
WELCOME! 
If you are visiting our church today we welcome you to our worship service and 
Christian community. There are a few things that we would like you to know about 
West Erie Presbyterian Church.  
 

• We are Historically Reformed.  
o This means that we believe in the inspired and inerrant Word of God.  
o This means we believe in the absolute sovereignty of God. 
o This means we hold to a covenantal framework of Scripture. 
o This means that we believe that salvation is a free gift of God. 

• We are Community Oriented.  
o We seek to share the only hope that this world has: that is the Gospel 

of Jesus Christ. 
o We seek to be a church that is salt and light to the community around 

us and fulfill the Great Commission.  
• We are Confessional. 

o As a Christian church, ancient statements such as the Apostles’ Creed 
and the Nicene Creed help us to confess certain basic and essential 
truths of the Christian faith.  

o As a Presbyterian church, our confessional or doctrinal standards 
consist of the Westminster Confession of Faith and the Westminster 
Larger and Shorter Catechisms (copies of these documents are 
available from the church).  

o All of these statements are under the authority of Scripture. 
 
We thank you for visiting today! If you have any questions regarding our style of 
worship please feel free to ask the pastor or one of our elders. We would be happy 
to talk with you. Also, we would ask you to stay after and enjoy the fellowship of our 
Christian community. West Erie Presbyterian Church is a congregation of the 
Presbyterian Church in America (www.pcanet.org).  
 

Meeting at Community Country Day School 
5800 Old Zuck Road 

Erie, PA 16506 
Phone: (814) 504-6513 

E-mail: westeriepca@gmail.com 
www.wepca.org 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

“He shall call to the heavens  
from above, and to the earth,  

that He may judge His people.”  
 - Psalm 50:4 

 
 

 
 
 

THE LORD’S WORSHIP SERVICE  
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 1, 2019  



ORDER OF WORSHIP 
 
Announcements 
 
Preparation for Worship 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP* 
Psalm 92:1-2 

Leader: Oh come, let us sing to the LORD! Let us shout joyfully to the Rock of our salvation.  

All: Let us come before His presence with thanksgiving; Let us shout joyfully to Him 
with psalms.  

 

Gloria Patri* 
GLORIA PATRI (MEINKE)  Irreg. Charles Meineke, 1844 

“Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;  
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be 

world without end. Amen, amen.” 

 

PRAYER OF INVOCATION* 

 

Psalm of Praise* Psalm 50:1-6 
TUNE: ST. THOMAS SM (50B)  “I Love Thy Kingdom, Lord”. Based on the Book of Psalms 1871 

The mighty God the LORD Has spoken and did call 
The earth from rising of the sun To where it has its fall. 

From Zion’s holy hill, Perfection’s high abode 
Of matchless beauty, even thence In glory shineth God. 

Our God shall surely come; Keep silence shall not He; 
Before Him fire shall waste; great storms Shall round about Him be. 

And to the heav’ns above He sendeth forth His call, 
And also to the earth, that He May judge His people all. 

“Together let My saints Before Me gathered be; 
Those that by sacrifice have made A covenant with Me.” 

Then shall the heav’ns declare His righteousness abroad, 
Because He only is the judge; Yea, none is judge but God. 

adult class and three elementary classes. Please pray for the teachers and 
students for the upcoming year.  

§ Church picnic. Sunday, Sept. 8, 5 p.m. McKean Park 8800 Main St, McKean 
§ McDowell Homecoming Parade. Early evening, Friday, Sept. 27. To get a 

church t-shirt (children too) sign up at the back.  
§ The Women of Ascension Presbytery are co-sponsoring a Fall Retreat and 

have invited all women of West Erie PCA to join them in Pittsburgh at First 
Reformed Presbyterian Church November 8-9. The cost to register is $17. For 
more information go to PPWM_AIMEEBYRD.EVENTBRITE.COM See Natalie 
Miller if you are interested in carpooling and coordinating hotel arrangements. 

