
  
 
 
 
 

 
And the tax collector, standing afar off, 
would not so much as raise his eyes to 

heaven, but beat his breast, saying,  
‘God, be merciful to me a sinner!’ 

--Luke 18:13 
 
 
 
 

THE LORD’S WORSHIP SERVICE  
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 15, 2020  



ORDER OF WORSHIP 
 
Announcements 
 
Preparation for Worship 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP* 
Psalm 8:1 

Leader: O LORD, our Lord, How excellent is Your name in all the earth, Who have set Your 
glory above the heavens!” 

 

Gloria Patri*  
GLORIA PATRI (MEINKE)  Irreg. Charles Meineke, 1844 

“Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;  
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be 

world without end. Amen, amen.” 

 

PRAYER OF INVOCATION*  

 

Hymn of Praise*  “Praise to the Lord, the Almighty”  
TUNE: LOBE DEN HERREN 14.14.4.7.8. Based on Psalm 103 

 



 

 

 

CONFESSION OF FAITH  
Nicene Creed  

All: We believe in one God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all things 
visible and invisible.  

 And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of his father 
before all worlds, God of God, Light of light, very God of very God, begotten, not 



made, being of one substance with the Father; by whom all things were made; who 
for us and for our salvation came down from heaven, and was incarnate by the Holy 
Spirit of the virgin Mary, and was made man; and was crucified also for us under 
Pontius Pilate; he suffered and was buried; and the third day he rose again according 
to the Scriptures, and ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the 
Father; and he shall come again with glory, to judge both the living and the dead; 
whose kingdom shall have no end.  

 And we believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the 
Father and the Son; who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and 
glorified; who spoke by the prophets; and we believe in one holy catholic and 
apostolic church. We acknowledge one baptism for the remission of sins; and we 
look for the resurrection of the dead, and life in the world to come. Amen.  

 

CONFESSION OF SIN  
Psalm 25:4-7, 11 

All: “Show me Your ways, O LORD; Teach me Your paths. Lead me in Your truth and 
teach me, For You are the God of my salvation; On You I wait all the day. Remember, 
O LORD, Your tender mercies and Your lovingkindnesses, For they are from of old. 
Do not remember the sins of my youth, nor my transgressions; According to Your 
mercy remember me, For Your goodness’ sake, O LORD. For Your name’s sake, O 
LORD, pardon my iniquity, for it is great .” Hear now our silent confessions in Jesus’ 
name.  

 

SCRIPTURAL ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
Ephesians 2:8-10 

Leader: Hear the good news! “For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not 
of yourselves; it is the gift of God, not of works, lest anyone should boast. For we are 
His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared 
beforehand that we should walk in them.” 

 

WORSHIP THROUGH GIVING 
**We ask that for the time being you send your tithe checks by mail to our treasurer 

Psalm 23 
TUNE: CRIMOND CM  “The Lord’s My Shepherd, I’ll Not Want” 

The LORD’S my Shepherd, I’ll not want; He makes me down to lie 
In pastures green; He leadeth me The quiet waters by. 

My soul He doth restore again; And me to walk doth make 
Within the paths of righteousness, Ev’n for His own name’s sake. 



Yea, though I walk in death’s dark vale, Yet will I fear no ill; 
For Thou art with me, and Thy rod And staff me comfort still. 

A table Thou has furnished me In presence of my foes; 
My head Thou dost with oil anoint, And my cup overflows. 

Goodness and mercy all my life Shall surely follow me; 
And in GOD’S house forevermore My dwelling place shall be. 

 

PASTORAL PRAYER 
All: “Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will 

be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us 
our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.” 

 

RESPONSIVE PSALM READING 
Psalm 26:1-12 

Leader: Vindicate me, O LORD, For I have walked in my integrity. I have also trusted in the 
LORD; I shall not slip.   

All: Examine me, O LORD, and prove me; Try my mind and my heart.  

