and 
encouraged to attend! 

§ We will be welcoming Pastor Earl Fair to fill the pulpit for us today.   
§ We are in need of adult gym volunteers to watch the kids in the gym after church 

to keep them safe and allow the parents to fellowship. There is a signup sheet in 
the back if you would like to serve the church in that way.  

Gym Volunteers 
November 17—April Scarpitti  
November 24---Angel Romero  

Nursery/Childcare  
§ If at all possible, we want families to worship together. But, at times, it may be 

necessary, for the orderliness and edification of the church, to utilize the nursery 
in the library, which is equipped with chairs and a sound system 



  



 

WELCOME! 
If you are visiting our church today we welcome you to our worship service and Christian 
community. There are a few things that we would like you to know about West Erie 
Presbyterian Church.  
 

• We are Historically Reformed.  
o This means that we believe in the inspired and inerrant Word of God.  
o This means we believe in the absolute sovereignty of God. 
o This means we hold to a covenantal framework of Scripture. 
o This means that we believe that salvation is a free gift of God. 

• We are Community Oriented.  
o We seek to share the only hope that this world has: that is the Gospel of 

Jesus Christ. 
o We seek to be a church that is salt and light to the community around us 

and fulfill the Great Commission.  
• We are Confessional. 

o As a Christian church, ancient statements such as the Apostles’ Creed and 
the Nicene Creed help us to confess certain basic and essential truths of 
the Christian faith.  

o As a Presbyterian church, our confessional or doctrinal standards consist 
of the Westminster Confession of Faith and the Westminster Larger and 
Shorter Catechisms (copies of these documents are available from the 
church).  

o All of these statements are under the authority of Scripture. 
 
We thank you for visiting today! If you have any questions regarding our style of worship 
please feel free to ask the pastor or one of our elders. We would be happy to talk with you. 
Also, we would ask you to stay after and enjoy the fellowship of our Christian community. 
West Erie Presbyterian Church is a congregation of the Presbyterian Church in America 
(www.pcanet.org).  
 

Meeting at Community Country Day School 
5800 Old Zuck Road 

Erie, PA 16506 
Phone: (814) 504-6513 

E-mail: westeriepca@gmail.com 
www.wepca.org 