§ Nursery/Childcare  
 

Who Should Take Communion?  
The question of who is eligible to receive communion is one of vital importance. In 
order to draw our minds towards examining ourselves in accordance with the Apostle 
Paul’s exhortation to the church in Corinth, the Session of West Erie Presbyterian 
Church in America encourages all in attendance today to consider the following 
questions: 

o Do you believe that Jesus Christ, the Son of God, died for your sins and rose 
again bodily from the dead?  

o Do you trust in the Lord Jesus Christ alone for your salvation?  
o Have you been baptized? 
o Are you a communicate member in good standing of a Bible-believing, gospel 

proclaiming church?  
o Are you pursuing a life of obedience by forsaking sin and striving, by grace and 

help of the Holy Spirit, to glorify God with your entire life? 
If you can answer “Yes” to each of these questions, then the Session of West Erie 
Presbyterian Church in America welcomes and invites you to partake of the Lord’s 
Supper with us today.  
If however, you cannot answer “Yes” to each of these questions – or if you are not sure 
– then we request that you refrain from partaking at this time. We encourage you to 
take this time to consider your own personal need for Christ, His abundant provision 
for the salvation of sinners, as well of the biblical requirement to join a local body of 
believers in humble submission to Christ’s provision of elders and overseers. After the 
service, please come speak with a member of the Session to discuss the steps 
necessary to enable you to openly enjoy Communion with Christ and his people 
through the sacrament of the Lord’s Supper.  



WORDS OF INSTITUTION AND INVITATION 
PRAYER OF PREPARATION 

PASSING OF THE BREAD AND THE CUP 
**THE WAFERS ARE NUT AND GLUTEN FREE 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
 
Hymn of Response* Beneath the Cross of Jesus 
Words and Music by Keith & Kristyn Getty Copyright © 2005 Thankyou Music 

Beneath the cross of Jesus I find a place to stand, 
And wonder at such mercy That calls me as I am; 

For hands that should discard me Hold wounds which tell me, “Come.” 
Beneath the cross of Jesus My unworthy soul is won. 

Beneath the cross of Jesus His family is my own— 
Once strangers chasing selfish dreams, Now one through grace alone. 

How could I now dishonor The ones that You have loved? 
Beneath the cross of Jesus See the children called by God. 

Beneath the cross of Jesus— The path before the crown— 
We follow in His footsteps Where promised hope is found. 

How great the joy before us To be His perfect bride; 
Beneath the cross of Jesus We will gladly live our lives. 

 

BENEDICTION*   

* --Please stand if able  
CCLI # 1742488 

Prayer Requests 
§ This week’s WEPCA Missionaries: The Knight Family 
§ Pray for our covenant children 
§ Pray for our elders 
§ Pray for Sunday school and our Sunday school teachers 
§ Pray for those dealing with physical ailments  

Announcements  
§ Men’s breakfast fellowship. Saturday, Sept. 7, 8 a.m. IHOP on West 12th St.  
§ Sunday School is scheduled to start on Sunday, September 8, at 10 a.m. This 

is dependent on the completion of the school’s construction. We will have an 

CONFESSION OF FAITH* 
All: “I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus 

Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, and born of 
the virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was 
buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He 
ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
From there He will come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.”   Apostles Creed 

 

CONFESSION OF SIN  
Psalm 6:1-4 

All: “O LORD, do not rebuke me in Your anger, Nor chasten me in Your hot displeasure. 
Have mercy on me, O LORD, for I am weak; O LORD, heal me, for my bones are 
troubled. My soul also is greatly troubled; But You, O LORD – how long? Return, 
O LORD, deliver me! Oh, save me for Your mercies’ sake!” – Hear now our silent 
confessions in Jesus’ name.  

 

SCRIPTURAL ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
Romans 5:17 

Leader: Hear the Good News! “For if by the one man’s offense death reigned through the 
one, much more those who receive abundance of grace and of the gift of 
righteousness will reign in life through the One, Jesus Christ.” 

 

 WORSHIP THROUGH GIVING 

Psalm 3 
TUNE: NEW BRITAIN CM (3) “Amazing Grace”. Based on Scottish Psalter, 1650 

O LORD, how are my foes increased! Against me many rise. 
How many say, “In vain for help He on his God relies!” 

You are my shield and glory, LORD; You lifted up my head. 
I cried out, “LORD!” and from His hill To me His answer sped. 