Leader: For Your lovingkindness is before my eyes, And I have walked in Your truth.  

All: I have not sat with idolatrous mortals, Nor will I go in with hypocrites.  

Leader: I have hated the assembly of evildoers, And will not sit with the wicked.   

All: I will wash my hands in innocence; So I will go about Your altar, O LORD,  

Leader: That I may proclaim with the voice of thanksgiving, And tell of all Your wondrous 
works.   

All: LORD, I have loved the habitation of Your house, And the place where Your glory 
dwells.  

Leader: Do not gather my soul with sinners, Nor my life with bloodthirsty men,   

All: In whose hands is a sinister scheme, And whose right hand is full of bribes.  

Leader: But as for me, I will walk in my integrity; Redeem me and be merciful to me.   

All: My foot stands in an even place; In the congregations I will bless the LORD.  

 

OLD TESTAMENT READING 
Numbers 18:1-32 



Then the LORD said to Aaron: “You and your sons and your father’s house with you shall 
bear the iniquity related to the sanctuary, and you and your sons with you shall bear the 
iniquity associated with your priesthood. 2”Also bring with you your brethren of the tribe of 
Levi, the tribe of your father, that they may be joined with you and serve you while you and 
your sons are with you before the tabernacle of witness. 3”They shall attend to your needs 
and all the needs of the tabernacle; but they shall not come near the articles of the sanctuary 
and the altar, lest they die -- they and you also. 4”They shall be joined with you and attend to 
the needs of the tabernacle of meeting, for all the work of the tabernacle; but an outsider shall 
not come near you. 5”And you shall attend to the duties of the sanctuary and the duties of the 
altar, that there may be no more wrath on the children of Israel. 6”Behold, I Myself have taken 
your brethren the Levites from among the children of Israel; they are a gift to you, given by 
the LORD, to do the work of the tabernacle of meeting. 7”Therefore you and your sons with 
you shall attend to your priesthood for everything at the altar and behind the veil; and you 
shall serve. I give your priesthood to you as a gift for service, but the outsider who comes near 
shall be put to death.” 8And the LORD spoke to Aaron: “Here, I Myself have also given you 
charge of My heave offerings, all the holy gifts of the children of Israel; I have given them as 
a portion to you and your sons, as an ordinance forever. 9”This shall be yours of the most 
holy things reserved from the fire: every offering of theirs, every grain offering and every sin 
offering and every trespass offering which they render to Me, shall be most holy for you and 
your sons. 10”In a most holy place you shall eat it; every male shall eat it. It shall be holy to 
you. 11”This also is yours: the heave offering of their gift, with all the wave offerings of the 
children of Israel; I have given them to you, and your sons and daughters with you, as an 
ordinance forever. Everyone who is clean in your house may eat it. 12”All the best of the oil, 
all the best of the new wine and the grain, their firstfruits which they offer to the LORD, I 
have given them to you. 13”Whatever first ripe fruit is in their land, which they bring to the 
LORD, shall be yours. Everyone who is clean in your house may eat it. 14”Every devoted thing 
in Israel shall be yours. 15”Everything that first opens the womb of all flesh, which they bring 
to the LORD, whether man or beast, shall be yours; nevertheless the firstborn of man you 
shall surely redeem, and the firstborn of unclean animals you shall redeem. 16”And those 
redeemed of the devoted things you shall redeem when one month old, according to your 
valuation, for five shekels of silver, according to the shekel of the sanctuary, which is twenty 
GERAHS. 17”But the firstborn of a cow, the firstborn of a sheep, or the firstborn of a goat you 
shall not redeem; they are holy. You shall sprinkle their blood on the altar, and burn their fat 
as an offering made by fire for a sweet aroma to the LORD. 18”And their flesh shall be yours, 
just as the wave breast and the right thigh are yours. 19”All the heave offerings of the holy 
things, which the children of Israel offer to the LORD, I have given to you and your sons and 
daughters with you as an ordinance forever; it is a covenant of salt forever before the LORD 
with you and your descendants with you.” 20Then the LORD said to Aaron: “You shall have 
no inheritance in their land, nor shall you have any portion among them; I am your portion 
and your inheritance among the children of Israel. 21” Behold, I have given the children of 
Levi all the tithes in Israel as an inheritance in return for the work which they perform, the 
work of the tabernacle of meeting. 22”Hereafter the children of Israel shall not come near the 
tabernacle of meeting, lest they bear sin and die. 23”But the Levites shall perform the work of 
the tabernacle of meeting, and they shall bear their iniquity; it shall be a statute forever, 
throughout your generations, that among the children of Israel they shall have no inheritance. 
24”For the tithes of the children of Israel, which they offer up as a heave offering to the LORD, 



I have given to the Levites as an inheritance; therefore I have said to them, ‘Among the 
children of Israel they shall have no inheritance.’ “ 25Then the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 
26”Speak thus to the Levites, and say to them: ‘When you take from the children of Israel the 
tithes which I have given you from them as your inheritance, then you shall offer up a heave 
offering of it to the LORD, a tenth of the tithe. 27’And your heave offering shall be reckoned 
to you as though it were the grain of the threshing floor and as the fullness of the winepress. 
28’Thus you shall also offer a heave offering to the LORD from all your tithes which you 
receive from the children of Israel, and you shall give the LORD’s heave offering from it to 
Aaron the priest. 29’Of all your gifts you shall offer up every heave offering due to the LORD, 
from all the best of them, the consecrated part of them.’ 30”Therefore you shall say to them: 
‘When you have lifted up the best of it, then the rest shall be accounted to the Levites as the 
produce of the threshing floor and as the produce of the winepress. 31’You may eat it in any 
place, you and your households, for it is your reward for your work in the tabernacle of 
meeting. 32’And you shall bear no sin because of it, when you have lifted up the best of it. But 
you shall not profane the holy gifts of the children of Israel, lest you die.’ “  

 

NEW TESTAMENT READING  
Galatians 1:1-24 

Paul, an apostle (not from men nor through man, but through Jesus Christ and God the Father 
who raised Him from the dead), 2and all the brethren who are with me, To the churches of 
Galatia: 3Grace to you and peace from God the Father and our Lord Jesus Christ, 4who gave 
Himself for our sins, that He might deliver us from this present evil age, according to the will 
of our God and Father, 5to whom be glory forever and ever. Amen. 6I marvel that you are 
turning away so soon from Him who called you in the grace of Christ, to a different gospel, 
7which is not another; but there are some who trouble you and want to pervert the gospel of 
Christ. 8But even if we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other gospel to you than what 
we have preached to you, let him be accursed. 9As we have said before, so now I say again, if 
anyone preaches any other gospel to you than what you have received, let him be accursed. 
10For do I now persuade men, or God? Or do I seek to please men? For if I still pleased men, 
I would not be a bondservant of Christ. 11But I make known to you, brethren, that the gospel 
which was preached by me is not according to man. 12For I neither received it from man, nor 
was I taught it, but it came through the revelation of Jesus Christ. 13For you have heard of my 
former conduct in Judaism, how I persecuted the church of God beyond measure and tried to 
destroy it. 14And I advanced in Judaism beyond many of my contemporaries in my own 
nation, being more exceedingly zealous for the traditions of my fathers. 15But when it pleased 
God, who separated me from my mother’s womb and called me through His grace, 16to reveal 
His Son in me, that I might preach Him among the Gentiles, I did not immediately confer 
with flesh and blood, 17nor did I go up to Jerusalem to those who were apostles before me; but 
I went to Arabia, and returned again to Damascus. 18Then after three years I went up to 
Jerusalem to see Peter, and remained with him fifteen days. 19But I saw none of the other 
apostles except James, the Lord’s brother. 20(Now concerning the things which I write to you, 
indeed, before God, I do not lie.) 21Afterward I went into the regions of Syria and Cilicia. 
22And I was unknown by face to the churches of Judea which were in Christ. 23But they were 



hearing only, “He who formerly persecuted us now preaches the faith which he once tried to 
destroy.” 24And they glorified God in me. 