I lay down, slept, and woke again The LORD is keeping me. 
I will not fear ten thousand men Entrenched surrounding me. 

Arise, O LORD! Save me, my God! You punish all my foes. 
You smite the face of wicked men, Their teeth break with your blows. 

 



Deliverance is from the LORD, Salvation His alone! 
O let Your blessing evermore Be on Your people shown! 

 

PASTORAL PRAYER 
All: “Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will 

be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us 
our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.” 

 

RESPONSIVE PSALM READING 
Psalm 108:1-13 

Leader: O God, my heart is steadfast; I will sing and give praise, even with my glory.  

 All: Awake, lute and harp! I will awaken the dawn.  

Leader: I will praise You, O LORD, among the peoples, And I will sing praises to You among 
the nations.  

All: For Your mercy is great above the heavens, And Your truth reaches to the clouds.   

Leader: Be exalted, O God, above the heavens, And Your glory above all the earth;    

All: That Your beloved may be delivered, Save with Your right hand, and hear me.  

Leader: God has spoken in His holiness: “I will rejoice; I will divide Shechem and measure 
out the Valley of Succoth.  

All: Gilead is Mine; Manasseh is Mine; Ephraim also is the helmet for My head; Judah is 
My lawgiver.  

Leader: Moab is My washpot; Over Edom I will cast My shoe; Over Philistia I will triumph.”   

All: Who will bring me into the strong city? Who will lead me to Edom?  

Leader: Is it not You, O God, who cast us off? And You, O God, who did not go out with our 
armies?  

All: Give us help from trouble, For the help of man is useless.  

Leader: Through God we will do valiantly, for it is He who shall tread down our enemies. 

 

GOSPEL READING 
Mark 6:30-52 

Then the apostles gathered to Jesus and told Him all things, both what they had done 
and what they had taught. 31 And He said to them, “Come aside by yourselves to a 

Hymn of Preparation                                                               Nothing but the Blood 
Robert Lowry, 1876   PLAINFIELD 7.8.7.8.ref. 

 



13 Will I eat the flesh of bulls, Or drink the blood of goats?  
14 Offer to God thanksgiving, And pay your vows to the Most High.  
15 Call upon Me in the day of trouble; I will deliver you, and you shall glorify 

Me.”  
16 But to the wicked God says: “What right have you to declare My statutes, Or 

take My covenant in your mouth,   
17 Seeing you hate instruction And cast My words behind you?  
18 When you saw a thief, you consented with him, And have been a partaker with 

adulterers.  
19 You give your mouth to evil, And your tongue frames deceit.  
20 You sit and speak against your brother; You slander your own mother’s son.  
21 These things you have done, and I kept silent; You thought that I was 

altogether like you; But I will rebuke you, And set them in order before your 
eyes.  

22 “Now consider this, you who forget God, Lest I tear you in pieces, And there be 
none to deliver:   

23 Whoever offers praise glorifies Me; And to him who orders his conduct aright I 
will show the salvation of God.” 

 
 
Sermon Notes 

• Point 1   

 

 

• Point 2   

 

 

• Point 3 

 

 
 

THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 

deserted place and rest a while.” For there were many coming and going, and they 
did not even have time to eat. 32 So they departed to a deserted place in the boat by 
themselves. 33 But the multitudes saw them departing, and many knew Him and ran 
there on foot from all the cities. They arrived before them and came together to Him. 
34 And Jesus, when He came out, saw a great multitude and was moved with 
compassion for them, because they were like sheep not having a shepherd. So He 
began to teach them many things. 35 When the day was now far spent, His disciples 
came to Him and said, “This is a deserted place, and already the hour is late. 36 “Send 
them away, that they may go into the surrounding country and villages and buy 
themselves bread; for they have nothing to eat.” 37 But He answered and said to them, 
“You give them something to eat.” And they said to Him, “Shall we go and buy two 
hundred denarii worth of bread and give them something to eat?” 38 But He said to 
them, “How many loaves do you have? Go and see.” And when they found out they 
said, “Five, and two fish.” 39 Then He commanded them to make them all sit down 
in groups on the green grass. 40 So they sat down in ranks, in hundreds and in fifties. 
41 And when He had taken the five loaves and the two fish, He looked up to heaven, 
blessed and broke the loaves, and gave them to His disciples to set before them; and 
the two fish He divided among them all. 42 So they all ate and were filled. 43 And they 
took up twelve baskets full of fragments and of the fish. 44 Now those who had eaten 
the loaves were about five thousand men. 45 Immediately He made His disciples get 
into the boat and go before Him to the other side, to Bethsaida, while He sent the 
multitude away. 46 And when He had sent them away, He departed to the mountain 
to pray. 47 Now when evening came, the boat was in the middle of the sea; and He 
was alone on the land. 48 Then He saw them straining at rowing, for the wind was 
against them. Now about the fourth watch of the night He came to them, walking on 
the sea, and would have passed them by. 49 And when they saw Him walking on the 
sea, they supposed it was a ghost, and cried out;  50 for they all saw Him and were 
troubled. But immediately He talked with them and said to them, “Be of good cheer! 
It is I; do not be afraid.” 51 Then He went up into the boat to them, and the wind 
ceased. And they were greatly amazed in themselves beyond measure, and 
marveled. 52 For they had not understood about the loaves, because their heart was 
hardened. 

 

NEW TESTAMENT READING  
1 John 3:1-15 

Behold what manner of love the Father has bestowed on us, that we should be called 
children of God! Therefore the world does not know us, because it did not know 
Him. 2 Beloved, now we are children of God; and it has not yet been revealed what 
we shall be, but we know that when He is revealed, we shall be like Him, for we shall 
see Him as He is. 3 And everyone who has this hope in Him purifies himself, just as 
He is pure. 4 Whoever commits sin also commits lawlessness, and sin is lawlessness. 
5 And you know that He was manifested to take away our sins, and in Him there is 
no sin. 6 Whoever abides in Him does not sin. Whoever sins has neither seen Him 
nor known Him. 7 Little children, let no one deceive you. He who practices 



righteousness is righteous, just as He is righteous. 8 He who sins is of the devil, for 
the devil has sinned from the beginning. For this purpose the Son of God was 
manifested, that He might destroy the works of the devil. 9 Whoever has been born 
of God does not sin, for His seed remains in him; and he cannot sin, because he has 
been born of God. 10 In this the children of God and the children of the devil are 
manifest: Whoever does not practice righteousness is not of God, nor is he who does 
not love his brother. 11 For this is the message that you heard from the beginning, 
that we should love one another, 12 not as Cain who was of the wicked one and 
murdered his brother. And why did he murder him? Because his works were evil 
and his brother’s righteous. 13 Do not marvel, my brethren, if the world hates you. 14 
We know that we have passed from death to life, because we love the brethren. He 
who does not love his brother abides in death. 15 Whoever hates his brother is a 
murderer, and you know that no murderer has eternal life abiding in him. 

 

Hymn of Preparation* This Is My Father’s World  
Maltbie D. Babcock, 1901   TERRA BEATA S.M.D. 

 

 

 

SERMON 

Psalm 50 “Hitting Close to Home” Pastor Marc Miller 
1 A Psalm of Asaph. The Mighty One, God the LORD, Has spoken and called the 

earth From the rising of the sun to its going down.  
2 Out of Zion, the perfection of beauty, God will shine forth.  
3 Our God shall come, and shall not keep silent; A fire shall devour before Him, 

And it shall be very tempestuous all around Him.  
4 He shall call to the heavens from above, And to the earth, that He may judge 

His people:   
5 “Gather My saints together to Me, Those who have made a covenant with Me 

by sacrifice.”  
6 Let the heavens declare His righteousness, For God Himself is Judge. Selah  
7 “Hear, O My people, and I will speak, O Israel, and I will testify against you; I 

am God, your God!  
8 I will not rebuke you for your sacrifices Or your burnt offerings, Which are 

continually before Me.  
9 I will not take a bull from your house, Nor goats out of your folds.  
10 For every beast of the forest is Mine, And the cattle on a thousand hills.  
11 I know all the birds of the mountains, And the wild beasts of the field are Mine.  
12 “If I were hungry, I would not tell you; For the world is Mine, and all its 

fullness.  