 

Hymn of Preparation* “Marvelous Grace of Our Loving Lord” 
TUNE: MOODY 9.9.9.9. ref. Julia H. Johnston, 1910 

 



 

 

 

SERMON 

Luke 18:9-14 “The Tax Collector and Pharisee” Pastor Earl Fair  
9 Also He spoke this parable to some who trusted in themselves that they were 

righteous, and despised others:  
10 “Two men went up to the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax 

collector.  
11 “The Pharisee stood and prayed thus with himself, ‘God, I thank You that I am 

not like other men -- extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even as this tax 
collector.  

12 ‘I fast twice a week; I give tithes of all that I possess.’  
13 “And the tax collector, standing afar off, would not so much as raise his eyes to 

heaven, but beat his breast, saying, ‘God, be merciful to me a sinner!’  
14 “I tell you, this man went down to his house justified rather than the other; for 

everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, and he who humbles himself 
will be exalted.” 
 

Sermon Notes: 

• Point 1  
  



• Point 2  

 

 

 

 

• Point 3 

 

 

 
Hymn of Response*  “My Faith Looks Up to Thee” 
TUNE: OLIVET 6.6.4.6.6.6.4. Ray Palmer, 1830 

 



 

 

BENEDICTION* 

* --Please stand if able  
CCLI # 174248 
 
 
 

Prayer Requests  
§ This week’s WEPCA Missionaries: The Garrett Family 
§ Pray for our covenant children 
§ Pray for our elders 
§ Pray for those dealing with physical ailments  
§ Pray for our Nation’s leaders  
§ Pray for God’s all sufficient grace to be known in all our lives  

Announcements  
§ We will be having a prayer meeting over Zoom on Wednesday evenings 

starting at 8:30 p.m. All are encouraged to attend.  
§ The next men’s fellowship breakfast will be on Saturday, December 5, at 8 

a.m., at the IHOP on west 12th street. If you need more information please 
contact Pastor Miller.  

§ We Praise God for his faithfulness to us in providing a place for us to worship 
and the means to pay it off in full!  

§ We will be welcoming Pastor Earl Fair to the pulpit this morning.  
 



WELCOME! 
If you are visiting our church today we welcome you to our worship service and Christian 
community. There are a few things that we would like you to know about West Erie 
Presbyterian Church.  
 

• We are Historically Reformed.  
o This means that we believe in the inspired and inerrant Word of God.  
o This means we believe in the absolute sovereignty of God. 
o This means we hold to a covenantal framework of Scripture. 
o This means that we believe that salvation is a free gift of God. 

• We are Community Oriented.  
o We seek to share the only hope that this world has: that is the Gospel of 

Jesus Christ. 
o We seek to be a church that is salt and light to the community around us 

and fulfill the Great Commission.  
• We are Confessional. 

o As a Christian church, ancient statements such as the Apostles’ Creed 
and the Nicene Creed help us to confess certain basic and essential 
truths of the Christian faith.  

o As a Presbyterian church, our confessional or doctrinal standards consist 
of the Westminster Confession of Faith and the Westminster Larger and 
Shorter Catechisms (copies of these documents are available from the 
church).  

o All of these statements are under the authority of Scripture. 
 
We thank you for visiting today! If you have any questions regarding our style of worship 
please feel free to ask the pastor or one of our elders. We would be happy to talk with 
you. Also, we would ask you to stay after and enjoy the fellowship of our Christian 
community. West Erie Presbyterian Church is a congregation of the Presbyterian Church 
in America (www.pcanet.org).  
 

Phone: (814) 504-6513 
E-mail: westeriepca@gmail.com 

www.wepca.org 


